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FROM THE RECTOR:
Dear Ones,
I spent today at Dauphin Way United Methodist
Church attending “A Day Apart for Clergy and Church
Staff with Dr. Walter Brueggemann.” I wouldn’t have
know about the event if it hadn’t been for Lella Lowe
texting me about the evening lecture she went to on
Saturday. I’ve known Dr. Brueggemann for a long
time; he used to be Professor of Old Testament at
Eden Theological Seminary in Saint Louis. He moved
to Columbia Theological Seminary in 1986 and retired
in 2003.
I don’t know how Lella found out about it, but I’m
very glad that she did. She also told me that Dr.
Brueggemann is one of her “theological heroes”; I
have to agree. His topic for the clergy day was
“Sabbath as Resistance: Saying No to the Culture of
Now.” Dr. Brueggemann was the guest lecturer for
the 2015 Dill Lecture Series at Dauphin Way.
Through the two hours of lecture and question and
answer with Dr. Brueggemann this morning, he helped
me to accomplish something that I’ve been trying to
do for years — to harmonize the Old Testament and
the New Testament. I’ve always seen the God of the
Old Testament as being portrayed as very different
than the God that Jesus describes in the New
Testament. Brueggemann helped me to see that story
that is told is consistent throughout.
When we think of the Ten Commandments, we tend
to see them as rules to follow, proscribing what is
acceptable behavior. They are stated for us three times
in the Old Testament, each time slightly differently.
The commandment to keep the Sabbath is perhaps the
most interesting of the restatements.
We get the Ten Commandments for the first time in
Exodus, at Mount Sinai. The Israelites had just come
from Pharaoh’s slavery into the wilderness. They had

just left a place of Fear, Scarcity, and Violence. Their
new location in the Wilderness was uncivilized, it
lacked resources for survival, yet God gave them
Manna, Water from rock, and Quails. God changed
the Wilderness into a place of Abundance.
The Israelites left Pharaoh’s land of scarcity and came
into a land of abundance. The Ten Commandments
are, then, rules for living in God’s Abundance and
avoiding a return to Fear, Scarcity, and Violence.
Throughout their history, the Israelites failed to live
within the Ten Commandments and fell victim to
other regimes that again enslaved them. The first was
Solomon’s empire; tribute came from across the
kingdom to build the Temple; the people were taxed;
later Solomon instituted forced labor, slavery by
another name. Then come the Assyrians, Babylonians,
Persians, and the Romans.
This is the world to which Jesus came and preached
the Law of Love. It sounded new the hearer’s ears, but
was really a reminder of what God had given at Sinai:
Love God and Love Your Neighbor. Jesus preached
the Gospel of Equity: all will have enough, all will be
loved, all will be at peace.
I think we’ve missed the boat. I think we’re right back
in Egypt or Babylon. Too much of our lives is given
over accumulation of things, the attainment of status,
and seeking after things that will not bring us
happiness, fulfillment, peace, or righteousness.
We need to be intentional about our time, our actions,
and our hearts. We need thank God for the abundance
that we’ve been given and strive for love and equity.
It’s not as radical as it sounds; God keeps suggesting it
to us. Maybe someday we’ll take it to heart.
— Thomas
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HIGHLIGHTS OF THE OCTOBER LITURGICAL CALENDAR
On Sunday, 4 October, we will have a Blessing of
Animals in the Garden at 5:00PM. We’ll be
observing the feast of Saint Francis of Assisi and
remembering his devotion to all of God’s creatures,
great and small. Bring your pets to the garden so that
they can celebrate Francis’ wisdom with us.
At our Wednesday mass on 14 October, we will
remember Samuel Isaac Joseph Schereschewsky,
Bishop of Shanghai from 1877 to 1883.
Schereschewsky was born into a Jewish family in
Lithuania and his early studies seemed to be sending
him to the rabbinate. While in graduate school, he
became interested in Christianity. He emigrated to
the US and entered seminary to train for the
Presbyterian Church. After two years, he joined the
Episcopal Church and continued his studies at The
General Theological Seminary. Schereschewsky had a
natural facility with languages and joined the
missionary field in Shanghai. Living in Beijing, he
translated the Bible and parts of the Prayer Book into
Mandarin. Paralysis struck him in 1883, yet he
continued his work the next 20 years.
Continuing our recognition of apostles and
evangelists, we will celebrate the life and ministry of
Saint Luke the Evangelist at a Said Mass on
Monday, 19 October at 12:10PM. Luke, the selfidentified author of the Gospel of Luke and the Acts
of the Apostles, brings his own perspective on the
person and ministry of Jesus and Jesus’ continuing
effect on the world. Luke’s account of the spread of
the early church and the ministry of Saint Paul help
us to craft a picture of the world in the first century.
His portrayal of the radical hospitality and inclusion
that Jesus manifested still stands today as a standard
by which we can judge our ministries.
We will remember Saint James of Jerusalem, the
brother of Our Lord, at a said mass on Friday, 23
October at 12:10PM. Sometimes called “James the
Just”, James supported the inclusion of Gentiles in
the church. According to a second-century
chronicler, James provoked the ire of some factions
in Jerusalem because of his success at bringing new
converts into the church. Taking James to the

pinnacle of the Temple, they commanded him to
recant his faith and Jesus. When he refused, James
was thrown from the roof and then cudgeled to
death.
Saints Simon and Jude, Apostles will be
remembered at our Wednesday mass on 28 October
at 10:00AM. Sadly, our knowledge of these two
original apostles is quite lacking. Simon is referred to
as “a Zealot” and Saint John mentions Jude in his
account of the Last Supper. Tradition associates both
with the region of Persia, now Iran. Some accounts
call them martyrs, some say that both died peaceful
deaths in Edessa or Beirut. The Epistle of Jude
brings us a unique doxology:
“Now to him who is able to keep you from falling
and to present you without blemish before the presence
of his glory with rejoicing, 25 to the only God, our
Savior through Jesus Christ our Lord, be glory,
majesty, dominion, and authority, before all time and
now and for ever. Amen.

Leah Foster Betts entered into new life on Sunday,
6 September 2015. Leah was an incredibly gifted
artist and creative person. She battled her private
demons for much of her adult life. She is survived
by her mother, LaVerne, her brother, Stephen, and
David Thompson. Her ashes were interred at Pine
Crest Cemetery following a graveside burial office
on 16 September.
Laura Corinne Faust entered into new life on 17
September 2015. Corinne, as she was known, was
homebound for the past eight years or more. She
was the sister of Seymour and Steven Lee of our
parish and is survived by her children, Laura,
Howard, Heard, and her sister-in-law, Joyce Lee.
Corinne’s remains were interred at Pine Crest
Cemetery following a graveside burial office on
Monday, 21 September.
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BISHOP’S VISITATION

The regular meeting of the Wardens and Vestry
of Saint John’s Church was held on Sunday, 13
September 2015. The meeting was called to
order at 11:36AM.
The minutes of the 9 August meeting were
approved as written.
Connie McLean reviewed our financial
performance noting that unexpected expenses
of $21,085 relating to repair of the chiller and
cooling tower accounted for the huge deficit.
Janet Buckley, reporting for Outreach, said that
a work day at Bay Area Food Bank has been
scheduled for 7 November from 8:00AM until
12:00PM. The committee is working on
selecting the nursing home that will be the
Angel Tree recipient at Christmas.
Thanksgiving Baskets will be prepared again
this year for distribution the week before
Thanksgiving.
Fr. Heard reported on the dates of use of the
Great Hall. He reminded the Vestry that the
bishop will be coming for Pastoral Visitation
on 25 October.
Concerning the Property Wishlist, Fr. Heard
reported that a bid for replacement of the
Great Hall roof is in hand, as well as an
estimate for repairs. A bid for replacement of
the roof over the Education Wing is in process.
Butch Yeager is waiting for the Landscape Plan
from Tony Seymour and has not taken any
further action on the van.
The meeting was adjourned at 12:37.

Our new bishop,
Russell Kendrick,
will be with us on
Sunday, 25 October
for his canonically
required Pastoral
Visitation. There’s a
lot of looking at
records that will
happen, but the
most important is
the time he will
spend with you, the People of Saint John’s.
Our 9:00AM time slot will be used for “Time with the
Bishop” where he will talk with all of us, including
our Confirmation and Reception candidates. I’m sure
he’ll have things to say, but this is your time to talk
with him about things that concern you. Take
advantage of it.
At 10:00AM, the Bishop will be the principal
celebrant and preacher at a Solemn Pontifical Mass.
After Mass, the Guild of Saint Martha will have a
reception for us in the Great Hall. It should be a great
day! Bring your friends…

OFFICE VOLUNTEERS NEEDED
We’re looking for a few volunteers! No, it’s not the
military, it’s your church office.
We have openings on Monday and Tuesday from 9-2
that could be handled by a group of folks rather than
just two individuals, as we did in the past. Days could
be swapped around to accommodate changing needs.
Mary Gieseler is holding down Wednesday and Irene
Yeager has Thursday, but they might be willing to
trade off, too.
Now, don’t think that we’ll work you to death. The
phone doesn’t ring much and there aren’t many special
projects. But what your presence here would do is be a
friendly voice on the telephone who can listen, take
messages, and pass information on. See Eugene
Johnston or Thomas Heard if you’re interested.
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PARISH LIFE
NEWS FROM THE GUILD OF
ST. MARTHA
The Guild of St. Martha, the new hospitality
and service committee at St. John’s, will have
a meeting on Sunday, October 4 at 11:45 am
(or whenever the Outreach Committee
finishes their meeting.) We will meet in the
parlor. Anyone who would like to help with
our Second Sunday breakfasts, or assist with
the reception for our confirmands on October
25 is encouraged to attend. We welcome all
cooks, bottle washers, and party planners of
all ages and genders!
The next parish breakfast will be served on
Sunday, October 11 at 8:30am. All are
welcome! A donation of $3.00 per person is
suggested.
We will have a reception to honor our
confirmands on Sunday, October 25 after
church. Bishop Kendrick will also be with us
that day, and we look forward to this joyous
time of celebration with our newest confirmed
members.
-Cheryl Winters-Heard

The Murray House crew waiting for transport to
church: Joan-Marie Elam, Bessie Southall, LaVerne
Foster (Photo by Irene Yeager)

Memorial Donations
Saint John’s wishes to extend a sincere thank you
to those who made donations in memory of the
following:
Marjorie Mattoon
Hollinger's Island Order of the Eastern Star
Lease & Mazie Cleveland
Thomas Holmes, Sr. & Thomas Holmes, Jr.
Leah Betts
James Christiansen
Joan Marie Elam
Eugene & Emily Johnston
Frank & Stephanie Thompson
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PRAYER LIST MAINTENANCE
Does it seem to you that the “Friends & Family”
section of our prayer list seems to be always getting
longer? I confess to having a difficult time maintaining
it. For many of the names, I’ve forgotten who asked to
add it and I can’t remember why the name was added.
Back when I first joined you, I used to keep the list in a
spreadsheet, but it got to be a nightmare. I need your
help! So, here’s my plan: Beginning in November, on
the first Sunday of the month, we’ll start this section
over.

Now I know that there are a few that are “long term”
folks; if you have one of these, we’ll need to talk.
So if you want to add someone to the list, please take a
FAMILY & FRIENDS PRAYER REQUEST card, fill it
out and drop it in my mailbox in the office. If you want
to extend someone’s stay on the list, drop me a note
with an update. If not, I’ll drop the name off on the
first Sunday of the next month. Of course, if a name
needs to come off the list, let me know!
Let’s try this for 6 months and see how it goes.
--Thomas

AMY-JILL LEVINE
OCTOBER 8-11, 2015

Thursday, October 8 - 7-9 PM
“Understanding Jesus Means Understanding Judaism.”
St. Paul's Episcopal Church
28788 N. Main Street
Daphne, AL 36526
Friday, October 9 - 7-9 PM
The Fran and Paul Brown Scholar-in-Residence special
presentation during the Shabbat service: “How Jews
and Christians Misunderstand Each Other.”
Springhill Avenue Temple
1769 Springhill Ave., Mobile, AL 36607
Saturday, October 10 - 10 AM - 2 PM
“Speaking of the Middle East: Jews and Christians in
Conversation.”
Includes part of the Shabbat service and lunch.
RSVP by Oct. 7 to 251-343-6010 for lunch.
Ahavas Chesed Synagogue
705 Regents Way, Mobile, AL 36609

Amy-Jill Levine is University Professor of New
Testament and Jewish Studies, E. Rhodes and
Leona B. Carpenter Professor of New Testament
Studies, and Professor of Jewish Studies at Vanderbilt Divinity School and College of Arts and Science; she is also Affiliated Professor, Centre for
the Study of Jewish-Christian Relations, Cambridge
UK.

Saturday, October 10 - 7 - 9 PM
“Of Pearls and Prodigals: Hearing Jesus’ Parables
through Jewish Ears.”
Our Savior Catholic Church
1801 Cody Road,
Mobile, AL 36695
Sunday, October 11
9-10:30 AM - “Understanding Jesus in His Jewish
Context” and
11 AM - Dr. Levine will preach “Dangers on the
Road to Jericho: The Challenge of the Parable of the
Good Samaritan.”
First Baptist Church of Mobile
806 Government St.
Mobile, AL 36602
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PARTNERSHIP BRINGS RELIEF
TO FIRE VICTIMS
The Episcopal Diocese of Northern California is
partnering with Episcopal Relief & Development to
assist Northern California communities suffering due
to fires. Financial support brings additional resources
to the local level, expanding the ministry of our
congregations. With these donations, we will help
provide increased bilingual communication resources,
pastoral care and increased support for ministry
outreach initiatives, such as local food closets and thrift
stores.
Katie Mears, Director of US Disaster Preparedness and
Response for Episcopal Relief & Development, has
been assisting our diocese with outreach to lay and
clergy leaders working on the ground near the fires, and
assessing the needs in these areas. Elaine Clements,
Diocesan Disaster Coordinator for The Episcopal
Diocese of Louisiana and a member of Episcopal
Relief & Development's Partners in Response Team,
has contacted clergy and lay leaders from each
congregation working in evacuation centers and highrisk areas. Elaine is an experienced disaster coordinator
who has worked on relief efforts in response to
Hurricane Katrina for the last 10 years.

“The Episcopal Diocese of Northern California has
been a strong supporter of Episcopal Relief &
Development for a long time," shares Bishop Barry
Beisner. "We have celebrated its wonderful worldwide
work. Now, in our time of need, we have become the
beneficiaries of that work. We now see Episcopal
Relief & Development's legendary effectiveness firsthand. This assistance enables us to respond with more
effective compassion and generosity.”
An outpouring of support, prayers and funds are being
showered on our diocese from across the state, country
and the world. We are so grateful.
This recovery will take a long time. To contribute:
Disaster Response Fund
Episcopal Relief & Development
P.O. Box 7058
Merrifield, VA 22116-7058
Or call 855-312-4325

BLESSING OF THE ANIMALS
Please join us at Saint John’s on Sunday, 4 October at 5:00PM in the courtyard for a
blessing of all of our furry, feathered and finned friends. All types of animals are
welcome, but please respect others and leash or restrain your pets.
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Ashleigh Sheffield
Meagan Partsch
Alana Escobio
Bob Anderson
Kay Meador
Marjorie Duhon
Shirley Hall
LaVerne Foster
Pam Velaski
Chris Velaski
Madison Hughes
Audrey Garner

10/04
10/08
10/10
10/11
10/11
10/13
10/14
10/15
10/24
10/24
10/25
10/30

Ron & Marie Brown
Bud & Connie McLean

10/07
10/22

Contact Us
Staff:
For healing grace and continued strength, we pray for our
members:
Bob Anderson, Ashley Garris, Fran Barbour, Marian Boykin,
Cookie Rich, Budd McLean, Joyce Lee, Donna Waites,
Ben Schmerbauch.
For our Homebound:
Mae Dunn, Nell Kirk, Lorraine Murray, Alice Schablinski,
Mary Lou Varnes, Catherine Warren, Chick Wohlert.
For victims of war and their families, and members of our
Armed Forces and their families:
Ellis Garner, Eric Mattoon.
For our Friends and Family:
Douglas Evans, Don Mettes, Paul Garchow, Martha Morgret,
Robby Cochran, Bobby Moss, Gwin Henderson, Linda Smith,
Barbara Bassett, Blake Bennett, Linda Taylor, Cliff Federle,
Michael Blankenship, Justin Runyan, Donnie Chestang,
Zeb Morgan, Midge Harden, Connie Bryan, Irene Barrow,
Rocky Rockwell, Mike Davis, Jean Cochran, Marsha Gilmore,
David Pearce, Connor Crist, Frances Bridges, Erica Long,
Bill Jones, Evia Daniel, Dennis McCants, Angela White,
Sandy & Ray Michel, Preston Stevens, Carol Hubbard,
Emily Steiner, Larry Kent, Warren Bishop, Robby Shelton,
John & Pat Cranton, Dot Trehern, William & Barbara Dorsey,
Mark Stiber, Anna Marie Brown, Mary Joan [religious].

The Reverend Thomas Heard, rector
rector@stjohnsmobile.org
Louis Daniel
Organist & Choir Director
music@stjohnsmobile.org
Lella Lowe
Financial Secretary
finance@stjohnsmobile.org
Jack Ruppe
Sexton

Vestry:
Connie Anderson, clerk
Ron Brown
Janet Buckley
James Christiansen, senior warden
Eugene Johnston
David Jones
Connie McLean, treasurer
Geri Moulton
Butch Yeager, junior warden
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RETURN SERVICE REQUESTED

Come Worship With Us!
Monday—Friday:
8:30AM Morning Prayer

Parish Office
Monday-Thursday
9:00 a.m.-2:00 p.m.

Sunday:
9:00AM Adult and Youth Christian
Formation
10:00AM Holy Eucharist

Telephone: 251-479-5474
Fax: 251-473-1230
www.stjohnsmobile.org

Wednesday:
10:00AM Holy Eucharist;
Healing on the 1st
Wednesday of the month.

Thee Store Episcopal Books
Monday
Wednesday
Thursday
9 a.m.-1 p.m.
and by appointment

Other Feasts and Holy Days are
observed throughout the year; please
see our website for the latest schedule.

Telephone: 251-479-5086

SAINT JOHN’S: THE EPISCOPAL CHURCH IN MIDTOWN MOBILE
Grounded in shared sacramental life and moving into the world
to be the hands of Our Lord.

