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FROM THE RECTOR:
The following article, “The Power We So Blithely Invoke,” by Shayne Looper, was published by The Huffington Post. I thought it was worth sharing with you.
-Thomas
Sometimes God scares me. Not like an angry parent
scares a cowering child. It’s not like that at all. Still less
like a bully scares a retiring classmate.
“Scares” is probably not even the right word. “Awes”
would be better, though anyone who has truly been
awed will understand my choice of words. It includes a
sense of largeness that makes a person feel small and a
sense of weight that makes a person feel insubstantial.
In the presence of the overpowering God, one
perceives one’s own powerlessness.
The biblical writers described this as “the fear of the
Lord.” It was not some cringing sense of alarm they
had in mind, but a commanding sense of the power,
size and “otherness” of God. The person who has
experienced “the fear of the Lord” understands that
God is like a mountain: there’s no getting around him.
He is the one “with whom we have to do.”
Some people may think of this as a negative thing. I
can only assume they have never experienced it. To
know it - not just abstractly, but with one’s whole
being - is exhilarating. It breathes life into a person. It
also brings insight and perspective, which is why the
teacher says, “The fear of the LORD is the beginning
of wisdom, and knowledge of the Holy One is
understanding.”
If the “fear of the Lord” is the beginning of wisdom,
ours must be a very foolish generation. And if the “fear
of the Lord” is exhilarating, ours must be a very bored

(and boring) generation.
“We have,” Dorothy Sayers lamented, “efficiently
pared the claws of the Lion of Judah, certified him
‘meek and mild’ and recommended him as a fitting
household pet for pale curates and pious old ladies.”
The Pulitzer Prize winning poet and author Annie
Dillard asked: “Does anyone have the foggiest idea
what sort of power we so blithely invoke? ... It is
madness to wear ladies’ straw hats and velvet hats to
church; we should all be wearing crash helmets. Ushers
should issue life preservers and signal flares; they
should lash us to our pews. For the sleeping god may
wake someday and take offense, or the waking god
may draw us out to where we can never return.”
When we lose the sense of God’s otherness (holiness)
and magnificence (glory), religion becomes a strategy
for coping with life or even just a hobby. As A. W.
Tozer put it, “Left to ourselves we tend immediately to
reduce God to manageable terms.” At our hands, the
incomprehensible power that created galaxies; the
power that is a person and yet more than a person; the
one who says, “You cannot see my face, for no one
may see me and live,” is offered the position of
personal assistant.
When we lose “the fear of the Lord,” worship is
inevitably degraded. Worshipers see the weekly
gathering as obligatory, and attend out of a sense of
(Continued on page 2)
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HIGHLIGHTS OF THE MAY LITURGICAL CALENDAR
Saint Philip and Saint James, Apostles

The Venerable Bede

The feast commemorating the lives and ministries of
Philip and James is appointed to be 1 May. Our
knowledge of these two apostles comes primarily
from the gospels of John and Mark. James and his
brother, John, were sons of Zebedee. We know
Philip was from Bethsaida. Jesus encountered Philip
in Galilee and called him to be a disciple. It was
Philip who told Nathaniel “We have found him
about whom Moses in the law and also the prophets
wrote, Jesus son of Joseph from Nazareth.”

We will celebrate the life and work of the Venerable
Bede at our Said Mass on Wednesday, 25 May at
10:00AM. Born around 672 in Northumbria, it is
possible that Bede was always intended to be a
monastic. At the age of 7, the young Bede was
dropped off at the monastery at Jarrow by his
parents. The monks undertook his education:
studying scripture, observing monastic discipline,
teaching and writing. Ordained deacon at nineteen
and presbyter at thirty, Bede was probably the
greatest scholar of his time. His most important work
is “The Ecclesiastical History of the English People”,
which he completed in about 731. It was this work
and his exegetical work on scripture that prompted
Leo XIII to confer the title of “Doctor of the
Church” on him; he is the only Englishman to have
received the title. His honorific title “venerable”
became common in the 9th century; a legend ascribes
it to having been supplied by angels to complete his
epitaph. Bede died on the Eve of the Ascension in
735 while dictating his vernacular translation of the
Gospel of John.

Monnica
Monnica’s biography is contained within Confessions,
the spiritual autobiography of her son, Augustine. We
know Augustine in his role as Bishop of Hippo, as
well as through his numerous writings. Monnica was
a “Tiger Mom”, with high aspirations for her son.
We’ll hear more of her story on Wednesday, 4 May,
at our 10:00AM Mass.
First Book of Common Prayer
In an open day in the week following Pentecost, we
annually remember the first use of the Book of
Common Prayer on the Day of Pentecost in 1549,
during the reign of Edward the Sixth, King of
England. Thomas Cranmer was its principal author.
He drew on sources ranging from the Use of Sarum
to revisions of Martin Luther. On Wednesday, 18
May, we’ll use the Communion Service from the
1549 BCP. You’ll be amazed at how familiar it is!

The Visitation of the Blessed Virgin Mary

(Continued from page 1)

events, minor-league therapy sessions or bogus
wealth management seminars.

duty rather than anticipation. Because church leaders
know this (and perhaps even feel it) they try to find
ways to ease the burden of Sunday morning for the
weary worshiper.
There are two principal approaches for doing so:
make the worship time entertaining or make it
productive. The church building becomes a concert
hall, a comedy club or a lecture hall. Church leaders
become rock stars, comedians or would-be Dr. Phil’s.
Church services become amateur entertainment

We will celebrate the feast of the Visitation of the
Blessed Virgin Mary at 12:10PM on Tuesday, 31 May.
This commemorates the visit of the mother of Our
Lord to her cousin Elizabeth as recounted in Luke’s
Gospel. It is from the Annunciation and the
Visitation that the words for Magnificat are drawn.

The problem with all this is that church meetings end
up being about pleasing the worshiper (or “attendee,”
which is probably more accurate) rather than pleasing
the awesome and astonishing God. Ironically,
pleasing that God is a real possibility but pleasing the
worshiper is vaporous fancy.
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Memorial Donations
The regular meeting of the Wardens and Vestry of
Saint John’s Church was called to order at 11:35AM
in the parlor by Fr. Heard.
The minutes of the March meeting were approved as
written.
Administration: Janet Buckley reviewed the financial
statements, observing that we had a deficit of $3,496
for the month.
Outreach: Janet noted that the Head Start books
were almost ready to be distributed.
Physical Plant: Fr. Heard noted that the repair of the
#2 compressor in our chiller has been repaired. The
contractor noted that the #1 compressor is getting
weak. They do not recommend replacing or
rebuilding it since the chiller is about 40 years old.
They said that we’ve gotten more than twice the
expected life out of it.
The combination action from the organ has been
sent to the vendor for diagnosis and repair. Quimby
Pipe Organs will offer Saint John’s a Service
Agreement which will limit our tuning expense.
Landscape Plan: We have not yet received pricing on
the plan; Butch Yeager will follow up with Tony
Seymour. Louis Daniel will contact Tony about the
plant selections.
Great Hall Roof: We have not been able to make
contact with the contractor to schedule the repair.
Homecoming: October 7 is the 60th anniversary of
the first service in the “New Church”. We are
considering a commemoration of that event, with a
tentative date in October. Janet Buckley, James
Christiansen and Connie Anderson will work on an
initial plan to present to the vestry.
The meeting was adjourned with prayer at 12:15PM.

Saint John’s wishes to extend a sincere
thank you to those who made the
following memorial donations in May:
Debra Yeager Newman
Bob & Paula Ross
Alice Cieutat
Sue Dyess
June Morrison
Sue Dyess
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at Saint John’s
Mobile

Congratulations to our
newest baptized members—
Taylor Elise Helmick
Amelia Ann Broach
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Holy Week photos by
Nikki Shaw
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Elsewhere in the Diocese
SCHOLARSHIP OPPORTUNITY
The Diocese of the Central Gulf Coast is pleased to
announce the application process for academic
scholarships for the 2016-2017 school year. There are
several specific scholarships with varying qualifiersspecific details can be found at www.diocgc.org/ya.
The number and amount ($500 or more) of
scholarships awarded will be determined by the
Scholarship Committee.
The application deadline is May 27, 2016. Awards will
be announced on or around July 1, 2016. Scholarship
applications are available by download in a PDF
format at www.diocgc.org/ya. If you have any
questions, please contact James Lawrence, Diocesan
Youth Coordinator at (251) 616-2162
or james@cgcyouth.org.

DIOCESAN ACOLYTE FESTIVAL
Saturday, August 20th
Christ Church Cathedral, Mobile
Join us for our first annual Diocesan Acolyte
Festival on Saturday, August 20th at Christ Church
Cathedral in Mobile. We will begin the day
registration at 8:30 am, Eucharist at 10:00 am with
the dedication of acolytes, lunch, and workshops
to equip your acolytes. Learn why we do what we
do, learn how to use a thurible, learn about the
Cathedral, and much more. Acolytes will come
with "holy hardware" from their church, including
robes, crosses, torches, banners, and thuribles. The
event will be led by Mike Harding, Acolyte Master
at Holy Nativity, Panama City; Bishop Russell
Kendrick and the Rev. Dan Wagner, Canon Pastor
at Christ Church Cathedral, Mobile and hosted by
the Commission on Youth and Young Adult
Ministries.
Acolytes should come with their adult acolyte
leaders who are invited to vest and process with
their acolytes. Rectors and clergy are also invited
to join us. Vesting color is green. The event will
conclude at 3:45 pm. Any group coming from a
further distance can stay at Beckwith Camp and
Retreat Center on Friday, August 19th at a reduced
rate. Please contact James Lawrence, Diocesan
Youth Coordinator at james@cgcyouth.org or
(251) 616-2162 to reserve lodging space. Register
online at register.cgcyouth.org
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Tony Seymour
Carrie Fairley
Cookie Rich
Tanner Dunham
Mike Barbour

5/03
5/05
5/09
5/10
5/11

Paula Ross
Zachary Anderson
Trey Johnson
Pat Fulford

5/15
5/16
5/20
5/29

Kat & Chris Velaski

Contact Us
Staff:
The Reverend Thomas Heard, rector
rector@stjohnsmobile.org
Louis Daniel
Organist & Choir Director
music@stjohnsmobile.org

For healing grace and continued strength, we pray for our
members:
Mary Jones, Megan Partsch, Carolyn Pearce, Ron Brown,
Andrew Lee, Bessie Southall, Jayson Chestang, Ashley Garris,
Marian Boykin, Budd McLean, Joyce Lee, Donna Waites.
For our Homebound:
Mae Dunn, Nell Kirk, Lorraine Murray, Alice Schablinski,
Catherine Warren, Chick Wohlert.
For victims of war and their families, and members of our
Armed Forces and their families:
Ellis Garner, Eric Mattoon.
For our Friends and Family:
Theresa Bateman, Kellie Roberts‑Bryars, David Bryars,
Bonnie Jernigan, Allen Edwards, Troy Fisher, Kaye Turner,
Katelynn Tillman, Britney Butler, Ann Hall, John Hawlicheck,
Angie Leon, Neal Tourné, Sandy & Ray Michel, Brenda Bateman,
Connor Crist, Blake Bennet, Starley Anderson, Paul Nelson,
Barbara Bassett, Krystal Hiatt, Robert Cochran, Sr., Irene Barrow,
Elias Bates, Donnie Chestang, Bill Jones, Mark Stiber,
Dennis Brown [priest], Jayne Carson [deacon].

Lella Lowe
Financial Secretary
finance@stjohnsmobile.org
Jack Ruppe
Sexton

Vestry:
Connie Anderson
Ron Brown
Janet Buckley, treasurer
James Christiansen, junior warden
Cindy Gass, senior warden
Eugene Johnston
Geri Moulton
Nikki Shaw, clerk
Butch Yeager
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RETURN SERVICE REQUESTED

Come Worship With Us!
Monday—Friday:
8:30AM Morning Prayer

Parish Office
Monday-Thursday
9:00 a.m.-2:00 p.m.

Sunday:
9:00AM

Telephone: 251-479-5474
Fax: 251-473-1230
www.stjohnsmobile.org

Wednesday:
10:00AM Holy Eucharist;
Healing on the 1st
Wednesday of the month.

Thee Store Episcopal Books
Monday
Wednesday
Thursday
9 a.m.-1 p.m.
and by appointment

Adult and Youth Christian
Formation
10:00AM Holy Eucharist

Other Feasts and Holy Days are
observed throughout the year; please
see our website for the latest schedule.

Telephone: 251-479-5086

SAINT JOHN’S: THE EPISCOPAL CHURCH IN MIDTOWN MOBILE
Grounded in shared sacramental life and moving into the world
to be the hands of Our Lord.

