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FROM THE RECTOR:
Dear Ones,
As you might remember, we’re planning a celebration
of our 60th anniversary in the “new church” for
October 9. There are a number of projects in the
offing that we’ll all have the opportunity to participate
in. The committee organizing this is composed of
Connie Anderson, Janet Buckley, and James
Christiansen. (Yes, it is the ‘usual suspects.’) They’re
organizing around three committees: Invitations,
Displays, and Reception. You’ll have opportunities to
join the committee of your choice in the coming
weeks, but let’s talk about what each one is going to
do.
Invitations: This group will be gathering names and
addresses for folks that we’d like to join us for the
event. There are a couple of threads here. First, we
need to identify those folks who grew up at Saint
John’s but no longer attend with us. The second group
is those folks who are not “cradle” Saint John’s but
have been part of our efforts over the years, as well as
folks we’d like to invite. The Invitations Committee
will also coordinate RSVPs and build an estimate of
attendance for the Reception Committee.
Reception: One of the things we do really well at Saint
John’s is planning, preparing, and doing events that
involve food. We know how to do these; it’s in our
DNA. I think this one is a little more challenging than
our usual because we don’t know how many will
actually be in attendance. Creativity and flexibility are
probably going to be the watchwords for this one. Oh,
probably need to add ‘quick reactions’ to that list.
We’ve all experienced today’s apparent disregard for
courtesy when it comes to responses to invitations.
These days, it seems to be either no response, or one
that comes at the last possible minute. That will make
the Reception Committee’s task just a bit harder.

Displays: The Displays Committee is going to need a
lot of help. The plan is to create a pictorial history of
“the New Church”. There are two major activities in
this committee’s work: Acquiring and Arranging. Their
first task will be ferreting out what pictures might be
available for the displays, getting agreement to lend
them, and keeping track of what was acquired from
whom. Their second task will be the construction of
the display boards to help tell the story of the New
Church.
I’m pretty sure that each of the pictures has a story that
goes along with it. I think the story is at least as
important as the picture. In fact, I think that the story,
the personal involvement and impact of it, is what’s
really important. What the picture gives us is the trigger
or stimulus we need to begin the process of recall of
the story that goes with it.
There are some stories that don’t evoke pleasant
memories and emotions. They are part of our stories as
well, and they contribute to who we are and who we
are becoming. In fact, it is theorized that negative
memory and emotion recalls are more important in
forming who we are than ones that are positive. I find
that really interesting.
We’re going to kick off the academic year with Sunday
School starting on the 21st of August. (That’s the
Sunday following our Episcopal Visitation with Bishop
Kendrick.) We’re going to call the series “Telling Our
Story.” I’d like for you all to start looking for those old
pictures, start remembering the stories that they evoke.
We’ll gather in the Great Hall at 9:00AM for six weeks
to look at the pictures and hear the stories, and I’ll ask
for others to contribute their recollections of the same
events. It is about who we are, where we’ve come
from, and where we’re going. I’m looking forward to
hearing your memories and seeing the pictures.
-Thomas
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HIGHLIGHTS OF THE JULY
LITURGICAL CALENDAR
Elizabeth Cady Stanton, Amelia Bloomer, Sojourner
Truth, and Harriet Ross Tubman
On Wednesday, 20 July at our 10:00AM Said Mass, we will
commemorate the lives of these four women as liberators,
prophets and workers for the Kingdom of God. The four
women lived at around the same time, the end of the 19th and
beginning of the 20th centuries. Two were born to well-off
families and two as slaves. All of them had a vision for the
equal treatment of people regardless of race, gender, or social
condition and did much to benefit the status of women and
the betterment of the downtrodden.
Saint Mary Magdalene
We will celebrate the feast of Saint Mary Magdalene on
Friday, 22 July at a 12:10PM Said Mass. Surnames were not a
feature of Palestine in the first century, so it was customary to
use genealogical and geographical annotations to differentiate
between people of the same name. Saint Mary Magdalene
features prominently in the Gospels of Luke and John. In
Luke, she was healed by Our Lord who cast out seven
demons from her. She became a follower immediately. In
John’s Gospel, Mary Magdalene is the “Mary” at the tomb
who recognizes the resurrected Jesus and tells the disciples, “I
have seen the Lord.” In the Eastern tradition, Mary is held as
equal to the apostles.
Saint James the Apostle
James is sometimes called “the Greater”, to differentiate him
from James the brother of our Lord, and the other apostle
named James. With his brother John, the sons of Zebedee
were also known as the “Sons of Thunder”, due to their
dispositions. James is accorded the honor of being the first of
the apostles to be martyred for Our Lord. We will celebrate
James at a Said Mass on Monday, 25 July at 12:10PM.
William Reed Huntington
Christian unity was Huntington’s great passion throughout
his ministry. In his book, The Church Idea (1870), he attempted
to articulate the essentials of Christian unity. The grounds he
proposed as a basis for unity were presented to, and accepted
by, the House of Bishops in Chicago in 1886, and, with some
slight modification, were adopted by the Lambeth
Conference in 1888. The “Chicago-Lambeth Quadrilateral”
has become a historic landmark for the Anglican
Communion. It is included on pages 876–878 of the Book of
Common Prayer, among the Historical Documents of the
Church. We will commemorate the work of Fr. Huntington
at our Wednesday mass on 27 July.

For healing grace and continued
strength, we pray for our members:
Mary Jones, Carolyn Pearce, Ron Brown,
Bessie Southall, Jayson Chestang,
Budd McLean, Joyce Lee,
Donna Waites.
For our Homebound:
Mae Dunn, Nell Kirk, Lorraine Murray,
Alice Schablinski, Catherine Warren,
Chick Wohlert.
For victims of war and their families,
and members of our Armed Forces
and their families:
Ellis Garner, Eric Mattoon.
For our Friends and Family:
Bob Sheffield, Karen Davis,
David Pearce, Cliff Federle,
Charlie Coles, Joyce Bolden,
Marsha Gilmore, Anna Marie Brown,
Mary Jo Vinson, Kellie Roberts‑Bryars,
David Bryars, Bonnie Jernigan,
Troy Fisher, Kaye Turner,
Katelynn Tillman, Britney Butler,
Ann Hall, John Hawlicheck, Angie Leon,
Neal Tourné, Sandy & Ray Michel,
Brenda Bateman, Connor Crist,
Blake Bennet, Starley Anderson,
Paul Nelson, Barbara Bassett,
Krystal Hiatt, Robert Cochran, Sr.,
Irene Barrow, Elias Bates,
Donnie Chestang, Bill Jones,
Mark Stiber.
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The regular meeting of the Wardens and Vestry of
Saint John’s was called to order on 12 June 2016 at
11:35AM. Nikki Shaw was excused and the rector
appointed Eugene Johnston as Clerk pro-tempore.
The minutes of the May meeting were approved.
Treasurer Janet Buckley reviewed the financial
statements, observing that we operated at a $4,200 loss
for the month. Butch Yeager noted that we are still
running at a surplus for the year.
There was no report from Outreach.
Parish life reminded that there is no 4th Sunday Potluck
in June and that the July event will be the parish picnic.
James Christiansen is seeking a quote to power wash
the 1702 Church St. property. The tree was trimmed
and gutters repaired.
The rector asked and the vestry approved the Parochial
Report for 2015.

Please make the following changes/additions
to your 2016 St. John’s directory:
Joan-Marie Elam
924 Plantation Blvd.
103 Homestead Village #1
Fairhope, AL 36532
251-303-3933
Wendy Cape
200 S. Florida St., Apt. 101
Mobile, AL 36606
Don’t have a new directory? Pick one up next
Sunday in the Great Hall or call the church and
we will drop one in the mail to you.

The rector reported that our previous incumbent
auditor is unable to continue. A bid from another firm
was $1,500. It was moved, seconded, and adopted that
Saint John’s will form an Audit Committee this year to
carry out the required inspections. This year’s budget
will be accrued for next year and a CPA will be retained
for the 2017 audit.
The rector announced that our Episcopal Visitation
will be 14 August. He is thinking about a Saturday
afternoon gathering for the Vestry and bishop; the
bishop will lead the adult forum.
The 60th Anniversary Committee has met and decided
on three subcommittees: Invitations, Displays, and
Reception. More to come.
The meeting was adjourned with prayer at 12:35PM.
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PARISH LIFE
JULY’S FOURTH SUNDAY POTLUCK:
PARISH PICNIC
St. John’s annual inside-outside Parish Picnic will
be held on Sunday, July 24th. We have a new “grill
master” this year: Darren Anderson has
volunteered to do the duties on the grill. The rest
of us have the task to provide all the traditional
picnic “fixings”. The sign-up sheet will be on the
bulletin board. So
let’s dress for a
picnic and eat
picnic foods, but
we’ll leave the
bugs outside!

MARK YOUR CALENDARS:
OCTOBER 9, 2016
CELEBRATING 60 YEARS IN
MIDTOWN
The vestry has set
the date for the
celebration of the
60th year anniversary
in our current
location. On
Sunday, October 9,
2016 we will
celebrate with a
beautiful service and a joyful reception.
The vestry-appointed planning committee met and
has started planning. There are three main tasks that
will need to make this celebration one to remember:
invitations, displays/publicity, and the reception.
There will be plenty to do and the planning
committee wants to involve everyone. Look for an
explanation of committee tasks/activities and sign up
posters in the Great Hall. You can sign up for many
tasks or just one task—many hands make big tasks
small!
If you have suggestions, ideas, thoughts, comments,
please share them with any member of the planning
committee or any member of the vestry. We want this
to be an all-parish event!
Connie Anderson
Janet Buckley
James Christiansen

Joan-Marie Elam and Neva Bache celebrate a
shared birthday during coffee hour.
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INDEPENDENCE DAY REFLECTIONS
This month we celebrate our nation’s 240th birthday.
My family, however, also uses Each Fourth of July to
remember – and give Thanks for – John Love, my greatgreat-great grandfather.

The second John Love, my great-grand- father, moved
west to Ohio’s “black swamp” region where he
homesteaded a half-section of land, married and had
children.

This young Englishman was impressed into the British
army and shipped to the New World to help put down
the errant colonials. He was “selected” one Sunday
morning, along with every other able-bodied male, from
the church where he had accompanied his mother. He
was marched directly to a waiting ship and
not allowed to pack for the voyage.

His son Andrew was the Love family’s first college
graduate (Ohio State, 1908) and was the Superintendent
of Schools in Clyde, Ohio, where my mother grew up.

His mother gave him her parting gift, the
only possession she had with her, her Book
of Common Prayer. Although they
corresponded, they never saw each other
again, but he had the prayerbook to
“remember her by”.
When our Revolutionary War ended, the
young man, John Love, realized that he could
take up land in this new country and have a
better future than was possible in England.
He settled in New Jersey, married and had a large family,
beginning a tradition in our family that continues to this
day.
John named his oldest son Andrew, for his father.
Andrew stayed in New Jersey and eventually married,
and named his oldest son John, for his father. He also
inherited the Prayer Book his grandfather had brought
to America.

My grandparents had no sons, and my mother
eventually inherited the Prayer Book, which
she let us look at but not touch. It was
bound in black leather, was about seven
inches tall and six inches thick, with tiny tiny
print.
Mother and Dad named one of their sons
Andrew Jacob, after our grandfather. Andy, a
good Episcopalian, is now the Prayer-book’s
owner. In time his son John Morgret will
inherit the precious and valuable book, which
usually lives at the National Bank of
Commerce in Memphis.
We are thankful to God for our great-great-great-great
grandmother Love and her gift to her son and his
descendants. It seems right somehow that some of us
have been brought back to the Episcopal Church USA,
a daughter church of the Church of England.
-Mary Gieseler

DID YOU KNOW?
•

Get well wishes go to Bob Sheffield. He is recovering from surgery. A fall left Bob with a broken ankle.

•

Thanks go to Andrew Lee for the many bags of blueberries. Andrew grew, picked and delivered on Sunday
morning for our pleasure. They were delicious.

•

We now have two wonderful acolytes. Will Anderson and Jeweliana Barbour. We are so proud of you. It is
so nice to see young people participate in our morning service. Thank you.

•

The Homestead Village in Fairhope is getting a new resident in July. Joan-Marie Elam is moving the first
of July to be closer to family. Her new contact information is in the “Directory Update” article. We hope
you join the Bayway race often.

Contact Bootsie Cieutat if you have information for future “Did You Know?” columns.
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Elsewhere in the Diocese
ERD’S WORK WITH
THE EPISCOPAL CHURCH IN THE
PHILIPPINES
On Sunday 10-Jul-2016 (Pentecost 8) in the Anglican
Cycle of Prayer we will pray for The Episcopal Church
in the Philippines, The Most Revd. Renato Mag-Gay
Abibico, Prime Bishop of the Episcopal Church in the
Philippines. The Episcopal Church in the Philippines
has over 120,000 members in 590 congregations, in six
dioceses: Diocese of Northern Philippines, Diocese of
Northern Luzon, Diocese of Santiago, Diocese of
North Central Philippines, Diocese of Central
Philippines, and the Diocese of Southern Philippines.
Beginning in 2010 Episcopal Relief & Development,
working with Episcopal Church of the Philippines and
their community development arm, the E-CARE
Foundation, which lead to the founding of Episcopal
Community Action for Renewal and Empowerment
Foundation. They use using the asset-based community
development (ABCD) approach for their
programming. The approach identifies the assets and
resources of communities and considers these the
building blocks of development.
Working in rural communities, this program promotes
natural farming techniques, in order to alleviate
negative health and environmental effects from
chemical use, allowing producers to reach new organic
markets, and increase resilience to a changing climate.
The objectives of these activities are to improve the
quality of life of their members and build authentically
caring, loving and just communities.
As we pray for The
Episcopal Church in the
Philippines let us
remember the work of
the E-Care Foundation
and Episcopal Relief &
Development.

WELCOMING PRAYER WORKSHOP
CONSENT ON THE GO
SATURDAY, AUGUST 13TH, 8:30-3:30
AT CHRIST CHURCH
The Welcoming Prayer is an "on-the-go" practice
for contemplatives. The Welcoming Prayer is a
method of consenting to God's presence and
action in our physical and emotional reactions to
events and situations in daily life. It is a "letting
go" in the present moment, in the midst of the
activity of ordinary life. Practicing the Welcoming
Prayer offers us the opportunity to make choices
free of the false-self system---responding instead
of reacting to the present moment. Through the
action of the Holy Spirit, the practice empowers
us to take appropriate action as freely and lovingly
as possible in any situation that presents itself.
This workshop will introduce us to the actual
method of the Welcoming Prayer and provide
opportunity for practice. It will include
discussions on the human condition and the falseself as conceptual background of the Welcoming
Prayer. If you are new to the Welcoming Prayer
or have been a long-time practitioner, you will
enjoy our time together in silence as well as
attending presentations about the Welcoming
Prayer. The workshop includes two periods of
centering prayer.
Retreat Leader is Mary Dwyer, the current
Chairperson of Contemplative Outreach
International Governing Board and long time
retreat leader and presenter of both Centering
Prayer and The Welcoming Prayer.
Cost $45.00 - includes Continental breakfast and
Cottage Cafe lunch.
Register on line or see more information at
www.centeringprayernwf.com.
Registrar: Nan James: nangjames66@gmail.com;
850-712-2217.
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Caroline Chestang
Catherine Warren
Max Stiber
Tina Cieutat
Isabella Dennis

07/08
07/08
07/10
07/13
07/16

Regina Harvey-Molyneux 07/20
Cheryl Winters-Heard 07/21
Carolyn Pearce
07/26
Makayla Yeager
07/28
Jennifer Yeager
07/31

Bob & Paula Ross
07/12
Darren & LaNeisha Anderson 07/15
Lavelle & Debbie Ollhoft
07/20

Contact Us
Staff:
The Reverend Thomas Heard, rector
rector@stjohnsmobile.org
Louis Daniel
Organist & Choir Director
music@stjohnsmobile.org
Lella Lowe
Financial Secretary
finance@stjohnsmobile.org
Diocesan Acolyte Festival Saturday, August 20th
8:30 am to 3:45 pm | Christ Church Cathedral, Mobile
Join us for our first annual Diocesan Acolyte Festival on Saturday,
August 20th at Christ Church Cathedral in Mobile. Learn why we
do what we do, learn how to use a thurible, learn about the
Cathedral, and much more. Acolytes will come with “holy
hardware” from their church, including robes, crosses, torches,
banners, and thuribles. The event will be led by Mike Harding,
Acolyte Master at Holy Nativity, Panama City; Bishop Russell
Kendrick and the Rev. Dan Wagner, Canon Pastor at Christ
Church Cathedral, Mobile and hosted by the Commission on
Youth and Young Adult Ministries. Acolytes should come with
their adult acolyte leaders who are invited to vest and process with
their acolytes. Rectors and clergy are also invited to join us.
Vesting color is green. Contact Father Thomas if you are
interested in participating.

Jack Ruppe
Sexton
Vestry:
Connie Anderson
Ron Brown
Janet Buckley, treasurer
James Christiansen, junior warden
Cindy Gass, senior warden
Eugene Johnston
Geri Moulton
Nikki Shaw, clerk
Butch Yeager

8

Saint John’s Episcopal Church
1707 Government Street
Mobile, Alabama 36604

Nonprofit Organization
U.S.POSTAGE PAID
Mobile, Alabama
Permit No. 607

RETURN SERVICE REQUESTED

Come Worship With Us!
Monday—Friday:
8:30AM Morning Prayer

Parish Office
Monday-Thursday
9:00 a.m.-2:00 p.m.

Sunday:
9:00AM Adult and Youth Christian
Formation
10:00AM Holy Eucharist

Telephone: 251-479-5474
Fax: 251-473-1230
www.stjohnsmobile.org

Wednesday:
10:00AM Holy Eucharist;
Healing on the 1st
Wednesday of the month.

Thee Store Episcopal Books
Monday
Wednesday
Thursday
9 a.m.-1 p.m.
and by appointment

Other Feasts and Holy Days are
observed throughout the year; please
see our website for the latest schedule.

Telephone: 251-479-5086

SAINT JOHN’S: THE EPISCOPAL CHURCH IN MIDTOWN MOBILE
Grounded in shared sacramental life and moving into the world
to be the hands of Our Lord.

