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THE FOURTH EPISTLE 
SAINT JOHN’S EPISCOPAL CHURCH 

MOBILE, ALABAMA 
 

The Reverend Thomas Heard, Rector 
The Protestant Episcopal Diocese of the Central Gulf Coast 

The Right Reverend James Russell Kendrick, Bishop 
 

Dear Ones, 

I hope you have noticed the new landscaping around 
our monument sign. This was accomplished over three 
days by Tony Seymour and his crew at A Bloom, just 
in time for our Episcopal Visitation. It is a great 
improvement: Visually stunning and much lower 
maintenance effort. 

The work is part of the Comprehensive Landscape 
Plan that Tony developed at the request of your 
Vestry. This portion of the plan was funded by 
anonymous gifts for the project. A special thanks to 
you; you know who you are. 

We had a great crew present on Saturday, 6 August for 
a work day at the church. A big crew took on yard 
work and another took on housekeeping in the church. 
Lots of trimming of bushes and weeding happened in 
the three and a half hours the outside crew worked.  

The Altar Guild and others took on polishing the silver 
as well as vacuuming and dusting. A couple of folks 
took on the task of cleaning and oiling the Altar and all 
of its carved work. I’m told it was very thirsty! 

All in all the place looked really nice for the Bishop’s 
visitation.  

It got me to thinking, though, about what our 
motivation was to do this. A few questions popped up 
in my head: 

• Why do we think we have to “clean up” before 
the Bishop gets here?  

• Do we think we’re fooling him (maybe 
someday a ‘her’) into thinking the place always 
looks like this? 

• What are we saying about who we are, week in 
and week out, versus who we appear to be 
when the Bishop is with us? 

It appears we have a “buff it up because the Bishop’s 
coming” mentality. I don’t mean for that to sound 
pejorative, but it probably does. I’m not so sure that’s 
what we really intend and, in fact, would probably 
deny. What we do seems to imply that we are 
concerned with appearance. 

If you step back from it a bit, I think you can see that 
we are ‘reacting’ to the visit. Perhaps we’d be in better 
stead if we were intentional about these things, rather 
than being driven by an event. We have the same sorts 
of preparation efforts at Christmas and Easter. 

I’m sure the Bishop appreciates our “cleaning up”, just 
as I’m sure that the Bishop also knows we behave like 
every other parish or mission. 

The bishop represents the Church (with a big “C”). We 
are the Body of Christ. If our vocation is to live our 
Baptismal Covenant, shouldn’t our every-day life look 
like one of readiness?  

Jesus tells us several parables about being ready, being 
prepared. I, personally, take those parables as 
reminders that I shouldn’t be such a procrastinator, but 
should, rather, be on top of things and ready to go at a 
moment’s notice.  

If we’re living in the Kingdom of God, working for its 
full manifestation, I think we’re supposed to be 
expecting that to happen at any moment. I think we’re 
supposed to be ready, to be prepared. Expecting it to 
leap into full view. 

That means we need to be ready. We need to be doing 
all the things that we can to help to birth the Kingdom 
of God. Because, unlike the Bishop, we won’t know 
when it’s going to happen. 

—Thomas 

FROM THE RECTOR: 
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HIGHLIGHTS OF THE SEPTEMBER 
LITURGICAL CALENDAR 

Nativity of the Blessed Virgin Mary  
 
Situated as close to the Feast of the Assumption as it is, the 
Nativity of the Blessed Virgin Mary receives less solemnity than 
it did in earlier times. The earliest evidence of a celebration of 
the Mother of Our Lord comes from the 6th century. Following 
the declaration of the Council at Ephesus in 431 that Mary was 
the Theotokos, or God-bearer, devotion to Mary became much 
more common. The origins of the story of her birth come from 
the apocryphal Protoevangelium of James, written about 150. We 
will celebrate the birth of Mary at a said mass on Thursday, 8 
September at 12:10PM. 

 

Holy Cross Day  
 
On Wednesday, 14 September at 10:00AM, we will celebrate the 
Feast of the Holy Cross. Eusebius tells us Emperor 
Constantine’s mother, Helena, discovered the True Cross buried 
at Golgotha. She was entrusted by the emperor to build suitable 
housing that would inspire and attract veneration of the relic. 
Helena’s work stands today as the Church of the Holy 
Sepulchre. This day, we honor the implement of execution that 
brings us life and salvation. 
 
 
Saint Matthew  
 
Saint Matthew, Apostle and Evangelist will be commemorated 
on Wednesday, 21 September 2011 at a Said Mass at 10:00AM. 
Legend holds that Matthew the Tax Collector became a disciple 
of Jesus and later wrote an account of the life and works of 
Jesus. We know this today as the Gospel of Matthew. 
 
 
Saint Michael and All Angels 
 

One of the Major Feasts of the Church, the Feast of Saint 
Michael and All Angels is observed on 29 September. Also 
known as Michaelmas, this day commemorates not only the 
Archangel Michael but the entire host of angels. Angels have 
found a place in contemporary society with many identifying a 
personal guardian angel. But angel comes from the Greek 
“Angelos” which means “messenger”. This day we commemorate 
all the messengers and agents of God throughout the course of 
history. We will commemorate this feast at a Said Mass on 
Thursday, 29 September at 12:10PM. 

The ECW will be receiving 
donations for the United 
Thank Offering on 
November  20th.  Please 
keep this date in mind and 
when you have your 

evening meal say a prayer and give to UTO. 
The money goes to many good causes and 
will be distributed by UTO. More 
information will be in the October 
newsletter.  

Did You Know? 

• Thee Store was created by an 
action of the Vestry in 1967? 

• The Altar used to be on the same 
level as the Sanctuary floor? (The 
Sanctuary is the area inside the 
Altar Rail, but you knew that 
already.) It wasn’t until 1968 that 
the two-step platform was added 
to raise the Altar. The Retable is 
now level with the bottom of the 
stained glass window that was 
moved from the Old Church. 

• The first carillon for Saint John’s 
was a cartridge tape player 
system and clock. It was installed 
in 1970 at a cost of $1,800. It was 
a ‘state-of-the-art’ system at the 
time. It had become completely 
inoperable and was replaced in 
2010 at a cost of $3,625 for a 
current technology system. 

• The roofs of both buildings are 
original. Repair work has taken 
place on both. The Church roof 
is solid, but the Parish House 
roof is becoming a maintenance 
problem. For a flat roof, we’ve 
gotten excellent life out of it, but 
that life is growing short. 
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    OutreachOutreachOutreachOutreach 

The Vestry did not meet formally in 
August. Instead, we gathered for 
breakfast with Russell Kendrick on the 
day of his visitation to Saint John’s. 

We spent 45 minutes talking about the 
state of the church, what’s going on in 
our diocese, and what’s going on at 
Saint John’s. 

The bishop expressed his thanks for 
Eugene Johnston’s continued work as 
diocesan coordinator for Episcopal 
Relief and Development and for Fr. 
Heard’s work in Ecumenical and 
Interfaith activities. Bishop Kendrick 
feels that both of these areas are 
extremely important to the future of the 
church, as demonstrations of our 
commitment to living into our 
baptismal covenant and our genuine 
friendship and devotion to others. 

We talked about the challenges we’re 
having with our buildings and 
equipment. Russell commiserated with 
us. We talked about the 60th 
Anniversary celebration as well. The 
Bishop regrets not being able to share 
the event with us, but also feels that it 
should be about Saint John’s and not 
the bishop 

We also talked about ways in which the 
midtown parishes might be able to 
share and cooperate. These might 
include things like building a unified 
EYC, sharing the workload of running 
a food pantry, putting together joint 
services for Thanksgiving Day or 
Christmas Day, or even sharing staff. 
We’ll have to see what pans out in the 
coming year. 

Your Outreach Committee recently had an 
opportunity to help our neighbors at the 
Leinkauf School, and we earmarked 
$500.00 to assist the teachers with 
purchasing unfunded and necessary 
classroom supplies.  We also asked you to 
donate items such as hand sanitizer, 
tissues, paper towels—items which are 
desperately needed in the classroom during our year-round allergy 
season, and items that usually have to be purchased by the 
teachers.   

 
You rose to the challenge, even 
with the short notice! We want 
to thank all of you who 
donated items for the school 
for making this a rollicking 
success!  The items were 
delivered to Dr. Pruitt, 
principal of Leinkauf, and she 
was very grateful to receive the 
supplies.  Mary Sheffield also 
used some of the funds to 
purchase uniform shirts for 
students whose families might 
be unable to afford them, and 
Dr. Pruitt was especially 
touched to receive these.  We 
have some remaining funds in 
our Leinkauf Fund that will be 
used later in the school year as 
needs arise.  
 

Outreach also has responded to the needs of the folks in Baton 
Rouge, Louisiana and surrounding parishes who have been 
devastated by a catastrophic flood.  We have donated $500.00 to 
Episcopal Relief and Development in a designated gift to be used 
to assist with cleanup efforts in Louisiana.   
 
Thank you all for your continuing support of Outreach, and 
permitting us to be the hands of Jesus in our hurting world.  We 
are beginning to think about activities and opportunities for the 
fall, and welcome all input.   

-Cheryl 

Dr. Pruitt, principal of Leinkauf 
School, receiving Saint John’s 
gifts for the students. 
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BISHOP KENDRICK VISITS SAINT JOHN’S—AUGUST 14, 2016 
Photos by Nikki Shaw. 
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PARISH LIFE 

More Photos 

from the 

Parish Picnic! 
 

Courtesy of Nikki Shaw. 
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Elsewhere in the DioceseElsewhere in the DioceseElsewhere in the DioceseElsewhere in the Diocese    

Episcopal Relief & Development is supporting the 
Episcopal Diocese of Louisiana’s emergency response 
efforts in the wake of widespread flooding that has 
affected more than 60,000 homes across the state and 
killed 13 people. More than 6.9 trillion gallons of rain 
pummeled Louisiana between August 8 and 14. More 
than 20,000 people had to be taken to safety and more 
than 1000 pets. This has been considered “500-year 
floods” according to data from the National Oceanic 
and Atmospheric Administration. 
 
With support from Episcopal Relief & Development, 
the Episcopal Diocese of Louisiana is responding to 
immediate needs such as food, emergency housing and 
storage, gasoline and replacement of lost items by 
distributing gift cards at churches and shelters. Over 
the long-term, the economic impact of the flood will 
fall most heavily on those least able to recover quickly, 
with road and business closures resulting in lost income 
on top of repair costs. 
 
In the Episcopal Diocese of Western Louisiana, a large 
portion of the diocese is included in the federal disaster 

declaration. Diocesan leaders are working with local 
churches to assess needs as they respond in their 
communities. The response may include gift cards and 
other support for immediate emergency needs. 
Episcopal Relief & Development is in close contact 
with the Diocesan Disaster Coordinator and expects 
the partnership to develop over the coming weeks.  
 
Please continue to pray for all those impacted by 
storms and flooding, for first responders who are 
conducting rescue operations and for church 
communities who are reaching out to care for their 
most vulnerable members and neighbors.  
 
To enable Episcopal Relief & Development to respond 
to the current Gulf Coast flooding and support 
emergency preparedness and long-term recovery efforts 
in the United States, please donate to the US Disaster 
Response Fund, or send a contribution by mail: 
 
Episcopal Relief & Development 
P.O. Box 7058 
Merrifield, VA 22116-7058 

EPISCOPAL RELIEF & DEVELOPMENT  
RESPONDS TO SEVERE FLOODING  

IN LOUISIANA  

PET CPR & EMERGENCY MEASURES CLASS TO BE HELD AT REDEEMER  
 
The St. Francis Guild Animal Ministry group at the Church of the Redeemer in Mobile will sponsor a "Pet CPR & 
Emergency Measures" class on Saturday, September 10, from 9:00 am until noon. 
  
The course will be taught by Barbara Robinson, LVT, and will include informative lecture and slide presentations 
followed by hands-on experience in basic CPR for dogs and cats as well as demonstrations of restraint techniques 
for safety. The class will also cover medical emergencies and first aid procedures for dogs and cats to help stabilize 
them until they can be taken to a vet. Refreshments will be served. 
  
There is no fee for the class, but participants must register by Saturday, September 3, to attend. Register 
at stfrancisguildmobile@gmail.com or by calling the church office at 251-639-1948.The church is located 7125 
Hitt Road (corner of Cody & Hitt) in Mobile. 
  
For more information, see the group's Facebook page at www.facebook.com/StFrancisGuild.  
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Contact Us 
 

Staff: 
 

The Reverend Thomas Heard, rector 
rector@stjohnsmobile.org 
 

Louis Daniel 
Organist & Choir Director 
music@stjohnsmobile.org 
 

Lella Lowe 
Financial Secretary 
finance@stjohnsmobile.org 
 

Jack Ruppe 
Sexton 
 
Vestry: 
Connie Anderson 

Ron Brown 

Janet Buckley, treasurer 

James Christiansen, junior warden 

Cindy Gass, senior warden 

Eugene Johnston 

Geri Moulton 

Nikki Shaw, clerk 

Butch Yeager 

For healing grace and continued strength, we pray for our 
members: 
Mary Jones, Jayson Chestang, Budd McLean, Joyce Lee, 
Donna Waites.  
 

For our Homebound: 
Mae Dunn, Joan‑Marie Elam, LaVerne Foster, Nell Kirk, 
Thelma Lomers, Lorraine Murray, Alice Schablinski, 
Bessie Southall, Catherine Warren, Chick Wohlert.  
 

For victims of war and their families, and members of our 
Armed Forces and their families:  
Ellis Garner, Eric Mattoon. 
 

For our Friends and Family: 
Jeanne Meador Brown, Ted Carson, Louis Bell, Jerry Wigfield, 
Karen Davis, David Pearce, Charlie Coles, Marsha Gilmore, 
Anna Marie Brown, Mary Jo Vinson, Kellie Roberts‑Bryars, 
David Bryars, Bonnie Jernigan, Troy Fisher, Kaye Turner, 
Katelynn Tillman, Britney Butler, Ann Hall, Angie Leon, 
Neal Tourné, Sandy & Ray Michel, Brenda Bateman, 
Connor Crist, Blake Bennet, Starley Anderson, Paul Nelson, 
Barbara Bassett, Krystal Hiatt, Robert Cochran, Sr., 
Irene Barrow, Elias Bates, Bill Jones, Mark Stiber.  
 

For those who have died:  
Ray Wishart[deacon] 

Ron Brown  09/06 
Jayson Chestang 09/08 
Alice Schablinski 09/09 
Barbara Vann  09/12 
Becky Youngblood 09/13 
Jim Hayward  09/15 
Lavelle Ollhoft  09/19 

Hannah Tarantole 09/19 
Jeremy Anderson 09/20 
Neil McPhail  09/20 
Thelma Lomers 09/22 
Rhett Barbour  09/23 
Ashley Garris  09/26 

Regina & John Molyneux 09/02 
Dana & Scott Escobio  09/07 
Donna & Ron Waites  09/17 
Irene & Butch Yeager  09/29 
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Parish Office 
     Monday-Thursday 
     9:00 a.m.-2:00 p.m. 
 

Telephone: 251-479-5474 
Fax: 251-473-1230 
www.stjohnsmobile.org 
 
Thee Store Episcopal Books 
     Monday 
 Wednesday 
 Thursday 
      9 a.m.-1 p.m. 
          and by appointment 
 

Telephone: 251-479-5086 

Saint John’s Episcopal Church 
1707 Government Street 
Mobile, Alabama 36604 

Nonprofit Organization 
U.S.POSTAGE PAID 
Mobile, Alabama 
Permit No. 607 

Come Worship With Us! 
Monday—Friday: 
8:30AM Morning Prayer 
 

Sunday: 
9:00AM Adult and Youth Christian 

Formation 
10:00AM Holy Eucharist 
 

Wednesday: 
10:00AM Holy Eucharist;  

Healing on the 1st 
Wednesday of the month. 

 

Other Feasts and Holy Days are 
observed throughout the year; please 
see our website for the latest schedule. 
 

SAINT JOHN’S: THE EPISCOPAL CHURCH IN MIDTOWN MOBILE 

Grounded in shared sacramental life and moving into the world 
to be the hands of Our Lord. 

RETURN SERVICE REQUESTED 


