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FROM THE RECTOR:
Dear Ones,
How we remember things, (events, anniversaries,
commemorations) have a profound effect on our
repeated experiences of them.
We observed the 60th anniversary of the first service in
the “New Church” on the 9th of October. There
weren’t many present who had vivid memories of that
day sixty years ago, nor really vivid memories of the
“Old Church.” It has been long enough now that we
don’t refer to the 1707 Governments Street building as
anything other than the church. While there were folks
who vocally opposed leaving the old church, there
probably aren’t too many that have memories of it that
are negative influences on their lives. This is an
example of a very neutral memory.
I’m pretty sure that somewhere in your life experience,
you have a memory that might be very difficult for
you. To have lived for more than 25 years, it is almost
impossible to avoid such experiences. Events such as
armed conflicts, accidents, and disasters are fertile
ground for these. Even something as simple as the
death of a family member can prove to be problematic
for some folks.

Let me give you an example of an event and a couple
of ways that it might have manifested itself: In 1973,
my father was diagnosed with pancreatic cancer. In
that time, there was almost no chance of cure in the
best of cases, and his was not. Dad had always been
healthy and active, seldom turning down an
opportunity for new experiences. Over the next seven
months, we watched him shrink to skin and bones. But
he didn’t want to give up. He and Mom decided to
move out of the big house into an apartment. That was
the plan, and he was in the apartment for a few hours
before he died. I remember it like it was yesterday,
including the incredible thunderstorm that started as he
slipped away.

My dad was pretty great. There wasn’t anything that he
couldn’t do. He was affable, confident, really smart,
and a really nice man. So it might be easy to think that
his death would have been very difficult for me.
It was. I lost my best friend, my example of what a
good man was. It would have been very easy to move
to a place where nothing was ever sunny or all right
ever again. A place where every remembrance of him
brought feelings of pain, abandonment, and loss.
Now, there isn’t a day that goes by that, at some point,
I don’t think of Dad. Sometimes it’s just a passing
thought, other times it is wondering what he would do
or say about something. There are days that I really
want to talk to him or get a hug. When I’m feeling
down about something, that’s what I really want—but
it can’t happen.
But, there is another way to approach it. Imagine
taking the negative emotions and feelings and spinning
them around so that the negative becomes positive.,
the hurt becomes joy, the absence becomes
reassurance.

So, what I do is remember what it was like to be
hugged by him, to feel the love he had for all of God’s
creation. I can’t be hugged by him, but all of creation
can stand in for him.
I’ve reclaimed my memory of my father and
transformed my grief and loss into something that is
life-giving and has a future. I’m no longer mired in the
past.
See if you can’t transform some of your pain and grief
into a life-giving future. You’ll be amazed at what God
can do with you if you’re willing to try. By the way, it
worked for Jesus’ disciples.
—Thomas
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HIGHLIGHTS OF THE DECEMBER LITURGICAL CALENDAR
Ambrose of Milan

Saint Stephen, Deacon and Martyr

We will commemorate Ambrose, Bishop of Milan at
our Said Mass on Wednesday, 7 December at
10:00AM. Ambrose did not seek to be a bishop. In
fact, though he was raised in a Christian family, he
was not baptized until just before his consecration as
bishop! Ambrose, governor of the region, became
involved as a mediator in the election of a new
bishop for Milan in 373. His efforts to mediate the
disputes between the orthodox and Arian factions
resulted in the crowd calling for his ordination. He
resisted, but eventually was hastily baptized and
ordained on successive days. Ambrose was a strong
bishop, solid theologian, and hymnist.

Stephen, one of the first deacons of the 1st century
Jerusalem church, was the first recorded martyr for
the cause of Christ. His story is contained in the Acts
of the Apostles. In it, a certain Pharisee named Saul is
standing by. We will commemorate Stephen on
Monday, 26 December with a Said Mass at 12:10PM.

Saint Thomas the Apostle
Thomas, called “the twin,” will be commemorated at
a mass on Wednesday, 21 December at 10:00AM.
Thomas is recorded in John’s Gospel in several
incidents. Seemingly somewhat literal minded and
inclined to skepticism, Thomas was a staunch friend.
According to Eusebius and others, Thomas
evangelized the Parthians. Christians of Malabar,
India claim that Thomas brought the Gospel to
India.

Saint John, Apostle and Evangelist
We will commemorate Saint John, the patron of our
parish, at a Said Mass on Tuesday, 27 December at
12:10PM.. While historical data is suspicious of the
apostle and the writer of the fourth Gospel being the
same person, this has been the Church’s view since
the second century.
The Holy Innocents
We will commemorate The Holy Innocents on
Wednesday, 28 December at a Said Mass at
10:00AM. This feast commemorates the children
Herod the Great slaughtered out of fear of the Babe
of Bethlehem. Though not supported by secular
history, the Church, since at least the 4th century. has
honored these innocents as martyrs.

The Nativity of Our Lord Jesus Christ
We will celebrate the birth of Our Lord at two
liturgies. On Christmas Eve, with music beginning at
7:00PM, the 7:30PM Solemn Mass and Procession
will welcome the Babe of Bethlehem. The Wise Men
will begin their journey this night as well. On
Christmas Day at 10:00AM, we will have a Said Mass.

Congratulations to Julia Heard and John
Creel, and to grandparents Thomas
Heard and Cheryl Winters-Heard on the
baptism of Thomas Boulter Creel on
All Saints’ Sunday, November 6.
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The regular meeting of the Wardens and Vestry of
Saint John’s Church was called to order on 13
November 2016 at 11:35 AM. Butch Yeager was
granted an excused absence.
The financials were reviewed by the treasurer, Janet
Buckley. We are operating as expected, if a little
behind.
Outreach is collecting food for Thanksgiving boxes
which will be distributed on 17 November. The Angel
Tree, benefitting the residents of Azalea Gardens
Nursing Home, will go up on 27 November, the First
Sunday of Advent.
4th

Parish Life reminded that the Sunday Potluck for
November will be the 27th with the theme “Anything
but Turkey”.
Fr. Heard reported that the chiller repairs have been
completed.
Fr. Heard reminded the members of the Nominating
Committee of the need to prepare a slate of candidates
for election at the annual meeting. He asked that the
Vestry call that meeting for Sunday, 18 December, to
be held between the Blessing and the Dismissal. The
Vestry voted to call the meeting as requested.
James Christiansen reported that the repairs and
painting of 1702 Church Street have been completed.
The Scrip Program is off to a good start. Eugene
Johnston will continue to recruit participants.
The meeting was adjourned with prayer at 12:40 PM.

2016 CONTRIBUTIONS
For donations to be included in your 2016
contributions statement, they must be physically
received in the church office or postmarked by
December 31, 2016.

A total of $423.15 has been collected for United
Thank Offering through the end of November.
Did you forget to turn in your thank offering? It’s
not too late...simply drop
your box in the plate, or
write a check made
payable to “St. John’s”,
earmarked for UTO.
Your donations will be
deeply appreciated.

SHARING OUR NATIVITY SCENES
For many of us, a treasured part of our Christmas
decorations is our crèche or nativity scene. For
some of us it’s the first thing we set up; for others,
it goes up on Christmas Eve.
It may have been part of your family’s decorations
for years; it may have been a gift; it may be you
bought it on a trip and has special memories.
This year we are asking you to share your crèche by
bringing it to St. John’s on Sunday, December 11th
–just for fellowship time. We will set them on
tables so that we can all enjoy them. We can share
our stories and traditions and enjoy the beauty and
diversity of a “decoration” that encapsulates what
Christmas is all about.
-ECW
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Outreach

PARISH LIFE

ANGEL TREE
The Saint John’s “Angel Tree” is up. The gifts will
be going to residents of Azalea Gardens Rehabilitation
and Healthcare Center (formerly Kindred Nursing
Home).
The tags have names and ages of the nursing home
residents and requests for specific items. The list of
items was given to us by the Activity Director of the
nursing home. Some were requested by the residents
themselves and, for those residents that have trouble
communicating, the staff suggested needed items.
The gifts will be given to low income, senior, long
term residents of Azalea Gardens who do not have a
network of family or friends who can provide them
with presents that make the holidays special.
Each tag has the name of an individual with a
specific request. We are asking that you take a tag (or
two or three) from the tree, purchase the specific
items requested, and return by Sunday, December
18th, wrapped or in a gift bag with the angel tag on
it. We will be delivering the gifts on December 19th.
This year we are asking you to “sign up”: Please put
your name next to the tag(s) name you took; that
way if you lose or misplace your angel tag we can
look it up for you, and we can make sure all of the
residents we committed to get their presents.
Don’t like to shop? The Outreach Committee is
providing a “shopping service.” There will be a
basket and some envelopes next to the tree, choose
an “angel” put it in the envelope with the amount
you wish to spend
(check or cash) and
a member of the
Outreach
Committee will do
your shopping for
you.
-Outreach
Committee

THE GREENING OF THE CHURCH
Sunday, December 18th

We’ll spend some time after the service on the 18th
to “deck the halls” of the church so that our
wonderful Christmas services will also be
beautifully decorated. We’ll need willing hands,
creative talents, and some magnolia leaves.
Cookies and cider after we are finished.

COOKIE EXCHANGE
Remember lots of yummy cookies laid out across
two long tables? Remember the “if you brought
you can take” instructions? It was the St. John’s
Cookie Exchange: we’re going to do it again.
On Sunday, December 11th, after the service, we
will have our Christmas Cookie Exchange: bring
two or three dozen cookies (or candy or slices of
cake) and we’ll all walk around the table filling up
our plates. This is a chance to get a great plate of a
variety of goodies and only have to cook but once.
Remember: the more participants, the more
variety!
-Parish Life
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ST JOHN’S SCRIP PROGRAM
ALICE BELLE (MAYSON) SCHABLINSKI
9 SEPTEMBER 1926 – 20 NOVEMBER 2016
Our sister, Alice, entered into new life on Sunday
evening, 20 November. Alice was baptized by Dr. Tucker
on 7 November 1926; it is recorded in the original parish
register on page 326. Her life took her around the world,
and it was enlightening to hear her stories of those years.
Her last few years had been a challenge for her and her
caregivers. Alice was world-traveled and intelligent, and
that’s how she should be remembered. Independent and
self-assured, she was always ready for conversation and
you always knew exactly where she stood.

CHRISTMAS POINSETTIAS
Look for Christmas poinsettia
signup cards in the Narthex and the
Great Hall beginning Sunday,
December 4. Deadline to place your
order is Sunday, December 18.

FLOWER CHART SIGN-UP
It’s time to sign up for flowers for
2017! Please use the cards on the
bulletin board to begin signing up
to supply altar flowers for Sundays
in 2017. As Sundays are covered we
will update the flower chart and
post it for all to see. Altar flowers
cost $50 per Sunday.

Thank you to everyone who has participated in the
Scrip Program. St John’s has made over $150 with
our first two orders. We will be taking orders on
Sunday, Dec. 4th. Remember you can go to the
Scrip Program website and select from all the
retailers represented: www.shopwithscrip.com.
During the holidays, the scrip company offers a
number of low denomination cards that are not
usually available, so that you may purchase small
gifts that are ideal as stocking stuffers and teacher
gifts, for example. Low denomination cards
include: Amazon.com ($10), IHOP ($10), Olive
Garden/Longhorn ($10), Starbucks ($5),
Outback/Bonefish/Carrabba’s ($10), Panera Bread
($5), and Target ($10).
The scrip company also runs periodic special
bonuses that benefit St. John’s. Please consider
ordering from some of the following vendors to
benefit your church even more this month:
American Eagle, Bass Pro Shop, Bed Bath &
Beyond, Belk, CVS, Hallmark, JCPenney, LLBean,
Home Depot, Papa John’s Pizza, PetSmart,
Starbuck’s and TGIFriday’s.
The new St. John’s scrip order form is included in
this newsletter. There are two changes of note: 1)
the website address, where you can check out the
730 organizations offering scrip and 2) two extra
spaces at the end of the order sheet, permitting you
to add a retailer that is not already listed. More
order forms are available from the church office or
from Eugene Johnston. Call 251-591-3428 or email
ejohnston14@comcast.net.

CALL FOR MEETING
The Vestry of Saint John’s has called a Congregation Meeting for Sunday, 18 December 2016 for the purpose of
electing new members of the Vestry and electing Diocesan Convention Delegates and Alternates. The meeting
will begin after the Blessing at the Mass. Following the elections, the congregation is invited to participate in the
Greening of the Church.
This year, we will be electing 3 persons to 3-year terms on the Vestry. We will elect 3 delegates to Diocesan
Convention and 3 alternates, as well.
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20
830A MP`

27 Saint John the
Apostle
830A MP
12P Noonday
1210P HE

12
830A MP

11 Advent 3
9A SS
10A HE
Cookie Exchange
1130A Vestry

18 Advent 4
19
9A SS
830A MP
10A HE
Annual Meeting
Greening of the Church

25 Nativity of Our
Lord Jesus Christ
10A HE

26 Saint Stephen
830A MP
12P Noonday
1210P HE
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830A MP

5 Clement of
Alexandria
830A MP

6 Nicholas of Myra
830A MP

TUESDAY

4 Advent 2
9A SS
10A HE
1130A Outreach

Omitted:
12/04 John of Damascus, Priest, c. 760

HE = Holy Eucharist
MP = Morning Prayer

SUNDAY

28 Holy Innocents
830A MP
10A HE
7P Choir

Newsletter Deadline

21 Saint Thomas the
Apostle
830A MP
10A HE
7P Choir

14
830A MP
10A HE
7P Choir

7 Ambrose of Milan
830A MP
10A HE+Unction
7P Choir

WEDNESDAY
2 Channing Moore
Williams
830A MP

FRIDAY

29 Thomas Becket
830A MP

22
830A MP

15
830A MP

30 Frances Joseph
Gaudet
830A MP

23
830 A MP

16
830A MP

8 Conception of the
9
Blessed Virgin Mary 830A MP
830A MP

1 Nicholas Ferrar
830A MP

THURSDAY

DECEMBER 2016 AT SAINT JOHN’S
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24 Eve of the Nativity
7P Music
730P HE

17
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SATURDAY

6
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Date
Service
Lectionary Day

Color
Lessons

Greeters
Lectors
Intercessor
Eucharistic
Ministers
Eucharistic
Visitor
Altar Guild
Vestry Teller
Nursery

11 December
HE-II, EP-A

18 December
HE-II, EP-A

Eve of the Nativity of
Our Lord Jesus Christ

24 December 2016
HE-II, EP-D

The Nativity of Our
Lord Jesus Christ

25 December
HE-II, EP-B

LECTIONARY ANDROTA FOR DECEMBER 2016
4 December
HE-II, EP-A
Fourth Sunday of
Advent

White
Isaiah 52:7-10
Psalm98
Hebrews 1:1-12
John 1:1-14
Connie & Budd McLean

Third Sunday of
Advent

White
Isaiah 9:2-7
Psalm96
Titus 2:11-14
Luke 2:1-20
Melissa Brown

Cheryl Winters-Heard
Jan Joseph
Budd McLean

Second Sunday of
Advent

Blue
Isaiah 7:10-16
Psalm80:1-7, 16-18
Romans 1:1-7
Matthew 1:18-25
Connie & Bob Anderson

Denise Dunham
Pat Fulford
Kathe Gieseler

Connie Anderson
Geri Moutlon

ABC Christmas III RCL

Rose
Isaiah 35:1-10
Canticle 15
James 5:7-10
Matthew 11:2-11
Irene & Butch Yeager

Connie Anderson
Ron Brown
Janet Buckley

Butch Yeager
Connie McLean

ABC Christmas I RCL

Blue
Isaiah 11:1-10
Psalm72:1-7, 18-19
Romans 15:4-13
Matthew 3:1-12
Thelma Lomers
Nikki Shaw
Mary Sheffield
Ron Waites

Ron Waites
Ron Brown
Paula Ross

Donna Waites
Irene Yeager
James Christiansen
Ron Brown

Donna Waites
Irene Yeager
James Christiansen
Ron Brown
Andrew Lee
Jennifer Anderson

A Advent 4 RCL

Budd McLean
Geri Moulton
Paula Ross

Mary Sheffield
Connie Anderson
Ron Brown

Donna Waites
Irene Yeager
Butch Yeager
Eugene Johnston
Cindy Gass
Pat Fulford

A Advent 3 RCL

Geri Moulton
Butch Yeager
Ron Waites

Pat Fulford
Cindy Gass
Geri Moulton
Janet Buckley
Marie Brown
Jennifer Anderson

A Advent 2 RCL

Pat Fulford
Cindy Gass
Ron Brown
Connie Anderson
Cheryl Winters-Heard
Andrew Lee
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SAINT JOHN’S
60TH ANNIVERSARY
CELEBRATION
OCTOBER 9, 2016
(Photos by Nikki Shaw)
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EPISCOPAL RELIEF & DEVELOPMENT
LAUNCHES $500,000
HOLIDAY MATCHING GIFT CHALLENGE
Through the end of December, Episcopalians and
friends are invited to participate in Episcopal Relief &
Development’s 2016 Holiday Matching Gift Challenge.
With generous support from a group of exceptionally
committed donors, gifts to any listed fund during this
time will be matched dollar-for-dollar up to $500,000.
The match amount benefits the Global Needs Fund,
sending help where it is most needed to fight poverty,
hunger, disease and disasters worldwide.
“As I look back at the good we were permitted to do
over the past year with the resources entrusted to us by
our compassionate, caring community of supporters,
I’m filled with gratitude,” said Rob Radtke, President of
Episcopal Relief & Development. “The Holiday
Matching Gift Challenge presents a huge boost during
a critical time, enabling this organization to continue its
excellent work in collaboration with local partners in
nearly 40 countries worldwide.”
Donations to any Episcopal Relief & Development
fund made online, over the phone or via mail before
year-end – including through Gifts for Life, the

VOLUNTEERS NEEDED TO
PREPARE NEWSLETTER MAILING

organization’s alternative giving catalog – are eligible
for matching. Matching is automatically enabled when
supporters make a gift. For new and existing monthly
donors, any scheduled contributions during the
challenge will also be matched.
“It is always so heartening to receive calls and emails
from people across the country who want to make sure
that their contribution will count for matching,” said
Xerxes Eclipse, Episcopal Relief & Development’s
Director of Donor Services. "People love giving to a
cause that promotes sustainable development and
empowers communities around the world to live fuller,
healthier lives. What's really exciting is the chance to
double their gift through the holiday challenge!"
Between now and December 31, all contributions will
be matched. Donate online by going to http://
www.episcopalrelief.org/2016-matching-gift, or call
1.855.312.HEAL (4325). Gifts can also be mailed to
Episcopal Relief & Development, PO Box 7058,
Merrifield, VA 22116-7058.

Elsewhere in the Diocese

Volunteers meet in the Great Hall for a few hours
each month to fold The Fourth Epistle and prepare
it for mailing. If you have a few hours that you can
devote to this ministry, please contact Neva Bache
at (251) 343-6289.
December 3, 2016
10:00 AM to 2:00 PM
Episcopal Church of the Redeemer
7125 Hitt Rd., Mobile, AL
Activities include vendor booths, photos with Santa,
food trucks, baked goods and a Sugar Plum Shoppe
for children to purchase $1 gifts for family and
friends.

11

Jon Barbour
Pat Pritchard
Craig Hall
Jack Ruppe
Dana Escobio
Marie McPhail

12/02
12/04
12/05
12/08
12/09
12/10

P. L. Pritchard
Marie Brown
Bailey James
Mae Dunn
Jeff Dennis
Roy Duhon

12/10
12/12
12/14
12/19
12/21
12/25

Bob & Connie Anderson
Thomas Heard and
Cheryl Winters-Heard
Mike & Fran Barbour

12/07
12/11
12/24

Contact Us
Staff:

For healing grace and continued strength, we pray for our
members:
Marian Boykin, Ron Brown, Bessie Southall, Mary Jones,
Jayson Chestang, Budd McLean, Joyce Lee, Donna Waites.
For our Homebound:
Mae Dunn, Joan‑Marie Elam, LaVerne Foster, Lorraine Murray,
Catherine Warren, Chick Wohlert, Becky & Art Youngblood.
For victims of war and their families, and members of our
Armed Forces and their families:
Ellis Garner, Eric Mattoon.
For our Friends and Family:
J.W. Wallace, George Lee, Barbara Curry, Evia Daniel,
Marsha Gilmore, Charles Geck, Donny Chestang,
Barbara Bonner, Judy Wonson, Gathea Jordan, Cliff Federle,
Louis Bell, Jerry Wigfield, Karen Davis, Charlie Coles,
Anna Marie Brown, Mary Jo Vinson, Kellie Roberts‑Bryars,
David Bryars, Bonnie Jernigan, Kaye Turner, Katelynn Tillman,
Britney Butler, Ann Hall, Angie Leon, Neal Tourné,
Sandy & Ray Michel, Brenda Bateman, Connor Crist,
Starley Anderson, Paul Nelson, Krystal Hiatt,
Robert Cochran, Sr., Elias Bates, Bill Jones, Mark Stiber.
For Those Who Have Died:
Alice Schablinski, Martha DeMouy.

The Reverend Thomas Heard, rector
rector@stjohnsmobile.org
Louis Daniel
Organist & Choir Director
music@stjohnsmobile.org
Lella Lowe
Financial Secretary
finance@stjohnsmobile.org
Jack Ruppe
Sexton
Vestry:
Connie Anderson

Ron Brown
Janet Buckley, treasurer
James Christiansen, junior warden
Cindy Gass, senior warden
Eugene Johnston
Geri Moulton
Nikki Shaw, clerk
Butch Yeager
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RETURN SERVICE REQUESTED

Come Worship With Us!
Monday—Friday:
8:30AM Morning Prayer

Parish Office
Monday-Thursday
9:00 a.m.-2:00 p.m.

Sunday:
9:00AM Adult and Youth Christian
Formation
10:00AM Holy Eucharist

Telephone: 251-479-5474
Fax: 251-473-1230
www.stjohnsmobile.org

Wednesday:
10:00AM Holy Eucharist;
Healing on the 1st
Wednesday of the month.

Thee Store Episcopal Books
Monday
Wednesday
Thursday
9 a.m.-1 p.m.
and by appointment

Other Feasts and Holy Days are
observed throughout the year; please
see our website for the latest schedule.

Telephone: 251-479-5086

SAINT JOHN’S: THE EPISCOPAL CHURCH IN MIDTOWN MOBILE
Grounded in shared sacramental life and moving into the world
to be the hands of Our Lord.

