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FROM THE RECTOR:
Dear Ones,

Jesus. Of course, Jesus doesn’t fall for it. I think
the point here is that keeping our secular lives
apart from our religious lives is a good thing. In
that way, we can do what is required of us in
society and still be faithful to our God.

Since the first Sunday in September, we’ve been
walking through the Gospel According to Matthew
from chapter 18. Here’s where we’ve been:
•

MT 18:15-20 – Resolving disputes with another
member of the church. Try to resolve it between
the two of you; if that doesn’t work bring
witnesses; if that doesn’t work, bring it to the
church.

•

MT 18:21-35 – Peter’s question about how much
forgiveness is required. The parable of the
Unforgiving Servant who is forgiven more than a
lifetime’s wages worth of debt but goes after an
equal who owes him a small amount.

•

•

MT 20:1-16 – The laborers in the vineyard. The
vineyard owner exceeds conventional practice
and is free to do so. Those who worked the
whole day are offended by it. In the Greek, the
owner asks, “Or is your eye evil because I am
good?”
MT 21:23-32 – The Chief Priests question Jesus’
authority; Jesus doesn’t answer because his
listeners didn’t heed. The parable of the
Disobedient Son: which one did the will of his
father?

•

MT 21:33-46 – Parable of the Vineyard. A clear
reckoning of Israel’s history with its relationship
with God. In the end, the householder will find
appropriate tenants for his vineyard.

•

MT 22:1-24 – Parable of the Marriage Feast.
Those originally invited decline to come, so the
king gathers up anyone who will come. They’re
all in wedding garments, except for this one guy.
He gets tossed out.

•

MT 22:15-22 – Paying taxes to Caesar. Our
friends the Pharisees are at it again, trying to trap

•

MT 22:34-46 – The Great Commandment. This
time it’s the Sadducees on the attack with a
classic rabbinic question: “Which commandment
is the greatest?” Jesus summarizes all 613 Mitzvoth
in his response.
Short version: Love God, Love One Another.

I think all these readings center around some
important ideas for us. While never saying the words,
Jesus is talking about forgiveness, grace, obedience,
righteousness, and salvation.
As followers of Jesus, we should know that by heart. It
should be a mantra for us. Heaven only knows how
often you’ve heard it from me in my sermons.
I think that “Love God, Love One Another” ought to
be the identifying characteristic of anyone who claims
to follow Jesus of Nazareth. It also ought to be the
identifying characteristic of anyone who subscribes to
one of the Abrahamic faith traditions. Probably
beyond that as well.
This is about relationship, with our God and with each
other. The “Fear of the Lord” is a common theme in
the Old Testament, but “Awe of the Lord” captures
the relationship more accurately. To “Love One
Another” means that we care about our fellow human
beings and God’s creation. It places requirements on
us, to be living examples of God’s love for us in the
world. That means standing up to injustice, speaking
out against lies and slander. It means helping the
homeless and dispossessed to find their way. It means
feeding the hungry, clothing to poor, caring for the
sick. It is what love is really all about.
-- Thomas
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HIGHLIGHTS OF THE NOVEMBER LITURGICAL CALENDAR
All Saints’ Day
The Feast of All Saints’ might have originated in Ireland
and spread through the British Isles and to the
continent. A commemoration of all who had professed
faith in Christ and had given their lives for it and were
felt to be in communion with Christians everywhere is
found in the writings of Gregory Thaumaturgus from
about 270. All Saints’ is a Principal Feast of the church,
one of only seven that takes precedence over a Sunday.
The 1979 Prayer Book recommends All Saints’ as one of
four days that are particularly appropriate for the
administration of the Sacrament of Holy Baptism.
All Souls’ Day
The day following All Saints’ is known as All Souls’ or
All Faithful Departed. This day recalls the body of all
faithful Christians who have risen to new life in Christ.
It is a day for remembering family and friends and
members of a parish who have died in the preceding
year. All Souls’ lost favor in the Reformation due to the
abuses connected with the practice of saying Masses for
the dead. A renewed understanding of All Souls’ led to
its acceptance amongst Anglicans.
Martin of Tours
One of the patron saints of France, Martin was born in
about 330 in what is now Hungary. As a catechumen
and soldier, legend holds that a poor man who asked
alms in Christ’s name approached Martin. In response,
Martin cut off part of his military cloak and gave it to
the man. The following night, Jesus appeared to Martin
and said, “A simple catechumen covered me with his
cloak.” Martin was ordained in about 350 and
established a hermitage at Ligugé. He was elected Bishop
of Tours in 372 and accepted on the condition that he
could maintain his ascetic life. A diligent missionary,
Martin was a defender of the poor and helpless and
opponent of the violent repression of heresy. Martin
died in 397 and a shrine to him still stands at Tours.
Hilda of Whitby
Hilda’s life falls into two equal parts of 33 years. In the
first, she lived a chaste and respected life at the court of
the King, her uncle. She decided to enter a convent, but
Bishop Aidan recalled her to East Anglia. Some time
later, she founded the Abbey at Whitby, where both men

and women lived according to her monastic rule. Known
for her wisdom, prudence and good sense, Hilda
remained advisor to kings and public officials. Hilda died
at Whitby in 680, surrounded by her monastic brothers
and sisters.
James Otis Sargent Huntington
Huntington was born in Boston in 1854. After graduating
from Harvard, he studied theology at Saint Andrew’s
Divinity School in Syracuse, NY. During his time there,
he ministered to a working class community at Calvary
Mission. Huntington was called to religious life. He
considered joining the Society of Saint John the
Evangelist, but with two other priests established the
Order of the Holy Cross on New York’s Lower East
Side. Huntington and his companions ministered to the
immigrants and young people as social witness to the
Gospel of Jesus Christ. The Order grew and relocated to
West Park, NY, where Huntington served as superior
several times. He was an active preacher, teacher and
spiritual counselor until his death in 1935.

Thanksgiving Day
Falling on 26 November this year, Thanksgiving shares
the commonality of agricultural festivals with many
religions. None of these feasts were included in our
Prayer Book until the Continental Congress established
the Day of National Thanksgiving. Its roots are found in
the observances of the Massachusetts and Virginia
colonies.
Saint Andrew
The Feast of Saint Andrew is the first feast in the
liturgical year, most often falling after the First Sunday of
Advent. Andrew is most commonly remembered as the
brother of Simon Peter, but overlooks his special gifts to
Jesus’ companions. Andrew was first a disciple of John
the Baptist, one of two who left to follow Christ after
John pointed out Jesus with the words, “Behold the
Lamb of God.” Andrew, the first missionary, sought out
his brother and brought him to Jesus. He was the disciple
who brought the boy with the fishes and loaves to Jesus
for the feeding of the multitude. Eusebius’ writings tell us
that Andrew went to Scythia. Legend holds that he was
martyred by pagans and crucified on an X-shaped cross.
This is seen in the flag of Scotland, honoring its patron
saint.
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The regular meeting of the Wardens and Vestry of Saint
John’s was held via Zoom on Sunday, 11 October 2020. It
was called to order by Fr. Heard at 11:34
The proposed agenda was approved and the minutes of the
13 September meeting were approved as submitted. Geri
Moulton was absent and her absence was excused.
Bootsie Cieutat reviewed the financial reports for
September. Connie McLean reported that Regions Bank is
still waiting for the Small Business Administration to
approve the loan forgiveness portal.
Reporting for outreach, Janet Buckley said the books for
Head Start children will be picked up the following week.
Bootsie reported that the ECW has sent money to the
diocese for hurricane relief.
Fr. Heard reported that we are still waiting for Terminix to
arrange repair of the Crucifixion window. Air Specialty is
still working on the proposal for replacement of the chiller
and the unit for the office is down.

In
Loving
Memory
MARY CHRISTINE (KOSKO) BONNER
20 September 1947 – 17 October 2020
Our sister, Mary, entered new life on Saturday,
17 October 2020. She had been fighting
pancreatic cancer. She had been winning the
fight. It was a shock to husband, Mike, and her
sisters, and to me, too. Mary was the second of
four daughters of Violet and Joe Kosko. She
and her sisters grew up at Saint John’s. When
Mary and Mike wanted to marry, one of my
predecessors refused, so Mary and Mike went
to another church for a long time. They
returned to Saint John’s in 2017, and Mike was
confirmed by Bishop Kendrick. Mary was so
up-beat about her situation. Her death is a
reminder for all of us that life is often shorter
than we think.

Having conferred with Tara Armbruster, Executive Director
of McKemie Place, it is clear that the ladies will not be
returning to Saint John’s.
The funds from the Coronavirus Relief Fund have been
received. Fr. Heard requested that the Vestry approve the
establishment of an accounting fund to better track the
expenditures. The Vestry approved the establishment of the
fund.
Fr. Heard raised the topic of opening the front doors of the
church. After some discussion, it was voted unanimously to
begin opening the doors and to continue to live-stream our
services.

Lella Lowe asked Fr. Heard to inquire of the Vestry
concerning their feelings about having treasurers sign all
checks. It is possible that we could use the online banking
features of our accounts to pay our regular bills, such as
utilities, grass cutting, and so on. The Vestry voted to
authorize Lella to make online payments of expenses and
provide to the Vestry a report of such transactions on a
monthly basis.
Fr. Heard appointed the Nominating Committee members
from the Vestry: Ron Waites, Janet Buckley, and Jan Joseph.
The meeting was adjourned with prayer at 12:25 PM.

Memorial Donations
Saint John’s wishes to extend a sincere
thank you to those who made donations
in memory of:
Rachael M. Holmes
Thomas Holmes
Mary Bonner
Janet Buckley
The Cieutat Family
Connie & Budd McLean
St. John's ECW
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Why are “Generosity & Sharing” Important?
Stewardship season typically takes place in the fall for most churches - a time when we ask ourselves how we can
offer our time, talent, and treasure. So during this month of our Jubilee year, we hope you will join us in celebrating and cultivating a culture of generosity and sharing. Sometimes it takes an intentional approach from church
leaders to help people understand that these are spiritual issues at the heart of every congregation and community.

Check Out What Saint John’s Is Doing with Generosity & Sharing!

FOOD DRIVE: THANKSGIVING FOOD
BOXES FOR FAMILIES IN NEED
The deadline for the Saint John’s fall food drive is
rapidly approaching! Our goal is to fill twelve boxes
with non-perishable food. The boxes will be
delivered to families who are in need. The Outreach
Committee budget will be providing a ham and fresh
fruit to go in each box.
The families have been chosen by Mobile
Community Action, a social services agency that
serves low income families. All of the families have
young children; many are grandparents raising their
grandchildren. The MCA social workers will be
picking up and
delivering the boxes
to the families on
Wednesday,
November 19th. We
want to have all the
contributions for
the boxes in by
Sunday,
November 15th.
(Continued on page 5)

SHARING CHRISTMAS GIVING
The Saint John’s “Angel
Tree” will be up on
Advent Sunday which is
November 29th this
year. The gifts will again
be going to residents of
Azalea Gardens
Rehabilitation and
Healthcare Center
The gifts will be given to low income, senior, long
term residents of Azalea Gardens who do not have a
network of family or friends who can provide them
with presents that make the holidays special.
The tags have names of the nursing home residents
and requests for specific items. The list of items was
given to us by the Activity Director of the nursing
home. Some were requested by the residents
themselves and, for those residents that have trouble
communicating, the staff suggested needed items.
Each tag has the name of an individual with a
specific request. We are asking that you take a tag (or
two or three) from the tree, purchase the specific
(Continued on page 5)
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THANKSGIVING FOOD DRIVE

SHARING CHRISTMAS GIVING

(Continued from page 4)

(Continued from page 4)

You can start bringing your food (or money)
contributions to the church on Sunday or
Wednesday mornings. If, because of the COVID-19
health crisis, you are not coming to the church,
members of the Outreach Committee will be glad to
do your shopping for you; just send a check to Saint
John’s (write “food drive” on the memo line).
Our goal is to provide a box of food that will help
them out for the week of Thanksgiving when
children are not receiving school breakfast and lunch.
Take this shopping list to remind you what we want
to provide in each box. Thank You,
Outreach Committee

SAINT JOHN’S FALL FOOD DRIVE
dry cereal
canned peas or corn
canned fruit cocktail
pudding cups
fruit or applesauce cups
grits

cookies or snack cakes
canned peaches
dried beans
rice
boxed macaroni and
cheese

The election for Saint
John’s Vestry and
Convention Delegates
will be coming up soon.
Because members of our
parish are attending
church both in-person
and virtually, the election
procedure will be a little different than in past years.

items requested, and return by Sunday, December
13th, wrapped or in a gift bag with the angel tag on
it. We will be delivering the gifts on December 17th.
Once again, we are asking you to “sign up”: Please
put your name next to the tag(s) name(s) you took;
that way if you lose or misplace your angel tag we
can look it up for you and we can make sure all of
the residents we committed to get their presents.
Don’t like to shop or, because of COVID, you are
not coming to “in-person” church? The Outreach
Committee is providing a “shopping service.” There
will be a basket and some envelopes next to the tree;
choose an “angel” and put it in the envelope with the
amount you wish to spend (check or cash). If you
want us to choose an “angel” for you, just send the
check (marked “Angel Tree”) to the office, and a
member of the Outreach Committee will do your
shopping for you.
Outreach Committee

October Birthdays

But nominations are still the same! If you would like to
serve, or if you would like to nominate someone to
serve (please ask their permission before putting their
name forward), email or call a member of the
Nominating Committee with the information. How
about some new faces on the Vestry? Maybe someone
new might like to experience Diocesan Convention.
The Saint John’s Vestry meets monthly, right now it’s
on the second Sunday after mass.
Nominating Committee:
Janet Buckley [chair]
Jan Joseph
Ron Waites

Celebrating 2019 October birthdays at St. John’s
with Charlynn Will. (Photo by Irene Yeager)
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BLESSING OF THE ANIMALS
2020

7 Willibrord

14 Consecration of
Samuel Seabury

21

28 Kamehameha and
Emma

13
830A MP

20 Edmund of East
Anglia
830A MP

27
830A MP

12 Charles Simeon
830A MP

19 Elizabeth of
Hungary
830A MP

26 Thanksgiving
10A MassP

11 Martin of Tours
830A MP
10A Mass

18 Hilda of Whitby
830A MP
10A Mass

25 James Otis
Sargent Huntington
830A MP
10A Mass

10 Leo the Great
830A MP

17 Hugh of Lincoln
830A MP

24
830A MP

Omitted:
11/22 – Clive Staples Lewis, Apologist and Spiritual Writer, 1963

9
830A MP

16 Margaret
830A MP

23 Clement of Rome
830A MP

30 Saint Andrew
830A MP
12P Mass

8 Pentecost 23
10A Mass
1130A Vestry

15 Pentecost 24
10A Mass

22 Last Pentecost
10A MP

29 Advent 1
10A Mass

SATURDAY

6 William Temple
830A MP

FRIDAY

5
830A MP

THURSDAY

4
830A MP

WEDNESDAY

3 Richard Hooker
830A MP

TUESDAY

2 All Faithful
Departed
830A MP
12P Mass

MONDAY

1 All Saints’
10A Mass

SUNDAY

NOVEMBER 2020 AT SAINT JOHN’S
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Kristen Turner
Lee Dorsey

Nikki Shaw
Mary Sheffield

Geri Moulton
Bootsie Cieutat

Vestry Teller

Paula Ross
Butch Yeager

Kristen Turner
Lee Dorsey

Janet Buckley
James Christiansen

Altar Guild

Ron Waites
Connie Anderson
Janet Buckley

Mary Sheffield
Geri Moulton

Irene Yeager
Marie Brown

Lay Eucharistic
Ministers

Connie & Bob
Anderson

David Thompson
Cheryl WintersHeard
Jan Joseph

Connie McLean
David Thompson

Jan Joseph
Geri Moulton

Lectors

Mellissa Brown

Budd McLean
Geri Moulton
Paula Ross

Irene Yeager
Marie Brown

Ron Waites
Nikki Shaw

Greeter

LECTIONARY AND ROTA FOR NOVEMBER 2020
Date
Lectionary Day
Color

Connie & Budd
McLean

Connie Anderson
Ron Waites

Connie Anderson
Bootsie Cieutat

1 November
All Saints’ Day
All Saints
White

15 November
Pentecost 24
A Proper 28 RCL GC
Green
Paula & Bob Ross

Nikki Shaw
Mary Sheffield
Ron Waites

Paula Ross
Butch Yeager

8 November
Pentecost 23
A Proper 27 RCL GC
Green

22 November
Christ the King
A Proper 29 RCL GC
White

Thelma Lomers

Connie Anderson
Janet Buckley
David Thompson

29 November
First Sunday of Advent
B Advent 1 RCL
Blue
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ALL SAINTS DAY

Lives shaped by The Beatitudes
BY MARY MACGREGOR
Today’s Gospel recalls Jesus’ sermon on the mount,
commonly referred to as The Beatitudes. In his usual
manner, Jesus surprised his followers by uttering
godly, countercultural truth. In essence, his teaching
that day laid the foundation for what it means to live
a Christian life.
What does it mean to be merciful, pure in heart,
meek, poor in spirit, mournful, to be a peacemaker, to hunger and thirst
for righteousness and be willing to be persecuted for it? The Beatitudes
are a guide that, when studied, reveal layers of meaning for us as believers. They challenge many of our basic human desires and behaviors. Of
ultimate importance, they clearly reveal what God seeks to bless.
Aren’t we fortunate that our God is forgiving and full of grace as we
strive to be transformed by these teachings? Our journey of formation
requires change and opening our eyes to see God in action all around us.
Included in this change is seeing God’s endless blessings poured out upon us and developing a posture of gratitude in return.
Being thankful changes us for the better. Being thankful changes our perFor reflection
spective on life and can profoundly impact our understanding of God’s
• How do The Beatitudes impact your
generosity. Being thankful can shape us to be stewards of all God has
understanding of God’s generosity?
entrusted to us. Being thankful softens our fears. Being thankful turns
• How has that understanding changed
fear of scarcity into joyful gratitude for God’s abundance.
you?

We remember the saints who have gone before us on this All Saints Day.
Some were revered as saints of old. Some were modern day saints. Some
were simple folks like you and me. One distinguishing characteristic of
saints is that we can see how they embodied and lived Jesus’ teachings,
these very Beatitudes. They generously gave of their lives so much so that
we remember them today. We are confident they were blessed by God for their faithfulness. May we be thankful
for their witness and see in them lives shaped by The Beatitudes and be willing to do the same.
Canon Mary MacGregor is a member of the board of The Episcopal Network for Stewardship. She has been deeply involved in
congregational development for over 25 years, and served as Canon for Congregational Vitality and Mission Amplification for the
Diocese of Texas.
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BE ON THE LOOKOUT...
2021 PLEDGE CARDS COMING SOON!
EPISCOPAL RELIEF &
DEVELOPMENT’S
GIFTS FOR LIFE CATALOG
This holiday season, Episcopal Relief & Development
invites supporters and congregations to sow seeds of
resilience in communities around the world by giving a
gift from Gifts for Life, the organization’s alternative
gift catalog.
Gifts for Life enables individuals
and groups to transform lives in
communities worldwide through the
purchase of a wide range of gift
offerings to support those
communities. The 2020 catalog
features new offerings such as the
ONE THOUSAND DAYS OF
LOVE package, which supports the
organization’s campaign to expand
its work with communities and
families to help children up to age
six so they can thrive and achieve
their full potential. The package
includes:
•
•
•
•
•

care for five moms and their
newborns,
nurture and nourishment for 12 children,
bicycles for three community volunteers
mosquito nets and training for 10 families
four savings and loan group memberships.

“Gifts for Life can provide hope and resilience in a
time of considerable uncertainty,” said Betsy Deisroth,
Vice President of Advancement for Episcopal Relief &
Development. “Our new ONE THOUSAND DAYS
OF LOVE gift package will provide tangible support
for families in marginalized
communities around the world.”
Also new this year is a special
COVID-19 relief kit. This gift will
equip partners with the resources
and knowledge to assist their
communities in effectively
preventing and reducing
coronavirus transmission and to
respond to cases as they arise.
Episcopal Relief & Development
encourages both individuals and
congregations to participate in
Gifts for Life.
Purchases of Gifts for Life through
Episcopal Relief & Development
give people worldwide the chance to transform their
lives in lasting ways. With each gift sent, supporters will
receive a complimentary printed card or e-card telling
loved ones about the life-changing gift made in their
honor. Orders can be made online at
www.episcopalrelief.org/gifts, or over the phone by
calling 1.855.312.4325.
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Rosalie Pritchard
Courtney Sullivan
Louis Daniel
Cindy Gass
Mayson Pritchard

11/04
11/07
11/09
11/11
11/12

Jennifer O’Rourke
Caitlin Bryan
Nikki Shaw
Kim Partsch

Eugene & Emily Johnston
Jerry & Pat Fulford

11/19
11/22
11/22
11/30

11/05
11/23

Contact Us
Staff:
The Reverend Thomas Heard, rector
rector@stjohnsmobile.org

Louis Daniel
Organist & Choir Director
music@stjohnsmobile.org
For healing grace and continued strength, we pray for our
members:
Carolyn Pearce, Mary Jones, Connie Anderson, Cookie Rich,
Bob Ross, Jean Brown, Ashley Garris, Jerry Fulford,
James Christiansen, Bill Duke, Audrey Garner, Joyce Lee,
Marian Boykin, Ron Brown, Jayson Chestang, Budd McLean,
Mary Catherine Warren.

For our Family and Friends:
Patsy Christiansen, Gwendolyn Carey, Sara Lansang, Helon Jones,
Helen Guthrie, Eddie Hun, Donnie Chestang, Katelynn Tillman,
Karen Twilley, Nancy Payne, Donna Pigg, Robert Levy,
Tiffany Matthews, Betty Williams, Latecia Cushion Knight,
Evia Daniel, Bonnie Jernigan, Britney Butler, Neal Tourné,
Sandy & Ray Michel, Connor Crist, Paul Nelson, Krystal Hiatt.
For victims of war and their families, and members of our
Armed Forces and their families:
Ryan Hurt, Jacob Hester‑Heard, Marcus Rich, Ross Hussmann,
Ellis Garner, Eric Mattoon.

Lella Lowe
Financial Secretary
finance@stjohnsmobile.org
Jack Ruppe
Sexton
Vestry:
Janet Buckley
James Christiansen, junior warden
Bootsie Cieutat, treasurer
Jan Joseph
Geri Moulton
Nikki Shaw, clerk
Mary Sheffield
Kristen Turner

Ron Waites, senior warden
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RETURN SERVICE REQUESTED

Come Worship With Us!
Monday—Friday:
8:30AM Morning Prayer
Sunday:
9:00AM Adult and Youth Christian
Formation
10:00AM Holy Eucharist

Wednesday:
10:00AM Holy Eucharist;
Healing on the 1st
Wednesday of the month.

Parish Office
Monday-Thursday
9:00 a.m.-2:00 p.m.

Telephone: 251-479-5474
Fax: 251-473-1230
www.stjohnsmobile.org

Other Feasts and Holy Days are
observed throughout the year; please
see our website for the latest schedule.

SAINT JOHN’S: THE EPISCOPAL CHURCH IN MIDTOWN MOBILE
Grounded in shared sacramental life and moving into the world
to be the hands of Our Lord.

