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FROM THE RECTOR:
Dear Ones,
Here we are in the Season of Lent. Again. It’s
supposed to be forty days (not counting Sundays) of
penitence, fasting, and prayer.
If you’re feeling a bit like nothing has changed, or like
we’ve been in Lent since this time last year, you are not
alone. In fact, in the homily on Ash Wednesday I said,
“It feels like this is the 52nd week of Lent 2020.”
It certainly feels like we have lost much. Here’s a short
list:
•
We were prohibited from holding public
worship services. We’re still operating at
reduced maximum occupancy.
•

For those that do physically attend church,
we’re not allowed to sing hymns together.

•

We kept our family and friends more than six
feet away and saw their faces with masks on.

•

We kept our excursions out of our houses
infrequent and of short duration.

•

We couldn’t go out for dinner, or to a movie.

•

We couldn’t go to sporting events. For some
diehard Alabama or Auburn fans, that hit
particularly hard.

•

We couldn’t go on vacation or take trips to
new places.

•

Even if we were inclined, we couldn’t visit
other countries.

I know that I, personally, really, really, really want to go
out for dinner. Even with the precautions being taken

in restaurants, it still doesn’t seem like a good idea right
now.
You all have been very good about sticking to the
recommended precautions. We’ve had some cases in
the parish, but no spread within the parish. Everyone
has survived. I’ve said it before, but it’s worth
repeating, “I’m really proud of you for what you’ve
done.”
It was a tremendous interference in our lives. I’m not
sure anyone liked it, not even the hardcore introverts.
Sometimes, there’s just too much togetherness or too
much alone time.
So, why did we do all those things? Well, most all of us
are in ‘at risk’ groups of one character or another. I’m
sure that fear was a motivator for some. At the end of
the day, though, I think it was because we care deeply
about others. We might occasionally think or say things
like, “I’m the most important person right now” or
“No one takes priority over me.” Our actions, though,
speak far louder than the words we might think or say.
The “Love your neighbor” imperative from God really
has taken root in us. We’ve demonstrated and continue
to show that loving our neighbor is more than just
some words we say.
Someday, we’ll get back to more normal activities. I
don’t think it will ever be the same. In spite of our
discomfort, we have grown in ways we don’t really
realize. Good things have come out of this pandemic
quarantine, too. We have greater appreciation for
things we took for granted. Our sense of anticipation
for the future has been heightened. We have become
more considerate of others.
--Thomas
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HIGHLIGHTS OF THE MARCH LITURGICAL CALENDAR
John & Charles Wesley
We will commemorate these two Anglican priests at
our Said Mass on Wednesday, 3 March at 10:00 AM.
Raised in the rectory of Epworth, Lincolnshire,
England, John and Charles were the 15th and 18th
children of the family. Educated at Christ Church,
Oxford, they and a group of their friends became
known as “Methodists”, flowing out of their strict
discipline to the worship and doctrine of the Prayer
Book. Ordained in 1728 and 1735, both came to
Georgia in 1735 in missionary efforts. After their
return, both experienced a change in their relationship
to Christ. John wrote, “I felt my heart strangely
warmed. I felt I did trust in Christ, Christ alone, for
salvation.” From these experiences, the revival
movement was born. Credited with founding the
Methodist church, the brothers did not live to see the
schism within the Church of England. They died in
1791 and 1788. Both received their final rites as priests
of the Church of England.
Patrick of Ireland
Patrick, patron saint of Ireland, will be commemorated
on Wednesday, 17 March at 10:00 AM. Patrick, born
about 390, was captured by Irish slave-raiders at about
16 years old. He escaped at about 21, returned to
Britain and was educated for the priesthood. He tells us
that he was ordained bishop of no particular See and
that a vision called him to Ireland. He began a
remarkable missionary effort throughout Ireland that
continued until his death in about 461.
Saint Joseph
We will remember Joseph at a Said Mass at 12:00 PM
on Friday, March 19. Joseph was a pious Jew. He is
counted as a descendent of King David and a carpenter

by vocation. Joseph is considered to be the patron saint
of working men and women. What we know of him is
that he trusted in God, even when what God asked was
to be a challenge to his daily life.
Oscar Romero and the Martyrs of San Salvador
Oscar Romero was Archbishop of San Salvador. He
was shot while celebrating mass in 24 March 1980. His
murder is attributed to his public stand opposing the
government’s treatment of the poor and its policies on
torture. Nine months after his assassination, four
Maryknoll nuns were killed by the Salvadoran army and
nine Jesuit priests were murdered in November of
1989. We will remember Archbishop Romero and the
Martyrs of San Salvador at our Wednesday mass on
March 24.
The Annunciation
The Feast of the Annunciation of Our Lord Jesus
Christ to the Blessed Virgin Mary will be celebrated on
25 March at 12:10 PM. This celebration commemorates
the visit of the angel Gabriel to Our Lady and her
assent to God’s request to be Theotokos, or God-bearer.
Her answer, like that of Abraham, was “Let it be to me
according to your word.”
Sunday of the Passion or Palm Sunday
Holy Week begins on 28 March with the Liturgy of the
Palms in the Garden at 10:00 AM and processing into
the church for the Liturgy of the Word and the
Eucharist. Palm Sunday is an odd mix: the Triumphant
Entry into Jerusalem and the Passion of Our Lord all
rolled into one. Let this be your Holy Week: plan to be
a part of Saint John’s observance of the Triduum – the
three days, Maundy Thursday, Good Friday, and the
Great Vigil of Easter.
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Sunday, 28 March 2021
The Sunday of the Passion
Blessing of Palms, Procession and
Solemn Mass at 10:00 AM
Sermon by the Rector

Thursday, 1 April 2021
Maundy Thursday
Evening Mass of the Lord’s Supper at 7:00 PM
Sermon by the Rector
Friday, 2 April 2021
Good Friday
The Passion of Our Lord Jesus Christ
Said Liturgy at 12:00 PM
Sung Liturgy at 7:00 PM
Sermon by the Rector
Saturday, 3 April 2021
Holy Saturday
Holy Saturday Liturgy at 12:00PM
The Great Vigil of Easter at 7:00 PM
Sermon by the Rector

The regular meeting of the Wardens and Vestry of
Saint John’s Church was called to order via Zoom at
11:47 AM on Sunday, 14 February by Fr. Heard. Geri
Moulton was not present. The agenda was accepted,
and the minutes of the 10 January meeting were
approved as submitted.
Connie McLean presented the financial review for
the month of January. Connie McLean informed the
Vestry that it was not clear whether the Parish would
qualify for additional money, as the Parish had less
than a 25% decline in income for 2020 vs 2019.
However, we will file just in case.
Fr. Heard reviewed the status of pledges for 2021.
He noted that he expected 8 more pledges to be
submitted, and gave an estimate of the amounts for
those pledges. The Vestry discussed the Parish
pledge to the Diocese. Nikki Shaw moved that the
amount of the pledge for 2021 be set at 10% of the
plate & pledge income, based on the anticipated
amount of the pledges for the year. This was
seconded by Cindy Gass and unanimously approved.
Bootsie Cieutat reported that the ECW sent
Valentine’s day cards to Murray House residents and
birthday cards to members of the parish.
Fr. Heard reported that repairs to the crucifixion
window and the St. Andrew window have been
completed.
Fr. Heard will be meeting with Star Service Co. this
week to obtain a bid for replacement of the chiller.

EASTER LILIES
Easter Lily sign up cards will be in the
Narthex and the Great Hall by Sunday,
March 14. You may also mail in your check
with your list of those you wish to honor or
memorialize.
Sign up is due by Palm Sunday, March 28.

Fr. Heard reviewed the Parochial Report with the
Vestry.
Fr. Heard is seeking recommendations for a general
contractor to handle the repairs to the church roof
and the tower. He has spoken to one contractor
(White-Spunner), but it is not clear whether they
would consider the job.
James Christiansen moved that the meeting be
adjourned. This was seconded by Mary Sheffield and
unanimously accepted. Fr Heard closed the meeting
at 12:16 pm.
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LENTEN FOOD DRIVE: FOOD
BOXES FOR FAMILIES IN NEED
Our Lent Food Drive will
have a specific goal: we
are going to fill twelve
boxes with nonperishable food and
have them delivered to
twelve families with
young children who are in
need.
The Outreach Committee
will be providing a ham and fresh fruit to go in each
box. The families have been chosen by Mobile
Community Action, a social services agency that serves
low income clients. All of the families have young
children; many are grandparents raising their
grandchildren.

SAINT JOHN’S FALL
FOOD DRIVE
(bring to the church by
Sunday, March 28th)

pudding cups
fruit or applesauce cups
grits
canned soup
peanut butter
jelly
canned tuna
dry cereal
canned peaches
dried beans
rice
boxed macaroni and cheese
granola bars
snack cakes

The MCA social workers will be picking up and
delivering the boxes to the families on Wednesday,
March 31st. We want to have the boxes filled by
Sunday, March 28th.
You can start bringing your food (or money)
contributions to the church on Sunday or Wednesday
mornings. If, because of the COVID-19 health crisis,
you are not coming to the church, members of the
Outreach Committee will be glad to do your shopping
for you, just send a check to Saint John’s (write “food
drive” on the comment line).
Our goal is to provide a box of food that will help
them out for the week their children will be home for
the Spring Break holiday. All of the children normally
eat breakfast and lunch in school. Take the shopping
list below to remind you what we want to provide in
each box.
Thank You , The Outreach Committee

FR. HEARD OFFERS EPIPHANY BLESSING
FOR NEW MCKEMIE PLACE FACILITY
From Tara Armbruster, Executive Director, McKemie Place:
Rev. Heard,
Thank you so much for taking the time to come to McKemie Place
and offer an Epiphany prayer over our home. We are so grateful
for our partnership with St. John’s and the support you’ve shown
us.
With gratitude,
Tara
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830A MP

14 Lent 4
10A Mass
1130A Vestry

10
830A MP
10A Mass

17 Patrick of Ireland
830A MP
10A Mass

9 Gregory of Nyssa
830A MP

25 Annunciation
830A MP
12P Mass

28 Thomas Aquinas

24 Oscar Romero
830A MP
10A Mass

31 Wednesday in
Holy Week
830A MP
10A Mass

23 Gregory the Illiminator
830A MP

30 Tuesday in Holy
Week
830A MP

29 Monday in Holy
Week
830A MP
12P Mass

28 Palm Sunday
10A Mass

26
830A MP

19 Saint Joseph
830A MP
12P Mass

18 Cyril of Jerusalem
830A MP

27 Charles Henry
Brent

20 Cuthbert of Lindisfarne

13 James Theodore
Holly

12 Gregory the Great
830A MP

11
830A MP

SATURDAY
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FRIDAY
5
830A MP

4
830A MP

THURSDAY

22 James De Koven
830A MP

16
830A MP

3 John & Charles
Wesley
830A MP
10 Mass

WEDNESDAY

2 Chad of Lichfield
830A MP

TUESDAY

21 Lent 5
10A Mass

Daylight Savings Time
Begins

8
830A MP

1 David of Wales
830A MP

MONDAY

7 Lent 3
10A Mass

SUNDAY

MARCH 2021 AT SAINT JOHN’S
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EPISCOPAL RELIEF & DEVELOPMENT
RESPONDING TO WINTER STORMS
Episcopal Relief & Development is in close contact
with Episcopal dioceses in Texas, Oklahoma, New
Mexico and Louisiana as they assess needs created by
winter storms that are producing widespread power
outages across the south.
Winter storms and ongoing freezing temperatures
knocked out power in much of Texas on February 14.
Over 3 million homes lacked electricity as of
Wednesday morning. Without power and heat, many
water pipes and water mains froze and burst, leaving
people without water and causing damage to their
homes. The storms have also interrupted the food
supply chain, compounding the challenges for people
who lost food due to lack of refrigeration. Food banks
have been similarly affected, making it difficult for
them to serve vulnerable communities that rely on their
services. People without homes have been especially
impacted as sleeping outdoors is extremely dangerous
in these conditions but shelter space is already limited
due to COVID-19 precautions.
The organization’s US Disaster Program team has been
in communication with staff at the Episcopal dioceses
of Dallas, East Carolina, Fort Worth, Oklahoma,
Northwest Texas, Rio Grande, Texas, Western
Louisiana and West Texas, many of whom have been
personally affected by the water and power outages all
week. Partners are in the process of assessing the needs
of vulnerable communities such as those without
housing.

team, which was already responding to COVID-19, to
meet these immediate needs and will continue to assess
how it can provide support as the crisis evolves.
“Our partners in southern states are experienced in
responding to hurricanes and are adapting emergency
response plans in light of the cold weather and power
crisis,” said Katie Mears, Senior Director, US Disaster,
Episcopal Relief & Development. “As temperatures
begin to rise, we expect to see more reports of water
damage, and we stand ready to support our partners as
they respond.”
For 80 years, Episcopal Relief & Development has
been working together with supporters and partners
for lasting change around the world. Each year the
organization facilitates healthier, more fulfilling lives
for more than 3 million people struggling with hunger,
poverty, disaster and disease. Inspired by Jesus’ words
in Matthew 25, Episcopal Relief & Development
leverages the expertise and resources of Anglican and
other partners to deliver measurable and sustainable
change in three signature program areas: Women,
Children and Climate.
You can send checks to Episcopal Relief &
Development by mail: Episcopal Relief &
Development P.O. Box 7058 Merrifield, VA 221167058.

The Episcopal Diocese of Texas, with Episcopal Relief
& Development’s support, is supplying emergency
shelter, warming centers, food, generators and gasoline
to under-resourced communities in the greater
Houston, Waco and Austin areas. The diocese is
leveraging its long-term Hurricane Harvey recovery

Photo Courtesy of St. Alban’s Episcopal Church,
Waco, TX
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February Birthdays
Howard Yeager
Marian Boykin
Darren Anderson
William Anderson
Budd McLean
Courtney Bryan
Jean Brown
Kristen Turner
Sandra Wilson
Faith Velaski

03/10
03/12
03/15
03/15
03/18
03/19
03/20
03/22
03/27
03/28

Ron & Susan Waites

03/31

Celebrating February birthdays at St. John’s in
2020 with Lisa Chestang, Thomas Heard,
Mary Sheffield and Lee Dorsey. (Photo by
Irene Yeager)

Contact Us
Staff:
The Reverend Thomas Heard, rector
rector@stjohnsmobile.org

Louis Daniel
Organist & Choir Director
music@stjohnsmobile.org
For healing grace and continued strength, we pray for our
members:
Lisa Chestang, David Rich, Bob Anderson, Carolyn Pearce,
Mary Jones, Connie Anderson, Cookie Rich, Paula & Bob Ross,
Jean Brown, Ashley Garris, Jerry Fulford, James Christiansen,
Bill Duke, Audrey Garner, Joyce Lee, Marian Boykin, Ron Brown,
Jayson Chestang, Budd McLean, Mary Catherine Warren.
For our Family and Friends:

Robin Gentry, Dorothy Johnson, George Lee, Jr. David Sheffield,
Patrick Henry, Patsy Christiansen, Gwendolyn Carey,
Helon Jones, Helen Guthrie, Eddie Hun, Katelynn Tillman,
Karen Twilley, Nancy Payne, Donna Pigg, Robert Levy,
Tiffany Matthews, Betty Williams, Latecia Cushion Knight,
Bonnie Jernigan, Britney Butler, Neal Tourné, Sandy Michel,
Connor Crist, Paul Nelson, Krystal Hiatt.
For victims of war and their families, and members of our
Armed Forces and their families:
Ryan Hurt, Jacob Hester‑Heard, Marcus Rich, Ross Hussmann,
Ellis Garner, Eric Mattoon.

Lella Lowe
Financial Secretary
finance@stjohnsmobile.org
Jack Ruppe
Sexton
Vestry:
James Christiansen, junior warden
Bootsie Cieutat
Cindy Gass, senior warden
Connie McLean, treasurer
Geri Moulton
Nikki Shaw, clerk
Mary Sheffield
Kristen Turner

Butch Yeager
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RETURN SERVICE REQUESTED

Come Worship With Us!
Monday—Friday:
8:30AM Morning Prayer
Sunday:
9:00AM Adult and Youth Christian
Formation
10:00AM Holy Eucharist

Wednesday:
10:00AM Holy Eucharist;
Healing on the 1st
Wednesday of the month.

Parish Office
Monday-Thursday
9:00 a.m.-2:00 p.m.

Telephone: 251-479-5474
Fax: 251-473-1230
www.stjohnsmobile.org

Other Feasts and Holy Days are
observed throughout the year; please
see our website for the latest schedule.

SAINT JOHN’S: THE EPISCOPAL CHURCH IN MIDTOWN MOBILE
Grounded in shared sacramental life and moving into the world
to be the hands of Our Lord.

