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Hello St. John’s Family! 

It has been a very full March for which we all have a lot 
to be thankful for and celebrate together. 

I am thankful for our Convention delegation (Mary 
Sheffield, Janet Buckley, James Christensen, and 
Eugene Johnston) for their enthusiastic participation in 
the activities and discussions at the UWF Conference 
center March 3rd and 4th. The structure of this 
convention was a bit different from years past as our 
group was not able to sit together during the event. 
Instead, the diocesan staff had assigned all delegates 
with different table assignments… which facilitated 
deep and meaningful conversations with people whom 
most of us had never met. It was a joyful time with 
strangers. 

I am thankful for the women of the Social Services 
department of the Mobile County Public School 
System (Nyshetia Chapman, Denise Riemer, Emily 
Barr, Vickie Smith, and Therese Fulford) for their 
sharing with us an incredible ministry for hundreds of 
high school boys and girls from March 11th to 16th. 
Seeing our Great Hall transformed into a dress shop 
was amazing – and hearing stories of laughing, giggling, 
joy-filled tears and seeing the smiles of children has 
warmed my heart. We opened our doors to strangers, 
and love abounded. A special thanks as well to Louis 
Daniel who, like Peter at the Gate, made sure all those 
who came to our doors (morning/noon/and night!) 
were able to enter into our little Kingdom. 

I am thankful for Jowanna, Ricardo, and James; each 
whom we as a family welcomed in and shared gifts of 
food, clothing, and items for comfort. Although I don’t 
know all of their stories, I’d like to share a little of my 
experience with Ricardo from Sunday, March 26th. 

Shortly into our Sunday service three men came in the 
street entrance from the church and were greeted by 
Eugene Johnston. I didn’t hear their exchange but saw 
Eugene welcome them and usher them to a pew a third 
of the way into the Nave. Two of them stayed and 
worshiped with us until I was a few sentences into my 
sermon (I hope it wasn’t anything I said!) and then left 
through the back door. Ricardo remained. He sat 
reverently and peacefully, standing and sitting with us 
through our Episcopal morning aerobics, received 
communion at the rail, and came to meet me after the 
service in the back. Ricardo said we have a beautiful 
church and a very meaningful liturgy. I welcomed him 
to pot-luck which he gratefully accepted. This is when 
many of you also met him. 

About half way through the potluck one of the two 
men that left returned, this was James. The first words 
I said to him were “are you hungry?” which made his 
face light up. He quickly made his way to the buffet 
and found a place at the table next to Ricardo. (I am 
thankful for all of you who shared holy hospitality by 
sharing a meal with them.) After pot-luck, Ricardo 
shared that they were in need. They had traveled from 
out of state to do work that had been inconveniently 
delayed multiple times, and they were out of money 
and gas. So I took him down to the Shell station. 

While pumping gas, he shared in conversation that they 
had been sleeping in their car for weeks but would 
spend the rest of their day looking for a place they 
could clean up and wash their clothes. I asked if he had 
any extra clothes, he replied with what I understood as 
“only the shirt on my back”. I told him to follow me 
back to the church. (I am thankful for the Clothesline 
Ministry of Deacon Terry Goff.) Ricardo and James 
and I made our way upstairs and I showed them the 
room of Men’s clothes. James’ face lit up the same way 
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 it had when I told him he’d get to eat today. They 
each found two pairs of pants, two shirts, and some 
undergarments in their size. But I really think what 
James was most excited about was the toothbrushes at 
the top of the stairs. “Are you sure I can have all this?” 
he asked me, “This is why it is here. Thank you for 
letting us help you.” They smiled, gathered the gifts, 
and went on their way. 

I think it’s kind of cool that I have the opportunity to 
share this with you in the “4th Epistle”… because to 
me it feels like the right continuation of what our pa-
tron Saint and evangelist shared in his 3rd Epistle: 
“Beloved, it is a loyal thing you do when you render 
any service to the brethren, especially to strangers.” (3 
Jn. 1:5) These are the stories I love to share with 
friends and clergy and everyone else who asks me 
“how are things going at St. John’s?”. This is the story 
of a living and vibrant faith. We are the story of God’s 

love as it is present right now in our midst. Thank you 
for actively embodying the love of Christ to all people. 
I hope that you share these thanksgivings as well. It 
was a March full of joy and wonder. I look forward to 
discovering who God will lead our way next month 
too! 

Please pray for our visitors, that they may continue to 
find love and support among the faithful they encoun-
ter next. 

God bless you all, 

Fr. John 

 
The Annual conven-
tion was held at the 
University of West 
Florida in Pensacola 
and hosted by St. 
Cyprian’s, Holy Trini-
ty, and St. Monica’s. 
The theme of the 

convention was “ This is My Story, This is My Song,” 
and as Bishop Russell said, “ no matter the numerical 
size of a church, there is always a story to be told and a 
song to be sung.” 
Attending from St. John’s were: Fr. John Talbert, Janet 
Buckley ( delegate), Mary Sheffield ( delegate) and Eu-
gene Johnston and James Christiansen as alternates. 
Day one opened with a morning prayer service, fol-
lowed by an address from Bishop Russel and a busi-
ness session. As well as business being conducted, 
there were videos presented , followed by “table talk” 
discussions. Our tables were mixed groups from 
churches throughout the diocese. The videos were in-
teresting and thought provoking. They included ques-
tions such as :What is weighing on your heart as you 
arrive? Speak of a story when the spirit of God moved 
in your life or in the life of your congregation. These 
questions and statements generated heart-felt, deep 
and often funny stories. The afternoon session includ-
ed our keynote speaker The Rev. Becca Stevens. Becca 

is the founder and President of Thistle Farms, which is 
a non-profit that helps women who are victims of traf-
ficking, prostitution and addiction. Her address was 
moving and inspiring. The afternoon session contin-
ued with more table discussions, evening prayer and a 
social time. 
Day two of the convention began with a business ses-
sion including the election of delegates to The General 
Convention, which will be held in Louisville, Kentucky 
in 2024. Our own Rev. John Talbert and Eugene John-
ston were 2 of the elected delegates. More table talk 
discussions were held. Again, with interesting and in-
spirational questions. One that particularly struck me , 
as very relevant to St. John’s was: What is the song 
God is calling your church to sing? Day two ended 
mid-day with a wonderful Eucharist service that was 
uplifting and fulfilling.  
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COOK’S         
CORNER 

Irene Yeager’s Strawberry Muffins: yields 2 dozen 
 
Grease and flour muffin tins. 
4 eggs 
1 cup  oil 
16 0z.frozen strawberries and juice 
1/2  cup  chopped pecans 
3 cups plain flower 
1 cup sugar 
1 tsp. baking soda 
1 tsp. salt 
1 tsp. cinnamon 
Mix first three ingredients in a larbe bowl. Add 
the dry ingredients. Mix well. Pour into greased 
muffin tins. 
Bake at 350 for 30 minutes 
 

St. John’s extends a sincere thank you to 
those who made memorial donations in 

March  Birthdays 

Elsewhere in the Diocese 

 

PARISH LIFE 

        WOMEN OF THE CHURCH 

The ECW has plans for April! A reception, follow-
ing the Palm Sunday service, cupcakes for Easter 
going to the staff and residents at Murray House 
and the Fourth Sunday Potluck– Let’s Do Brunch 
is the theme.  

Celebrating March birthdays with 
Julie Garner and Kristen Turner. 
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St. John’s March vestry meeting was held on Tues-
day, March 21st.  
Absent Vestry members: Janet Buckley. Additional in-
dividuals in attendance: Louis Daniel. Fr. Talbert led 
the Vestry in the opening prayer and Bible study.  
The February  2023 Vestry meeting minutes were pre-
sented and reviewed. Mary Sheffield motioned and 
Connie Anderson seconded that the minutes be accept-
ed. The motion passed.  
Reports:  
Financial Report: Cindy Gass presented the Financial 
Report. In the month of February, income from all 
sources was $; we had e23,980 , we had expenses of 
 $16,013.22.This reflects an excess income of $ 7,066 
for the month . It was noted that the gas bill for Febru-
ary had not yet been received.The endowment had 
$115,891.44 at the end February. 
Senior Warden: Nikki Shaw reported the following: 
 A letter was sent to the Diocesan office updating the 
terms of the contract of the rector. The Diocesan of-
fice sent back a Resolution enumerating the changes to 
the contract and requested it be signed by the members 
of the Vestry. The resolution was read and signed by all 
present. This will be returned to the Diocese. 
The Royal closet was very successful, allowing students 
to get prom clothes, and also generating a good amount 
of traffic into the St. John’s facility. Fr. John built 9 
clothes racks to accommodate all of the donated items. 
Bids have been made regarding the awning for The 
Clothesline entrance. One was for galvanized metal and 
the other for aluminum. It was agreed that the galva-
nized metal would be more durable.  
Junior Warden: Eugene Johnston reported on the 
physical plant. . Eugene received 3 bids for repairing 
the soffits on the two story building. As the bids varied 
in price, the vestry asked that we get  detailed bids for 
each in regard to materials and the scope of the work. 
Louis Daniel submitted a report of all completed 
maintenance for the month of February. 
A dehumidifier is needed for The Clothesline area. 
There was a discussion of which type to buy and find-
ing one that can be tied into the drain line so manual 
removal of water will not be necessary. 
A bid was received for the roof of the parlor. 
 

Outreach: Nikki Shaw gave the report. Undie Sunday was a 
great success and the items will be given to The Clotheline 
Ministry for distribution. 
 

ECW: Connie McLean gave the report. The ECW will 
provide a reception after the Palm Sunday service on 
April 2nd.  
The ECW will provide cupcakes to the staff and resi-
dents of Murray House for Easter. 
The theme of the April Potluck is Let’s Do Brunch 
 
Newsletter: Mary Sheffield reported that the mass 
email list is 87 people. Fifty-seven percent of recipients 
clicked through on the newsletter. Fourteen newsletters 
were sent in the mail. 
 
Priest’s report: 
Fr. Talbert gave the schedule for April 
Attendance has increased by 2 for the 6 month period 
of Sept.– Feb. since the previous year in the same time 
period. 
Fr. Talbert thanked those that helped with The Royal 
Closet. He has offered St. John’s to host the event next 
year. 
Wilmer Hall will have a pancake breakfast on April 
29th from 7-10 a.m. 
Evangelism Event– we have been invited by Rev. Lydia 
Johnson to host an event for Mobile. 
Sunday Formation is averaging 10 people per week and 
will continue till Easter and will be re-evaluated for the 
summer. 
 
Old Business:  
Paul Frenkel is our lead for any information on the ter-
mite negotiations. 
Scheduling of Vestry meetings was discussed. 
 
New Business: 
 We were asked to verify the information for our sec-
ond PPP loan. 
The differences between the bulletin readings and lec-
tionary were discussed and will be taken care of. 
 
Fr. Talbert led the Vestry in a closing prayer. 
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Undie Sunday was a great success! Thanks to all 
who donated. The items have been given to the 
Clothesline Ministry for distribution. 

The Royal Closet, host-
ed by MCPSS and St. 
John’s sent many happy 
students to their prom 
this year. Thanks to all 
who helped out! 
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Episcopal Relief  & Development Lenten 
Meditations 
For April 1 

I wait for the Lord; my soul waits for him; * in his word is my hope. My soul waits for the Lord, more than 
watchmen for the morning, * more than watchmen for the morning. Psalm 130:4-5  
The psalmist connects waiting for God with hope. In Spanish, the word is the same, esperar, esperanza. Hope 
requires waiting, it seems.  
In this information age, with the internet and a globalized economy, we are less practiced at waiting for certain 
things. I wonder if we are also less able to wait with longing for deeper truths. Do our souls ache in longing and 
waiting for justice, unity, and peace? Can we sustain the focus, prayer and action that are a part of that longing, 
waiting, and hope?  
Are we able to esperar with Esperanza? Are we able to wait with hope? What does it look like for our souls to 
wait for God, even more than a night watchman waits for the dawn? What if the very hope we seek comes to us 
only as we wait for God?  
Spend some time in silence today, listen to music, take a walk, pray. What is the experience of waiting for God? 
How does it feel? Where does your hope come from? 
 

The Rev. Robin Denney, a parish priest and former missionary focused on agricultural development in Libe-
ria and South Sudan, wrote this year’s meditations. Robin grew up on a farm and ranch in northern Salinas 
Valley, and has a degree in Viticulture and Enology from UC Davis. She has a master’s in divinity from Vir-
ginia Theological Seminary, where she helped start the student-led sustainability and gardening initiative, 
Cultivate VTS. She is the rector of St. Mary's in Napa, California. 
 
Ordination to the Diaconate 
Saturday, March 25, at 2pm 
Christ Church Cathedral 
115 S Conception St, Mobile AL 
 
  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Members of St. John’s Episcopal joined Bishop  
Russell as he ordained the following in to the 
Sacred Order of Deacons: [Diaconate] Deborah 
Knight-Epps; [Transitional Diaconate] Brad 
Clark, John Fountain, Jennie Leahey, Ryan Lee, 
and Stephen Pecot. 
 
 We are so proud and happy to have had Brad         Attending the ordination were:  
as our seminarian for the last few months.                Front row: James Christiansen, Audrey Garner,  Julie Garner 
His kindness and wonderful sermons have made     Back row: Janet Buckely, Paula Ross, Irene Yeager, Brad Clark, 
 him a valued member of our church community.      Mary Sheffield, Connie McLean and Eugene Johnston. 
 
 
 



 

7 

Contact Us 
 

Staff: 
Fr. John Talbert 
Priest-in-charge 
205-354-3699 
 

Louis Daniel 
Organist & Choir Director 
music@stjohnsmobile.org 
 
Wendy Wheeler 
Financial Secretary 
finance@stjohnsmobile.org 
 
Vestry: 
Connie Anderson 

Janet Buckley, clerk 

Cindy Gass, treasurer 

Eugene Johnston, junior warden 

Jan Joseph 

Connie McLean 

Nikki Shaw, senior warden 

Mary Sheffield 

Charlynn Will 

Prayer List 
For healing grace and continued strength, we pray for our 
members: David Rich, Cookie Rich, Mary Jones, Bootsie 
Cieutat, Bob Anderson, Neva Bache, Kathe Gieseler, Mike 
Barbour, Fran Barbour, Irene Yeager, Carolyn Pearce, 
Ashley Garris, Jerry Fulford, James Christiansen, Audrey Garner, 
Joyce Lee, Jayson Chestang, and Budd McLean.  

For our Homebound: 

Mary Catherine Warren. 

For our Family and Friends: Angie Leon, David Hamilton, 
Errol Sweetser, Lenora Cadden, Donna Lathan, Sheila Cassity 
Granger, Barbara Bonner,  EvinaValera, David Brunner, Mary 
Horner,  Susan Hansen, Karl Gieseler, Keith Matthews, 
Randy Dunn, Sharon Lee Nolan, Peggy Sheffield, Helen Guthrie, 
Eddie Hun, Katelynn Tillman, Karen Twilley, Nancy Payne, 
Donna Pigg, Tiffany Matthews, Betty Williams, 
Latecia Cushion Knight, Bonnie Jernigan, Britney Butler, 
Neal Tourné, Sandy Michel, Paul Nelson, John Switzer (priest). 

For victims of war and their families, and members of our 
Armed Forces and their families: 

Nicholas Boykin, Joshua Maddox, Ryan Hurt, 
Jacob Hester‑Heard, Marcus Rich, Ross Hussmann, Ellis Garner, 
Eric Mattoon. 

Memorial Donations 

Joyce Lee                    4/18                              
Frances Barbour         4/22               
Hayzlynn Greer          4/28                 
  

                Marilyn Crabtree 

 
The Order of Polka Dots 
Franck Harvey 
Laurie Harvey 
Connie McLean 
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Palm Sunday– April 2nd - Holy Eucharist 10:00 
Bishop Young presiding.  
 
 Maundy Thursday– April 6th- Noon–  
Holy Eucharist with foot washing– Rev. Talbert 
 
 Good Friday–  April 7th- said service– guest 
priest–   Rev. Jessica Walker 
 
Easter Sunday–  April 9th- Holy Eucharist Rite II 
Rev. Talbert 

Lectionary and Rota for April 2023 

Date April 2 April 9 April 16 April 23 April 30 

  HOLY 
EUCHARIST 

RITE II 

HOLY 
EUCHARIST 

RITE II 

MORNING 
PRAYER 
RITE  II 

HOLY 
EUCHARIST 

RITE II 

SERVICE OF 
HOLY 

COMMUNION 

Lectionary 
Day 

  
Color 

Palm Sunday 
  
  

Red 
  

Easter Day 
  
  

White 

Easter 2 
  
  

White 

Easter 3 
  
  

White 

Easter 4 
  
  

White 

Officiant Fr. John Talbert Fr. John Talbert Eugene Johnston Fr. John Talbert 

  
Brad Clark 

Lectors/ 
Intercessor 

Nikki Shaw 
David Thompson 
Br. Jacob Luke 

Mary Sheffield 
Paula Ross 

Geri Moulton 

Nikki Shaw 
David Thompson 
Br. Jacob Luke 

Mary Sheffield 
Paula Ross 

Geri Moulton 

Nikki Shaw 
David Thompson 
Br. Jacob Luke 

Eucharistic 
Ministers 

Connie McLean 
Mary Sheffield 

Lee Dorsey 
Br. Jacob Luke 

  
Connie McLean 
Mary Sheffield 

Lee Dorsey 
Br. Jacob Luke 

Altar Guild 
Lee Dorsey 

Kristen Turner 
Cindy Gass 

Irene Yeager 
Br. Jacob Luke 

Connie Anderson 
Bootsie Cieutat 

Lee Dorsey 
Kristen Turner 

Vestry Tellers 
Janet Buckley 
Cindy Gass 

  

Eugene Johnston 
Jan Joseph 

  

Connie McLean 
Nikki Shaw 

  

Mary Sheffield 
Charlynn Will 

Connie Anderson 
Janet Buckley 

  

   Holy Week Services 
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Saint John’s Episcopal Church 
1707 Government Street 
Mobile, Alabama 36604 

Come Worship With Us! 
 

Sunday: 
8:45 AM  Adult and Youth Christian Formation 

10:00AM  Holy Eucharist 
 
 

Other Feasts and Holy Days are observed throughout the year; please see 
our website for the latest schedule. 

 
 

Parish Office 
      

Telephone: 251-479-5474 
Fax: 251-473-1230 

Email: office@stjohnsmobile.org 
www.stjohnsmobile.org 

 

SAINT JOHN’S: THE EPISCOPAL CHURCH IN MIDTOWN MOBILE 

Grounded in shared sacramental life and moving into the world 
to be the hands of Our Lord. 


