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The First Lesson.  The Reader begins 
A Reading from the Book of Isaiah 

Behold, my servant shall prosper, he shall be exalted 

and lifted up, and shall be very high. As many were 

astonished at him – his appearance was so marred, 

beyond human semblance, and his form beyond that 

of the sons of men – so shall he startle many nations; 

kings shall shut their mouths because of him; for that 

which has not been told them they shall see, and that 

which they have not heard they shall understand. Who 

has believed what we have heard? And to whom has 

the arm of the LORD been revealed? For he grew up 

before him like a young plant, and like a root out of 

dry ground; he had no form or comeliness that we 

should look at him, and no beauty that we should 

desire him. He was despised and rejected by men; a 

man of sorrows, and acquainted with grief; and as one 

from whom men hide their faces he was despised, and 

we esteemed him not. Surely he has borne our griefs 

and carried our sorrows; yet we esteemed him stricken, 

smitten by God, and afflicted. But he was wounded 

for our transgressions, he was bruised for our 

iniquities; upon him was the chastisement that made 
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us whole, and with his stripes we are healed. All we 

like sheep have gone astray; we have turned every one 

to his own way; and the LORD has laid on him the 

iniquity of us all. He was oppressed, and he was 

afflicted, yet he opened not his mouth; like a lamb that 

is led to the slaughter, and like a sheep that before its 

shearers is dumb, so he opened not his mouth. By 

oppression and judgment he was taken away; and as 

for his generation, who considered that he was cut off 

out of the land of the living, stricken for the 

transgression of my people? And they made his grave 

with the wicked and with a rich man in his death, 

although he had done no violence, and there was no 

deceit in his mouth. Yet it was the will of the LORD 

to bruise him; he has put him to grief; when he makes 

himself an offering for sin, he shall see his offspring, 

he shall prolong his days; the will of the LORD shall 

prosper in his hand; he shall see the fruit of the travail 

of his soul and be satisfied; by his knowledge shall the 

righteous one, my servant, make many to be 

accounted righteous; and he shall bear their iniquities. 

Therefore I will divide him a portion with the great, 
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and he shall divide the spoil with the strong; because 

he poured out his soul to death, and was numbered 

with the transgressors; yet he bore the sin of many, 

and made intercession for the transgressors. 

The Reader concludes The Word of the Lord.  
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Psalm 22:1-11 
The Reader says:   
Please join me in reading Psalm 22, verses 1 through 
11, found in the red Prayer Book beginning on page 
610. 
The Reader repeats the above information several times. 
 
1 My God, my God, why have you forsaken me? * 
  and are so far from my cry 
  and from the words of my distress? 
2 O my God, I cry in the daytime, but you do not 

answer; * 
  by night as well, but I find no rest. 
3 Yet you are the Holy One, * 
  enthroned upon the praises of Israel. 
4 Our forefathers put their trust in you; * 
  they trusted, and you delivered them. 
5 They cried out to you and were delivered; * 
  they trusted in you and were not put to shame. 
6 But as for me, I am a worm and no man, * 
  scorned by all and despised by the people. 
7 All who see me laugh me to scorn; * 
  they curl their lips and wag their heads, saying, 
8 “He trusted in the Lord; let him deliver him; * 
  let him rescue him, if he delights in him.” 
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9 Yet you are he who took me out of the womb, * 
  and kept me safe upon my mother’s breast. 
10 I have been entrusted to you ever since I was 

born; * 
  you were my God when I was still in my 

mother’s womb. 
11 Be not far from me, for trouble is near, * 
 and there is none to help. 
 
The Second Lesson.  The Reader begins 
A Reading from the Letter of Paul to the Hebrews  
For since the law has but a shadow of the good things 

to come instead of the true form of these realities, it 

can never, by the same sacrifices which are continually 

offered year after year, make perfect those who draw 

near. Otherwise, would they not have ceased to be 

offered? If the worshipers had once been cleansed, 

they would no longer have any consciousness of sin. 

But in these sacrifices there is a reminder of sin year 

after year. For it is impossible that the blood of bulls 

and goats should take away sins. Consequently, when 

Christ came into the world, he said, “Sacrifices and 

offerings thou hast not desired, but a body hast thou 

prepared for me; in burnt offerings and sin offerings 
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thou hast taken no pleasure. Then I said, ‘Lo, I have 

come to do thy will, O God,’ as it is written of me in 

the roll of the book.” When he said above, “Thou hast 

neither desired nor taken pleasure in sacrifices and 

offerings and burnt offerings and sin offerings” (these 

are offered according to the law), then he added, “Lo, 

I have come to do thy will.” He abolishes the first in 

order to establish the second. And by that will we have 

been sanctified through the offering of the body of 

Jesus Christ once for all. And every priest stands daily 

at his service, offering repeatedly the same sacrifices, 

which can never take away sins. But when Christ had 

offered for all time a single sacrifice for sins, he sat 

down at the right hand of God, then to wait until his 

enemies should be made a stool for his feet. For by a 

single offering he has perfected for all time those who 

are sanctified. And the Holy Spirit also bears witness 

to us; for after saying, “This is the covenant that I will 

make with them after those days, says the Lord: I will 

put my laws on their hearts, and write them on their 

minds,” then he adds, “I will remember their sins and 

their misdeeds no more.” Where there is forgiveness 
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of these, there is no longer any offering for sin. 

Therefore, brethren, since we have confidence to enter 

the sanctuary by the blood of Jesus, by the new and 

living way which he opened for us through the curtain, 

that is, through his flesh, and since we have a great 

priest over the house of God, let us draw near with a 

true heart in full assurance of faith, with our hearts 

sprinkled clean from an evil conscience and our bodies 

washed with pure water. Let us hold fast the 

confession of our hope without wavering, for he who 

promised is faithful; and let us consider how to stir up 

one another to love and good works, not neglecting to 

meet together, as is the habit of some, but encouraging 

one another, and all the more as you see the Day 

drawing near. 

 

The Reader concludes The Word of the Lord. 
 
 
 
On Good Friday, the Passion Gospel is read by the assembly. 


