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Second Sunday after the Epiphany 
 

HOLY EUCHARIST 
 
 
 

15 JANUARY 2023, 10:00 AM 
TEN O’CLOCK IN THE MORNING 
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SAINT JOHN’S CHURCH, MOBILE 
 

Welcome to Saint John’s.  Since its founding in 1853 Saint John’s has 
been an Episcopal parish church in the heart of Mobile.  From our 
beginning worship has been central to our common life.  Originally 
located ten streets West of Christ Church, Saint John’s moved to its 
current location in 1956, to what was then nearly at the city limits.  If you 
are interested in learning more about Saint John’s or becoming a member 
of our parish community, please speak with one of the clergy or call the 
parish office at (251) 479-5474.  Saint John’s can be found on the Internet 
at www.stjohnsmobile.org. 

About the Mass 
This period in the Church year is known as the “Season after 
Epiphany” or “Ordinary Time.”  The term “ordinary” refers to how 
the New Testament passages are generally read in order or in sequence, 
as opposed to being arranged by specific theme as in other seasons.  
During this season the Gospel passages focus on the beginning of 
Jesus’ ministry and how he is revealed to the world as the Christ.  In 
Year A (the first in a three year cycle: A, B & C) most of the Gospel 
passages are from the Gospel according to Matthew.  The Old 
Testament Lesson and the Psalm are chosen because they relate to the 
words and message of Jesus.  The New Testament Lesson is 
independent of these readings and is almost always taken from one of 
the Letters in the New Testament that reflects the common life and 
mission of the first Christian community. 

 

THE FLOWERS ON THE ALTAR ARE GIVEN 
to the Glory of God. 

 
This could be your gift to Saint John’s 

to celebrate an occasion, 
to commemorate an event, or  

to just give thanks to God.  
 

There are several dates available on the calendar in the Parish House. 
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Prelude   

THE ENTRANCE RITE 

Entrance Song 
All stand as the organ begins the introduction to the entrance hymn. The Congregation sings the 
hymn as the choir and ministers of the assembly move to the chancel. 

Hymn 632  Munich 
 O Christ, the Word Incarnate 

Opening Acclamation 
Celebrant      Blessed be God: Father, Son and Holy Spirit. 
People  And blessed be his kingdom; now and forever. Amen. 

Celebrant 
Almighty God, to you all hearts are open, all desires known, and from 
you no secrets are hid; Cleanse the thoughts of our hearts by the 
inspiration of your Holy Spirit, that we may perfectly love you, and 
worthily magnify your holy Name; through Christ our Lord. Amen. 

The Song of Praise 
The Congregation sings Gloria in excelsis Deo. The setting is by William Mathias 

Hymn S278  Mathias 
 Glory to God 
The people remain standing for the Collect of the Day. 

The Collect of the Day BCP p. 214 
The Celebrant says 

 The Lord be with you. 
People And also with you.  

Celebrant Let us pray. 

Almighty God, whose Son our Savior Jesus Christ is the light of the 
world: Grant that your people, illumined by your Word and 
Sacraments, may shine with the radiance of Christ’s glory, that he may 
be known, worshiped, and obeyed to the ends of the earth; through 
Jesus Christ our Lord, who with you and the Holy Spirit lives and 
reigns, one God, now and for ever. 

Amen. 
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THE LITURGY OF THE WORD 

The Lessons 
The People are seated.  The first Lesson, Isaiah 49:1-7, is now read 

Listen to me, O coastlands, and hearken, you peoples from afar. The 
LORD called me from the womb, from the body of my mother he 
named my name. He made my mouth like a sharp sword, in the 
shadow of his hand he hid me; he made me a polished arrow, in his 
quiver he hid me away. And he said to me, “You are my servant, 
Israel, in whom I will be glorified.” But I said, “I have labored in vain, 
I have spent my strength for nothing and vanity; yet surely my right is 
with the LORD, and my recompense with my God.” And now the 
LORD says, who formed me from the womb to be his servant, to 
bring Jacob back to him, and that Israel might be gathered to him, for 
I am honored in the eyes of the LORD, and my God has become my 
strength – he says: “It is too light a thing that you should be my 
servant to raise up the tribes of Jacob and to restore the preserved of 
Israel; I will give you as a light to the nations, that my salvation may 
reach to the end of the earth.” Thus says the LORD, the Redeemer of 
Israel and his Holy One, to one deeply despised, abhorred by the 
nations, the servant of rulers: “Kings shall see and arise; princes, and 
they shall prostrate themselves; because of the LORD, who is faithful, 
the Holy One of Israel, who has chosen you.” 

The Reader concludes 

 The Word of the Lord. 
People Thanks be to God. 

The Congregation prays Psalm 40:1-12. BCP p. 707 

 
1 I waited patiently up- / on the Lord; * 
  he stooped to / me and heard my cry. 

2 He lifted me out of the desolate pit, out of the / mire and clay; * 
  he set my feet upon a high cliff and / made my footing sure. 

3 He put a new song in my mouth, 
 a song of praise / to our God; * 
  many shall see, and stand in awe, 
  and put their / trust in the Lord. 
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4 Happy are they who trust / in the Lord! * 
  they do not resort to evil spirits or / turn to false gods. 

5 Great things are they that you have done, O Lord my God! 
 how great your wonders and your / plans for us! * 
  there is none who can / be compared with you. 

6 Oh, that I could make them known and / tell them!* 
  but they are / more than I can count. 

7 In sacrifice and offering you take no / pleasure * 
  (you have given me / ears to hear you); 

8 Burnt-offering and sin-offering you have / not required, * 
  and so I / said, “Behold, I come. 

9 In the roll of the book it is written con/cerning me:* 
  ‘I love to do your will, O my God; 
  your law is / deep in my heart.’” 

10 I proclaimed righteousness in the great congre- /gation; * 
  behold, I did not restrain my lips; 
  and / that, O Lord, you know. 

11 Your righteousness have I not hidden in my heart; 
 I have spoken of your faithfulness and your de- / liverance; * 
  I have not concealed your love and faithfulness from the 

great / congregation. 

12 You are the Lord; 
 do not withhold your compassion / from me; * 
  let your love and your faithfulness keep me / safe for ever. 

The second lesson, 1 Corinthians 1:1-9, is now read 

Paul, called by the will of God to be an apostle of Christ Jesus, and 
our brother Sos΄thenes, To the church of God which is at Corinth, to 
those sanctified in Christ Jesus, called to be saints together with all 
those who in every place call on the name of our Lord Jesus Christ, 
both their Lord and ours: Grace to you and peace from God our 
Father and the Lord Jesus Christ. I give thanks to God always for you 
because of the grace of God which was given you in Christ Jesus, that 
in every way you were enriched in him with all speech and all 
knowledge – even as the testimony to Christ was confirmed among 
you –so that you are not lacking in any spiritual gift, as you wait for 
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the revealing of our Lord Jesus Christ; who will sustain you to the 
end, guiltless in the day of our Lord Jesus Christ. God is faithful, by 
whom you were called into the fellowship of his Son, Jesus Christ our 
Lord. 

The Reader concludes 

 The Word of the Lord. 
People Thanks be to God. 

At the Sequence 
All Stand. The Cantor intones the Alleluia and the people repeat it. The Cantor sings the 
versicle, after which the people sing the Alleluia. 

 

Cantor Behold the Lamb of God, * 
      behold him who takes away the sin of the world. 

The Holy Gospel 
The Celebrant proclaims the Gospel, first saying 

Minister   The Holy Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ  
according to John. 

People Glory to you, Lord Christ. 

The appointed Gospel, John 1:29-42, is now proclaimed. 

The day after John had baptized Jesus, John saw him coming toward 
him, and said, “Behold, the Lamb of God, who takes away the sin of 
the world! This is he of whom I said, ‘After me comes a man who 
ranks before me, for he was before me.’ I myself did not know him; 
but for this I came baptizing with water, that he might be revealed to 
Israel.” And John bore witness, “I saw the Spirit descend as a dove 
from heaven, and it remained on him. I myself did not know him; but 
he who sent me to baptize with water said to me, ‘He on whom you 
see the Spirit descend and remain, this is he who baptizes with the 
Holy Spirit.’ And I have seen and have borne witness that this is the 
Son of God.” The next day again John was standing with two of his 
disciples; and he looked at Jesus as he walked, and said, “Behold, the 
Lamb of God!” The two disciples heard him say this, and they 
followed Jesus. Jesus turned, and saw them following, and said to 
them, “What do you seek?” And they said to him, “Rabbi” (which 
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means Teacher), “where are you staying?” He said to them, “Come 
and see.” They came and saw where he was staying; and they stayed 
with him that day, for it was about the tenth hour. One of the two 
who heard John speak, and followed him, was Andrew, Simon Peter’s 
brother. He first found his brother Simon, and said to him, “We have 
found the Messiah” (which means Christ). He brought him to Jesus. 
Jesus looked at him, and said, “So you are Simon the son of John? 
You shall be called Cephas” (which means Peter). 

After the Gospel, the Minister says 

 The Gospel of the Lord. 
People  Praise to you, Lord Christ. 

The Sermon The Reverend John Talbert 

 
The Nicene Creed BCP p. 358 
The people stand as the Celebrant stands and all join in saying: 

We believe in one God, 
 the Father, the Almighty, 
 maker of heaven and earth, 
 of all that is, seen and unseen. 
We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ, 
 the only Son of God, 
 eternally begotten of the Father, 
 God from God, Light from Light, 
 true God from true God, 
 begotten, not made, 
 of one Being with the Father. 
 Through him all things were made. 
 For us and for our salvation 
  he came down from heaven: 
 by the power of the Holy Spirit 
  he became incarnate from the Virgin Mary, 
  and was made man. 
 For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate; 
  he suffered death and was buried. 
  On the third day he rose again 
   in accordance with the Scriptures; 
  he ascended into heaven 
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   and is seated at the right hand of the Father. 
 He will come again in glory to judge the living and the dead, 
  and his kingdom will have no end. 
We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life, 
 who proceeds from the Father and the Son. 
 With the Father and the Son he is worshiped and glorified. 
 He has spoken through the Prophets. 
 We believe in one holy catholic and apostolic Church. 
 We acknowledge one baptism for the forgiveness of sins. 
 We look for the resurrection of the dead, 
  and the life of the world to come. Amen. 

The Prayers of the People 
All remain standing. A minister bids the prayers of the assembly.  At the end of each petition 
the people say, “Hear our prayer.”  The Celebrant adds a concluding collect. 

The Confession of Sin BCP p. 360 
The Celebrant says 

Let us confess our sins against God and our neighbor. 

Silence is observed after which the Celebrant and People pray 

Most merciful God, 
 we confess that we have sinned against you 
 in thought, word and deed 
 by what we have done and by what we have left undone. 
We have not loved you with our whole heart; 
 we have not loved our neighbors as ourselves. 
We are truly sorry and we humbly repent. 
For the sake of your Son Jesus Christ, 
 have mercy on us and forgive us; 
 that we may delight in your will, 
 and walk in your ways, 
 to the glory of your Name.  Amen. 

The Celebrant prays 

Almighty God have mercy on you,  forgive you all your sins 
through our Lord Jesus Christ, strengthen you in all goodness, and by 
the power of the Holy Spirit keep you in eternal life. Amen. 

 

Commitment to Christian Service BCP p. 420 
All stand. The Celebrant says 

May the Holy Spirit guide and strengthen you, that in this, and in all 
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things, you may do God’s will in the service of the kingdom of his 
Christ. Amen. 

In the name of the congregation of St. John’s, I commend you to 
this work, and pledge to each other your prayers, encouragement, 
and support. 

Let us pray. 

Almighty God, look with favor upon these persons who have now 
reaffirmed their commitment to follow Christ and to serve in his 
name. Give them courage, patience, and vision; and strengthen 
them all in their Christian vocation of witness to the world, and of 
service to others; through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen. 

The Peace 
The Celebrant says 

 The Peace of the Lord be always with you. 
People And also with you. 

The Ministers and People greet one another in the name of the Lord. 

Welcome and Announcements 
The Congregation may be seated for the announcements.  

THE LITURGY OF THE EUCHARIST 

The Preparation of the Gifts 
The Congregation is seated for the Offertory.  

Offertory   
 Ave Verum Corpus 

Text: Medieval sequence 
Music: Edward Elgar (1857-1934) 

The Congregation stands and sings the Presentation Hymn while the ushers bring forward the 
people’s gifts of bread, wine, money and other gifts. 

Hymn 380  Old 100th 
 From all that dwell below the skies 

The Great Thanksgiving BCP p. 367 
The people remain standing. The Celebrant faces them and says 

Celebrant The Lord be with you. 
People  And also with you. 
Celebrant Lift up your hearts. 
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People  We lift them to the Lord. 
Celebrant Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 
People It is right to give him thanks and praise. 

 

Then, facing the Holy Table, the Celebrant proceeds 

It is right, and a good and joyful thing, always and everywhere to give 
thanks to you, Father Almighty, Creator of heaven and earth, because 
you gave Jesus Christ, your only Son, to be born for us; who, by the 
mighty power of the Holy Spirit, was made perfect Man of the flesh 
of the Virgin Mary his mother; so that we might be delivered from 
the bondage of sin, and receive power to become your children. 
Therefore we praise you, joining our voices with Angels and 
Archangels and with all the company of heaven, who for ever sing 
this hymn to proclaim the glory of your Name: 

 

The Congregation sings Sanctus et Benedictus.  

Hymn S128  Mathias 
 Holy, holy, holy Lord 
The people stand or kneel.  Then the Celebrant continues 

Holy and gracious Father: In your infinite love you made us for 
yourself; and, when we had fallen into sin and become subject to evil 
and death, you, in your mercy, sent Jesus Christ, your only and eternal 
Son, to share our human nature, to live and die as one of us, to 
reconcile us to you, the God and Father of all.  He stretched out his 
arms upon the cross, and offered himself in obedience to your will, a 
perfect sacrifice for the whole world. 
On the night he was handed over to suffering and death, our Lord 
Jesus Christ took bread; and when he had given thanks to you, he 
broke it, and gave it to his disciples, and said, “Take, eat: This is my 
Body, which is given for you. Do this for the remembrance of me.” 
After supper he took the cup of wine; and when he had given thanks, 
he gave it to them, and said, “Drink this, all of you: This is my Blood 
of the new Covenant, which is shed for you and for many for the 
forgiveness of sins.  Whenever you drink it, do this for the 
remembrance of me.” 
Therefore we proclaim the mystery of faith: 
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Celebrant and People 

Christ has died, 
Christ has risen, 
Christ will come again. 

The Celebrant continues 

We celebrate the memorial of our redemption, O Father, in this 
sacrifice of praise and thanksgiving. Recalling his death, resurrection, 
and ascension, we offer you these gifts.   
Sanctify them by your Holy Spirit to be for your people the Body and 
Blood of your Son, the holy food and drink of new and unending life 

in him.  Sanctify us also that we may faithfully receive this holy 
Sacrament, and serve you in unity, constancy, and peace; and at the 
last day bring us with all your saints into the joy of your eternal 
kingdom.  
All this we ask through your Son Jesus Christ. By him, and with him, 

and in him, in the  unity of the Holy Spirit all honor and glory is 
yours, Almighty Father, now and for ever. 

People       AMEN 
 

The Celebrant says 

And now, as our Savior Christ has taught us, we are bold to say 
 
All join in singing The Lord’s Prayer, Hymn S119 
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The Breaking of the Bread 
The Celebrant says 

 Alleluia. Christ our Passover is sacrificed for us. 
People Therefore, let us keep the feast. Alleluia.  

The Congregation sings Agnus Dei.  

Hymn S165  Mathias 
 Jesus, Lamb of God 
The Invitation 
The Celebrant invites the people to receive the Holy Communion. 

WE ARE ALL INVITED TO THE LORD’S TABLE 

IN THE EPISCOPAL CHURCH, all baptized persons are invited to receive the Holy 
Communion.  Persons who do not wish to receive Communion are also invited to come 
forward to receive a blessing. 

During the distribution of communion, the Congregation sings the Communion Hymn 

Hymn 321  Rockingham 
 My God, thy table now is spread 

Postcommunion Prayer BCP p. 366 
The Celebrant says to the People 

Let us pray. 

Celebrant and People 

Almighty and everliving God, 
we thank you for feeding us with the spiritual food 
of the most precious Body and Blood 
of your Son our Savior Jesus Christ; 
and for assuring us in these holy mysteries 
that we are living members of the Body of your Son, 
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and heirs of your eternal kingdom. 
And now, Father, send us out 
to do the work you have given us to do, 
to love and serve you 
as faithful witnesses of Christ our Lord. 
To him, to you, and to the Holy Spirit, 
be honor and glory, now and for ever. Amen. 

The Blessing 
The Celebrant blesses the People. The People respond 

 Amen. 
The Congregation stands and sings the retiring processional hymn 

Hymn 489  Tallis’ Ordinal 
 The great Creator of the worlds 

The Dismissal 
The Celebrant dismisses the saying 

Minister   Let us go forth in the name of Christ. Alleluia, Alleluia. 

People Thanks be to God. Alleluia, Alleluia. 
 
Postlude   
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THIS WEEK AT SAINT JOHN’S: 

 
Today 10:00 AM Morning Prayer: Second Sunday of Epiphany 
 11:15 AM Fellowship Time in the Great Hall 
Wednesday 6:00PM Choir Rehearsal 
Sunday 10:00AM Holy Eucharist: Third Sunday of Epiphany 
 11:15AM Fellowship Time in the Great Hall 
 

 
The church office is staffed on Tuesday’s from 9:00 AM until 2:00 PM. Outside 
of office hours or in an emergency, please call Fr. John at 205-354-3699. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
SERVING IN TODAY’S LITURGY: 
Celebrant ............................................................................ Fr. John Talbert 
First Lesson Lector................................................................ Janet Buckley 
Second Lesson Lector .......................................................... Geri Moulton 
Intercessor ............................................................................ Mary Sheffield 
Eucharistic Ministers ......................... Connie McLean & Mary Sheffield 
Altar Guild .................................................................................. Cindy Gass 
Vestry Teller .............................................. Jan Joseph & Connie McLean 
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PLEASE REMEMBER IN YOUR PRAYERS: 

Our sisters and brothers in Christ: Lisa Chestang, Kathe Gieseler, Mike 
Barbour, Fran Barbour, David Rich, Mary Jones, Irene Yeager, 
Carolyn Pearce, Ashley Garris, Jerry Fulford, James Christiansen, 
Audrey Garner, Joyce Lee, Jayson Chestang, Budd McLean. 

 

Our sister that cannot be with us: Mary Catherine Warren. 
 

Our family and friends:  Donna Latham, Sheila Cassity Granger, 
Mallory Stoker, Elizabeth Cruz, Barbara Bonner, Nancy Jones, Betty 
Boudreaux, Evi Valera, David Brunner, Mary Horner, Darrell 
Thaxton, Susan Hansen, Karl Gieseler, Keith Matthews, 
Randy Dunn, Sharon Lee Nolan, Peggy Sheffield, Helen Guthrie, 
Eddie Hun, Katelynn Tillman, Karen Twilley, Nancy Payne, 
Donna Pigg, Tiffany Matthews, Betty Williams, 
Latecia Cushion Knight, Bonnie Jernigan, Britney Butler, 
Neal Tourné, Sandy Michel, Paul Nelson. 

 
Our sisters and brothers serving in the Armed Forces: 

Nicholas Boykin, Joshua Maddox, Ryan Hurt, Jacob Hester-Heard, 
Marcus Rich, Ross Hussmann, Ellis Garner, Eric Mattoon. 

 

 
 
 
 
 

 

RECENT ATTENDANCE: 
22 Sunday, January 8, Epiphany I 
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SAINT JOHN’S EPISCOPAL CHURCH 
1707 GOVERNMENT STREET  MOBILE, ALABAMA 36604 
www.stjohnsmobile.org office@stjohnsmobile.org 
Telephone 251.479.5474 FAX 251.473.1230 
 
 

 
 
 

THE PARISH STAFF 

 
The Reverend John Talbert, priest-in-charge 

frjohn@stjohnsmobile.org 
 

Mr. Louis F. Daniel, organist & choir director 
music@stjohnsmobile.org 

 

Ms. Lella Lowe, financial secretary 

finance@stjohnsmobile.org 
 

Dr. Nikki Shaw, office volunteer 

office@stjohnsmobile.org 
 
 

 
 
 

THE VESTRY AND WARDENS 

Ms. Connie Anderson, Ms. Janet Buckley, clerk, 
Ms. Cindy Gass, treasurer, Mr. Eugene Johnston, junior warden  

Ms. Jan Joseph, Ms. Connie McLean, Ms. Nikki Shaw, senior warden;  
Ms. Mary Sheffield, Ms. Charlynn Will. 
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