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Sixth Sunday after the Epiphany 
 

HOLY EUCHARIST 
 
 
 

FEBRUARY 12, 2023, 10:00 AM 
TEN O’CLOCK IN THE MORNING 
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SAINT JOHN’S CHURCH, MOBILE 
 

Welcome to Saint John’s.  Since its founding in 1853, Saint John’s has 
been an Episcopal parish church in the heart of Mobile.  From our 
beginning, worship has been central to our common life.  Originally 
located ten streets West of Christ Church, Saint John’s moved to its 
current location in 1956, to what was then nearly at the city limits.  If you 
are interested in learning more about Saint John’s or becoming a member 
of our parish community, please speak with one of the clergy or call the 
parish office at (251) 479-5474.  Saint John’s can be found on the Internet 
at www.stjohnsmobile.org. 

About the Mass 
This period in the Church year is known as the “Season after 
Epiphany” or “Ordinary Time.”  The term “ordinary” refers to how 
the New Testament passages are generally read in order or in sequence, 
as opposed to being arranged by specific theme as in other seasons.  
During this season the Gospel passages focus on the beginning of 
Jesus’ ministry and how he is revealed to the world as the Christ.  In 
Year A (the first in a three year cycle: A, B & C) most of the Gospel 
passages are from the Gospel according to Matthew.  The Old 
Testament Lesson and the Psalm are chosen because they relate to the 
words and message of Jesus.  The New Testament Lesson is 
independent of these readings and is almost always taken from one of 
the Letters in the New Testament that reflects the common life and 
mission of the first Christian community. 

 

THE FLOWERS ON THE ALTAR ARE GIVEN 
by Audrey Garner and her family 

to the Glory of God 
and in memory of 

Danielle Renee Garner 
 

 
 
 



3 

Prelude   

THE ENTRANCE RITE 

Entrance Song 
All stand as the organ begins the introduction to the entrance hymn. The Congregation sings the 
hymn as the choir and ministers of the assembly move to the chancel. 

Hymn 635  Wer nur den lieben Gott 
 If thou but trust in God to guide thee 

Opening Acclamation 
Celebrant      Blessed be God: Father, Son and Holy Spirit. 
People  And blessed be his kingdom; now and forever. Amen. 

Celebrant 
Almighty God, to you all hearts are open, all desires known, and from 
you no secrets are hid; Cleanse the thoughts of our hearts by the 
inspiration of your Holy Spirit, that we may perfectly love you, and 
worthily magnify your holy Name; through Christ our Lord. Amen. 

The Song of Praise 
The Congregation sings Gloria in excelsis Deo. The setting is by William Mathias 

Hymn S278  Mathias 
 Glory to God 

The people remain standing for the Collect of the Day. 

The Collect of the Day BCP p. 214 
The Celebrant says 

 The Lord be with you. 
People And also with you.  

Celebrant Let us pray. 

O God, the strength of all who put their trust in you: Mercifully 
accept our prayers; and because in our weakness we can do nothing 
good without you, give us the help of your grace, that in keeping your 
commandments we may please you both in will and deed; through 
Jesus Christ our Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy 
Spirit, one God, for ever and ever. 

Amen. 
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THE LITURGY OF THE WORD 

The Lessons 
The People may be seated. The first Lesson, Deuteronomy 30:15-20, is now read 

Moses said to all Israel the words which the LORD had commanded 
him, “See, I have set before you this day life and good, death and evil. 16 
If you obey the commandments of the LORD your God which I 
command you this day, by loving the LORD your God, by walking in 
his ways, and by keeping his commandments and his statutes and his 
ordinances, then you shall live and multiply, and the LORD your God 
will bless you in the land which you are entering to take possession of 
it. 17 But if your heart turns away, and you will not hear, but are drawn 
away to worship other gods and serve them, 18 I declare to you this day, 
that you shall perish; you shall not live long in the land which you are 
going over the Jordan to enter and possess. 19 I call heaven and earth to 
witness against you this day, that I have set before you life and death, 
blessing and curse; therefore choose life, that you and your descendants 
may live, 20 loving the LORD your God, obeying his voice, and cleaving 
to him; for that means life to you and length of days, that you may 
dwell in the land which the LORD swore to your fathers, to Abraham, 
to Isaac, and to Jacob, to give them.” 

The Reader concludes 

 The Word of the Lord. 
People Thanks be to God. 

The Congregation sings Psalm 119, verses 1 through 8. BCP p. 763 

 
1 Happy are they whose way is blameless, * 
  who walk in the law of the LORD! 
2 Happy are they who observe his decrees * 
  and seek him with all their hearts! 

3 Who never do any wrong, * 
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  but always walk in his ways. 
4 You laid down your commandments, * 
  that we should fully keep them. 

5 Oh, that my ways were made so direct * 
  that I might keep your statutes! 
6 Then I should not be put to shame, * 
  when I regard all your commandments. 

7 I will thank you with an unfeigned heart, * 
  when I have learned your righteous judgments. 
8 I will keep your statutes; * 
  Do not utterly forsake me. 

The second lesson, 1 Corinthians 3:1-9, is now read 

But I, brethren, could not address you as spiritual men, but as men of 
the flesh, as babes in Christ. 2 I fed you with milk, not solid food; for 
you were not ready for it; and even yet you are not ready, 3 for you are 
still of the flesh. For while there is jealousy and strife among you, are 
you not of the flesh, and behaving like ordinary men? 4 For when one 
says, “I belong to Paul,” and another, “I belong to Apollos,” are you 
not merely men? 5 What then is Apollos? What is Paul? Servants 
through whom you believed, as the Lord assigned to each. 6 I planted, 
Apollos watered, but God gave the growth. 7 So neither he who plants 
nor he who waters is anything, but only God who gives the growth. 8 
He who plants and he who waters are equal, and each shall receive his 
wages according to his labor. 9 For we are God’s fellow workers; you 
are God’s field, God’s building. 

The Reader concludes 

 The Word of the Lord. 
People Thanks be to God. 

At the Sequence 
All Stand. The Cantor intones the Alleluia and the people repeat it. The Cantor sings the 
versicle, after which the people sing the Alleluia. 

 

Cantor The Lord is faithful in all his works; * 
and merciful in all his deeds. 
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The Holy Gospel 
The Celebrant proclaims the Gospel, first saying 

Minister   The Holy Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ  
according to Matthew. 

People Glory to you, Lord Christ. 

The appointed Gospel, Matthew 5:21-37, is now proclaimed. 

Jesus said, “You have heard that it was said to the men of old, ‘You 
shall not kill; and whoever kills shall be liable to judgment.’ 22 But I say 
to you that every one who is angry with his brother shall be liable to 
judgment; whoever insults his brother shall be liable to the council, 
and whoever says, ‘You fool!’ shall be liable to the hell of fire. 23 So if 
you are offering your gift at the altar, and there remember that your 
brother has something against you, 24 leave your gift there before the 
altar and go; first be reconciled to your brother, and then come and 
offer your gift. 25 Make friends quickly with your accuser, while you 
are going with him to court, lest your accuser hand you over to the 
judge, and the judge to the guard, and you be put in prison; 26 truly, I 
say to you, you will never get out till you have paid the last penny. 27 
You have heard that it was said, ‘You shall not commit adultery.’ 28 
But I say to you that every one who looks at a woman lustfully has 
already committed adultery with her in his heart. 29 If your right eye 
causes you to sin, pluck it out and throw it away; it is better that you 
lose one of your members than that your whole body be thrown into 
hell. 30 And if your right hand causes you to sin, cut it off and throw it 
away; it is better that you lose one of your members than that your 
whole body go into hell. 31 It was also said, ‘Whoever divorces his 
wife, let him give her a certificate of divorce.’ 32 But I say to you that 
every one who divorces his wife, except on the ground of unchastity, 
makes her an adulteress; and whoever marries a divorced woman 
commits adultery. 33 Again you have heard that it was said to the men 
of old, ‘You shall not swear falsely, but shall perform to the Lord 
what you have sworn.’ 34 But I say to you, Do not swear at all, either 
by heaven, for it is the throne of God, 35 or by the earth, for it is his 
footstool, or by Jerusalem, for it is the city of the great King. 36 And 
do not swear by your head, for you cannot make one hair white or 
black. 37 Let what you say be simply ‘Yes’ or ‘No’; anything more than 
this comes from evil.” 
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After the Gospel, the Minister says 

 The Gospel of the Lord. 
People  Praise to you, Lord Christ. 

The Sermon The Reverend John Talbert 

 
The Nicene Creed BCP p. 358 
The people stand as the Celebrant stands and all join in saying: 

We believe in one God, 
 the Father, the Almighty, 
 maker of heaven and earth, 
 of all that is, seen and unseen. 
We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ, 
 the only Son of God, 
 eternally begotten of the Father, 
 God from God, Light from Light, 
 true God from true God, 
 begotten, not made, 
 of one Being with the Father. 
 Through him all things were made. 
 For us and for our salvation 
  he came down from heaven: 
 by the power of the Holy Spirit 
  he became incarnate from the Virgin Mary, 
  and was made man. 
 For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate; 
  he suffered death and was buried. 
  On the third day he rose again 
   in accordance with the Scriptures; 
  he ascended into heaven 
   and is seated at the right hand of the Father. 
 He will come again in glory to judge the living and the dead, 
  and his kingdom will have no end. 
We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life, 
 who proceeds from the Father and the Son. 
 With the Father and the Son he is worshiped and glorified. 
 He has spoken through the Prophets. 
 We believe in one holy catholic and apostolic Church. 
 We acknowledge one baptism for the forgiveness of sins. 
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 We look for the resurrection of the dead, 
  and the life of the world to come. Amen. 

The Prayers of the People 
All remain standing. A minister bids the prayers of the assembly.  At the end of each petition 
the people say, “Hear our prayer.”  The Celebrant adds a concluding collect. 

The Confession of Sin BCP p. 360 
The Celebrant says 

Let us confess our sins against God and our neighbor. 

Silence is observed after which the Celebrant and People pray 

Most merciful God, 
 we confess that we have sinned against you 
 in thought, word and deed 
 by what we have done and by what we have left undone. 
We have not loved you with our whole heart; 
 we have not loved our neighbors as ourselves. 
We are truly sorry and we humbly repent. 
For the sake of your Son Jesus Christ, 
 have mercy on us and forgive us; 
 that we may delight in your will, 
 and walk in your ways, 
 to the glory of your Name.  Amen. 

The Celebrant prays 

Almighty God have mercy on you,  forgive you all your sins 
through our Lord Jesus Christ, strengthen you in all goodness, and by 
the power of the Holy Spirit keep you in eternal life. Amen. 

 

The Peace 
The Celebrant says 

 The Peace of the Lord be always with you. 
People And also with you. 

The Ministers and People greet one another in the name of the Lord. 

Welcome and Announcements 
The Congregation may be seated for the announcements.  
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THE LITURGY OF THE EUCHARIST 

The Preparation of the Gifts 
The Congregation is seated for the Offertory.  

Offertory   
 God’s Peace 

Text: Marva Dawn 
Music: C.J. Adams 

The Congregation stands and sings the Presentation Hymn while the ushers bring forward the 
people’s gifts of bread, wine, money and other gifts. 

Hymn 705  Forest Green 
 As those of old their first fruits brought 

The Great Thanksgiving BCP p. 367 
The people remain standing. The Celebrant faces them and says 

Celebrant The Lord be with you. 
People  And also with you. 
Celebrant Lift up your hearts. 
People  We lift them to the Lord. 
Celebrant Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 
People It is right to give him thanks and praise. 

Then, facing the Holy Table, the Celebrant proceeds 

It is right, and a good and joyful thing, always and everywhere to give 
thanks to you, Father Almighty, Creator of heaven and earth, because 
you gave Jesus Christ, your only Son, to be born for us; who, by the 
mighty power of the Holy Spirit, was made perfect Man of the flesh 
of the Virgin Mary his mother; so that we might be delivered from 
the bondage of sin, and receive power to become your children. 
Therefore we praise you, joining our voices with Angels and 
Archangels and with all the company of heaven, who for ever sing 
this hymn to proclaim the glory of your Name: 

The Congregation sings Sanctus et Benedictus.  

Hymn S128  Mathias 
 Holy, holy, holy Lord 

The people stand or kneel.  Then the Celebrant continues 

Holy and gracious Father: In your infinite love you made us for 
yourself; and, when we had fallen into sin and become subject to evil 
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and death, you, in your mercy, sent Jesus Christ, your only and eternal 
Son, to share our human nature, to live and die as one of us, to 
reconcile us to you, the God and Father of all.  He stretched out his 
arms upon the cross, and offered himself in obedience to your will, a 
perfect sacrifice for the whole world. 
On the night he was handed over to suffering and death, our Lord 
Jesus Christ took bread; and when he had given thanks to you, he 
broke it, and gave it to his disciples, and said, “Take, eat: This is my 
Body, which is given for you. Do this for the remembrance of me.” 
After supper he took the cup of wine; and when he had given thanks, 
he gave it to them, and said, “Drink this, all of you: This is my Blood 
of the new Covenant, which is shed for you and for many for the 
forgiveness of sins.  Whenever you drink it, do this for the 
remembrance of me.” 
Therefore we proclaim the mystery of faith: 
 

Celebrant and People 

Christ has died, 
Christ has risen, 
Christ will come again. 

The Celebrant continues 

We celebrate the memorial of our redemption, O Father, in this 
sacrifice of praise and thanksgiving. Recalling his death, resurrection, 
and ascension, we offer you these gifts.   
Sanctify them by your Holy Spirit to be for your people the Body and 
Blood of your Son, the holy food and drink of new and unending life 

in him.  Sanctify us also that we may faithfully receive this holy 
Sacrament, and serve you in unity, constancy, and peace; and at the 
last day bring us with all your saints into the joy of your eternal 
kingdom.  
All this we ask through your Son Jesus Christ. By him, and with him, 

and in him, in the  unity of the Holy Spirit all honor and glory is 
yours, Almighty Father, now and for ever. 

People       AMEN 
 

The Celebrant says 

And now, as our Savior Christ has taught us, we are bold to say 
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All join in singing The Lord’s Prayer, Hymn S119 
 

 

 

The Breaking of the Bread 
The Celebrant says 

 Alleluia. Christ our Passover is sacrificed for us. 
People Therefore, let us keep the feast. Alleluia.  

The Congregation sings Agnus Dei.  

Hymn S165  Mathias 
 Jesus, Lamb of God 
The Invitation 
The Celebrant invites the people to receive the Holy Communion. 

WE ARE ALL INVITED TO THE LORD’S TABLE 

IN THE EPISCOPAL CHURCH, all baptized persons are invited to receive the Holy 
Communion.  Persons who do not wish to receive Communion are also invited to come 
forward to receive a blessing. 
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During the distribution of communion, the Congregation sings the Communion Hymn 

Hymn 315  Song I 
 Thou, who at the first Eucharist didst pray 

Postcommunion Prayer BCP p. 366 
The Celebrant says to the People 

Let us pray. 

Celebrant and People 

Almighty and everliving God, 
we thank you for feeding us with the spiritual food 
of the most precious Body and Blood 
of your Son our Savior Jesus Christ; 
and for assuring us in these holy mysteries 
that we are living members of the Body of your Son, 
and heirs of your eternal kingdom. 
And now, Father, send us out 
to do the work you have given us to do, 
to love and serve you 
as faithful witnesses of Christ our Lord. 
To him, to you, and to the Holy Spirit, 
be honor and glory, now and for ever. Amen. 

The Blessing 
The Celebrant blesses the People. The People respond 

 Amen. 
The Congregation stands and sings the retiring processional hymn 

Hymn 660  Maryton 
 O Master, let me walk with thee 

The Dismissal 
The Celebrant dismisses the saying 

Minister   Let us go forth in the name of Christ. Alleluia, Alleluia. 

People Thanks be to God. Alleluia, Alleluia. 
 
Postlude   
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THIS WEEK AT SAINT JOHN’S: 

 
Today 10:00 AM Holy Eucharist: Sixth Sunday of Epiphany 
 11:15 AM Fellowship Time in the Great Hall 
Wednesday 6:00PM Choir Rehearsal 
Sunday 10:00AM Holy Communion: Feast of the 

Transfiguration 
 11:15AM Fellowship Time in the Great Hall 
 

 
The church office is staffed on Tuesday’s from 9:00 AM until 2:00 PM. Outside 
of office hours or in an emergency, please call Fr. John at 205-354-3699. 
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SERVING IN TODAY’S LITURGY: 
Celebrant ............................................................................ Fr. John Talbert 
First Lesson Lector................................................................ Janet Buckley 
Second Lesson Lector ................................................................ Paula Ross 
Intercessor ............................................................................ Mary Sheffield 
Eucharistic Ministers ................................. Lee Dorsey & Br. Jacob Luke 
Altar Guild .................................................................................. Cindy Gass 
Vestry Teller .............................................. Jan Joseph & Connie McLean 
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PLEASE REMEMBER IN YOUR PRAYERS: 

Our sisters and brothers in Christ: Bootsie Cieutat, Marie Brown, Bob 
Anderson, Neva Bache, Kathe Gieseler, Mike Barbour, Fran 
Barbour, Irene Yeager, Carolyn Pearce, Ashley Garris, 
Jerry Fulford, James Christiansen, Audrey Garner, Joyce Lee, 
Jayson Chestang, Budd McLean. 

 

Our sister that cannot be with us: Mary Catherine Warren. 
 

Our family and friends:  Lenora Cadden, Donna Latham, Sheila Cassity 
Granger, Barbara Bonner, Evina Valera, David Brunner, Mary 
Horner, Darrell Thaxton, Susan Hansen, Karl Gieseler, 
Keith Matthews, Randy Dunn, Sharon Lee Nolan, Peggy Sheffield, 
Helen Guthrie, Eddie Hun, Katelynn Tillman, Karen Twilley, 
Nancy Payne, Donna Pigg, Tiffany Matthews, Betty Williams, 
Latecia Cushion Knight, Bonnie Jernigan, Britney Butler, 
Neal Tourné, Sandy Michel, Paul Nelson, John Switzer (priest). 

 

Our sisters and brothers serving in the Armed Forces: 
Nicholas Boykin, Joshua Maddox, Ryan Hurt, Jacob Hester-Heard, 
Marcus Rich, Ross Hussmann, Ellis Garner, Eric Mattoon. 

 

 
 
 
 
 

 

RECENT ATTENDANCE: 
27 Sunday, February 5, Epiphany 5 
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SAINT JOHN’S EPISCOPAL CHURCH 
1707 GOVERNMENT STREET  MOBILE, ALABAMA 36604 
www.stjohnsmobile.org office@stjohnsmobile.org 
Telephone 251.479.5474 FAX 251.473.1230 
 
 

 
 
 

THE PARISH STAFF 

 
The Reverend John Talbert, priest-in-charge 

frjohn@stjohnsmobile.org 
 

Mr. Louis F. Daniel, organist & choir director 
music@stjohnsmobile.org 

 

Ms. Lella Lowe, financial secretary 

finance@stjohnsmobile.org 
 

Dr. Nikki Shaw, office volunteer 

office@stjohnsmobile.org 
 
 

 
 
 

THE VESTRY AND WARDENS 

Ms. Connie Anderson, Ms. Janet Buckley, clerk, 
Ms. Cindy Gass, treasurer, Mr. Eugene Johnston, junior warden  

Ms. Jan Joseph, Ms. Connie McLean, Ms. Nikki Shaw, senior warden;  
Ms. Mary Sheffield, Ms. Charlynn Will. 
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