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Saint John’s Church, Mobile 
 

Welcome to Saint John’s.  Since its founding in 1853 Saint John’s has 
been an Episcopal parish church in the heart of Mobile.  From our 
beginning worship has been central to our common life.  Originally 
located ten streets West of Christ Church, Saint John’s moved to its 
current location in 1956, to what was then nearly at the city limits.  If 
you are interested in learning more about Saint John’s or becoming a 
member of our parish community, please speak with one of the clergy 
or call the parish office at (251) 479-5474.  Saint John’s can be found on 
the Internet at www.stjohnsmobile.org. 

About the Mass 
Lent is the season when the Church prepares to celebrate Holy Baptism 
at the Easter Triduum, the Great Three Days.  During Lent the Church 
invites her members to participate in the works of the Spirit that will 
help bring to faith those who are preparing to die and to rise in Christ.  
For those who are already baptized, prayer, penance and active works of 
mercy are the ordinary means by which the Christian community helps 
its members prepare for the Triduum.   

Except on the Fourth Sunday in Lent (when rose vestments are worn), 
the altar flowers are simplified and the organ is played only to support 
singing.  The ordinary weekdays of Lent are observed by special acts of 
discipline and self-denial in commemoration of the crucifixion of the 
Lord.  In addition, the ordinary Fridays of Lent are days of abstinence 
from flesh meats.  Ash Wednesday and Good Friday are days of strict 
fasting and abstinence.   

 
 
 
 
 

 

THE FLOWERS ON THE ALTAR 

Are given by Janet Buckley 
to the glory of God 
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THE HOLY EUCHARIST, RITE I 
 
Entrance Song 
All stand as the organ begins the introduction to the entrance hymn. The Congregation sings 
the hymn as the choir and ministers of the assembly move to the chancel. 

Hymn 610  Blaenhafren 
 Lord, whose love through humble service 

   
Opening Acclamation BCP p. 323 
 
The people remain standing as the Celebrant says 

 

 Bless the Lord who forgiveth all our sins. 
People His mercy endureth for ever.  
 
The Celebrant continues 

Almighty God, unto whom all hearts are open, all desires known, 
and from whom no secrets are hid: Cleanse the thoughts of our 
hearts by the inspiration of thy Holy Spirit, that we may perfectly 
love thee, and worthily magnify thy holy Name; through Christ our 
Lord. Amen. 
 
Hear what our Lord Jesus Christ saith: 
Thou shalt love the Lord thy God with all thy heart, and with all thy 
soul, and with all thy mind. This is the first and great 
commandment. And the second is like unto it: Thou shalt love thy 
neighbor as thyself. On these two commandments hang all the Law 
and the Prophets. 

 
The Celebrant and people sing S102 

Trisagion 
Holy God, Holy and Mighty, Holy Immortal One, Have mercy upon us. 
Holy God, Holy and Mighty, Holy Immortal One, Have mercy upon us. 
Holy God, Holy and Mighty, Holy Immortal One, Have mercy upon us. 

 
The people remain standing for the Collect of the Day. 
 

The Collect of the Day BCP p. 325 
Celebrant The Lord be with you. 
People And with thy spirit. 
Celebrant Let us pray. 
 

 



 

 

Almighty God, you alone can bring into order the unruly wills and 
affections of sinners: Grant your people grace to love what you 
command and desire what you promise; that, among the swift and 
varied changes of the world, our hearts may surely there be fixed 
where true joys are to be found; through Jesus Christ our Lord, who 
lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and for 
ever. 
Amen. 

 

THE LITURGY OF THE WORD 

The Lessons 
The People are seated. The first Lesson, Ezekiel 37:1-14, is now read 

The hand of the LORD came upon me, and he brought me out by 
the spirit of the LORD and set me down in the middle of a valley; 
it was full of bones. He led me all around them; there were very 
many lying in the valley, and they were very dry. He said to me, 
“Mortal, can these bones live?” I answered, “O Lord GOD, you 
know.” Then he said to me, “Prophesy to these bones, and say to 
them: O dry bones, hear the word of the Lord. Thus says the 
Lord GOD to these bones: I will cause breath to enter you, and 
you shall live. I will lay sinews on you, and will cause flesh to 
come upon you, and cover you with skin, and put breath in you, 
and you shall live; and you shall know that I am the LORD.” 

So I prophesied as I had been commanded; and as I prophesied, 
suddenly there was a noise, a rattling, and the bones came 
together, bone to its bone. I looked, and there were sinews on 
them, and flesh had come upon them, and skin had covered them; 
but there was no breath in them. Then he said to me, “Prophesy 
to the breath, prophesy, mortal, and say to the breath: Thus says 
the Lord GOD: Come from the four winds, O breath, and breathe 
upon these slain, that they may live.” I prophesied as he 
commanded me, and the breath came into them, and they lived, 
and stood on their feet, a vast multitude. 

Then he said to me, “Mortal, these bones are the whole house of 
Israel. They say, ‘Our bones are dried up, and our hope is lost; we 
are cut off completely.’ Therefore prophesy, and say to them, 
Thus says the Lord GOD: I am going to open your graves, and 
bring you up from your graves, O my people; and I will bring you 
back to the land of Israel. And you shall know that I am 



 

 

the LORD, when I open your graves, and bring you up from your 
graves, O my people. I will put my spirit within you, and you shall 
live, and I will place you on your own soil; then you shall know 
that I, the LORD, have spoken and will act,” says the LORD. 

The Reader concludes 

 The Word of the Lord. 
People Thanks be to God. 
 

 
The Congregation prays Psalm 130, BCP p. 784 

1 Out of the depths have I called to you, O LORD; 
 LORD, hear my voice; * 
  let your ears consider well the voice of my 

supplication. 
2 If you, LORD, were to note what is done amiss, * 
  O Lord, who could stand? 
3 For there is forgiveness with you; * 
  therefore you shall be feared. 
4 I wait for the LORD; my soul waits for him; * 
  in his word is my hope. 
5 My soul waits for the LORD, 
 more than watchmen for the morning, * 
  more than watchmen for the morning. 
6 O Israel, wait for the LORD, * 
  for with the LORD there is mercy; 
7 With him there is plenteous redemption, * 
  and he shall redeem Israel from all their sins. 

 
The second lesson Romans 8:6-11, is now read 

To set the mind on the flesh is death, but to set the mind on the 
Spirit is life and peace. For this reason the mind that is set on the 
flesh is hostile to God; it does not submit to God's law-- indeed it 
cannot, and those who are in the flesh cannot please God. 



 

 

But you are not in the flesh; you are in the Spirit, since the Spirit 
of God dwells in you. Anyone who does not have the Spirit of 
Christ does not belong to him. But if Christ is in you, though the 
body is dead because of sin, the Spirit is life because of 
righteousness. If the Spirit of him who raised Jesus from the dead 
dwells in you, he who raised Christ from the dead will give life to 
your mortal bodies also through his Spirit that dwells in you. 

The Reader concludes 

 The Word of the Lord. 
People Thanks be to God. 
 

Hymn 148     Creator of the earth and skies Effingham 
All Stand and sing as the Gospel procession moves to the center of the nave. 

 

The Holy Gospel 
 

The Minister proclaims the Gospel, first saying 
 

Minister   The Holy Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ  
according to John. 

People       Glory be to thee, O Lord. 
 
The appointed Gospel, John 11:1-45, is now proclaimed. 

Now a certain man was ill, Lazarus of Bethany, the village of Mary 
and her sister Martha. Mary was the one who anointed the Lord 
with perfume and wiped his feet with her hair; her brother 
Lazarus was ill. So the sisters sent a message to Jesus, “Lord, he 
whom you love is ill.” But when Jesus heard it, he said, “This 



 

 

illness does not lead to death; rather it is for God’s glory, so that 
the Son of God may be glorified through it.” Accordingly, though 
Jesus loved Martha and her sister and Lazarus, after having heard 
that Lazarus was ill, he stayed two days longer in the place where 
he was. 

Then after this he said to the disciples, “Let us go to Judea again.” 
The disciples said to him, “Rabbi, the Jews were just now trying to 
stone you, and are you going there again?” Jesus answered, “Are 
there not twelve hours of daylight? Those who walk during the 
day do not stumble, because they see the light of this world. But 
those who walk at night stumble, because the light is not in them.” 
After saying this, he told them, “Our friend Lazarus has fallen 
asleep, but I am going there to awaken him.” The disciples said to 
him, “Lord, if he has fallen asleep, he will be all right.” Jesus, 
however, had been speaking about his death, but they thought that 
he was referring merely to sleep. Then Jesus told them plainly, 
“Lazarus is dead. For your sake I am glad I was not there, so that 
you may believe. But let us go to him.” Thomas, who was called 
the Twin, said to his fellow disciples, “Let us also go, that we may 
die with him.” 

When Jesus arrived, he found that Lazarus had already been in the 
tomb four days. Now Bethany was near Jerusalem, some two 
miles away, and many of the Jews had come to Martha and Mary 
to console them about their brother. When Martha heard that 
Jesus was coming, she went and met him, while Mary stayed at 
home. Martha said to Jesus, “Lord, if you had been here, my 
brother would not have died. But even now I know that God will 
give you whatever you ask of him.” Jesus said to her, “Your 
brother will rise again.” Martha said to him, “I know that he will 
rise again in the resurrection on the last day.” Jesus said to her, “I 
am the resurrection and the life. Those who believe in me, even 
though they die, will live, and everyone who lives and believes in 
me will never die. Do you believe this?” She said to him, “Yes, 
Lord, I believe that you are the Messiah, the Son of God, the one 
coming into the world.” 

When she had said this, she went back and called her sister Mary, 
and told her privately, “The Teacher is here and is calling for 
you.” And when she heard it, she got up quickly and went to him. 
Now Jesus had not yet come to the village, but was still at the 



 

 

place where Martha had met him. The Jews who were with her in 
the house, consoling her, saw Mary get up quickly and go out. 
They followed her because they thought that she was going to the 
tomb to weep there. When Mary came where Jesus was and saw 
him, she knelt at his feet and said to him, “Lord, if you had been 
here, my brother would not have died.” When Jesus saw her 
weeping, and the Jews who came with her also weeping, he was 
greatly disturbed in spirit and deeply moved. He said, “Where 
have you laid him?” They said to him, “Lord, come and see.” 
Jesus began to weep. So the Jews said, “See how he loved him!” 
But some of them said, “Could not he who opened the eyes of the 
blind man have kept this man from dying?” 

Then Jesus, again greatly disturbed, came to the tomb. It was a 
cave, and a stone was lying against it. Jesus said, “Take away the 
stone.” Martha, the sister of the dead man, said to him, “Lord, 
already there is a stench because he has been dead four days.” 
Jesus said to her, “Did I not tell you that if you believed, you 
would see the glory of God?” So they took away the stone. And 
Jesus looked upward and said, “Father, I thank you for having 
heard me. I knew that you always hear me, but I have said this for 
the sake of the crowd standing here, so that they may believe that 
you sent me.” When he had said this, he cried with a loud voice, 
“Lazarus, come out!” The dead man came out, his hands and feet 
bound with strips of cloth, and his face wrapped in a cloth. Jesus 
said to them, “Unbind him, and let him go.” 

Many of the Jews therefore, who had come with Mary and had 
seen what Jesus did, believed in him. 

After the Gospel, the Minister says 

Minister   The Gospel of the Lord. 
People       Praise be to thee, O Christ. 
 

The Sermon The Reverend John Talbert 
 
The Nicene Creed BCP p. 326 
The Celebrant and people stand and join in saying: 
 

We believe in one God, 
 the Father, the Almighty, 
 maker of heaven and earth, 
 of all that is, seen and unseen. 



 

 

We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ, 
 the only Son of God, 
 eternally begotten of the Father, 
 God from God, Light from Light, 
 true God from true God, 
 begotten, not made, 
 of one Being with the Father. 
 Through him all things were made. 
 For us and for our salvation 
  he came down from heaven: 
 by the power of the Holy Spirit 
  he became incarnate from the Virgin Mary, 
  and was made man. 
 For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate; 
  he suffered death and was buried. 
  On the third day he rose again 
   in accordance with the Scriptures; 
  he ascended into heaven 
   and is seated at the right hand of the Father. 
 He will come again in glory to judge the living and the dead, 
  and his kingdom will have no end. 
We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life, 
 who proceeds from the Father and the Son. 
 With the Father and the Son he is worshiped and glorified. 
 He has spoken through the Prophets. 
 We believe in one holy catholic and apostolic Church. 
 We acknowledge one baptism for the forgiveness of sins. 
 We look for the resurrection of the dead, 
  and the life of the world to come. Amen. 

 

The Prayers of the People BCP p. 328 
The people may stand or kneel. A minister bids the prayers of the assembly. 

 
The Confession of Sin BCP p.330 
The Celebrant says 

Let us humbly confess our sins unto Almighty God. 
The people say: 

Most merciful God, we confess that we have sinned against thee, 
in thought, word, and deed, by what we have done, and by what 
we have left undone. We have not loved thee with our whole 
heart; we have not loved our neighbors as ourselves. We are truly 



 

 

sorry and we humbly repent. For the sake of thy Son Jesus Christ, 
have mercy on us and forgive us; that we may delight in thy will, 
and walk in thy ways, to the glory of thy Name. Amen. 

 
 
 
The Peace BCP p. 332 
The Celebrant says 

 

 The peace of the Lord be always with you. 
People And with thy spirit. 
The Ministers and People greet one another in the name of the Lord. 
 

Announcements 
The Congregation may be seated for the announcements. 
 

THE LITURGY OF THE EUCHARIST 

Offertory Out from the Deep 
Text: Psalm 130 

 Music: Thomas Tallis; arr. Louis Daniel 
   
The Congregation stands and sings the Doxology while the ushers bring forward 
the people’s offerings of bread and wine, and money or other gifts. 
 

Doxology Praise God from Whom all Blessings Flow Old 100th 
 

Praise God, from whom all blessings flow; praise him, all creatures 
here below; praise him above, ye heavenly host: praise Father, Son, 

and Holy Ghost. Amen. 
 
Eucharistic Prayer II BCP p. 340 
 
The people remain standing. The Celebrant faces them and says 

 The Lord be with you. 
People And with thy spirit. 
Celebrant Lift up your hearts. 
People We lift them up unto the Lord.  
Celebrant Let us give thanks unto our Lord God. 
People          It is meet and right so to do. 
 
 
 



 

 

 
Then, facing the Holy Table, the Celebrant proceeds 

It is very meet, right, and our bounden duty, that we should at all 
times, and in all places, give thanks unto thee, O Lord, holy Father, 
almighty, everlasting God. Through Jesus Christ our Lord; who was 
in every way tempted as we are, yet did not sin; by whose grace we 
are able to triumph over every evil, and to live no longer unto 
ourselves, but unto him who died for us and rose again. Therefore 
with Angels and Archangels, and with all the company of heaven, 
we laud and magnify thy glorious Name; evermore praising thee 
and saying,  

 
The Congregation joins in saying the Sanctus 

Holy, Holy, Holy, Lord God of Hosts: Heaven and earth are full of 
thy glory. Glory be to thee, O Lord Most High. Blessed is he that 
cometh in the name of the Lord. Hosanna in the highest.  

 
The people stand or kneel.  Then the Celebrant continues 

All glory be to thee, O Lord our God, for that thou didst create 
heaven and earth, and didst make us in thine own image; and, of 
thy tender mercy, didst give thine only Son Jesus Christ to take our 
nature upon him, and to suffer death upon the cross for our 
redemption. He made there a full and perfect sacrifice for the 
whole world; and did institute, and in his holy Gospel command us 
to continue, a perpetual memory of that his precious death and 
sacrifice, until his coming again For in the night in which he was 
betrayed, he took bread; and when he had given thanks to thee, he 
broke it, and gave it to his disciples, saying, "Take, eat, this is my 
Body, which is given for you. Do this in remembrance of me." 
 
Likewise, after supper, he took the cup; and when he had given 
thanks, he gave it to them, saying, "Drink this, all of you; for this is 
my Blood of the New Covenant, which is shed for you, and for 
many, for the remission of sins. Do this, as oft as ye shall drink it, 
in remembrance of me." 
 
Wherefore, O Lord and heavenly Father, we thy people do 
celebrate and make, with these thy holy gifts which we now offer 
unto thee, the memorial thy Son hath commanded us to make; 
having in remembrance his blessed passion and precious death, his 
mighty resurrection and glorious ascension; and looking for his 



 

 

coming again with power and great glory. 
 
And we most humbly beseech thee, O merciful Father, to hear us, 
and, with thy Word and Holy Spirit, to bless and sanctify these gifts 
of bread and wine, that they may be unto us the Body and Blood of 
thy dearly-beloved Son Jesus Christ. 
 
And we earnestly desire thy fatherly goodness to accept this our 
sacrifice of praise and thanksgiving, whereby we offer and present 
unto thee, O Lord, our selves, our souls and bodies. Grant, we 
beseech thee, that all who partake of this Holy Communion may 
worthily receive the most precious Body and Blood of thy Son 
Jesus Christ, and be filled with thy grace and heavenly benediction; 
and also that we and all thy whole Church may be made one body 
with him, that he may dwell is us, and we in him; through the same 
Jesus Christ our Lord; 
 
By whom, and with whom, and in whom, in the unity of the Holy 
Ghost all honor and glory be unto thee, O Father Almighty, world 
without end. Amen. 

 
The Celebrant continues 

And now, as our Savior Christ hath taught us, we are bold to say: 
 

 
All join in saying The Lord’s Prayer, BCP p.336 

 
Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy Name,  
thy kingdom come, thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven.  
Give us this day our daily bread. And forgive us our trespasses, 
as we forgive those who trespass against us.  
And lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil.  
For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and they glory, 
for ever and ever. Amen.  

 
 
The Breaking of the Bread 
The Celebrant breaks the bread. After a moment of silence, the Celebrant and people sing: 
 
 
 
 

 



 

 

Agnus Dei Lamb of God Hymnal S157 

 
 
The Celebrant and people then pray: BCP p.337 

We do not presume to come to this thy Table, O merciful Lord, 
trusting in our own righteousness, but in thy manifold and great 
mercies. We are not worthy so much as to gather up the crumbs 
under thy Table. But thou are the same Lord whose property is 
always to have mercy. Grant us therefore, gracious Lord, so to 
eat the flesh of thy dear Son Jesus Christ, and to drink his blood, 
that we may evermore dwell in him, and he in us. Amen.  

 
The Invitation 

 

The Celebrant invites the people to receive the Holy Communion. 
 

 

WE ARE ALL INVITED TO THE LORD’S TABLE 

In the Episcopal Church, all baptized persons are invited to receive the Holy 
Communion.  Members of other Christian churches who receive Holy Communion in 
their own churches are invited to share in receiving the Body and Blood of Our Lord. 



 

 

Persons who do not wish to receive Communion are invited to come forward with 
everyone else to receive a blessing. 
 
During the distribution of communion, the Congregation sings the Communion Hymn. 

Hymn 336 Werde munter 
Come with us, O blessed Jesus 

 
Postcommunion Prayer BCP p. 339 

 

The Celebrant says 

Let us pray. 
 

Celebrant and People 

Almighty and everliving God, we most heartily thank thee for that 
thou dost feed us, in these holy mysteries, with the spiritual food of 
the most precious Body and Blood of thy Son our Savior Jesus 
Christ; and dost assure us thereby of thy favor and goodness 
towards us; and that we are very members incorporate in the 
mystical body of thy Son, the blessed company of all faithful 
people; and are also heirs, through hope, of thy everlasting 
kingdom. And we humbly beseech thee, O heavenly Father, so to 
assist us with thy grace, that we may continue in that holy 
fellowship, and do all such good works as thou hast prepared for us 
to walk in; through Jesus Christ our Lord, to whom with thee and 
the Holy Ghost, be all honor and glory, world without end. Amen. 
 
 

Lenten Solemn Prayer over the People 
 

The Celebrant gives the invitation, saying 
 

Let us bow down before the Lord. 
 

 
Then, facing the people, the Celebrant says 

 

Look with compassion, O Lord, upon this your people; that, rightly 
observing this holy season, they may learn to know you more fully, and 
to serve you with a more perfect will; through Christ our Lord. Amen. 
 
At the invitation of the Celebrant, the People stand and sing the retiring processional hymn. 
 

Hymn 641 Southwell 
Lord Jesus, think on me 

 
 



 

 

The Dismissal 
 

The Minister dismisses the assembly, saying 

 
Minister Let us go forth in the name of Christ. 
People Thanks be to God.  
 

Postlude 



 

 

 
THIS WEEK AT SAINT JOHN’S: 

 
Today 8:45AM Christian Formation Hour 
 10:00AM Holy Eucharist: Lent 5 
 11:15AM Fellowship in the Great Hall 
 11:30AM Pot-luck 
Wednesday 7:00PM Choir 
Sunday 8:45AM Christian Formation Hour 
 10:00AM Holy Eucharist Palm Sunday 
  Bishop’s Visitation 
 11:15AM Reception in the Great Hall 

 
The church office is open weekly on Tuesdays from 9AM to 3PM. 
Outside of office hours or in an emergency, please call Fr John at 205-
354-3699. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 

 

 

 
SERVING IN TODAY’S LITURGY: 
Celebrant ............................................................................ Fr. John Talbert 
First Lesson Lector................................................................ Janet Buckley 
Second Lesson Lector .......................................................... Geri Moulton 
Intercessor ................................................................................... Paula Ross 
Lay Eucharistic Ministers ................. Connie McLean & Mary Sheffield 
Altar Guild ...................................... Connie Anderson & Bootsie Cieutat 
Vestry Tellers ................................... Mary Sheffield & Connie Anderson 

 
 
 



 

 

PLEASE REMEMBER IN YOUR PRAYERS: 

Our sisters and brothers in Christ: David Rich, Bob Anderson, Neva 
Bache, Kathe Gieseler, Mike Barbour, Fran Barbour, Irene Yeager, 
Carolyn Pearce, Ashley Garris, Jerry Fulford, James Christiansen, 
Audrey Garner, Joyce Lee, Jayson Chestang, Budd McLean. 

 

Our sister that cannot be with us: Mary Catherine Warren. 
 

Our family and friends:  Angie Leon, David Hamilton, Errol 
Sweetser, Lenora Cadden, Donna Latham, Sheila Cassity 
Granger, Barbara Bonner, Evina Valera, David Brunner, Mary 
Horner, Susan Hansen, Karl Gieseler, Keith Matthews, 
Randy Dunn, Sharon Lee Nolan, Peggy Sheffield, Helen Guthrie, 
Eddie Hun, Katelynn Tillman, Karen Twilley, Nancy Payne, 
Donna Pigg, Tiffany Matthews, Betty Williams, 
Latecia Cushion Knight, Bonnie Jernigan, Britney Butler, 
Neal Tourné, Sandy Michel, Paul Nelson, John Switzer (priest). 

 

Our sisters and brothers serving in the Armed Forces: 
Nicholas Boykin, Joshua Maddox, Ryan Hurt, 
Jacob Hester-Heard, Marcus Rich, Ross Hussmann, Ellis Garner, 
Eric Mattoon. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
RECENT ATTENDANCE: 

28 Sunday, March 19, First Sunday of Lent 
 

 
 



 

 



 

 

SAINT JOHN’S EPISCOPAL CHURCH 
1707 GOVERNMENT STREET  MOBILE, ALABAMA 36604 

www.stjohnsmobile.org office@stjohnsmobile.org 
Telephone 251.479.5474 FAX 251.473.1230 

 
 
 

 
 

THE PARISH CLERGY 
 

The Reverend John Talbert, priest-in-charge 
frjohn@stjohnsmobile.org  

 
THE PARISH MUSICIANS 

 
Mr. Louis Daniel, organist and choirmaster 

music@stjohnsmobile.org 
 

THE PARISH STAFF 
 

Ms. Wendy Wheeler, financial secretary 
finance@stjohnsmobile.org  

 

 
Dr. Nikki Shaw, office volunteer 

office@stjohnsmobile.org 
 
 

 
 

THE VESTRY AND WARDENS 

Ms. Connie Anderson, Ms. Janet Buckley, clerk, 
Ms. Cindy Gass, treasurer, Mr. Eugene Johnston, junior warden  

Ms. Jan Joseph, Ms. Connie McLean, Ms. Nikki Shaw, senior warden;  
Ms. Mary Sheffield, Ms. Charlynn Will. 
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