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SAINT JOHN’S CHURCH, MOBILE 
Welcome to Saint John’s Episcopal Church.  Founded in 1853, Saint 
John’s has always been in the heart of Mobile and worship has been 
central to our common life, as well as service to the less fortunate of 
our city.  Originally located on the southeast corner of Dearborn 
and Monroe streets, Saint John’s moved to its current location in 
1956, to what was then nearly the city limits.  Many of the 
furnishings of the church were relocated from the old wooden 
structure. 

 

Everything you will need for this liturgy can be found in this service 
leaflet, with the exception of the hymns, which can be found in the 
blue “Hymnal 1982” located in the bookrack in front of your seat.  

 

If you are interested in learning more about Saint John’s or 
becoming a member of our parish community, please speak with 
one of the clergy or call the parish office at (251) 479-5474.  Saint 
John’s can also be found on the Internet at www.stjohnsmobile.org. 

 

THE FLOWERS ON THE ALTAR ARE GIVEN 
by Susan Waites to the Glory of God 

and in beloved memory of Gary Bream. 

 

RECENT ATTENDANCE: 
31 Sunday, November 27, Advent 1 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

We extend special thanks this morning to Mr. Louis Daniel and the 
Choir of Saint John’s for their work for their preparation of our 

worship. 



  

3 

Voluntary   

Savior of the Nations, Come 
Nun Komm, der Heiden Heiland 

Johann Walter  
arr. Georg Friedrich Kauffmann 

All stand as able when the organ begins the introduction to the entrance hymn. 
The Congregation sings the hymn as the ministers of the assembly move to the 
chancel. 

Hymn 56  Veni, veni, Emmanuel 
 O come, O come, Emmanuel 

vs. 1 

A Reading  
Advent, by Frederick Buechner 

The Bidding Prayer 
The Officiant begins 

Beloved in Christ, in this season of Advent, let it be our care and 
delight to prepare ourselves to hear again the message of the 
Angels, and in heart and mind to go even unto Bethlehem, to see 
the Babe lying in a manger. 

Let us read and mark in Holy Scripture the tale of the loving 
purposes of God from the first days of our disobedience unto the 
glorious Redemption brought us by his holy Child; and let us look 
forward to the yearly remembrance of his birth with hymns and 
songs of praise. 

But first, let us pray for the needs of his whole world; for peace 
and goodwill over all the earth; for the mission and unity of the 
Church for which he died, and especially in this country and 
within this city. 

And because this of all things would rejoice his heart, let us at this 
time remember in his name the poor and the helpless; the hungry 
and the oppressed; the sick and those who mourn; the lonely and 
the unloved; the aged and the little children; and all those who 
know not the Lord Jesus, or who love him not, or who by sin 
have grieved his heart of love.  
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Lastly, let us remember before God his pure and lowly Mother, 
and all those who rejoice with us, but upon another shore and in a 
greater light, that multitude which no one can number, whose 
hope was in the Word made flesh, and with whom, in this Lord 
Jesus, we for evermore are one. These prayers and praises let us 
humbly offer up to the throne of heaven, in the words which 
Christ himself hath taught us: 

Officiant and People 

Our Father, who art in heaven, 
  hallowed be thy Name, 
  thy kingdom come, 
  thy will be done, 
    on earth as it is in heaven. 
Give us this day our daily bread. 
And forgive us our trespasses, 
  as we forgive those who trespass against us. 
And lead us not into temptation, 
  but deliver us from evil. 
For thine is the kingdom,  
  and the power, and the glory, 
  for ever and ever.  Amen. 

The Officiant continues 

The Almighty God bless us with his grace; Christ give us the joys 
of everlasting life; and unto the fellowship of the citizens above 
may the King of Angels bring us all. Amen. 

The People are seated. 

The First Lesson: Genesis 3:1-23 
Now the serpent was more subtle than any other wild creature 
that the LORD God had made. He said to the woman, “Did God 
say, ‘You shall not eat of any tree of the garden’?” And the woman 
said to the serpent, “We may eat of the fruit of the trees of the 
garden; but God said, ‘You shall not eat of the fruit of the tree 
which is in the midst of the garden, neither shall you touch it, lest 
you die.’” But the serpent said to the woman, “You will not die. 
For God knows that when you eat of it your eyes will be opened, 
and you will be like God, knowing good and evil.” So when the 
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woman saw that the tree was good for food, and that it was a 
delight to the eyes, and that the tree was to be desired to make one 
wise, she took of its fruit and ate; and she also gave some to her 
husband, and he ate. Then the eyes of both were opened, and they 
knew that they were naked; and they sewed fig leaves together and 
made themselves aprons. And they heard the sound of the LORD 
God walking in the garden in the cool of the day, and the man and 
his wife hid themselves from the presence of the LORD God 
among the trees of the garden. But the LORD God called to the 
man, and said to him, “Where are you?” And he said, “I heard the 
sound of thee in the garden, and I was afraid, because I was 
naked; and I hid myself.” He said, “Who told you that you were 
naked? Have you eaten of the tree of which I commanded you not 
to eat?” The man said, “The woman whom thou gavest to be with 
me, she gave me fruit of the tree, and I ate.” Then the LORD 
God said to the woman, “What is this that you have done?” The 
woman said, “The serpent beguiled me, and I ate.” The LORD 
God said to the serpent, “Because you have done this, cursed are 
you above all cattle, and above all wild animals; upon your belly 
you shall go, and dust you shall eat all the days of your life. I will 
put enmity between you and the woman, and between your seed 
and her seed; he shall bruise your head, and you shall bruise his 
heel.” To the woman he said, “I will greatly multiply your pain in 
childbearing; in pain you shall bring forth children, yet your desire 
shall be for your husband, and he shall rule over you.” And to 
Adam he said, “Because you have listened to the voice of your 
wife, and have eaten of the tree of which I commanded you, ‘You 
shall not eat of it,’ cursed is the ground because of you; in toil you 
shall eat of it all the days of your life; thorns and thistles it shall 
bring forth to you; and you shall eat the plants of the field. In the 
sweat of your face you shall eat bread till you return to the ground, 
for out of it you were taken; you are dust, and to dust you shall 
return.” The man called his wife’s name Eve, because she was the 
mother of all living. And the LORD God made for Adam and for 
his wife garments of skins, and clothed them. Then the LORD 
God said, “Behold, the man has become like one of us, knowing 
good and evil; and now, lest he put forth his hand and take also of 
the tree of life, and eat, and live for ever” -- therefore the LORD 
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 God sent him forth from the garden of Eden, to till the ground 
from which he was taken. 

Carol Adam lay y’bounden 
Text: Anonymous 15th C 

Music: John Erickson 

Hymn 56  Veni, veni, Emmanuel 
 O come, O come, Emmanuel 

vs. 2 

The Second Lesson: Genesis 22:15-18 
5 The angel of the Lord called to Abraham a second time from 
heaven 16 and said, “By myself I have sworn, says the Lord: 
Because you have done this, and have not withheld your son, your 
only son, 17 I will indeed bless you, and I will make your offspring 
as numerous as the stars of heaven and as the sand that is on the 
seashore. And your offspring shall possess the gate of their 
enemies, 18 and by your offspring shall all the nations of the earth 
gain blessing for themselves, because you have obeyed my voice.” 

All stand as able and sing the hymn 

Hymn 78  Winchester New  
On Jordan’s bank the Baptist’s cry 

vs. 1 & 5 

All may be seated 

Hymn 56  Veni, veni, Emmanuel 
 O come, O come, Emmanuel 
 vs.3 

The Third Lesson: Jeremiah 31:31-34 
Behold, the days are coming, says the LORD, when I will make a 
new covenant with the house of Israel and the house of Judah, 32 
not like the covenant which I made with their fathers when I took 
them by the hand to bring them out of the land of Egypt, my 
covenant which they broke, though I was their husband, says the 
LORD. 33 But this is the covenant which I will make with the 
house of Israel after those days, says the LORD: I will put my law 
within them, and I will write it upon their hearts; and I will be 
their God, and they shall be my people. 34 And no longer shall 
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each man teach his neighbor and each his brother, saying, ‘Know 
the LORD,’ for they shall all know me, from the least of them to 
the greatest, says the LORD; for I will forgive their iniquity, and I 
will remember their sin no more. 

All stand as able and sing the hymn 

Hymn 372  Leoni 
Praise to the living God 

vs. 1 & 4 

All may be seated 

Hymn 56  Veni, veni, Emmanuel 
 O come, O come, Emmanuel 
 vs.4 

The Fourth Lesson: Isaiah 11:1-4a,6-9 
1 A shoot shall come out from the stump of Jesse,  and a branch 
shall grow[a] out of his roots.2 The spirit of the Lord shall rest on 
him, the spirit of wisdom and understanding, the spirit of counsel 
and might,  the spirit of knowledge and the fear of the Lord.3 His 
delight shall be in the fear of the Lord. He shall not judge by what 
his eyes see or decide by what his ears hear,4 but with 
righteousness he shall judge for the poor and decide with equity 
for the oppressed of the earth; 6 The wolf shall live with the lamb; 
the leopard shall lie down with the kid; the calf and the lion will 
feed[b] together, and a little child shall lead them.7 The cow and the 
bear shall graze; their young shall lie down together; and the lion 
shall eat straw like the ox.8 The nursing child shall play over the 
hole of the asp, and the weaned child shall put its hand on the 
adder’s den. 9 They will not hurt or destroy on all my holy 
mountain, for the earth will be full of the knowledge of the Lord 
as the waters cover the sea. 

Carol  
Creation Will Be at Peace 

Text: Isaiah 11:6-9 
Music: Anna Laura Page 

 

All stand as able and sing the hymn 

https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Isaiah%2011&version=NRSVUE#fen-NRSVUE-17886a
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Isaiah%2011&version=NRSVUE#fen-NRSVUE-17891b
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Hymn 81  Es ist ein Rose 
 Lo, How a Rose E’re Blooming 
 vs.1-3 

All may be seated 

Hymn 56  Veni, veni, Emmanuel 
 O come, O come, Emmanuel 
 vs.5 

The Fifth Lesson: Isaiah 65:17-25 
“For behold, I create new heavens and a new earth; and the 
former things shall not be remembered or come into mind. 18 But 
be glad and rejoice for ever in that which I create; for behold, I 
create Jerusalem a rejoicing, and her people a joy. 19 I will rejoice in 
Jerusalem, and be glad in my people; no more shall be heard in it 
the sound of weeping and the cry of distress. 20 No more shall 
there be in it an infant that lives but a few days, or an old man 
who does not fill out his days, for the child shall die a hundred 
years old, and the sinner a hundred years old shall be accursed. 21 
They shall build houses and inhabit them; they shall plant 
vineyards and eat their fruit. 22 They shall not build and another 
inhabit; they shall not plant and another eat; for like the days of a 
tree shall the days of my people be, and my chosen shall long 
enjoy the work of their hands. 23 They shall not labor in vain, or 
bear children for calamity; for they shall be the offspring of the 
blessed of the LORD, and their children with them. 24 Before they 
call I will answer, while they are yet speaking I will hear. 25 The 
wolf and the lamb shall feed together, the lion shall eat straw like 
the ox; and dust shall be the serpent’s food. They shall not hurt or 
destroy in all my holy mountain, says the LORD.” 

All may be seated 

Carol  
Creator of the Stars of Night 

Text: 7th C., translated by John Mason Neale 
Music: Mode iv melody 

Hymn 56  Veni, veni, Emmanuel 
 O come, O come, Emmanuel 
 vs.6 
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The Sixth Lesson: Luke 1:5-19 
 5 Simon answered, “Master, we have worked all night long but have 
caught nothing. Yet if you say so, I will let down the nets.” 6 When 
they had done this, they caught so many fish that their nets were 
beginning to burst. 7 So they signaled their partners in the other boat 
to come and help them. And they came and filled both boats, so that 
they began to sink. 8 But when Simon Peter saw it, he fell down at 
Jesus’s knees, saying, “Go away from me, Lord, for I am a sinful 
man!” 9 For he and all who were with him were astounded at the 
catch of fish that they had taken, 10 and so also were James and John, 
sons of Zebedee, who were partners with Simon. Then Jesus said to 
Simon, “Do not be afraid; from now on you will be catching 
people.” 11 When they had brought their boats to shore, they left 
everything and followed him. 12 Once when he was in one of the 
cities, a man covered with a skin disease was there. When he saw 
Jesus, he bowed with his face to the ground and begged him, “Lord, 
if you are willing, you can make me clean.” 13 Then Jesus[b] stretched 
out his hand, touched him, and said, “I am willing. Be made clean.” 
Immediately the skin disease left him. 14 And he ordered him to tell 
no one. “But go, show yourself to the priest, and, as Moses 
commanded, make an offering for your cleansing, as a testimony to 
them.” 15 But now more than ever the word about Jesus[c] spread 
abroad; many crowds were gathering to hear him and to be cured of 
their diseases. 16 Meanwhile, he would slip away to deserted places 
and pray. 17 One day while he was teaching, Pharisees and teachers of 
the law who had come from every village of Galilee and Judea and 
from Jerusalem were sitting nearby, and the power of the Lord was 
with him to heal.[d] 18 Just then some men came carrying a paralyzed 
man on a stretcher. They were trying to bring him in and lay him 
before Jesus,[e]19 but, finding no way to bring him in because of the 
crowd, they went up on the roof and let him down on the stretcher 
through the tiles into the middle of the crowd[f] in front of Jesus. 

All stand as able and sing the hymn 

Hymn 90  Noel 
 It Came Upon a Midnight Clear 
 vs.1 & 4 

 

https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Luke+5%3A1-19&version=NRSVUE#fen-NRSVUE-25113b
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Luke+5%3A1-19&version=NRSVUE#fen-NRSVUE-25115c
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Luke+5%3A1-19&version=NRSVUE#fen-NRSVUE-25117d
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Luke+5%3A1-19&version=NRSVUE#fen-NRSVUE-25118e
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Luke+5%3A1-19&version=NRSVUE#fen-NRSVUE-25119f
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All may be seated 

Hymn 56  Veni, veni, Emmanuel 
 O come, O come, Emmanuel 
 vs.7 

The Seventh Lesson: Luke 1:26-38 
In the sixth month the angel Gabriel was sent from God to a city 
of Galilee named Nazareth, 27 to a virgin betrothed to a man 
whose name was Joseph, of the house of David; and the virgin’s 
name was Mary. 28 And he came to her and said, “Hail, O favored 
one, the Lord is with you!” 29 But she was greatly troubled at the 
saying, and considered in her mind what sort of greeting this 
might be. 30 And the angel said to her, “Do not be afraid, Mary, 
for you have found favor with God. 31 And behold, you will 
conceive in your womb and bear a son, and you shall call his name 
Jesus. 32 He will be great, and will be called the Son of the Most 
High; and the Lord God will give to him the throne of his father 
David, 33 and he will reign over the house of Jacob for ever; and of 
his kingdom there will be no end.” 34 And Mary said to the angel, 
“How shall this be, since I have no husband?” 35 And the angel 
said to her, “The Holy Spirit will come upon you, and the power 
of the Most High will overshadow you; therefore the child to be 
born will be called holy, the Son of God. 36 And behold, your 
kinswoman Elizabeth in her old age has also conceived a son; and 
this is the sixth month with her who was called barren. 37 For with 
God nothing will be impossible.” 38 And Mary said, “Behold, I am 
the handmaid of the Lord; let it be to me according to your 
word.” And the angel departed from her. 

All stand as able and sing the hymn 

Hymn 265  Gabriel’s message 
 The Angel Gabriel from Heaven Came 
  
All may be seated 
Hymn 56  Veni, veni, Emmanuel 
 O come, O come, Emmanuel 
 vs.8 
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The Eighth Lesson: Luke 2:1-20 
1 And it came to pass in those days, that there went out a decree from 
Caesar Augustus that all the world should be taxed. 2 (And this taxing 
was first made when Cyrenius was governor of Syria.) 3 And all went 
to be taxed, every one into his own city. 4 And Joseph also went up 
from Galilee, out of the city of Nazareth, into Judaea, unto the city of 
David, which is called Bethlehem; (because he was of the house and 
lineage of David:) 5 To be taxed with Mary his espoused wife, being 
great with child. 6 And so it was, that, while they were there, the days 
were accomplished that she should be delivered. 7 And she brought 
forth her firstborn son, and wrapped him in swaddling clothes, and 
laid him in a manger; because there was no room for them in the inn. 
8 And there were in the same country shepherds abiding in the field, 
keeping watch over their flock by night. 9 And, lo, the angel of the 
Lord came upon them, and the glory of the Lord shone round about 
them: and they were sore afraid. 10 And the angel said unto them, Fear 
not: for, behold, I bring you good tidings of great joy, which shall be 
to all people. 11 For unto you is born this day in the city of David a 
Saviour, which is Christ the Lord. 12 And this shall be a sign unto you; 
Ye shall find the babe wrapped in swaddling clothes, lying in a 
manger. 13 And suddenly there was with the angel a multitude of the 
heavenly host praising God, and saying, 14 Glory to God in the 
highest, and on earth peace, good will toward men. 15 And it came to 
pass, as the angels were gone away from them into heaven, the 
shepherds said one to another, Let us now go even unto Bethlehem, 
and see this thing which is come to pass, which the Lord hath made 
known unto us. 16 And they came with haste, and found Mary, and 
Joseph, and the babe lying in a manger. 17 And when they had seen it, 
they made known abroad the saying which was told them concerning 
this child. 18 And all they that heard it wondered at those things which 
were told them by the shepherds. 19 But Mary kept all these things, 
and pondered them in her heart. 20 And the shepherds returned, 
glorifying and praising God for all the things that they had heard and 
seen, as it was told unto them. 
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All stand as able and sing the hymn 

Hymn 91  Ermuntre dich 
 Break Forth, oh Beautiful Heaven of Light 

All may be seated 

Carol  
Still, Still, Still 

Text: 7th C Marilyn Keith & Alan Bergman 
Music: Austrian Carol / Arr. By: Norman Luboff 

The Ninth Lesson: John 1:1-18 
1 In the beginning was the Word, and the Word was with God, and 
the Word was God. 2 He was in the beginning with God. 3 All things 
came into being through him, and without him not one thing came 
into being. What has come into being 4 in him was life,[a] and the life 
was the light of all people. 5 The light shines in the darkness, and the 
darkness did not overcome it. 6 There was a man sent from God, 
whose name was John. 7 He came as a witness to testify to the light, 
so that all might believe through him. 8 He himself was not the light, 
but he came to testify to the light. 9 The true light, which enlightens 
everyone, was coming into the world] 

10 He was in the world, and the 
world came into being through him; yet the world did not know 
him. 11 He came to what was his own,[c] and his own people did not 
accept him. 12 But to all who received him, who believed in his name, 
he gave power to become children of God, 13 who were born, not of 
blood or of the will of the flesh or of the will of man, but of God. 
14 And the Word became flesh and lived among us, and we have seen 
his glory, the glory as of a father’s only son,[d] full of grace and 
truth. 15 (John testified to him and cried out, ‘This was he of whom I 
said, “He who comes after me ranks ahead of me because he was 
before me.”’) 16 From his fullness we have all received, grace upon 
grace. 17 The law indeed was given through Moses; grace and truth 
came through Jesus Christ. 18 No one has ever seen God. It is God 
the only Son,[e] who is close to the Father’s heart,[f] who has made him 
known. 

 

 

 

https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=John+1%3A1-18&version=NRSVA#fen-NRSVA-26039a
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=John+1%3A1-18&version=NRSVA#fen-NRSVA-26046c
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=John+1%3A1-18&version=NRSVA#fen-NRSVA-26049d
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=John+1%3A1-18&version=NRSVA#fen-NRSVA-26053e
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=John+1%3A1-18&version=NRSVA#fen-NRSVA-26053f
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All stand as able and sing the hymn 

Hymn 111  Stille Nacht 
Silent Night 

vs.1 - 3 

All remain standing. 

Canticle  
Magnificat 

Text: 1662 Common Prayer 
Setting: Louis F. Daniel 

The Blessing 
Merciful God, who sent your messengers the prophets to preach 
repentance and prepare the way for our salvation: Give us grace to 
heed their warnings and forsake our sins, that we may greet with 
joy the coming of Jesus Christ our Redeemer; who lives and reigns 
with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and for ever. Amen. 

All stand as able and sing the hymn as the choir and altar party leave the chancel 

Hymn 54  Nun komm, der Heiden Heiland 
 Savior of the Nations Come! 
 
The Dismissal 

May God, who sent his angels to proclaim the glad news of the 
Savior's birth, fill us with joy, and make you heralds of the 
Gospel. Amen. 

 

Voluntary   

All Glory Be to God on High 
Allein Gott in der Höh sei Ehr' 

Nikolaus Decius, (c. 1485-after 1546) 
arr. Andread Armsdorff (c. 1679-99) 
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THE GREENING OF THE CHURCH—DECEMBER 

4 

It’s time for our annual “Greening of the Church”. We’ll be 
decorating the church for Christmas on the 2nd Sunday of Advent, 
which is today!. We’ll spend some time after the morning service to 
“deck the halls” of the church so that our first Christmas service of 
the Christmas season on Christmas Eve will be beautifully 
decorated. We’ll need willing hands, creative talents, and some 
magnolia leaves…cookies and coffee after we are finished. 

 

COOKIE EXCHANGE—DECEMBER 11 

Remember lots of yummy cookies laid out across two long tables?  
Remember the “if you brought, you can take” instructions? It was 
the St. John’s Cookie Exchange and we’re getting ready to do it 
again! 

On Sunday, December 11th, during fellowship time, we will have 
our annual Christmas Cookie Exchange: bring two or three dozen 
cookies (or candy or slices of cake) and we’ll all walk around the 
table filling up our plates. This is a chance to get a great plate of a 
variety of goodies and only have to cook but once. Remember: The 
more participants, the more variety!  

 

CHRISTMAS EVE—DECEMBER 24 AT 4:00 PM 

Our Solemn Procession and Mass will begin at 4:00 PM. Please join 
us in the Great Hall following mass for a reception. 

 

CHRISTMAS DAY—DECEMBER 25 AT 10:00 AM 

Take a break from those pesky packages and celebrate the birth of 
Our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ at Mass at 10:00 AM 
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GLORIA DEI CONCERT 

December 18, 2022 

 

Gloria Dei Chorale will present their Christmas Concert, 
“Finding the Gift of Christmas”, Sunday evening, December 
18, 2022 at 7:30 p.m. The concert venue will be The Cathedral 
Basilica of the Immaculate Conception, located at 2 South 
Claiborne Street; Downtown Mobile. 

Our featured soloist is soprano Samantha Anselmo, a member 
of the Music Department faculty of the University of South 
Alabama. 

Selections for this concert include works by J. S. Bach, Charles 
Gounod, Wolfgang Amadeus Mozart and American composer, 
Morton Lauridsen, as well as the debut of two new original 
compositions by director, Louis F. Daniel: GLORIA, a three 
movement setting of the ancient Christian text, and The Gift of 
Christmas, a newly composed carol, both of which are written 
for choir, instruments and soloist. 

Door donations will be going to Tree of Life Counseling to 
support their work with those in need. 

Please join us for our first concert since 2019 as we share music 
of the season and help others in our community. 
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SAINT JOHN’S EPISCOPAL 

CHURCH 
1707 Government Street             Mobile, Alabama 36604 

www.stjohnsmobile.org office@stjohnsmobile.org 
Telephone 251.479.5474 FAX 251.473.1230 
 

 

 

THE PARISH STAFF 

 

The Rev. John K. Talbert, Priest-in-charge 

frjohn@stjohnsmobile.org 

 
 

Mr. Louis F. Daniel, organist and choirmaster 

music@stjohnsmobile.org 

 

 

Ms. Lella Lowe, financial secretary 

finance@stjohnsmobile.org  

 

 
THE VESTRY AND WARDENS 

Ms. Connie Anderson, Ms. Janet Buckley, clerk, 
Ms. Cindy Gass, treasurer, Mr. Eugene Johnston, 

 junior warden, Jan Joseph, Ms. Connie McLean, Ms. Nikki Shaw, 
senior warden; Ms. Mary Sheffield, 

Ms. Charlynn Will. 
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