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FROM THE RECTOR:

Dear Ones,

A couple of weeks ago in our Adult Christian
Formation class, I introduced the Ship of Fools
website (www.shipoffools.com) “Mystery
Worshipper” concept to the class. A “Mystery
Worshipper” is an individual who is attending a
church with the intention of “reviewing” it for the
website. These folks have questions that they answer
that will give a reader a sense of what the church is
like. Some of the questions are:
How full was the building?
Did anyone welcome you personally?
Was your pew comfortable?
How would you describe the
atmosphere?
What were the exact opening words of the service?
What books did the congregation use during the
service?
What musical instruments were played?
Did anything distract you?
What was the worship like?
Exactly how long was the sermon?
On a scale of 1-10, how good was the preacher?
In a nutshell, what was the sermon about?
Which part of the service was like being in heaven?
How would you describe the after-service coffee?
How would you feel about making this your church
your regular (where 10=ecstatic, 0=terminal)?
Did the service make you feel glad to be a
Christian?
What one thing will you remember about all this in
seven days’ time?

pre-service

The class looked at the Mystery Worshipper’s report
on Christ Church — Mobile from 2000 to see what
one looks like. I would have to say that, overall, they
got great marks!

I asked the class to write down their responses as if
they were visiting Saint John’s. Well, with me
standing there, I imagine you can guess that there
were some answers that probably weren’t entirely
honest, but we did have some interesting discussion.

What this gets to is perception. Our first encounters
with someone have a profound influence on the
future relationship. The Mystery Worshipper
questions probe the “first impression” experience to
provide data to answer the question, “Do I want this
to be my church homer”

Closely tied to this question is another: “How can we
best manifest God’s love in this community?” 1
suggest it’s tightly linked because how we show
God’s love will be measured by how we come across
to visitors.

As we come to the end of Eastertide, we have lived,
once more, with Our Risen Lord through this
magnificent time. We have walked with him, talked
with him, been fed by him. These times with him
have affected us and they want to change us. Now is
the time for us to be in discernment about who it is
that Jesus bids us become, and how it is that we are
to show God’s love.

In last Sunday’s Gospel, Jesus said that we are not of
the world and we have been sanctified — made holy —
and set apart from the world to be Our Lord’s hands
and heart. And yet, we must engage the world
because that is where Our Lord is needed.

-Thomas



HIGHLIGHTS OF THE
JUNE LITURGICAL CALENDAR

The Visitation of the Blessed Virgin Mary

The Visitation (the short name for it) commemorates the visit of the
Blessed Virgin to her cousin, Elizabeth. You will recall that Elizabeth
is the mother of John the Baptist, and is also pregnant at the time of
Mary’s visit. Luke’s gospel tells this story and is the source for the
canticle Magnificat. We will celebrate this feast at 12:15PM on Monday,
1 June.

The Martyrs of Uganda

On Wednesday, 3 June, we will commemorate the Martyrs of Uganda
at our regular Wednesday service. In 1886, 32 men were burned at
Namugongo because they refused to renounce Christianity. In the
months that followed, many more Christians met their deaths for their
faith.

The Nativity of Saint John the Baptist

On Wednesday, 24 June, we will observe the Feast of the Nativity of
Saint John the Baptist at a mass at 10:00AM.

John the Baptist, one of the “Johns” commemorated in our main
window in the chancel, is chronicled in all four of the Gospels. The
son of Elizabeth and Zechariah, John was destined to be the herald of
Jesus ministry. John had his own crowd of disciples that followed him,
calling people to repentance and baptizing them as a symbol of their
new lives.

John is remembered in Advent as Prophet and in Epiphany as the
baptizer of Our Lord. In the Gospel of John, John the Baptist is the
figure who declares Jesus to be “The Lamb of God”

We remember John also for his ascetic ways, dressing in camel’s hair
and eating wild honey and locusts, as well as his denunciation of
Herod.

Saint Peter and Saint Paul

On Monday, 29 June at 12:15PM, we will observe the Feast of Saint
Peter and Saint Paul. While sometimes at odds with each other, their
joint leadership of the church is commemorated in remembering their
martyrdom at Rome. Tradition holds that Peter was crucified head
downward and Paul was beheaded, as befitted 2 Roman citizen.

For healing grace and continued
strength, we pray for our
members:

Bessie Southall
Step-fun Brown
Leah Betts

Marion Wallace
Stephen Lee

Earl Garner
Shannon Newberry
Ashley Garris
Gloria Lee

For our Homebound:
Alice Cieutat

Mae Dunn

Will Elam

Corinne Faust

Gwen Johnson

Violet Kosko

Vevia Lund

Lillian Mayson
Angela McGuire
Audrey Meador

Jane Tate Moore
Betty Plash

Chick & Dot Wohlert

For our Friends and Family:
Julie Hinton

Helen Baker

Joe Stroeker

Gracie Stroeker

JoAnn Alioto

William Meyer

Shirley Mayson

Ashley Sigler

Wayne & Sharon Brignac
Rodene Nestman
Michelle Walker

Jim Quals

Mary Lou Johnston

Jim Owens

Maddie West

For victims of war and their
families, and members of our
Armed Forces and their families:
Steven Gartis

Jeffery Yeager

Ellis Eugene Garner

Eric Mattoon

Cheryl Garner



How MANY WAYS CAN YOU SPELL
STEWARDSHIP?

As a member of Saint John’s Stewardship Committee I was asked to
give my slant on it. Though you will wonder where I am going with
this, stay with me, OK?

I have a mentally retarded son, Mark Alan, who is a resident at Cog-
burn Nursing Home on Tuscaloosa Street.

He is 56 years old, in a wheelchair, but very outgoing and personable.
He is also very ecumenical. He attends the services of any denomina-
tion that puts one on there, particularly if they have music...and defi-
nitely if they have snacks.

Saint Mary’s Roman Catholic Church has a short communion service
there every Saturday morning and Mark Alan is on the front row. A
Eucharistic Minister and the Parish Nun usually lead the service with
about five patients attending. One Saturday recently, they were as-
sembling in the Day Room waiting for everyone to gather when Mark
Alan became restless. The Eucharistic Minister asked him if he
wanted to pick the opening hymn and he nodded “yes”, bursting into
a hearty rendition of “I've Been Working on the Railroad”....in which

THE R. H. WILMER

CHAPTER
Saint John’s Daughters of the King
gathered at the church on May 12 for a
regular business meeting. Treasurer
Pat Thomas presented a review of the
financial status of the group. President
Neva Bache presented to the group a
gift with card from St. John’s that will
be taken to the homebound and given
to visitors of Saint John’s. The group
also blessed knitted shawls to be pre-
sented to Margie Mattoon.

The DOK will not meet for the
months of June, July, and August.
They will resume regular monthly
meetings in September, 2009.

they all joined him all the way through Fee-Fi-Fiddle-de-i-o!
New officers were elected:

Now how does this relate to stewardship? 1 feel that Mark Alan was e President: Neva Bache

giving one of the few things he has to offer which is a strong, good, e Vice President: Lotraine Murray
loud voice. The Eucharistic Minister and his sister were giving of e Secretary: Alice Schablinski
their time and caring. The fellow participants chimed right in with o Treasurer: Pat Thomas

support for Mark Alan.

e DPublic Relations: Marie Brown
The meeting closed with special

The bottom line of stewardship for me is caring...for each other, for
prayers.

our church, for our environment and for Our Lord.

Joan-Marie Elam -Alice Schablinski, Secretary

ST. JOHN’S VOLUNTEERS AT THE BAY AREA FOOD BANK

Eatly on a Saturday morning in April several members of St John’s loaded up the church van with donated food and
volunteers headed to the Bay Area Food Bank. Upon arrival the donated food was weighted (314 pounds) and the volunteers
were given a tour of the Food Bank facility complete with walk-in refrigerator and walk-in freezer (34 degrees).

Other St John’s volunteers arrived and for the next four hours cans were sorted, expiration dates checked, and containers
checked for leaks. All donated food to the Food Bank must be inspected before it is released to those in need or organizations
which distribute food.

This merry band of volunteers was lead by Janet Buckley of the Evangelism Committee who after two hours of work called a
much needed snack break. Others that participated were Cheryl Winters-Heard, Betty Taylor, Max Grice, James Christiansen,
Pat Pritchard, George Taylor, Eugene Johnston, Connie McLean, Bob Anderson, Ron Waites, Donna Waites, Arthur
Youngblood and Becky Youngblood. The Evangelism Committee would like to thank all the volunteers for their hard work
and the parish as a whole for the donated food. In the fall we will have another food drive culminating with another Saturday
morning working at the Bay Area Food Bank.

-Eugene Johnston



' Outreach

“CHRISTMAS AT SEA”

It isn’t too eatly to start thinking about Christmas and
God’s great Gift to us in the birth of our Saviour. Yes,
it is only June, but for all of us knitters and crocheters,
now is the time that we begin to think about creating
handmade gifts for others. In the past, knitters at St.
John’s have provided numerous blankets for infants at
Mobile Women’s and Children’s Hospital. We have
also knitted or crocheted an abundance of prayer
shawls for folks known to our parish who are in special
need of a cozy way to feel God’s love. Each of these
items that we make for someone else is always infused
with our love; as we create, we actively pray for the
recipient even if we don’t know them. Making
handmade gifts is one of the ways that we share our
bounty and our love with others.

A ministry that requests knitted and crocheted items is
the Seaman’s Church Institute. Founded by the
Episcopal Church in 1834, this organization has
provided support, education, pastoral care, and legal
advocacy to the thousands of mariners, merchant
marines, cruise ship employees and other seafarers.
Recognizing that many mariners are away from home
for long periods of time, a very tangible way to provide
needed items with a personal touch is by knitting.
Seaman’s Church Institute has a program called
“Christmas at Sea” wherein knitters and crocheters
from every state provide knitted items for use by
mariners. Patterns and guidelines for knitted items are
available by writing, calling or downloading from:

The Seamen’s Church Institute
Christmas-at-Sea
241 Water Street
New York, NY 10038
Tel: 212.349.9090
Fax: 212.349.8342
cas(@seamenschurch.org

Donations of money or other items are also welcome,
and more information can be gotten from the address
above. Packing of knitted items goes on all year, with
most of the Christmas gifts being packaged in the fall.

-Cheryl Winters-Heard

HoME OF GRACE DAY
AT ST. JOHN’S!

Sunday, June 14 will be a special day in the life of
St. John’s. On that day we will host the women
of the Home of Grace for a day of education and
tellowship. Ms. Doris Littleton, Director, along
with two or three Home of Grace clients will
present information and stories of the ongoing
work done to help women with alcohol and drug
addictions during our Christian Formation class
at 9:00. The rest of the Home of Grace
community will then join us for our morning
Eucharist and have lunch with us following our
service. We are expecting 50 or more women to
be with us on that day, and we welcome them
warmly! This event is being sponsored by the
Outreach Committee with able assistance from
Parish  Life Committee and our willing
volunteers. If you’d like more information,
please call Cheryl Winters-Heard at 314-650-
5697 ot email her at: cwinters-heard@att.net. We
will be contacting you for specific ways in which
you can help.

ST. JOHN’S PROVIDES
EVENING MEAL AT
MCKEMIE PLACE

On April 28, Saint John’s provided the evening
meal to the clients of McKemie Place, Mobile’s
overnight homeless shelter for single, unaccom-
panied women. Thanks to Marie Brown, Joan
Marie Elam, Audrey Garner, Thelma Lomers,
Connie McLean, Pat Pritchard, P. L. Pritchard,
Zandra Washam, and Irene Yeager for providing
the food and traveling to McKemie Place to
serve. The ladies enjoyed a ham dinner with
macaroni and cheese, baked beans, green bean
casserole, watermelon, and cupcakes.




APl | Vestry

The regular meeting of the Vestry & Wardens of

Saint John’s Episcopal Church was convened on

Tuesday, 12 May 2009 at 7:02PM.

e Pat Fulford (Stewardship) reported that Family
Day was attended by over 100 people.

e DPat Pritchard (Parish Life) reported that the
McKemie Place dinner was well supported by
the parish and well received by the women.
She reminded the Vestry of the Parish Picnic
on 30 May at Langan Park and Home of Grace
Sunday on 14 June.

e Cindy Gass (Finance) reported that we are in
the black this month and ahead of our
projections.

e Junior Warden Bill Sundie (Facilities &
Grounds) asked and the Vestry approved the
installation of programmable thermostats in
the church, Thee Store, office, and Patlor &
Choir Room.

e TFather Heard reported on recent illnesses and
recent transfers. Leslie Dabney and Jeremy
Lundberg are to be married on Saturday.
Hannah Lynn Yeager was baptized on 10 May.
The Presiding Bishop of the Episcopal Church
will be in the diocese from 28 May through 31
May. The event list will be in the Sunday
service leaflet.

e DPat Pritchard reported that Thee Store has
gone to Trinity — Mobile and Good Shepherd
— Mobile. She said she has declined the
invitation to go to the Women’s Conference at
Blue Lake.

The meeting was adjourned at 8:50PM.

MEN’S BREAKFAST

On Sunday, June 14, the Men
of the Church will host one
last breakfast, beginning at
8:30 a.m., before taking a
break for the summer. Plan
to come early and enjoy a
fine breakfast with all of your
St. John’s friends!

&

JUNE SUPPER CLUB

The June supper club will be hosted by Butch and
Irene Yeager on Saturday, June 27 at 6:00 p.m. Asa
part of this special supper club, we will all partici-
pate in blessing the Yeager’s
new home. Directions to the
house (at 860 Grant Park
Drive) and a sign up sheet
will be posted on the bulletin
board closer to the date of
the event.
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WON'T You
GIVE BLOOD?

V5

=
If we can get at least 10 folks to sign up to donate
blood we can invite LifeSouth Blood Services to

Saint John’s for a blood drive one Sunday. Please
sign up on the list on the bulletin board by Sunday,

June 14 if you are able and
willing to give a pint of
blood. Once we get an idea m
of the level of interest we can - -
schedule a date for the col-
lection. If you have friends
who can donate blood, please

invite them to participate,
too!



Episcopal Relief & Development
Prepares for Potential Swine Flu
Pandemic

A recent outbreak of swine influenza was confirmed on
April 24t 2009 when eight cases were diagnosed in the
United States. Several schools in New York, Texas,
California and Ohio are closing this week as a result of
students contracting the flu. The Center for Disease
Control (CDC) declared a public health emergency as a
precautionary measure and encourages preparedness.
The CDC and the White House assure the public that
there is no cause for alarm.

As part of the Domestic Disaster Response program,
Episcopal Relief & Development is closely monitoring
the needs related to swine flu by remaining in regular
contact with public health officials and authorities on
both national and local levels. Episcopal Relief &
Development is also reaching out to potential
collaborative responders through the network of
agencies affiliated with the National Voluntary
Organizations Active in Disasters.

“Swine flu is currently being handled by the health
authorities,” said Abagail Nelson, Senior Vice President
for Programs at Episcopal Relief & Development. “We
are, however, prepared to respond through our church
networks should we be needed.”

Extensive information about preparing for the swine flu
and other potential pandemic influenza outbreaks is
available on Episcopal Relief & Development’s web
site. 'This site links to strong examples of pandemic
preparedness plans and provides resources that can help
people to maintain business continuity and provide for
congregational gathering needs should an outbreak
occut.

“It is our hope that by preparing for the possibility of an
influenza pandemic, the Episcopal community will be
better able to protect each other and serve those in
need,” said Nelson.

To support Episcopal Relief & Development’s
Domestic Disaster programs, please make a donation
online to the Disaster Response Fund at www.er-d.org,
or call 1-800-334-7626, ext. 5129. Gifts can be mailed to:
Episcopal Relief & Development, P.O. Box 7058,
Merrifield, VA 22116-7058.

THANK YOuU, ST. JOHN’s!

Thank you St. John’s for your contributions
to Episcopal Relief and Development. As the
Diocesan Coordinator, | get a report on the
previous month’s contributions. The March
report had two St. John'’s contributions. One
was a very generous contribution from the
Women of the Church and the other was
money collect from the Lenten Hope Chest
boxes.

Your contributions will help feed a hungry
child, an AIDS stricken mother, provide a
micro credit loan to a new entrepreneur and
provide safe drinking water.

Thank you.
Eugene Johnston

The honour of your presence
is requested at the marriage of
Leslie Jan Dabney
and
Jeremy Lars Lundberg
Saturday, the Thirteenth of June
Two Thousand and Nine
at two o’clock in the afternoon
Saint John’s Episcopal Church
1707 Government Street
Mobile, Alabama

Mr. and Mrs. Thomas Smith Dabney
Mr. and Mrs. Peter Lars Lundberg

Reception to follow

at Buccaneer Yacht Club
r.sv.p. and details. ..
www. theRnot.com/ourwedding/
LeslieDabneyel JeremyLundberg




7

THEE STORE

Thee Store will be traveling to the Daughters of the King Spring Assembly at Holy Spirit, Gulf Shores on June
13 (9:00 a.m. — 2:30 p.m.). Thanks to everyone for their orders for confirmations, baptisms and graduation.
Keep buying those Episcoflops (Episcopal flip flops)!

Did you know that Linda Pritchard, who does the embossing for Thee Store, will also re-cover or repair any
leather-bound books? So if your BCP/Hymnal combination is looking a little worn, bring it in to Thee Store for
a quote.

Remember that Thee Store is happy to set up for special events, so if you are hosting an event or would like to
have a special “Thee Store Sunday”, please contact Thee Store to arrange a date.
-Pat Pritchard

HAPPY |
BIRTHDAY % Contact Us
Corinne Faust 06/01 , Staff:
e U0 i The Reverend Thomas Heard
Shannon Newberry ~ 06/02
Connie Anderson 06/03 et . .
Neva Bache 06/05 rector@stjohnsmobile.otrg
Joan Marie Elgm 06/05 John L. Hobbs, Jr.
Angela McGuire 06/06 Organist/Choirmaster
Jerry Fulford 06/07 music@stjohnsmobile.org
Emily Johnston 06/10
Gillian Hobbs 06/11 Lella Lowe
Lynn Seymour 06/12 Financial Secretary
Ron Waites 06/12 finance@stjohnsmobile.org
Matt Mattoon 06/14 LR
Connic McLean 06/16 Jsac uppe
Stephen Lee 06/19 =
Violet Moote 06/24 Veotry:
Pat Thomas 06/26 vesthy.
Mitchell Cowart 06/27
@ K] Bill Duke
>
< D ® /\ s
\ P AN s ;@.O Pat Fulford
Cindy Gass
Eugene Johnston
i;-ﬁ David & Kim Partsch 06,06 Connie Mclean
jDJ/ Willis & Marietta Ford 06/10 Pat Pritchard
Pat & Helen Wetzel 06/13 Bill Sundie
J/ George & Betty Taylor 06/21
Bob & Mary Sheffield 06/28 Howard (Butch) Yeager
Neil & Matrie McPhail 06/30




Saint John’s Episcopal Church
1707 Government Street
Mobile, Alabama 36604
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Come Worship With Us!
Monday—Friday:
8:30AM  Morning Prayer

Sunday:

9:00AM  Adult and Youth Christian
Formation

10:00AM Holy Eucharist

Wednesday:

10:00AM Holy Eucharist; Healing on
the 1st Wednesday of the
month.

Other Feasts and Holy Days are
observed throughout the year; see our
website for the latest schedule.

Nonprofit Organization
U.S.POSTAGE PAID
Mobile, Alabama
Permit No. 607

Parish Office
Monday-Thursday
9:00 a.m.-2:00 p.m.

Telephone: 251-479-5474
Fax: 251-473-1230
www.stjohnsmobile.org

Thee Store Episcopal Books
Mon-Wed & Fri:
10 a.m.-2 p.m.
Sundays after church
and by appointment

Telephone: 251-479-5086

SAINT JOHN’S: THE EPISCOPAL CHURCH IN MIDTOWN MOBILE

Grounded in shared sacramental life and moving into the world
to be the hands of Our Lord. .




