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United in Christ’s love, we 

glorify God through worship,  
nurture, and service  

to all people. 

Sunday Mornings  
 

8:45 am        Worship Service 

9:50 am  Church School  

  for all ages 

11:00 am Worship Service 

Congregational Meeting  
Sunday, November 9 

A congregational meeting will be 

held following both worship 

services to elect elders and deacons. 
See inside this newsletter for 

nominees‟ biographical information. 

Prayer Shawl Team 
Tuesday, Nov. 11 at 10:00 am 

Join us in the Fellowship Hall 

Parlor.  We have fun and provide a 

needed service.  Come join us! 

Annual Traditional Thanksgiving Cornucopia 
Sunday, November 23 

 

Non-perishable food items will be collected throughout the month of November 

for the Fort Mill Care Center.  Each person is encouraged to put at 

least one food item (more if able) in the collection boxes.  Boxes 

are located in the Narthex and the hallway to the Fellowship 

Hall.  Food will be distributed to  local families for Thanks-

giving.  Suggestions are rice, cereal, tuna, grits, canned fruit, 

canned vegetables, canned milk, pasta, spaghetti sauce, sugar, 

ravioli, canned meats, dried beans, all kinds of soups, peanut butter and jelly.      

Canned Food Challenge  
Please bring canned food items to 

your Sunday School classes on 

Sunday, Nov. 9 and 16.  The class 

that collects the most cans and the 

class with the highest average of 

cans per student will win a donut 

party. Items will be displayed in 

Unity‟s Cornucopia on Sunday, 

Nov.23 and then taken to the Fort 

Mill Care Center to distribute. 

Luke 18: 18-30; Matthew 19: 16-30;  

Mark 10: 17-27 
 

In these passages we hear Jesus at his most challenging.  What 

is said resists our efforts to “sugarcoat”.  The key elements of 

the story are as follows: 
 

The rich ruler asks Jesus what he must do to inherit eternal life.  

This is a man who is part of the ruling class, not the usual 

follower of Jesus.  He is really, really rich, but he is also 

interested in things spiritual—a man eager for righteousness.  

He has kept the commandments, all of the moral law of the 

day.  His answer, “I have observed them from my youth” (Mark 10:20), is pleasing as 

is everything about him.  He is trying to live a good life.  Jesus approved.  “And Jesus 

looking upon him loved him.” (Mark 10:21) 
 

Then Jesus says “You lack one thing; go, take what you have, and give to the poor, 

and you will have treasure in heaven, and come, follow me”.  The rich young ruler 

can‟t do it, and goes away filled with sorrow.   
 

Why didn‟t Jesus take him as he was?  He certainly seems to be better than most.  If 

he wasn‟t good enough, then who is?  There are no easy answers.  All knew he was a 

good man, trying to do what was right.  He had faith.  This is evidenced by his first 

question.  Maybe he didn‟t have faith enough to embrace a life without the riches he 

was accustomed to.  The expectations of Jesus were high.  „Give up all your riches‟.    

He did not want to take the risk to leave behind all that had sustained him.  Did Jesus 

know that such abundant possessions might get in the way—perhaps knowing the rich 

ruler could never free himself from such wealth?  Jesus never denied his legitimate 

possession of wealth.  They were not ill gotten.  He may not have been obsessed by 

his possessions, but he was possessed by them in some fashion, because he could not 

tolerate life without them.   
 

We have speculated about the motivation of Jesus and the rich ruler.  Not as much 

speculation is needed when Jesus explains to the disciples what had just happened.  

“How hard it will be for those with riches to enter the kingdom of God”. (Mark 

10:24)  Riches, then, can be an impediment.  “Wealth is not a sin, but it can be a 

problem”.  (Dr. Peter Gomes) 
 

Jesus spoke both words of comfort and profound challenge.  These challenging 

passages cause us to be uncomfortable and even puzzled.  That response seems to be 

appropriate.  Perhaps that‟s how we are supposed to feel.   What would not be wise 

would be to ignore these feeling—to ignore the challenge.   
 

Chappy and Marion Bradner  

Emergency Planning 
Cotton Howell ,  Emergency 

Manager for York County, will 

speak at Unity on Tues., Nov. 11, at 

7:00 pm in Room 312.  Everyone is 

invited as he speaks on keeping 

your family safe during disaster 

situations and on what plans the 

county has for disasters.  Please 

come hear  th is  impor tant 

presentation! 



Stewardship Campaign 
Every October, Unity members are invited to consider how they 

might share their gifts—both spiritual and financial— with the 

church.  Each of us is called by God to be good stewards of all 

that God has given us.  Prayerfully consider how you might put 

God first and share the good news of His love for us in 2009.   

Your financial commitment makes the operating budget 

possible, while your time and talents make Unity‟s ministries 

possible.  

  

There are several opportunities to gratefully consider Christ‟s 

love between now and November 9.  A four-part Bible study 

guide will be included in the Unity News in October and early November.   The 

fourth and last of these is in this week‟s newsletter on page 1.   There are several 

events during Commitment Week centered on stewardship and fellowship.  You are 

warmly invited to participate in as many events as you are able.   

Commitment Week 
 

Saturday, November 8  Prayer Vigil 

    10 am to 12 noon (Drop-in) Sanctuary  
 

Sunday, November 9  Commitment Sunday 

    Both Services  Sanctuary 

Christmas Auction 
December 1 

 

The Tony Dehler Circle 

will hold the Christmas 

Auction on Monday, December 1, 

2008 in the Fellowship Hall.  We 

need donations of crafts, baked goods 

and other NEW items to be sold at the 

auction.  NO YARD SALE ITEMS, 

please!  Questions? Contact Dannie 

Vaughn or  Linda Hollandsworth  

Congregational Dinner  

Wednesday, November 12, 2008  

6:00 pm 

Fellowship Hall 

Join us for food and fellowship! 

 

Please make reservations by 

completing a yellow pew card and 

placing it in the offering plate, using 

the on-line registration form at 

www.unityfortmill.org, or by calling 

the church office by noon on 

Monday, November 10, 2008.    

Menu: Minced BBQ 

 Baked Beans 

 Coleslaw 

 Potato Salad 

 Garlic Bread 

 Variety of cakes 

 Iced Tea & Lemonade 

Cost:  $5.00 for adults 

 $3.00 for children under 10 

 $20.00 max. per family unit 

Tim Hawkins Ed & Lou Wylie 

Building Fund Memorial 
In Memory of:      Given By: 

Mission Bake Sale 
Sunday,  November 16 

The 3rd grade Sunday School class 

will hold its Annual Mission Bake 

Sale during Sunday School.  Proceeds 

will be spent on Angel Tree presents. 

Be ready to eat!  Thank you for your 

support of this mission project. Every 

year, Unity‟s 3rd graders look 

forward to giving nice Christmas 

presents to their Angels.    

2008 International Dinner ñGenerations of Gourmetsò 
 

The Junior High Youth Group invites you to attend 

the 2008 International Dinner on Sunday, November 

16.  We will honor a few of our great chefs from 

across the generations.  Almost all of this year‟s 

recipes come from the Unity‟s 2nd Cookbook, Loaves 

and Fishesð Multiplied. 
 

Our first entrée selection is Baked Lemon Chicken, from Marion Woodsonôs recipe.  

It is served with a Baked Rice from Martha Pietkiewicz, and Broccoli Casserole from 

Lea Shannon.  A second entrée selection is Pepper Steak and Cheddar Noodles from 

Doris Usseryôs recipe.  It is served with Cabbage Casserole from Anne Nims.  A third 

entrée selection is Ellie Adamsô Pork Chop Supreme, served with Deluxe Au Gratin 

Potatoes and Pineapple Casserole from Betty Kimbrell.  Our Vegetarian Selection, 

Macaroni Casserole, is from Molly Coggins, and is served with Mary Kimbrellôs 

Tomato Casserole, and Hot Fruit Casserole from Eva Crossley.  The children‟s meal 

this year will be Chicken Nuggets and Mac-n-cheese. 
 

A garden salad will be served with each meal.  Also, we will have a selection of 

breads from our members‟ recipes.  We will feature cornbread from Ann Hudspeth 

and Spoon Bread from Marion Woodson.  By popular demand, we will also serve the 

Womenôs Retreat Biscuits. 
 

Saving the best for last, we have planned great endings to the meals.  You may 

choose from several dessert options.  These include Joyce Whiteôs Ginger Bread, 

Robin Morrisô Apple Dumplings, Mignon Ballardôs Lemonade Cake, and Tillie Foxôs 

Oatmeal Pie. 
 

Please plan to join the Junior High Youth Group as we honor the great chefs from our 

church.  Seating times are 5:15 pm, 6:00 pm, and 6:45 pm.  Please contact the church 

office to reserve (803) 547-5543.   Donations will be accepted, and will go toward 

Junior High Youth mission work. 

Cherub and Junior Choir 
The Cherub Choir will be singing for the 8:45 am service this week.  Parents are asked to 

have their children in the sanctuary at 8:10 am to get their robes on and get lined up.  Cherubs 

will have their regular rehearsal on Sunday at 5:15 pm.   

Junior Choir Time Change: The Junior Choir will meet this Sunday from 4:15 to 5:15 pm. 



 

 

 

 

 
 

 

Nov.  18 Lynn Bergman, Bill Boan,  

  Brenda Campbell, Cory Chase,  

  Ann Hudspeth 

 19 Jerry Brady, Catherine Cole, Buddy Culp 

 20 Greg Camenisch, Paul Diedrich, John Wolf 

 21 Bob Derrick, Emelia Howell,  Ira Ussery, 0Jim Wilson 

 22 Matt Diedrich, Olivia Weeks 

 23 Beverly Bayne, Alejandro Lopez, Joe Swinford,  

  Carter Thomasson 

 24 Joseph Banks, Lauren Ficklen, Chris Wolfe 

Extended Nursing Care 
 

Ethel Clarke — Alterra Sterling    

     House,  Rock Hill 

Anne Elliott — Laurel Crest,  

     West Columbia 

Dot Hill — Westminster, Rock Hill  

Pug & Dot Hollis — Presbyterian     

     Communities of SC- Clinton 

Alice Horten —  Presbyterian  

     Communities of SC- Clinton 

Sis Moredock — Presbyterian  

     Communities of  SC- Summerville  

Trudie Robertson —  Presbyterian       

     Communities of SC-  Clinton 

Newsletter Publication 
Deadline: Sunday, Nov. 9 at  6 pm  

for   Issue Date:    Thurs., Nov. 13 
 

Submit information to:  

Brynne  Fisher  via  emai l  a t : 

brynne@yourcardsolution.com.    

Note the next deadlines: 

Deadline: Sun. Nov. 16 at 6 pm  

 for Issue date: Nov. 20 

Deadline: Sun. Nov. 23 at 6 pm  

 for Issue date: Nov. 27 

Attendance & Offering 

November 2,  2008  
8:45 am:                                                          198 

11:00 am:       262 

Unity Hall:           22 

Total Worship Attendance:              482       

Sunday School:                                               211 

Regular Offering:                                     $19,035.33 

Building Fund:                                                        $8,673.80 

Unity has no debt as of October 10, 2007. 

Prayers of Concern 
 

Ted and Susan Benfield and 

family in the death of her aunt 

Ruth Boetsch‟s mother 

Miriam McCrae 

Gina Mitchell‟s uncle 

John Welker‟s father 

Sam Wood‟s father 
 

Please continue to remember those with  

special needs. 

 

 

Nursery  Coordinator: Lynn Ringley 

8:45 am  

     Infants Cheryl Lowe, Kasey Lowe  

     2‟s & 3‟s Denise Fox 

11:00 am   

    Infants  Jan Nelson, Kristain McCabe 

    2‟s & 3‟s  Gretchen Whitesell 
 

Children in Worship 

8:45 am   

     4‟s  Vereen Brown, Taylor Brown 

     K & 1st Gr Amanda Masters, Bailey Masters  

11:00 am  

     4‟s  Lauren Lochel, Jen Greemon 

     K & 1st Gr Tammie Welch, Renee Stokes, Caroline Welch 

 
 

 

Greeters    
8:45 am   Theresa Higgins   

11:00 am Joyce Sullivan 
 

Ushers 

8:45 am  Kim Price, Bob Schaefer, Elaine Evans,  

  Ron Godfrey, Burt Welch 

11:00 am  Mike Mistler, Tracy Young, Heather Wolf,  

  Joe Swinford, Tom Spratt, Alexa Spratt,  

  Marilyn Wilbanks  

Welcome Center 

8:45 am  David Bowman  

11:00 am Bobby Martin 
 
 

 

Sunday Morning Service November 9, 2008 

Happy Birthday! 

Blood Drive Tuesday, November 18  
Donors Needed 

Blood saves livesð-and it is always needed.  Did you know that every 2 seconds in America someone needs blood?  But only 5% 

of the eligible US population donates blood in any given year.  Healthy donors are the only source of blood, and giving blood is 

simple and convenient.   
 

Unity‟s blood drive is scheduled for Tuesday, November 18, 2008  from 3:00 pm to 7:30 pm in the Fellowship Hall.  There 

will be a sign up sheet available after worship on November 9 and 16, or contact the church office (803) 547-5543 to schedule 

an appointment.  Appointments are not required but recommended.  Walk-ins are always welcome.  Our goal is 50 pints, and 

with your help we can make our goal!   Do you have questions about blood donations or donation guidelines?  Please check 

www.givelife.org or www.redcross.org.   

 

 



Meet Unityôs Elder Nominees 

 
Barry Wells grew up in Murray, Kentucky, graduated from the University of Kentucky, and now serves as District General 

Manager with SimplexGinnell in the Charlotte, NC office. He is married to Julie, Lead Teacher at Golf Hill Elementary School 

in Fort Mill, and they have one son, McIntosh, who is a freshman at the University of South Carolina. Barry has been a member 

of Unity for eight years, and during that time has served as a Deacon, as an assistant with the Shared Ministries Team, and has 

worked closely in ministry with new members, most recently working with our new Connections Class for prospective new 

members. 

 

Patty Barron grew up in Georgetown and Pawley‟s Island, SC. She attended Winthrop College before graduating from the 

University of South Carolina and taught for 35 years. She and her husband, Billy, will celebrate their 50th wedding anniversary 

on June 6, 2009. Their children are Vereen Barron Brown, William (Bo) Barron, and Mary Virginia Barron, and they also have 

four granddaughters and one grandson. Patty has served as a Sunday School teacher, circle chairperson, and as the historian for 

Presbyterian Women.  She has chaperoned numerous youth trips, completed Hospice training, and has provided leadership for 

the Prayer Shawl Ministry. 

 

Marlene Beaty was born in Charlotte and attended Women‟s College in Greensboro, where she received the Commercial 

Secretary Degree. She is married to Thomas, and they have two children and three grandchildren. Among her interests are 

sewing, knitting, cooking, camping, hiking, and travel. Marlene has been actively involved in the Caring Friends Grief Support 

Group and as the Hospice Watchman for Unity. She provided leadership for the Prayer Shawl Ministry, is serving as a member 

of the Disaster Response Committee, and has served on the Health Ministry Team. She co-chaired the last church pictorial 

directory project, and has been a participant in the Disciple 1 Bible study this year. 

 

Dannie Vaughn grew up in Fort Mill and has attended Unity her whole life. She graduated from Fort Mill High School and 

Appalachian State University. She has worked as a school librarian, first for 30 years in a North Carolina elementary school, and 

for the last two years at Lancaster High School. Dannie has previously served Unity as a deacon and elder, including service as 

our clerk of session. She has been a circle leader and a Sunday School teacher, a member of the Christian Education Ministries 

Team, has served Providence Presbytery in several capacities, and has spent about 10 years as a teacher/ helper with the 

Confirmation class, something she finds especially rewarding. 

 

David Bowman was born in Clover, South Carolina, and grew up in the United Methodist Church there. He and his wife, 

Jennifer, are the parents of two children, Matthew (5) and Catherine (3).  He is a Clemson University graduate with a degree in 

Electrical Engineering. He currently is a Financial Advisor with Wachovia Securities. He has been a member of Unity since 

2002, and during that time has served as a deacon, as a youth advisor, and as a member of the Stewardship Team. He values his 

relationship with the church and with Jesus Christ, and treasures the many friends he has made in our congregation.  He finds 

special joy in watching his children grow and mature. 

 

Robin Morris and her children, James and Emily, have been members since 2001. She immediately became involved with the 

Youth Groups, and has worked with the International Dinner for seven years. She also regularly provides breakfasts and dinners 

for youth meetings. Robin played a key role in helping Unity to join the Interfaith Hospitality Network, and has served as the 

Coordinator for that ministry the last four years. Earlier this year, Robin served as co-chair for the successful ñBuilding Unity 

with Godò Capital Campaign. She is also serving her fourth year on the Stewardship Ministry Team. She previously served as a 

Deacon for Unity, including service as their moderator. 



Meet Unityôs Deacon Nominees 

 
Tim Deacon is a native of Niagara Falls, Ontario, and is married to Nancy. They have two daughters (both married) and two 

young grandsons. He currently serves as the Quality Deployment Manager for the Credit Card Services line at Bank of America. 

Prior to that, he served as a Six Sigma instructor in process improvement curriculums. He is a graduate of Kettering University 

(General Motors Institute) with a bachelor‟s degree in Industrial and Systems Engineering and holds a Masters degree in 

Business Administration from Niagara University. Tim has been actively involved in our Interfaith Hospitality Ministry, 

participates in the Men‟s Prayer Breakfast, and is active on the team preparing an Emergency/Disaster Preparedness Plan for 

Unity. 

 

Jessie Little is a life-long South Carolinian. She has worked as a teacher, and on special projects in the College of Education for 

Winthrop University. She grew up in the United Methodist Church, where she served in numerous leadership roles. Jessie and 

her husband, John, joined Unity in 1997 along with their children, Rob and Elizabeth. Since becoming part of the Unity family, 

she has been active with Presbyterian Women, serving as circle chair and most recently as Moderator of Presbyterian Women. 

She has served on the Congregational Care Ministries Team, served breakfast for the Senior High Prayer Breakfast, and 

participated in the Prayer Shawl ministry. A particularly rewarding experience was serving on the recent Capital Funds  

ñBuilding Unity with Godò Campaign, where she served as co-chair of the Special Events Committee and as recorder. 

 

Rachel Scott grew up in the Presbyterian Church in Louisiana, and is married to Wade Scott. They have two sons, Andrew, a 

junior at Wofford College, and Todd, a freshman at Clemson. She and her family have been members at Unity since 1996. 

During her time here, she has been involved with our Children‟s Choirs, in Junior High and Senior High Youth ministry, and as 

a shepherd for new members. She worked closely with the pastors for several years in doing follow-up with church visitors. She 

also has taught children‟s Sunday school, has chaperoned youth trips to Montreat, and has worked to enhance our church library. 

She has previously served as both an elder and deacon at Unity. She is also employed part-time at Winthrop University. 

 

Angela Sheets comes from a family of Baptist ministers. In addition, her mother Joan Reid (now a member of our congregation) 

has served as a Christian educator and musician.  She is married to Ken Sheets and their children are Elizabeth, Ashleigh, and 

Taylor. They were drawn to Unity by our rich worship experience and outstanding youth program. As a member of Unity, 

Angela has been involved with Interfaith Hospitality Network, and is a member of the new Commitment Team. She plays in the 

Handbell Choir and is currently enjoying her time of study in the Disciple 1 Class. Outside of Unity, she is employed by 

Microsoft, as the Business Productivity Marketing Manager in the Southeast US. She plays the piano, and enjoys dance and 

musical theater, but her favorite hobby is cheering on her children in their team sports. 

 

Karen Steika is married to Nils Steika, and they have three children and three grandchildren. Before moving to Tega Cay, she 

was a member of Christ Community Church, a congregation of the Reformed Church of America, in Utica, New York. At Christ 

Community, she was a Sunday school teacher, on the nursery school board, and also served as church secretary for twelve years. 

She and her husband joined Unity in 2000. She has been heavily involved in Presbyterian Women‟s ministries, and has served as 

a circle chair, as moderator, and on the women‟s retreat committee.  She also sings in the Chancel Choir, serves on the Shared 

Ministries Committee, and is currently participating in the Disciple II Bible Study. She is committed to growing in the grace and 

knowledge of Lord, Jesus Christ. 

 

Jackson Windell is a Fort Mill native, and a life-long member of Unity Presbyterian Church. He comes from a family with deep 

roots at Unity, and with a long tradition of involvement with the congregation. Jackson is married to Beth, who works in Unity 

Preschool, and they have three children—Thomas, John, and Ann. Jackson graduated from Clemson University, and currently 

works at Coca-Cola Bottling Company Consolidated in Charlotte. His interests include golf, reading, and coaching youth 

activities, as well as participation in worship and other church activities. Jackson is deeply honored and humbled by this 

nomination, and is committed to using all his gifts in God‟s service as a deacon. 

 

Lou Wylie was born in Chester, South Carolina, and was raised in the First Baptist Church there, where she and her husband, 

Ed, were married. They have been members of Unity since 1985, and are the parents of two children, Patrick and Susan, both of 

whom are married. During her time at Unity, Lou has taught 5th and 6th grade Sunday school, taught in Vacation Bible School, 

and has served as a nursery volunteer, as a Care Team Member, and as a new member shepherd and conversationalist. Lou also 

was pleased to serve on the search committee that brought Dan and Carol Holloway to Fort Mill. She is currently a member of 

the Disciple I Class, and is especially excited about serving Unity at this pivotal time in our church‟s history. 
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Dear Friends, 
 

Sunday, November 9, is Stewardship Dedication Sunday 

at Unity. We will share our commitments of time, talent, 

and treasure for the work of our church in the year 2009.   

Please bring your commitment information with you to 

worship on Sunday.  There will be extras in the Narthex 

if you forget.  We will all bring our commitments 

forward as a part of worship this week. 

 

Please call the church office right away if your packet has not yet arrived. 

We've experienced problems with the postal service over the last few weeks 

that have caused delays in the delivery of newsletters and stewardship 

information. Let us know what you need, and we'll make sure you get it as 

soon as possible. 

       In Christôs Service,                                    

       Dan  

               

Rev. Dr. Dan Holloway 

 

Visit our web site 

www.unityfortmill.org 


