Incarnation Parish Council

Meeting Minutes

February 16, 2010

1. Call to Order/Opening Prayer – President John Zupko called the meeting to order at 7:00 PM.  Father Johnston lead the attendees in an opening prayer.

2. Roll Call  

Present:  George Buckland, Terri Gannon, John Mirenda, Maureen Costello, Dave Zarzycki, Maria Schaffner, Dan Golden, Sister Denise, Father Johnston, and John Zupko

Absent:  Janet Priest and Father Romano

3. Approval of Minutes – George Buckland recommended changes to reflect his committee members.  A motion to approve the minutes as corrected was made and seconded and were unanimously approved.

John Zupko mentioned that Tim Benson and Chad Bruner have resigned from Council.  With Anne’s resignation earlier Council now has three vacancies going into the election.

4. Pastor’s Report – Father Johnston mentioned that construction was moving along quite nicely with the exception of the exterior work which has been delayed due to the weather.  The entrance canopy is being replaced.  Snow removal has cost $24,000.00 to date.  Father mentioned that snow removal and landscaping will go out for competitive bids next year.

Father indicated weekend collections are doing well and have paid off $38,500.00 on our loan for the new addition.  Our goal is to pay off $5,500.00 each month on the loan.  Father expects to begin moving into the new addition some time in March.

Sister Denise indicated that a parishioner has donated “time and material” to paint the interior walls of the Hall with his crew.  Sister gave him the “go ahead”.  This offer will be recognized in the bulletin and on the website.

5. Committee Reports 

Weaving the Way – George Buckland

George presented the work his committee has done so far regarding the “stewardship” project for the church.  The members followed the presentation with a handout provided by George.  In essence the focus will be on “time” and “talent” with “treasure” to follow.  The emphasis will be on “Weaving the Way” with “Lifelong Faith Formation” and “Lay Ministries” as the mainstays.  There was discussion regarding the mission statement and whether the pastoral priorities and goals of a vibrant parish were addressed. Comments, in addition to those stated at the meeting were to be submitted to George within one week. Council unanimously agreed with George’s recommendations to continue to move forward with the project and to develop the next steps.

6. Old Business

Elections – John Zupko spoke about Council elections realizing we now have three vacancies due to the resignations of Ann Spross, Tim Benson and Chad Bruner.  There were discussions regarding formal elections with parishioners filling out a ballot versus placing names in a hat and drawing out the required number to fill the vacancies (i.e. the “fish bowl” method).  In the end, it was decided to contact those candidates from last year who were not elected and to place a notice in the bulleting requesting self-nominations for the three vacancies.  If three or less persons show an interest, elections would not be necessary as the three or less win by default.  Information regarding elections requesting self-nominations to fill the vacancies will appear in the bulletin and on the website.

7. New Business

a. Hospitality Committee – Father mentioned that Ronnie and Eileen who currently co-chair the Hospitality Committee will be stepping down in June.  Council was asked to be on the look-out for anyone that might be interested in chairing this committee.

b. Bereavement Committee is in the works with Kay Peters and Janet Priest working on this

c. Sister Denise showed Council the “help wanted” brochure with the ministries listed and key contact persons.  Sister was given the approval to have the pamphlet printed in color with the ministries listed with contact information and a brief description explaining the ministry.

d. The Knights of Columbus were recognized for coordinating and sponsoring the Pride in Our Priests Dinner, which was a success.

e. Father Romano will be coordinating plans regarding the ordination of Jon Thomas in May with more information to come in March’s meeting.  

f. Maria Schaffner mentioned the April 18 dedication of the Kernan Hall and will be looking for some help with the hospitality plans after each Mass that weekend.

      8.  Next Meeting – March 9, 2010 @ 7:00PM in the Hall. 

9. Closing Prayer/Adjournment – Father Johnston led the group in a closing prayer prior to adjournment.

