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PURPOSE OF FIRST METHODIST PRESCHOOIL.,

The purpose 1s to give the preschool children
of irst United Methodist Church and the
community a solid foundation upon which to
build their formal education and spiritual
life. The Preschool shall strive to teach the
whole chuld i an accepting, loving Christian

environment, and m partnership with the family.



The philosopity of First Methodist Preschool
1s o accept every ciuld at his or her own
level and to nurture each ehld to fus or her
fuliest potential, To fuifilf this, we are

commutted to the following:

* the Lord  to conduet ourselves and our
program n a Christian manner, so that
our example will be a true witness io
the ¢ bh;m. en.

o

*the church family  to provide an exciting
and respectable program, i exchange
for their faith, trust and prayers.

“the families of the community  to give
their children the necessary social, emotional,
physical, intellectual and spiritual growth
to enable them to be happy, secure, successiul

and responsibte individuals.

We strive to provide age appropriate curricujum
so that the two year olds act like two year oids
and likewise for the threes and fowrs. We are
aggressive in identifying any fimitations and
lack of normal developmental progress so that
intervention in the specific growth area can be

provided to ensure that the child has an optimum

chance of success in the elementary years of school.
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OUR COALS
Our commutment to you and your child is to
provide an environment that will be exciting
and rewarding, We wiii do this with a variety
of topics, holiday activities and traditions, a
wide selection of art media, field trips, cooking
experiences, safety precautions, nursery rhymes

and fairy tales, Bible stories and other children’s

classic firerary selections. In addition to the

curriculum, the children will grow to love and
appreciate adults outside the farmily, learn to
share and play with other children and learn

to be attentive to schedules and responsibilities.

Alter all of that, we do, with the three and
four year olds, find time for numbers and
fetters so they wifl be weil prepared

for kindergarten.

We have chapel once a week where they
learn to begin a relationship with God
tories of the Bible. Growth
i Christian concepts Js gradual, but through
the association with teachers who are
growing in spiritual knowledge, the children

will learn to be kind, loving, patient and good.

We also provide an excellent music program
where the two, tiwee and four year olds learn
basic musie concepts: rhythm, loud and soft,

fast and slow, mstruments. They also develop

memorization skills through singing and playing.

e



2008-2009 CALENDAR

t'niday, October 17

Friday, October 24

Wednesday, October 29

Thursday, Gctober 30

2 Ys

Thursday, November 20

Monday through Friday

34

November 24-28
Wednesday, December 17
Friday, December 19

Saturday, December 20-

Sunday, January 4, 2009

Prescheol begins!
Preschool GLOSED

Pumpkn carving party 6:30

and Trunk or Treat!

Halloween Parade and Party 9:30

Hailoween Parade and Party 9:30
Thanksgiving Feast 10:30

Thanksgiving Holidays
Preschool CLOSED

Christrnas Program 9:30-10:30
L.ast day before Christinas break

{Christmas Vacation

Chnistmas Vacation

Praise Him, Praise Him! Jesus Christ 1s Born!



2008-2009 CALENDAR

Monday, January 5

Friday, January 10
19

Monday, January

Thursday, February 12
Friday, February 13

Sarurday, March 28 -

Sunday, April 5
Thursday, April 9
Friday, April 10
Sunday, Apri 12
Monday, Apni 13
Tuesday, April 14

PS8 MNawv 292
Friday, May 22

Tuesday, June 2

Preschool reopens 20G09!

Preschool CLLOSED

Martin Luther King Day CLOSED

Vaientine's Day Parties(T, Th)
Valentine's Day Parties(5 day, MWF)

Spring Break
Spring Break

Easter Hunt and Picnic 9:45
Good Friday Preschool CLOSED
Faster

Church and Preschool CLOSED
Preschool reopens

iast day of Preschool

Public schools out

Have a wonderful Summer with your family!



STAFF MEMBERS

All staff members are licensed and certified bythe Pinellas County License Board,

Our education backgrounds range from Master’s Degrees in Farly
Childhood - to Associate of Arts degrees in Early Childhood,

They have worked at this preschool from three years to twenty-two years.

complete a sixty hour preparation course concerning the young
child and each year an additional ten hours must be completed by each
staff member. Sinee June, 1995, all caregiver centers for young children must
have a CDA (Child Development Equivalency), in the proper ratio, as mandated
by the state. The staff involved with the VPK (Voluntary Pre Kindergarten)

Y

state program provided here are alf VPK certified by the state.

All of our staff members are active in the life of this church
or their own family church, and maintain a healthy refationship

with the Lord as thewr provider and mentor,

We are aggressive in recognizing the strengths and weakunesses
in each child as they progress ateach age level.
'The social and emotional needs of each child are a primary focus

and interaction with the farmly 15 important to us.

We enjoy a fun and positive working environment that permeates

our relationsiup with the children, the famiies and each other.

If there is anything you need to discuss about your
child's progress or performance, piease see your
child's teacher or the director, if you have bookkeeping
questions, piease ask in the office or see the director.
Neither-office personnel nor classroom aides are

is the teacher’s professional privilege.

~d



STAFE FOR 2008-2009

{f you have any questions, we encourage you to call us at home!

Janet Shoaf director,4 year olds 222-5617
Dina Succow 4 year olds 522-80206
Grace Watters 4 year olds 527-7935
Lileen Fodges 4 year olds 895-4341
Laura Howry 3 year olds 560-3061
Damela McCown 3 year olds 420-7818
Pam Hodge 2 year olds 367-4607
Kristin Georgevich 2 year olds 894 -3444
Cyndi Huston office, bookkeeping, children's records
Amy McKalvey chapel, music

Aimee Ratchiff office

Megliann Dubiel  VPK certified assistant teacher in the 4s

Knsta Donovan teacher assistant, 3 year olds
Kim Eliison teacher assistant, 3 year olds, 2 year olds
Renee Reales teacher assistant, 2 year olds

Debbie Pobzeznik  feacher assistant, 2 year ofds

e-mail address  janetshoal@gmail.com  jshoaf@fumcsp.org

These assistants are required by the License Board to ensure the required teacher/student rato.



ENROLLMENT POLICY o

We offer the following classes:
2 classes of 2 year olds.....M-F, MWF or TR
2 classes of 3 year ofds..... M-I', MWT or TR

2 classes of 4 year olds.....M-F, MWF or TR, VPK--5 days only
According to the License Board requirernents, the
maximum number of children per day with ane teacher, 1s as follows;
2 year olds...10 3 year olds...15 4 year olds...20 VPK...10 (20 with 2 teachers)
¥With full time aides m each classroom, we can-accomaodate more children
than the ratio due to the spaciousness of our classrooms.
Chifdren must be the class age at the beginning of the school year to participate.
They wiil remain in that class for the duration of the year.
FEES

LS B

Registration - $100; $170 family......retuning students - $60; $95 family
church members - $75; $130 family......returning students - $50; $85 family

Tuition (annual) - 2 days...$1,120 3 days..$1,560 5 days...$2160
8 equal payments: 2 days-$140 3 days-$195 5 days-$270
Supply Fee (due in September) - 5 days-$100 3 days-$75 2 days-$50
VPK (provided by the state)

VPK Parents will be charged for approximately ten days that the four year olds will
attend, that are not covered by the state. This will keep therr number of days the same as
the two and three year olds. This can be paid any time during the school year.
“*There wili be no tuition payment due in December or May**

You will receive a statement monthly reflecting the tuition payment due and the
previous month's funeh and extended charges. in May, you wiii owe
for any extended care use The payment is due before the 10th of the month;

a $5 late fee will be charged for payments received after the 5th.

A $20 fee will be charged if the payment is not paid before the next statement. For any
returned checks, you wiil be charged the bank’s rate. If for any reason, you need an

extension of the payment date, please see the director,



EARLY DROP-OFF, LUNCH AND EXTENDED CARE 10
Early drop-off will begin at 8:00 am. $5.00 is charged daly until 8:50,
regardless of drop-off time. The charges will be on your monthly statement.
The children will alt be in one rcom with a licensed staff member

We will need you to reserve a space by Friday the week before you use the service.

Lunch is offered daily until 1:00.
Drive-thru pick-up after lunch is available.

Parents provide a lunch and a drink. Please include utensils.

Do not send sodas, glass containers, gum or candy.

Please label the lunch box and all food storage containers.
A cold pack is encouraged. Please label the cold pack!
Nap time is offered daily until 3:00. Each child is provided with his or her

own cot and sheet. They use their blankets from their cubbies.

#FEES -daily $5 early drop-off $5lunch $10 lunch and extended care
#VPK children are responsible for any of the aforementioned fees.

Parents MUST sign their child's name in the appropriste place on the
LUNCH CLIPBOARD to indicate lunch only (L) or lunch and n
If you use the drive-thru, please tell the staff member at the door.
Your child often can't remember; (or doesn't want to!)

 DRIVE-THRU SERVICE is offered at 1:00 after lunch and at 3:00
after nap time. After 1:10 and 3:10, you will be charged a $5 late pick-up fee.
If you are running late, call us at (727)822-8767; then no charge!
If you pick them up inside, please inform the staff member with the clipboard
that your child is leaving. Please remind your caregivers to notify us, also,
" You will be billed the following month for any early drop-off, lunch or
extended care usage. *At any time, difficulty with any payment can
be discussed and/or negotiated with the director. Please ask.



DROP-OFF AND PICK-UP PROCEDURE i
ARRIVAL

Driving EAST 1n the alley, entering from dih sireet, the fine for drop off and

pick up forms. Piease do not cut into the line from the parking lot.
Pass the parking iots until you arrive at the covered doorway. A staff member will
be there from 8:50 uniil 9:10. After the child is a safe distance from the car,
continue through the alley to 3rd Street, which is one way to the left.
Please be aware that the ailey is now a one-way street entering from 4th Street.
if no one 15 at the door, piease do not honk, get out of your car or send your child

in unattended; someone will be there mornentariy to assist you.

If you are walking your chiid in, you may ONLY park in spaces marked CHURCH.
STAFF PARKING i.0T IS OFT LIMITS AT ALL TIMES, ALL YRAR

This request wili be strictly enforced.

Children wiil be permiried in the classrooms at 8:50.

Up uniil that time, the teachers are still making preparations, and are often not in their
classroorns to supervise. If you arrive before then, yonr child can be supervised by a
licensed staff member for a smail daily fee. You may remain with your child on the

playground or in the foyer. Please do noi offer to waich other children or take them to

the playground after they have arrived and are in our care. Please be mindful that the teachers
and aides are planning for the day and need ihelr tnoruing tirme to prepare.

At NO time shall your child be allowed to enter or leave the building, withoui an adult.

Some may ask to be allowed to come in on their own; this is not the place to exercise independence.

VPK Children Drop-off
These children can be dropped off at 8:35, with any siblings in the program.
No other children can be dropped off at this time. If you do noi have a VPK child in your car,
DO NOT get in the car lirie before 8:50. The state requires prompiness and regular attendance
in exchange for the provision of all fees for your child to attend.
Please ensure they are in the classroom at 8:45. At the end of each month,
it is mandatory for you to sign a certification of atiendance provided by the school.
Any absence must be documented with a note explaining the absence.

Both of these things are requured for payment from the state.



PICK-UP 12
The children wiil be dismissed at the covered drop-off
area at 12 noon. While hng up, please keep the aliey free for
traffic, and remain i your car. A staff memiber wiil put your child
in the car; in a child-restraint seat. The seat must be in the back seat
on the right side of the car, not behind the drniver. The pick-up area
will remain open untii 12:10, 1:10 after lunch and 3:10 afier nap.
VPK Children PICK-UP
These children will be dismissed at 12:15 along with any siblings.
The siblings will play in a classroom with a staff member while they

wait for VPK dismissal time at 12:15. They can be picked up at car line.

You may also come in to pick up your chiid. Please remain in the main hail,
adjacent to the preschiool hall, urial the children have been disriigsed.
Always be sure the child's teacher 1s aware thai you are taking your child.

Please inforrm othér adults who riay be picking up your clild of the proper procedure.

After 12:10, 1:10 for lunch and 3:10 for nap, a late pick-up fee wili
he charged, unless previous arrangements have been made,

or you have called indicating that you wili be late. Please ask!

Regular atiendance and punictuality are obligations that build résporisibility and a sirong
serise of belongmg. At the same time, being picked up promiptly builds trust anid fosiers
spontaneous conversation ahout the day's activities. Respect your child's excitement
about the school day by riot being on the mobile phone wher ihey get ui the car,

If your child arrives afier the art aciivity has begun or is completed,

the teacher is not expected to make that activity up with your child.

*Carpool arrangements should be given to the director.

*Notify us when other people will be picking up your cluid.

*We must have a NOTE from BOTH parents if a child is going home with a friend.

*We MUST have car seats for 2 and 3 vear ofds on FIELD TRIPS.
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Qur program welcomes and encourages-parent
participation. Due to the many field trips, plays,
cooking activities and class antics, we are always+a
need of wiliing and heipful parents. When you see
activities in the newsletter that seem fun or busy,
please offer to help. We love the extra help and usually

your child will feel pretty speciat!

Allowing time for adjustment and routine, parents
el

and visitors may observe after October 15. Please

make arrangements with the teacher.

We would like someone from each class to volunteer
io be a HOMEROOM MOM! Ttus parent will help get
field trip drivers, and secure volunteers for special
events. At Christmas, we need several volunteers

FLA

from each class 1o work at Santa's Gift Shop.

Piease check the newsletters.

There are several events throughout the year that
you will want to include on your calendar. They are
the FHalloween Parade, our Thanksgiving celebration,

our Christmas program and

the annual Easter Egg Hunt and Picnic.

Please join us for a few of the year's activities.

We look forward to sharing our fun with you!



BIRTHDAY CELEBRATIONS

We encourage birthday celebrations at school!
Everyone likes to have a special day and bring in treats
to share. If your child has a summer birthday, the
teachers make arrangements to celebrate these at the
end of the year. Please give your ehild’s teaciier
a week's notice when you are planning to celebrate,

so she can be prepared.

Cupeakes are very popular with the children. They aiso
enyjoy snack trays, ice cream treats and frui. We

¢ - - Iy ¥ 11 -
mvite you teo join us for the celebration.

I’iease do not send in party favors, and please do
not send in or pass out party invitations at
school uniess you are including the whole elass.
The chddren who do get invited talk about 1t for days

and the ehidren who aren't mvited are very disappointed.

SNACKS

We are requured by the License Board to include two
food groups in each daily snack. We have 100%
juice, mulk or water and a wide vanety of fun
snacks each week. Many of you like to send in
snacks that you and your ciuld may have prepared
together.._please do! It's a lot of fun to send
something for the letter of the week or for the

theme or topic that the children are working on.

I



FIRST METHODIST PRESCHOOL 15
DISCIPLINE POLICY

The 1985 Fiorida Legisiature adopted a law to further protect children
i child care. The law addresses child discipline-in child care, -and states: -

1. Child care faciiities must ensure that age appropriate, constructive
disciplinary practices are used for children,.in care.

a) Children shall not be subjected to discipline which is severe,
humiliating or frightening.

b) Discipline shall not be associated with food, rest or toileting.

¢} Spanking or any other form of physical punishment is prohibited.

2. Prior to admission of a child to a child care facility, the faciiity shall
notify the parents in writing of the disciplinary practices used by the facility.
The specific types of discipline used for each age group must be included in
the written material provided to parents. Verification that each child care
facility has provided parents in writing the disciplinary practices used by the
facility shall be documented on the enroliment form or an equivalent form
with the signatures of the parent.

in compliance with this law, First Methodist Preschool has prepared
the following, regarding our child discipline poiicy, for parents. The
Preschool believes in, and abides by the above Fiorida law when discipline

IS Necessary.

o S Y wru



FIRST METHODIST PRESCHOOQOL DISCIPLINE POLICY 18

Our policy prohibits chiidren from being subjecied to discipline which is severe,
humiliating, frightening or associated with food, rest, or toileting. Spanking or
any other form of physical punishment is prohibited by ali child care personnel.

<
m—

selieve that many discipline problems can be prevented. To that end, we
recogniz f_ he n

=

or and vaiue of:

{['[]l

& necessity

*careful scheduling of the day
“carefuiiy explained expectations
*appropriate expectations of individual children
*nositive communigation techniques
*positive reinforcement
*a parinership with parenis
“consistency
In spite of all we do, sometimes inappropriata behavior does happen.
it will be discouraged by:

*immediate response to behavior (eye {0 eve contact with child, discussion about behavior)
*redirecting the chiid
*appropriate and positive time out management (child separated from others, within view of caregiver: o

give child time to collect himself and think abou the infraction) not as punishment and not
{0 exceed 5 minutes
*conference with parents to ensure reinforcement at home

Should saevere ar continued disruptive behavior which threatens the weii-being of other chiidren

of disrupts the daily routing, the Preschool may:

*communicate oraily or in writing with the parents about behavior

*require wiitien assurance from parents that such behavior wili not occur; including, if

appropriate, an agreement {o indemnify the Preschool and hoid the Preschooi harmiess from
any damage that the Preschool, its Board of Directors or employers may incur or
as a rasulf of any such behaviar.

“the Preschool Board may review such behavior and make recommendations on action deemed
anpropriate

*the Preschool may take any other action deemed appropriate by the Director and/or the Board.

Ve shaii avoid ihe use of negative discipline praciices such as yeiling or embarrassing the chiid.
These practices do not teach the child what to do, do not change behavior in the long term, and may

harm the relationship belween tha teacher and child.

We use the foliowing age-appropriaie guidelines:

AGES3 2and 3 AGES 4and 5
*Prevention 8Bame as 2 and 3 year ofds, and inciuding:
*Diversion
*Use of clear, simple language *Have child explain consequences of behavior
“Age-appropriate choices given and take responsibility for his actions

*Removal from situation “Provisions of chailenging activities



CLOTHING

Clothing needs to be do-it-yourself, primarily. k needs
to be easily managed for toileting and diapering, as
well as durable for playground activities and painting.
We provide paint smocks for the children, but accidents do happen!
We are mindful of protecting the clothing; we do our best
choosing washable paint products.

LAREL! LABEL! LABEL!
*lackets, sweaters, raincoats
*small blanket for rest time and naps
*small box of tissue

*change of clothing, all pieces, in large zip-lock ba
8 g allp 8¢ ZIf g

We go outside daily, except for ramn, and depend on you to provide adequate outer

garments. Our playground 1s shaded most of the morning.

DIAPERS**must be provided by you! Pull-ups are not
convenient or sanitary when tending to an entire
class. Please use regular disposables. We want
the 2 year olds in diapers until they are fully
tramed. We do not have fime to assist in the process...
We expect 3 year olds to be trained...if you have a

medical exception, please see the director.

SHOES**we strongly discourage sandals, flip-flops,
shoes with no socks and boots. These types of shoes often

get caught in the equupment on the playground.

Blankets will be sent home periodically, for laundering.

Don't forget to send them back!

]



HEALTH POLICY 18

it is the policy of this school to maintain good heaith practices. Florida law
requires each child to have a two-year current physical and immunization
record. It is mandatory that these forms are on file at the Preschool when
the child enters school. You will be notified in advance when either the
immunization record or physical form expires as indicated on the form
by the child's physician.

To keep the children as healthy as possible, please
do not bring your child if he or she:

. is in the first 3 days of a cold
. has had a fever within the last 24 hours
. has had vomiting or diarrhea in the last 24 hours
. has a sore throat
. has an unidentified rash
These are strictly enforced.

() I LN O B | N N

No medication is to be sent to school and no teacher
will dispense medication for illnesses. With the
consent of the Director and in the original
viai or bottie, medication can be dispensed for
maintenance of medical conditions.

You will be notified if any communicable
diseases are active in the Preschool.



RULES FOR USE OF THE PLAYGROUND

1. An adult must supervise any child using the
playground.

No climbing on top of any equipment.

N

3. The equipment is for preschool age children only. No
oider siblings, please.

4. Please keep children from climbimg the fence.

5. Botioms only, feet first going down the slides.
No climbing on the siide surface.

Shoes must be worn at ali fimes,

Q'.I

7. Shirts must be worn at ail times.

if the Preschool is in session, an adulf needs to
accompany a child inside for bathroom use.

<o

9. While the Preschool is in session, only chiidren
enrolied in preschooi may be on the piayground.

USE AT YOUR OWN RISK

**|n case of weather emergency, we wiii foliow the public school
decision to ciose. Our church building is a designated shelter for
emergencies, so in the case of a storm occurring midday, we are
secure if the weather conditions prevent you from coming for your
child. The church number is 894-4661 the preschool is 822-8767.



9.00 - 9:15
915 - 9:45
9:45 -10:15
10:15- 10:40
10:40 - 10:50
10:50 - 11:10
11:15-11:45

11:45- 12:00

9:.00 - 9:30
9:30 - 9:45
2:45 -10:15
10:15 - 10:4Q
10:45-11:15
11:15- 11:25
11:25-11:45

11:45 - 12:00

845 - 9:00
9:00 - 10:15
10:15 -10:45
10:45-11:15
11:15-11:30
11:30-12:00
12:00-12:15

DAILY CLASS SCHEDULES

2 YEAR OLDS

CIRCLE TIME, GET ACQUAINTED
ART PROJECT OR OTHER TEACHER DIRECTED GROUP ACTIVITY
QUTDOOR ACTIVITIES

WASH HANDS, SNACK, BATHRQOM AND DIAPER CHANGING
REST (MAY INCLUDE STORY)

MUSIC EXPLORATION (SONG & DANCE, RHYTHM INSTRUMENTS, ETC )

FREE PLAY AT INTEREST AND ACTIVITY CENTERS
WITH TEACHER INTERACGTION
CLEAN UP, PREPARE FOR DISMISSAL

3 YEAR OLDS

LEARNING TOYS AT TABLES (MANIPULATIVES)

CIRCLE TIME (SONGS, FINGER PLAYS, GAMES)

ART PROJECT OR OTHER TEACHER DIRECTED GROUP ACTIVITY
BATHROOM, WASH HANDS, SNACK

QUTDOOR ACTIVITIES

REST (MAY INCLURE STQRY)

FREE PLAY AT INTEREST AND ACTIVITY CENTERS

WITH TEACHER INTERACTION

CLEAN UP, PREPARE FOR DISMISSAL

4 YEAR OLDS

CIRCLE TIME, SHOW AND TELL, OPENING EXERCISES
LANGUAGE, ART, MUSIC

OQUTDOOR ACTIVITIES

BATHRQOM, WASH HANDS, SNACK

MATH CONCEPTS, MANIPULATIVES

FREE PLAY BETWEEN CLASSROOMS

CLEAN UP, DISMISSAL
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