Emanuel’s Lutheran Church

Confirmation Policy

For Parents/Guardians and Prospective Confirmands

As described in the Lutheran Book of Worship, the Affirmation of Baptism Service marks the completion of Emanuel’s program of Confirmation Ministry.  Confirmation Ministry is a period of instruction in the Christian faith as confessed in the teachings of the Lutheran Church.  The service also marks the beginning of young adult membership in the congregation.  In Baptism, we become children of God and members of His church. Confirmation includes public profession of the faith into which all were baptized, thus underscoring God’s action in their Baptism.  

Confirmation is not a graduation-type event.  Rather, it is the beginning of adult ministry in the church.  Confirmation ministry is a pastoral and educational ministry of the church that helps the baptized members identify more deeply with the Christian community and participate more fully in its mission and ministry.

Please remember, confirmation is a rite, not a right.  Chronological age does not necessarily indicate a readiness for this faith journey milestone.  Each young person must decide for him/herself whether the time is right.  Emanuel’s confirmation program is designed to foster the individual’s spiritual maturity in anticipation of their Affirmation of Baptism.  

1. Catechetical Instruction classes are a study of Luther’s Small Catechism.  Regular class attendance is required.  Makeup work will be assigned for missed classes.  This is especially important because the confirmation instruction is on a 2-year cycle for the topics covered.

2. Regular attendance and participation in Worship is expected.  It is at worship that we hear God’s Word and receive the sacraments.

3. Service as an acolyte and participation in servant activities is required.  This is how our youth experience God’s command to go and serve others.  

4. Regular attendance at Sunday School is strongly encouraged.  The Sunday School class is an extension of Emanuel’s confirmation program.  This is a time for Bible Study and conversing with peers regarding interpretation of the Scriptures for life in the 21st century.

5. We recognize that Christianity is all about relationships both with God (vertical) and with one another (horizontal).  Participation in fellowship activities encourages and strengthens relationships within the group.  It also helps our young people learn social skills as defined in Scripture, i.e. respect for one another.

6. Confirmation Camp is an important opportunity to build relationships with other Lutheran youth and to share experiences and create memories and friendships that last a lifetime.  All confirmation students are encouraged to attend Confirmation Camp in the summers following each year of confirmation instruction.  Pastor Paul requires all confirmation students to attend at least one week of Confirmation Camp.

The Congregation Council has authorized the Youth and Family Ministry Committee to keep attendance records for all phases of the program.  Review of the participation by the prospective confirmands will be done periodically by the Committee and at mid-year of the second year.  Students and their parents/guardians will be notified if requirements are not being met. If a student is having difficulty completing the program, they will be given sufficient opportunity to make up deficiencies before their Affirmation of Baptism.

******************************************************************************************************************************

I have read Emanuel’s Confirmation Policy and understand what is expected of me as a candidate for confirmation.

_________________________________________________________________________________________________

Confirmation Student’s Signature
Date

I have read Emanuel’s Confirmation Policy and understand what is expected of my son or daughter as a candidate for confirmation.

_________________________________________________________________________________________________

Parent/Guardian Signature
Date

