EASTER 5 - EVENING PRAYER - YEAR 1 – MAY 19 2019
The First Reading: Wisdom of Solomon 7:22—8:1

Reader: A Reading from the Wisdom of Solomon.
Wisdom, the fashioner of all things, taught me. There is in her a spirit
that is intelligent, holy, unique, manifold, subtle, mobile, clear,
unpolluted, distinct, invulnerable, loving the good, keen, irresistible,
beneficent, humane, steadfast, sure, free from anxiety, all-powerful,
overseeing all, and penetrating through all spirits that are intelligent,
pure, and altogether subtle. For wisdom is more mobile than any motion;
because of her pureness she pervades and penetrates all things. For she is
a breath of the power of God, and a pure emanation of the glory of the
Almighty; therefore nothing defiled gains entrance into her. For she is a
reflection of eternal light, a spotless mirror of the working of God, and
an image of his goodness. Although she is but one, she can do all things,
and while remaining in herself, she renews all things; in every
generation she passes into holy souls and makes them friends of God,
and prophets; for God loves nothing so much as the person who lives
with wisdom. She is more beautiful than the sun, and excels every
constellation of the stars. Compared with the light she is found to be
superior, for it is succeeded by the night, but against wisdom evil does
not prevail. She reaches mightily from one end of the earth to the other,
and she orders all things well.
Reader:
People:

The Word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.
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The Second Reading: Matthew 7:7-14
Reader:

A Reading from the Gospel of Matthew.

Jesus taught his disciples, saying: “Ask, and it will be given you; search,
and you will find; knock, and the door will be opened for you. For
everyone who asks receives, and everyone who searches finds, and for
everyone who knocks, the door will be opened. Is there anyone among
you who, if your child asks for bread, will give a stone? Or if the child
asks for a fish, will give a snake? If you then, who are evil, know how to
give good gifts to your children, how much more will your Father in
heaven give good things to those who ask him! In everything do to
others as you would have them do to you; for this is the law and the
prophets. Enter through the narrow gate; for the gate is wide and the
road is easy that leads to destruction, and there are many who take it. For
the gate is narrow and the road is hard that leads to life, and there are
few who find it.”
Reader:
People:

The Word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.
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Psalm 8
Domine, Dominus noster
1 O LORD our Governor, *
how exalted is your Name in all the world!
2 Out of the mouths of infants and children *
your majesty is praised above the heavens.
3 You have set up a stronghold against your adversaries, *
to quell the enemy and the avenger.
4 When I consider your heavens, the work of your fingers, *
the moon and the stars you have set in their courses,
5 What is man that you should be mindful of him? *
the son of man that you should seek him out?
6 You have made him but little lower than the angels; *
you adorn him with glory and honor;
7 You give him mastery over the works of your hands; *
you put all things under his feet:
8 All sheep and oxen, *
even the wild beasts of the field,
9 The birds of the air, the fish of the sea, *
and whatsoever walks in the paths of the sea.
10 O LORD our Governor, *
how exalted is your Name in all the world!

Psalm 84
1 How dear to me is your dwelling, O LORD of hosts! *
My soul has a desire and longing for the courts of
the LORD;
my heart and my flesh rejoice in the living God.
2 The sparrow has found her a house
and the swallow a nest where she may lay her young; *
by the side of your altars, O LORD of hosts,
my King and my God.
3 Happy are they who dwell in your house! *
they will always be praising you.
4 Happy are the people whose strength is in you! *
whose hearts are set on the pilgrims’way.
5 Those who go through the desolate valley will find
it a place of springs, *
for the early rains have covered it with pools of water.
6 They will climb from height to height, *
and the God of gods will reveal himself in Zion.
7 LORD God of hosts, hear my prayer; *
hearken, O God of Jacob.
8 Behold our defender, O God; *
and look upon the face of your Anointed.
9 For one day in your courts is better than
a thousand in my own room, *
and to stand at the threshold of the house of my God
than to dwell in the tents of the wicked.
10 For the LORD God is both sun and shield; *
he will give grace and glory;
11 No good thing will the LORD withhold *
from those who walk with integrity.
12 O LORD of hosts, *
happy are they who put their trust in you!

