Lesson Seventeen

Announcement of Harvest and Judgment (14:1-20)

Chapter 14 continues the interlude that occurs between the seventh trumpet judgment and the bowl judgments.  Before this interlude concludes God uses a series of eclectic visions to assure His followers of His control.
The Lamb and 144,000 Followers (14:1-5)

This vision is similar to that in 7:3-8 and pictures the saints that have come through the Great Tribulation.
14:1.  Mt. Zion is used figuratively in the OT to denote the city of God or Jerusalem.  It is used to describe Israel after deliverance and victory.  The Lamb is pictured as the source of deliverance and victory.  Not a single Believer is lost.  These servants of God are sealed on their foreheads and protected as God’s possessions.
14:2.  John hears a voice from heaven.  It may have been Jesus (1:15) or one of the four creatures (6:1).  It is unimportant for John to know the exact source of the voice because it comes from heaven.  The voice is like a chorus of harpists reaching a crescendo.
14:3.  The 144,000 redeemed sing a new song.  Earlier we saw that the 24 elders sang a new song (5:9).  The new song here can only be sung by the redeemed from the earth.
14:4-5.  The 144,000 redeemed are noted for their chaste and faithful lives.  They have an uncompromising spiritual commitment.  They are not given to immorality but keep themselves pure.  They follow the Lamb wherever he leads.  They do not lie and are blameless.  They are described as first fruits to God and Jesus.  Israel is called the first fruits of God (Jeremiah 2:3).  First fruit means a part of a whole.  What is true for Israel is true of the whole people of God.  
Three Proclaiming Angels (14:6-11)

John sees three angels making important announcements related to events of the End. 
Angel 1:  Good News (14:6-7)

John sees a different angel than those referenced previously.  He was “flying in midheaven” so he could be seen by all the earth.  The message was not for saints but for every unbeliever on the earth.  The message is a call to repentance and surrender to the God of truth.
Angel 2:  Fall of Babylon (14:8)

Babylon was Israel’s great opponent in the Old Testament (Isaiah 21:9; Jeremiah 50:2; 51:8).  As we will find later in Revelation, Babylon represents the 
capital and center of the empire that seeks world domination.  Babylon will intoxicate the nations of the world with her wealth and lead them to commit spiritual immorality.  

Angel 3:  Doom and Wrath of God (14:9-11)

The third angel announces doom to people who refuse to repent and who continue to follow the beast.  Before God completes His redemptive plan, the beast and his followers must experience judgment.  The earth must be purged from evil and its proponents.  Wrath and anger are used to underscore the severity of God’s judgment.  The lake of fire (20:10,15; cp. Mark 9:43) is the final abode of the wicked.  This discredits annihilationist views and underscores the eternal nature of damnation (cp. Matthew 25:46; Mark 9:44).  It appears the greatest cause of suffering results from their sight of the Lamb and holy angels.  Oh the dread of what could have been!  
Saints of God (14:12-13)

There is a two-fold implication for the saints of God.  First is a call to persevere.  In light of the impending doom and judgment against the beast and his followers, saints are called to persevere.  Saints preserve by keeping the commandments of God and by maintaining true faith in Jesus.  Second is a blessing for persevering.  
Saints who persevere “die in the Lord.”  They have kept the faith until death.  They are promised rest from their laborious exhaustion.  They are promised reward for their laborious exhaustion.  Saints are truly blessed!  
Harvest of the Righteous and Unrighteous (14:14-20)

The series of visions in chapter 14 conclude with the harvest of the righteous and the harvest of the unrighteous (cp. Matthew 25:32).  The righteous will inherit salvation and the wicked will experience condemnation. 
Harvest of the Righteous (14:14-16)

Jesus is pictured as coming on the clouds (Matthew 24:30; 26:64; Mark 13:26; 14:62; I Thessalonians 4:17; Revelation 1:7).  The golden crown is a symbol of victory and the sickle is the instrument of harvest.  God communicates through an angel the precise time of Jesus’ coming.  God is waiting until the “earth is ripe.”  Jesus may use angels to gather the harvest but Jesus himself is the reaper.  It was Jesus’ blood that purchased the redemption of his followers (cp. chapters 19 and 20). 
Harvest of the Unrighteous (14:17-20)
Another angel “came out of the temple” because the harvest of judgment is controlled by God.  Another angel came from the altar with fire to enact judgment.  
This event is pictured as clusters of grapes being placed in the “winepress of the wrath of God.”  Verse 20 describes the winepress as being “outside the city” or New Jerusalem.  Being barred from the presence of God in itself is a judgment of sorts.  Verse 20 changes the imagery from winepress to blood.  The blood of the unrighteous covers an area equal to 200 miles.  This is the length of Palestine.  The depth of the blood flows “up to the horses’ bridles” or approximately four feet.  What is figuratively pictured is the complete slaughter of the unrighteous in Palestine who refuse to repent.  Complete devastation is promised to those who follow the beast.  
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