Lesson Twenty One

The Fall of Babylon (18:1-24)
John foresees the destruction of Babylon in remarkable detail.  The fall of Babylon is more than the destruction of a city and empire, but of a civilization. 
The Fall of Babylon Announced (18:1-3)
18:1.  John sees another angel coming from heaven.  “Great authority” suggests that the announcement of this angel originates from God.  The angel bears the countenance as one who had been in the presence of God. 
18:2.  The angel announces the fall of Babylon (cp. 14:8).  The desolation that befalls Babylon leads her along way from the wealthy and powerful hub of civilization she had become.  Babylon is a home for demons, a haunt for every evil spirit, and a haunt for every unclean and detestable bird.
18:3.  Babylon had corrupted the nations of the earth.  She seduced the nations with immorality and wealth.  Spiritual adultery is a reference to idolatry.
A Call to God’s People (18:4-5)

John hears an unidentified voice from heaven calling God’s people to come out of Babylon.  This suggests that the martyrdom of Believers, even in the capital city of the Beast, is not complete.  The two-fold purpose of this call is clear.  First, God’s people must leave the city so as not to participate in her sins.  Second, God’s people must leave the city because her destruction is immanent.  Once more John is reminded that God will remember the sins of Babylon (16:19).  
Babylon Receives Vengeance (18:6-8)

John hears a cry for vengeance against Babylon.  Scripture affirms that vengeance belongs only to God (Romans 12:19).  The day will occur when God brings justice to the earth.  A more severe punishment, “double according to her deeds,” is necessary due to the “cup” she gave others.  Babylon must be paid justice for her sins, and for the evil influence she brought to the nations of the world.  The height of Babylon’s arrogance is her boast, “I sit as a queen and I am not a widow, and will never see mourning.”  For this reason judgment will come to her quickly, “in one day.”  Her destruction will be severe through plagues, pestilence, famine and fire.  
Lament for Babylon (18:9-19)

When Babylon falls many nations and leaders lament.  Political leaders (kings), economic leaders (merchants), and business leaders (seafarers) lament the fall of Babylon.  Their weeping is not due to love for the city but for the loss they sustain from her demise.  The scope of the products listed illustrate that Babylon is the financial center of the world.  The nations marvel that in “one hour” the grander of Babylon is lost (v.17).  The nations do not assist or seek to recover the fallen Babylon; rather, they stand in observation.  The global economy collapses with the fall of Babylon.
Praise for Babylon’s Fall (18:20)

While the earth mourns, heaven rejoices.  Saints, apostles and prophets join the praise.  The source of their praise is the pronouncement of God’s judgment.  If God declares it, let the praise begin!  Praise is not for retaliation but for justice.  

The Fall of Babylon (18:21-24)
18:21.  In apocalyptic, picturesque style, judgment is likened to a great millstone cast into the water.  Babylon sinks (cp. Jeremiah 51:63).  The promise is given that she will never arise again.  

18:22-23a.  A list that describes what will never occur in Babylon again illustrates the complete destruction of the Beast’s capital.  Sounds that appealed to its culture, craftsmen will not manufacture goods, sounds of business, city lights, and marriage and feasting will not occur any longer.

18:23c-24.  Here is a restatement of the cause of Babylon’s fall. 

· Arrogance and pride: “for your merchants were the great men of the earth.” 
· Spiritual deception: “all the nations were deceived by your sorcery” (cp. 13:13; 16:14).
· Persecution of prophets and saints (18:24). 
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