Lesson Twenty Four

Judgment of Evil (20:7-15)

Final judgment follows the 1000 year reign of Christ occurs on earth.

The Battle of Gog and Magod (20:7-9)

20:7.  Satan will be released after the millennial reign of Christ.  For a brief period he is released and wages a final war with the nations.

20:8.  The names Gog and Magog symbolize evil nations and peoples (Ezekiel 38:2).  Gog and Magod represent evil nations that are spread across the earth.  No clear explanation is given for Satan’s release and deception.  It appears life in the millennium is without test so the Lord allows unregenerate man to experience spiritual testing. 

20:9.  In a similar manner as the battle or Armageddon, the nations encroach upon Palestine and engage in the final battle on earth.  Fire from heaven concludes this battle.  Fire devours the enemies of Christ and righteous citizens of the messianic order.  

Judgment of Evil (20:10-15)

20:10.  Finally the end comes to the author and originator of evil.  Satan, the one behind the antichrist and false prophet, is cast into the lake of fire (cp. Matthew 25:41).  Fire and brimstone illustrate the pain and torment of eternal separation from God.  

20:11.  It is time to commence eternal judgment.  Traditionally many have understood God judging Christians at the Judgment Seat of Christ (Romans 14:10; II Corinthians 5:10) and judging non-Christians at the Great White Throne Judgment (Revelation 20:11).  Revelation does not attempt to clarify any such distinction.  John sees God sitting on a white throne.  White denotes the glorious and pure nature of God.  Heaven and earth must pass away for a new heaven and new earth to come.  Scripture uses both images of God recreating a new heaven and new earth from the old, and also the old heaven and earth disappearing and a new heaven and earth appearing.  Peter prophesied about the earth being destroyed with fire and a new heaven and earth appearing (II Peter 3:10-13).  

12:12.  John saw two books that determine if a person’s destiny is with God or the lake of fire.  First, the Book of Life contains the names of people with eternal life.  Should a person’s name not appear in the Book of Life the destiny of the person is the lake of fire.  Second, the Book of Deeds is opened to judge the deeds of man.  Although not stated by name, this book appears to assign degrees of judgment or reward.  Books used as a 
basis of eternal justice and judgment is found elsewhere in Scripture (Exodus 32:32-33; Daniel 7:10; 12:1; Luke 10:20; Philippians 4:3; Revelation 3:5; 13:8; 21:27).  

12:13.  Hades represents the intermediate state of the wicked dead.  All the dead, whether the grave is land or sea, resurrect to final judgment.  

12:14.  Death and Hades are forever removed from the Giver of life.  All unregenerate people join the antichrist, false prophet, and Satan in the lake of fire.  While the first death is physical, the second death is spiritual.  While the first death is temporal, the second death is eternal.  Death is best understood as separation from the Giver of life, not the cessation of existence.  

12:15.  John underscores the eternal significance of having one’s name in the Book of Life.  The lake of fire is eternal separation from God and life from God.
PAGE  
99

