LITTLE ONES EXPLORE AND DISCOVER — PTAC WINTER 20HANN HIGHTOWER
The Branch School, 1424 Sherwood Forest, Houstod 37 www.thebranchschool.org

Make your Campus a resource
* Vegetable beds can take many shapes
* Wildscape in playground, with pond and “wilder” pesbehind fence
* Nestboxes and purple martin colony house, birddeeé& birdbath
* Pocket prairie
» Compost heaps & worm bin
* Indoor SunLighter carts

Explore Habitats
* Habitat definition — 4 attributes
* How this drives rules
— This is someone else’s yard and neighborhood (wé daeck it)
— Flowers are someone’s dinner (we don’t pick them)
— Birdbath is someone’s drink (we keep it clean athef)
— Nests and burrows are someone’s home (we're pelisn we look in)
This makes them comfortable

They're in a neighborhood with rules just like thewn neighborhoods
They learn who lives where, and how to keep everygafe and happy
Knowing that other creatures are living their livewler their noses, gives them interesting goingmmbserve

Lots of Interesting Plant Hunts
» Leaf shapes — everyone gets a shape, brings fistingpllection board
* Flower colors — keep tally marks of number of flesvef each color
» First-flower hunt — in native plantings, early Feadry is good time to see what's responding to gprin
» First-bud hunt — early February is also good timede tree buds swell
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Learn to recognize beneficial insects

Learn to recognize beneficial insects

Ladybug hunts with key

Assassin bug hunts (why we love aphids)

Praying mantis / Walking stick hunts
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Grow your own Cockrell Butterfly Garden

Mexican milkweeds grow Monarchs

Green beans grow long-tailed skippers

Dill, rue or fennel grow black swallowtails
Passionflowers grow Gulf fritillaries

Cassias grow sulfurs

Camphor trees grow spicebush swallowtails

Citrus trees grow giant swallowtails

Nectar plants won’'t grow caterpillars, but will teadults
Want to identify what you have? Buy Butterfliesitduston and Southeast Texhg John & Gloria Tveten

Your butterflies will lay eggs on host plants tbatldren can find

The caterpillars take such a variety of forms taldren will be fascinated

The chrysalises will be far from host plants — farsee how far caterpillars walk
New butterflies will constantly enliven your playgind and restart the cycle



Easter frog hunt teaches camouflage’s value
» Practice coloring and cutting skills

* Practice sharing a fun experience
Have one class color frogs with assigned, solidrsohnd cut them into individual pieces, then higam

» Have second class spend limited time finding frodake a bar graph of what they found
* Value of camouflage should be obvious from whicloare found the most

Hunts that require some special facilities
» If you have a pond (or can visit one)
— Take recycled plastic cups for each child to “fist” creatures with
— All creatures discovered go into bigger tub
— Tiny discoveries can be examined with Discoveryggcor QX5
» If you have some dirt you can dig in
Bury some fruit and vegetable scraps for a mohttinen you dig it up, you will find worms — and NO
leftover scraps
* Your class can make their own worm-composting syste
— Your discovered nightcrawlers will live in a plastub of moist paper strips and banana peels

— If you want to get serious, red wigglers will dogosting in a real worm bin
The students will love “unpacking” the bin onceemyto separate the fertilizer from the worms, tuesh

making them new bedding

Invite birds to your campus
e Put up a simple birdbath and make a class resgerfsibkeeping it filled with clean water

¢ Install a nestbox or two on your campus and seeaghtes to raise a family



