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WEEKLY SERVICES 
 

Sunday Eucharists 

8:00 & 10:00 am 
 

Tuesdays 10 a.m. 
Holy Eucharist  

 

Wednesdays 5:30 p.m. 
Evening Prayer 

(Eucharist first Wednesdays)  
 

Thursdays 10 a.m. 
Holy Eucharist and Healing  

CREATION SUNDAY! 
The Boniface Eco-Stewardship Team (B.E.S.T.) invites you to celebrate the 
wonder of God’s world around us. In addition to a special focus on creation 
during the morning liturgy, we will hear from guest presenter Joshua Barber, of 
the Florida Wildlife Corridor, on “The Connection, Protection, and Restoration 
of Conserved Lands and Waters Essential for the Survival of Florida’s Wildlife.” 
Sunday, April 24 at 11:15 in the Boniface Community Center. Refreshments 
will be served. 

 

SPECIAL OFFERING 

Each month, above and beyond our regular giving, we have an opportunity to 

support a specific aspect of or parish life at St. Boniface Church.  This month’s 

Special Offering is dedicated to the Staff Appreciation Fund, established by the 

Vestry as a means of recognizing the work of our staff with year-end giving, or 

honoring a member on a noteworthy occasion.  A glance at the back of this 

newsletter shows the breadth of ministries and activities the staff supports, 

ensuring that St. Boniface is a vital spiritual presence serving one another and 

our community in Christ’s name.  Your gift can be a tribute or memorial.   

Doug Francis, Vestry Sr. Warden 

FINALE CONCERT OF THE SEASON! 
We welcome back the Sarasota Youth Opera on Sunday, April 10 at 6:00 p.m. 

to culminate our amazing 2015-2016 concert series.  This will be the third visit 

of the Youth Opera to St. Boniface Church, and they are astounding – if you 

have not been to hear them yet, then mark your calendars now!   Since 1984, 

Sarasota Youth Opera has given countless young people age 8 and older an 

opportunity to experience the magic of opera through participation in 

choruses, Sarasota Opera's main stage productions, and the Youth Opera's 

own productions.  A FREE event, thanks to the Boniface Friends of Music 

(freewill offering). 

SUNDAY MORNING ADULT ED 

“Discovering God’s Vision for your 

Life:  You and your Spiritual Gifts”  

Join Associate Rector, Andi Taylor, 

Sundays at 9:00 a.m. in the Library to 

explore your God-given gifts and what 

direction they may lead! 

SUNDAY MORNING 

BOOK DISCUSSION 
 

Beginning Sunday, April 

3, we will be discussing the 
book by Richard Rohr, 
Falling Upward - A 

Spirituality for the Two Halves of Life.  
All are welcome to join us in these 
lively conversations, Sundays, 9:00 
a.m., in the St. Francis Room. 

 

PRESCHOOL SUMMER CAMP 
Our preschool is gearing up for some summer fun with art, music, science, 

fitness, drama, and many more activities. Two 4-week sessions are being offered 

for children ages 1-5 (June 6 - July 1 and July 11—Aug 5, 9 am - 1pm), and we’d 

love to have you join us!  Contact Preschool Director, Sarah Schebel, 

941-349-5616 x330 to register and learn more. 

AND the Preschool is now registering for the 2016-2017 school 

year!  Contact Sarah for details.   

KNITTED PRAYERS OF HEALING    

The St. Boniface Prayer Shawl 

Ministry has prayer shawls (for both 

men and women), lap blankets and 

chemo caps that have been knitted 

with continual prayers for their 

recipients and blessed by our clergy. 

These "knitted works of love" are for 

those in need of prayerful healing.  If 

you or someone you know might 

find comfort from one of these 

items, please contact the Rev. Andi 

Taylor (941-349-5616 x313) or Meg 

Larrabee (941-923-2062) to make 

arrangements for the delivery of one 

of these items.  



 APRIL at St. Boniface Church  

BLOOD PRESSURE SCREENING 

Take a major step in looking after your 
health!  Parishioner and Faith Community 

Nurse, Doriel Boyce, encourages you to 
partake in our complimentary 

screening on April 10 in the 
Library following the 10:00 service. 

APRIL SHOWERS us with all new hangings by our very own 

Watercolor Group.  Their talent is amazing!  You’re sure to find a piece 

that speaks to you.  All pieces are for sale, with a portion of the price 

supporting St. Boniface ministries, thanks to the artists’ generosity.  Be 

especially sure to stop by during Coffee Hour on Sunday, April 3 to 

watch art in action during the demonstration.   For information on the 

Watercolor Group and purchasing a painting, contact Jane Aguilard 

(janeaguilard@comcast.net  or 941-927-8442). 

How to Buy a Painting:  (1)  Choose your painting.   (2) 

Contact Jane Aguilard at 941-927-8442 and let her know 

the painting and the artist, and the value noted on the 

painting’s label.   (3)  Write a check to St. Boniface for the 

amount, and note the artist/painting and the value on the 

memo line.  (4)  Enjoy your beautiful new piece of artwork!  

WONDERFUL WEDNESDAYS! 

Join us for worship at 5:30 p.m. in the Church, social time and catered 

dinner at 6:00 in the Community Center, (for dinner reservations, 

please sign up at Coffee Hour or call 941-349-5616 x5 by noon the 

Tuesday before, $10pp), then a program to follow at 7:00 p.m.: 

APRIL 6 -  MAY 11:  “Follow” A video and discussion series led by Andi 

Taylor.  No matter what you believe, no matter how you behave, Jesus 

invites you to follow! Stay after dinner for a brief video presentation 

by Andy Stanley followed by conversation to help us learn to live as 

children of God.    

FOYERS SPRING PICNIC 
 

The St. Boniface Spring Picnic, sponsored by Foyers, will take place Friday, 

April 8, from 5:00 – 8:00 p.m. at the Sunset Pavilion, Siesta 

Key Beach.  Tickets are $8 per person (kids eat free), and include BBQ 

chicken, pulled pork, wine, and other beverages.  RSVP by calling (941)349-

5616 x 5) or signing up at Coffee Hour (by April 3).  Reservations are 

required, and your payment confirms your reservation.  Please send in your 

check by April 3rd, payable to St. Boniface Church, noting "Foyers Picnic" in 

the memo area.   Meet and greet with appetizers and beverages is 5:00 - 

6:00, dinner is 6:00 to 8:00.  For additional info call Debbie 

Harvey (346-3234), Connie Mereness (346-1844), Linda 

Pendray (312-0097), Holley Schroeder (966-1466) or Peg 

Davant (924-9895). 

COFFEE HOUR 

We need you to keep the ministry of 
coffee, goodies and hospitality flowing on 
Sunday mornings!!  Sign up as part of the 
set up or clean up team, or to bake for a 
Sunday of your choice.  The duty is light 
(15 to 30 minutes per shift) and the 
rewards are great!   See the 
sign-up sheet in the Parish Hall, 
or contact Betsie Danner (941-
3 4 9 - 5 6 1 6  x 3 1 8  o r 
bdanner@bonifacechurch.org).  

Meditation for Everyday Life  with Bhante Sujatha  

Saturday,  April 16,  10:00 a.m. to 12:00 p.m. 
Mindfulness in everyday life is easy to learn, simple to practice 
and an essential element in creating a happy life. Join Bhante, 
a 30+ year Buddhist Monk, for a class built upon 
his offering here two years ago.  He teaches loving-kindness 
meditation to people around the globe.  A joyful, radiant, funny and wildly 
energetic monk, Bhante will help you obtain peace that can only be found in 
deep silence.   He is originally from Sri Lanka and is the head monk/abbot of 
the Blue Lotus Buddhist Temple and Meditation Center in Woodstock, 
IL.  To register, please call the St. Boniface Healing Mission, (941)349-5616 
x335.  All proceeds go to Bhante’s annual incubator project, $20 donation 
suggested.    

B.E.S.T. NAME TAGS     

Save your shirt, save the planet and save 

some time!  Our eco-stewardship team is 
selling re-usable magnetic plastic sleeves 

which hold your Saint Boniface name tag. 

No pins to puncture your clothing, no time 
needed each Sunday filling one out, no 

waste using a new one each time.  Available 
at the Welcome Table (in the church entry) 

or during office hours in the church office, 

$2.50 for blank label or $3.50 for 
personalized calligraphy label. 

BLOOD DRIVE   

Save the date!  May 1st will be your next 

opportunity to roll up your sleeves for those in 

need of this gift of life in our community.  

Watch for details. 

LIBRARY OPEN THIS SUNDAY    

The St. Boniface Library (next door to the 
coffee hour room) will be open the first 
Sunday of each month, following the 
10:00 a.m. service, for your browsing!  A 
team member will be there to welcome 
you, and help you find just the book you 
need – from current popular reads to self-
help to biblical commentary and more.   



and MORE! 

SOUND CHECK – Success and Kudos   

Our Sound Check Survey was an overwhelming success 
thanks to your positive, constructive comments.  You 
pointed out several factors to us.  The top three are: 

 There are echoes in the sanctuary when people are 
speaking from the pulpit 

 It’s hard to understand people speaking from from the 
pulpit and when using the handheld microphone 

 There are “dead spots” in the sanctuary   
 

 

Thanks to his acoustic expertise and tireless 
sleuthing, seasonal parishioner and choir 
member Richard Cutting is now our official 
Audio Wizard!  With his help, we implemented 
the following recommendations, and your 
feedback has been outstanding. 

 We adjusted the speakers in the Sanctuary. 

 We reintroduced the Lavalier microphone to enhance 
voice clarity for our clergy. 

 We offered headsets or recommended different seating 
areas in the Sanctuary for those in known “dead spots.”    

 

We will continue monitoring our system to make it the best 
it can be.  – Vince Brennan, Junior Warden 

The St. Boniface GIVING TREE 

April’s Tree benefits our community’s Guardian ad Litem 
program.  Guardian ad Litem “speaks” for the children – toddlers 
through high-schoolers – who have been removed from their 
homes due to confirmed abuse, neglect and/or abandonment.  The 
program's trained volunteers visit the children at least once each 
month;  attend court hearings to answer judge's questions about 
the children’s situation; and make sure each child's physical, 

medical, educational and emotional needs are met.   

Your donation of any—any or all–of  the items from the wish list 
below will help these children enjoy their summer vacation 
months. Please place your new and unwrapped items under the 
Tree by Sunday, April 24.   

 board games  (for 6—14 year olds) 

 baseballs or softballs 

 balls, gloves or bats 

 basketballs or soccer balls 

 beach towels, beach balls or Frisbees 

Want to do more?  Consider donating your time!  The program 
needs people with a variety of skills and backgrounds and 
training is provided.  Visit the GAL website (www.12gal.org) for 
details.  After indicating your interests and availability, you’ll 
hear back from a GAL representative.  

10,000 MEALS EVENT WRAP UP    

A huge helping of thanks go 

to all the volunteers and 

donors who made last 

month’s event such a success.  

Together, we packaged 10,256 

meals and raised over $6,000 to support 

Stop Hunger Now!  Stay tuned to hear 

where our meals will be delivered -- we 

anticipate learning the news later this 

month.  

–the St. Boniface Grants Committee 

HEADING “HOME” FOR THE SUMMER?    
Please add these to-dos to your list! 

 Let the church office know your summer address, so we can 
direct your mail to the right place. 

 Send us your email address to get the latest scoop while 
you’re away. 

 When emptying your pantry, bring any unopened, non-
perishable items to the church.  We have bright yellow All 
Faiths Food Bank bins in the church and parish hall 
waiting for your donations! 

 Is you bookshelf or night stand cluttered with books you’ve 
already read?  Drop them off in the Library Team’s book bin 
in the Parish Hall.  They’ll find a happy home on the Give-
and-Take Cart or in our Library. 

YOUR LIFE, YOUR LEGACY    With the focus on 

the Resurrection during this liturgical season, 

this is an ideal time to consider how your good 

works will continue to thrive – even after you 

are gone.  A bequest or other planned estate 

gift helps you provide for your loved ones and 

cherished organizations like Saint Boniface.  

Creating a legacy can be simple and brings 

peace of mind.  To discuss your legacy ideas 

contact Betsie Danner, 941/349-5616 x318, 

bdanner@bonifacechurch.org, or visit our 

website www.bonifacechurch.org/stewardship.   

IRAs as CHARITABLE GIFTS?    If you are 70 ½ or 

older and facing Required Minimum Distributions from 

your IRA, you may benefit from a recently reinstated 

tax provision – the so-called IRA charitable 

rollover.  This provision allows eligible individuals to 

transfer up to $100,000 directly from an IRA to one or 

more qualified charitable organizations (such as St. 

Boniface!). The IRA withdrawal counts toward your 

RMD, but is not considered taxable income nor a tax 

deduction.  Consult your financial advisors 

to determine whether this giving option is appropriate 

for you. Contact your IRA administrator for appropriate 

forms. 

WOMEN’S BOOK GROUP   At the group’s April 
meeting, April 4, they will discuss suggestions for next 
year’s reading list.  For more information about the 
meeting or the book group, contact Connie McManus, 
(941)923-5366. 



Hello Parish members,          APRIL 2016 

What a Lent and Easter we have had at St. Boniface Church.  We started with an incredible Saturday 

for the Stop Hunger Now event in the Boniface Center.  It was emotionally overwhelming to participate and 

hear about the blessing we have sent to hungry mouths all over the world.  Your generosity in donating over 

$5,000 speaks volumes to your commitment in bringing the love of Jesus to those in need.  May God bless 

Janie and Bill Ewell in bringing the event and their leadership to St. Boniface. 

We followed this wonderful event with a Wednesday night evening prayer and Wonderful Wednesday 

dinner and program.  Rob Ball told of his successful quest to regain his guardianship and set up his own 

housing in Casa Del Mar.  A member of his support team and his attorney attended to honor Rob for his 

incredible heart and faith in God.  Fr. Ev Walk led a thought-provoking discussion on the meaning of the last 

three Stations of the Cross.  Almost a week later, and I’m still wrestling with the questions he left with us.  

Father David encouraged us all to attend as many Holy Week services as possible to grasp the true 

meaning of the blessed Passion of Jesus.  Palm Sunday and Easter filled the church with a heart-touching 

liturgy and beautiful music with over 900 worshipers filling the church on Easter Sunday morning to celebrate 

the risen Christ. 

We are making excellent progress in the search for a Priest-in-Charge for St. Boniface Church.  The 

Diocese has just completed their vetting of the applicants, and has given us their final four candidates for our 

discernment.  They report excellent response to our Call, and are impressed with the quality of the final four 

applicants.  We will keep you informed every step along the way as we follow our process leading to the 

selection of our Priest-in-Charge.  On the next page, you will find a flow chart of the Vestry discernment 

process and approximate time frames leading to the eventual Call of the Priest-in-Charge.   

The Vestry would like to thank you for your pledge commitments for 2016.  The average pledge has 

risen from $2100 to $2400 per pledging household.  Bless you for that generosity.  However, we still have 

some challenges to meet.  At this point, we have 45 fewer pledging households than last year, and we are 

$90,000 short of a balanced budget.  If we attain the 2016 pledge goal of $600,000 (now holding at $579,000), 

we will still need to raise $70,000 to balance the 2016 budget. 

What does all this mean?  We’re hoping that those of you who have not yet responded to the 2016 

Annual Appeal will see the renewed direction and energy at St. Boniface Church and find it in your hearts to 

respond by sharing your treasure in support of God’s mission here. 

To those of you who have given generously, we thank you.  As you look at your gift, should there be 

room to increase your pledge by whatever amount, we will use it wisely to increase our ability to serve God and 

his community. 

I recently met with our youth to listen to their thoughts and concerns regarding their presence at St. 

Boniface Church.  The events over the past few years have challenged their belief that we cherish their 

presence here.  They are anxious to be a part of our worship community once again, but we must demonstrate 

our willingness to welcome them, and to understand that they might have slightly different needs as they 

worship our Lord.  We are beginning the process of arranging a mission trip for them this summer, and are 

making plans to meet regularly to resurrect a youth presence at St. Boniface.  Please pray for our progress and 

for our youth. 

This has been a joyous Lent and Easter season at St. Boniface Church, and it has been a blessing to 

be together as God’s Family.   

Blessings, 
Doug Francis, Sr. Warden 

  



 

 

Discernment timeline for calling of Priest-in-Charge at St. Boniface 

 

Apr 4-15                        Apr 18-29                May 2-13      May 16-May 20   May 30-Jun 17    Jun 20-Jul 8      Jul 11-22              Jul 25                        
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Tuesday in Easter Week 
March 29, 2016 
 
Dear Sisters and Brothers in Christ, 
 
Holy Week has come and gone.  We now celebrate the joy of Christ’s Resurrection 
until the Feast of Pentecost, which is on May 15.  The time from Easter to Pentecost 
is known throughout Christendom as The Great Fifty Days.   
 
During The Great Triduum, the collective name for Maundy Thursday, Good Friday, 
and Easter, over a thousand people worshiped our Lord and joined with one another 
for the Feast of the Resurrection.  At the same time another thousand or so beach 
parkers made use of our facilities.  Most of these folks were indifferent to the 
solemnity of the events going on within the church.  Some got too much sun, a few 
chose to sneak away without making a donation, there were a few who had too 
much to drink and one was quite hostile when I asked him to please not leave used 
beverage containers in the lot.  In the early hours of Easter morning I was a bit more 
than surprised when a young woman wearing clothing that left little to the 
imagination, approached me in the quiet darkened church asking if it would be all 
right to park in our lot.   
 
As I reflected on all of this it occurred to me that Jerusalem might have been a bit 
like the Saint Boniface campus during the last seven days of Jesus earthly life.  Into 
the city flowed pilgrims to celebrate Passover, others were indifferent to the Jewish 
religious cult and may have been there to hawk their wares and produce.  The 
authorities were plotting to do away with Jesus while the Romans were just trying 
to keep all of this from getting out of control—a bit like Saint Boniface last week.   
 
The Great Triduum celebrations took us through the entire range of human emotion.  
Ted Copland helped set the tone as he movingly celebrated the Maundy Thursday 
liturgy, the Men of Boniface and others kept the Watch at the Altar of Repose leading 
us to the Good Friday liturgy, the Easter Vigil filled our hearts with joy and 
continued throughout Easter morning as families, friends, and visitors crossing 
many generations joined together to celebrate the miracle of the Risen Lord.   
 
None of this could have happened without the contribution of time, talent and 
treasure from so many—altar guild, worship teams, persons who donated flowers, 
skilled musicians, ushers and greeters, parish staff, Andi Suess Taylor and all of our 
clergy. Their service to our Lord and our parish is such that we all can be very 
thankful.    
 
Late Saturday afternoon there was a small gathering of youth and their parents for a 
much needed and long overdue conversation about ministry to and for young 
people and their families at Saint Boniface.  Most of the conversation revolved 
around what caused a former vibrant youth ministry to fall apart, desire to 
participate in services, music that might have greater appeal for young persons and 



the proposed mission trip.  This meeting was for me cause for further reflection 
about Easter.  There is a missing ingredient in our youth program and it can be 
found in the Easter experience.   
 
Easter is about finding something; something you might not have known was even 
lost.   
 
Sometimes you find things in places that you do not expect.  Sometimes you can 
explain how the unexpected surprise got there, like when you find money in a pair 
of pants or ticket stubs in the bottom of your purse.  Sometimes you cannot 
remember clearly enough to explain it, or you do not have enough information, and 
questions about the unexpected presence remain.  Sometimes there is no 
explanation, because the truth is too big to fit inside an explanation and the gift has 
a sense of mystery about it.   
 
Easter is like that.  Easter is about Mystery and about receiving a gift we cannot 
explain from a place we did not expect.   
 
The Cross at Golgotha was a dark and terrible place, and what happened there was 
dark and terrible beyond description, certainly beyond explanation.  But that is the 
place where we find the most important gifts.  The Cross is where He offers new life 
to all who put their trust in Him.  The Cross is where He calls us to be with Him 
when He comes to us in the bread that has become His Body.  Somehow, because He 
gave up his life as the Son of Man, He is able to give us new life as the children of 
God.  
 
That is the Mystery of Easter.  Even though we cannot explain it, we know that it is 
true.  Christ said that He came to bring us new life with God and we know that Christ 
is the Lord of Life, because the tomb was empty.   
 
As the saints of Boniface look towards its future it serves all of us well to consider 
how the experience of the Easter Mystery impacts all that we do.   
 
I with you every blessing of Christ’s resurrected life and the joy of knowing the love 
of God in your hearts.   
 
Blessings, 
 
David L. Seger 
 
 


