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Church: Can We Talk about the “L” Word? 

When I was called to serve as your Assistant Rector, were you 
surprised to learn that I am a lesbian … that I am gay? One might 
argue that this is no one’s business. Truth is, the Episcopal Church 
has a complicated history around the issue of sexuality over the years – from 
homosexuality as sinful to now upholding the dignity of all human beings in loving, 
committed relationships. It has been a journey. St Boniface has been at the forefront 
of supporting LGBTQI folks for many years. It is the real “L” word, love, in the context 
of the Gospel that guides us in how we talk about all of the other “L” words. 

I interviewed Shen Miller (a 15-year-old parishioner) the other day, curious about 
how he and his friends are reacting to upcoming legislation in public schools 
euphemistically known as the “Don’t Say Gay” bill. Starting in July of this year, 
educators are banned from “classroom discussion about sexual orientation or gender 
identity in certain grade levels” (HB 1557). Proponents of the bill argue that this topic 
is best left up to parents to deliver to their children. This should be a conversation 
parents have with their children. What about conscientious and informed educators 
approached by questioning children? Chillingly, teachers and staff will not be able to 
respond. The bill gives parents the right to sue school districts for policy violation. 

What Shen shared with me has raised my deepest fears about the potential 
consequences of this law. Shen’s concerns were three-fold for LGBTQI youth in 
school settings: bullying; safe exploration of ideas; and disinformation. Shen has 
been taunted -- told that he is a part of “the suicide squad” – a reference to the 
higher rates of suicide, self-harm and ideation among queer young people. Threats 
and slurs are routinely used against school youth who either identify as LGBTQI or 
as their ally. Shen reports that teachers already turn a blind eye to this bullying. 
When the bill is enacted, no one in the schools will be able to intercede. Next, there 
will no longer be a place for students to talk about sexuality under the guidance of 
sympathetic and educated mentors in the school system. Finally, misinformation 
flourishes under this repression. Shen shared the experience of a friend who has to 
rebut myths around their trans-sibling’s gender identity and expression. 

How can the Church be a prophetic witness? It always starts with love. We are God’s 
beloved children – all of us! In our baptismal covenant, we are called to love each 
other deeply – renouncing evil, trusting in God’s grace and love, seeking Christ in all 
persons, striving for justice, and respecting the dignity of each other. Church, as we 
continue to “say Gay” – our witness will replace threats, fear, and disinformation with 
love. 

 

EVENSONG SERVICE & RECITAL 

Sunday, April 3, 5:00 
 

Join us in-person or online for 
an organ recital with the 
Robert Reeves Memorial 
scholarship recipient, Joseph 
Master. Then the St. Boniface 

Choir, Treble Voices, for the service 
following with works by Bach, 
Buxtehude, Elgar and Sumsion  

CHURCH SCHOOL  
Weaving God’s Promises 

Children in Pre-K4 to 5th grade 
gather Sundays at 10:00 a.m, then 
return to their parents in church just 
before Communion. The first Sunday 
of the month is Family Sunday. 
Children participate in the full 
worship experience by joining their 
families for the entire service. 

WEEKLY SERVICES 
 

Sunday Eucharist 
8:00 & 10:00 am 

 

Tuesdays 10 a.m. 
Holy Eucharist  

 

Wednesdays 5:30 p.m. 
Evening Prayer 

(Eucharist first Wednesdays)  

WEDNESDAY WORSHIP 
& POTLUCK 

 

We gather in the Parish Hall at 5:30 
pm for Evening Prayer (Eucharist first 
Wednesdays of the month) followed 
by a pot luck supper.  Please bring a 
salad, main dish, drink or dessert to 
share!   For more information, contact 
Katherine Johnson (941-927-2066).  
Worship and potluck will take a break 
April 13 in observance of Holy Week 

TAIZE SERVICES April 2 at 6:30 pm 
and continuing the First Saturday of 
each month. This beautiful service of 
simple music, reflection and prayer will 
be held in the outdoor chapel.  



EDUCATION FOR MINISTRY EfM is a four-year program.  The first year is dedicated to the Hebrew Bible, using Collins’ 
book A Short Introduction to the Hebrew Bible as a guide, plus two “interlude” books.  The second year is dedicated to the 
New Testament, using Powell’s book Introducing the New Testament as a guide, plus the same two “interlude” books that 
are used for all years.  The third year is dedicated to history, using MacCulloch’s book Christianity.  The fourth year is a 
composite of theology and ecumenical study.  Built into the year are “theological reflections” in an effort for individuals to 
build a practice to continue through their lives.  If interested or more information, contact Douglas Smith 941-539-9715. 

STATIONS of the RESURRECTION 
Friday, April 23, 9:00 a.m. “Walking with 
hope for Ukraine”  Join us for this group 
meditative walk through 14 stations 
around campus, as presented in the St. 
Augustine prayer book. We begin in the 
Courtyard for opening prayers. 

A RETREAT for HOLY WEEK Saturday, April 9, 10 
am to 2 pm, led by Bob Griffiths, AHC.  Is The Cross 
the Center of My Life? It is to examine our hearts 
and minds for any thought, word, or action of 
apathy or uncertainty. It is to ask God for help in 
bearing our crosses, and to discern how we may 
better help Jesus carry his.  A series of meditations 
and reflections on the meaning of the Cross in our 
lives.  Brown bag lunch, coffee, tea provided, held in 
the Healing Mission. Please call the church office to 
register, 941-349-5616. 

HOLY  WEEK  
The Rite of Reconciliation, also commonly 
referred to as “Confession” (Book of Common 
Prayer, pp. 446-452), will be available by 
appointment on Holy Monday (April 11) and Holy 
Tuesday (April 12) from noon to 6 pm. Please 
contact Wayne or Nikki if you have questions and 
to reserve a time for this sacrament. 
 

The 6:30 pm Maundy Thursday service, April 14, 
will include foot washing and a light Agape meal in 
the context of The Lord’s Supper. If you plan to 
attend, please call the church office so that we 
can order enough food. There is no charge. 
 

Good Friday, April 15 - St. Boniface Choir will 
present Columba Kelly's St. John Passion during 
the meditations and Good Friday liturgy, starting 
at 12:30 PM. Kelly's composition has been hailed 
as the "simplest yet most elegant chant setting" 
of the St. John passion narrative.  
 

To give towards Easter flowers in thanksgiving or 
memorial, contact Lisa Wolf (941-349-5616 x320) 

 

Worship, Teaching, Healing, Fellowship: 

 Hospitality Sunday mornings after the services in the 

Parish Hall, join us for a cup of coffee and friendly 
fellowship.   

 Sunday morning Bible Study at 9:00 a.m. in the Library or 
by Zoom, email Fr. Jeff Hamblin jlh@jeffreyhamblin-md.com 

 Sunday morning Book Discussion Group gathers in the 
Youth Studio at 9:00, and on Zoom, to discuss Witness at 
the Cross by Amy-Jill Levine.  For more information contact 
Vince Brennan vhbrennan43@gmail.com. 

 St. Boniface Church's group for casual conversation in 

Spanish meets Wednesdays at 11:30 am by Zoom.  For 
more information, contact Mary Gordon, 941-923-2302. 

 Thursday "Coffee Hour" at 10:00 a.m. by Zoom, contact 

Lisa Wolf for meeting information. 

 Men of Boniface gather Fridays at 8:00 a.m. at the 

Serving Spoon (Osprey Ave.), contact Reg Irvine for 
information (941)993-0010. 

 Prayer Shawl Ministry meets on Tuesdays at 1:00 p.m. in 
the Library to knit prayers together into shawls for those 
needing to be wrapped in God's healing love.  Email Meg 
Larrabee for info, meglarrabee@hotmail.com. 

 The Women’s Book Group meets this month on Monday, 

April 4 at 3:30 p.m. to discuss The Undoing Project by 
Michael Lewis.  For information and meeting place, contact 
Cynthia Smyth 908-568-9210.  

 Literary Ladies discuss this month A Gentleman in Moscow 

by Amor Towles in-person and  by Zoom Thursday, April 7 
at 10:30 a.m.  Contact Marilyn Hill, 941-374-1990, for 
information. 

 Contemplative Prayer meets via Zoom at 10:30 a.m. on 
the first and third Wednesdays of the month (April 6 & 20) 
(ID: 886 9678 4674  Passcode: 077733) 

Opportunities to continue to stay connected  
with St. Boniface Church: 

CREATION SUNDAY SPEAKER Join us Sunday, 

April 24, after the 10:00 service in the Community 
Center for a presentation with David Owen from 
Educational Concerns for Hunger Organizations 
(ECHO).  Sponsored by the Boniface Eco-
Stewardship Team. 

B.E.S.T. FIELD TRIP Visit the Sarasota Honey Company with the 
Boniface Eco-Stewardship Team on Thursday, April 7 at 9:30 a.m. 
Tour includes entry, presentation with special honey tasting, 
outdoor bee talk, and shopping. Fee $12. Limited seating and 
parking. Sign up at coffee hour. Grace Riker (941-504-0894). 

HEALING MISSION  
The Healing Mission will be open from 1:00-3:00 each 
Wednesday.  Our healing touch prayer is offered 
during a half hour appointment, praying for all needs 
of body, mind and spirit. Please call 941-349-5616 ext. 
335 for an appointment.  Alternate time requests are 
welcome and accommodated if possible.  

mailto:jlh@jeffreyhamblin-md.com


CENTER for SPIRITUAL TRANSFORMATION Educational 

Offering Saturday, April 9, 10:00 a.m. by Zoom: Parishioner 

Amanda Smoot’s enlightening presentation pays 

attention to words in scripture and in the liturgy 

attached to women. Plus she examines how they 

are presented in the Old and New Testaments 

and how Jesus interacts with women.  

(Zoom ID: 849 5849 3207 / passcode: 596368). 

“HYMNS in TIME of WAR” HYMN 572 - Weary of all trumpeting; Tune Name: Distler 
 

This antiwar text, couched in strong prophetic rhetoric, matched with an equally strong tune punctuated by 
martial dotted rhythms, is in itself a paradox. It reflects the paradox of much of the Gospel, especially the 
paradox of a painful crucifixion and death of Christ on the  cross, which is seen by some as defeat, but by 
others as victory over sin and death. The text was written by Martin Franzmann in 1971 upon rediscovering 
Distler's tune. The text was written specifically for this tune in remembrance of the atrocities of World War II, 
taking into consideration that Christ's death and resurrection ultimately frees us all from this sinful world. The 
tune was written under duress by Hugo Distler following the 1934 annexation of Austria by the Third Reich. He 
was charged with composing a suitable melody for the official text "Deutchland und Deutschösterreich." 
Instead of being a triumphalist piece, Distler's melody has a sad strength about it. This hymn has been featured 
in Sunday worship during Lent. We hope it will be for us as it was for its composers during their trials of war. 
"And we know that all things work together for good to them that love God, to them who are the called 
according to his purpose." - Romans 8:28 

YOUNG ARTIST SHOWCASE auditions April 30  
Know a talented young high-school or pre-degree college 
student from the Sarasota-Bradenton area?  Spread the 
word!  In-person auditions will be held on Saturday, April 30, 
here at St. Boniface Church.  Register online 
(bonifacechurch.org/music), deadline to apply is by April 23, 
2022.  Scholarship awards of up to $1,000 are available 
toward continued education expenses, such as lessons and 
tuitions, as well as the opportunity to perform at St. 
Boniface Church!   

BEYOND the BROKEN HEART Grief and Loss support 
group is sponsoring a fellowship gathering on Saturday 
April 30th from 11 am to 1 pm in the Parish Hall.  We will 
offer a light lunch, time to share, and some resources for 
your personal use. For more information and to RSVP, 
contact Rita Piovane 610-442-0984 or drritav@gmail.com. 

FROM THE LIBRARY TEAM As you pack up to head 
back north, consider donating your books to the GIVE 
and TAKE cart!  We all love checking the cart each 

week for new reads.  Enjoy your summer! 

GRANTS & OUTREACH For many years, St. Boniface 

Church has supported the non-profit organization, Take 
Stock in Children.  The most recent grant provided a 
scholarship for a student who has succeeded in the Take 
Stock in Children program, requiring them to maintain a 
higher than average grade point average, stay drug and 

trouble free.  This year’s scholarship recipient is Luan, a 
senior at Suncoast Polytechnical High School with a 4.4 
cumulative weighted GPA.  She is dual-enrolled, and will 
graduate from high school with her LPN (Licensed Practical 
Nurse) degree.  Luan is pursuing her pilots license and 
plans to attend Embry-Riddle Aeronautical University next 
year, planning to become a commercial transport pilot.  St. 
Boniface Church is blessed to be a part of her future 
success. 

MIGRATION MINISTRY 

Great news!  Yainiet and Ashley are very close in moving to 

their new apartment. While it may be sad to see them leave, 

we have met our objectives in helping Yainiet to assimilate to 

this country and gain independence.  During these past six 

months, Yainiet has obtained her driver’s license, nursed 

Ashley back to health, got a full- time job, enrolled Ashley in 

preschool and bought her first car. Yainiet has had the added 

benefit of two members of the team teaching her English. 

Yainiet is excited to move on and begin her new life among 

friends and a new community.  We wish them both well and 

much happiness! 

During March, some members of the Migration Ministry Team 

helped welcome the newest refugees from Afghanistan by 

either driving them to appointments and/or purchasing a few 

car seats for the safety of their children.  This effort has been 

limited and on a more informal basis due to our ongoing 

commitment to Yainiet and Ashley.  

Our team will take a month or so to rest, reflect, and discern 

our next steps on how we may best help those who are 

entering our country assimilate to a new culture. 

Strategic Planning for St. Boniface Church  

What’s next in creating a Strategic Plan for St. Boniface?  
206 parishioners participated in our Congregation 
Assessment! Thank you! Soon Vestry, the Strategic 
Planning team, and other leadership will meet with our 
consultant to review the Vital Signs report produced by the 
CAT survey. 

Key Chorale’s “American Roots” concert here at St. Boniface Church, 
Saturday, April 9, 4:00 p.m., a genre-bending fusion of Bluegrass and folk 
meets choral music.  Tickets can be purchased at KeyChorale.org or 
call 941.552.8768.  

CONGRATULATIONS! 

To Jonathan Evans, who was recently 
installed as Rector of St. Monica’s 
Episcopal Church in Naples, pictured 
here with Bp. Smith, Luca, Vittoria 
and Barbara. 


