
Saint Boniface News 
Published by St. Boniface Episcopal Church, 5615 Midnight Pass Road, Sarasota, FL  34242  AUGUST 2021 

From the Rector’s Desk  
 

    It is turning out to be a summer of changes at St. Boniface 

church. First, we said goodbye to Jonathan Evans and his 

family after four years of ordained ministry here. Your 

generosity toward our collective gift showed how very much 

you appreciated his work. While we already miss the Evans’, 

we also join in their excitement of continuing service in the 

Church at St. Monica’s parish in Naples, Florida.  

    Next, a long-time member of our professional staff, Betsie Danner, announced 

her retirement. Betsie joined the parish in 1994, and then our staff 21 years ago in 

2000. No departure date has been set, which means that there is plenty of time to 

thank Betsie for her work. We will have a reception, too. She and Vince will 

remain in Sarasota and at St. Boniface Church.  

    Finally, we celebrate the change that two students from our parish graduated 

recently! Vic Dina earned her Bachelor of Marine Science and Jesse Munoz 

received his Doctorate in Music. I am happy to announce that both Vic and Jesse 

have been awarded $1,000 each from the Boniface Scholarship Fund. Vic’s 

scholarship will fund part of her tuition this fall at the University of Miami where 

she has been accepted into the Master’s program at its School of Marine and 

Atmospheric Science. Dr. Munoz’ scholarship will go toward retiring his student 

loan. Boniface scholarships have honored dozens of students from our parish 

since 1996. Your gifts to this fund are always appreciated. 

    In closing, I want to thank our wonderful assisting clergy for all of their service 

while we have a vacancy on the staff, and during my vacation time this summer. 

Their presence among us is a great gift from God and part of what makes this 

parish so special.  

    I know that change can be unsettling, especially in this unsettling time. 

Scripture, which is the story of God’s presence in human history, makes it 

abundantly clear that God is with us through change. On this we can depend. 

Plus, change can be the doorway to new discoveries and opportunities for 

ministry. So as we move ahead, please pray for us as we work with God to find 

just the right persons to add to our staff. 

    Stay safe, stay well, and God bless you,  Wayne+ 

RE-VISIONING COFFEE HOUR 
and HOSPITALITY 

We have faith that we will 
once again be able to 
gather for coffee, donuts 
and conversation after 
services!  Now is the time to 

share your thoughts, ideas, suggestions 
or other comments about how we can 
best enjoy hospitality and fellowship.  
Contact the church office: 
bdanner@bonifacechurch.org or 941-
349-5616 x318. 

 

 * * *  SUMMER MUSIC WEEKEND  * * * 
 

August 6—8 
 

Friday, August 6, 7:00p—Anna and Erik Meyer, flute & organ 

Saturday, August 7, 7:00p—Luca Stine Jazz Quartet 

Sunday, August 8, 5:00p—Recital & Evensong with the  

St. Boniface choir and guest organist Andrew Kotylo 
 

Each event is offered in-person (masks required) or online on our 

Boxcast video-stream—visit the Music page of our  website 

www.bonifacechurch.org/music. 

CHURCH SCHOOL  
Weaving God’s Promises 

Children in Pre-K4 to 5th grade 
gather Sundays at 10:00 a.m.  A 
greeter at the Welcome Table can 
direct you and your child to the 
classroom. The children return to 
their parents in church just before 
Communion.   

WEEKLY SERVICES 
 

Sunday Eucharist 
8:00 & 10:00 am 

 

Tuesdays 10 a.m. 
Holy Eucharist  

 

Wednesdays 5:30 p.m. 
Evening Prayer 

(Eucharist first Wednesdays)  

NURSERY Childcare is available for 
our youngest parishioners on Sunday 
mornings 8:45 – 11:45 a.m. in the 
Nursery with Ms. Yu Ya, our licensed, 

professional caregiver. 

WEDNESDAY WORSHIP 
& POTLUCK 

 

We gather in the Parish Hall at 5:30 
pm for Evening Prayer (Eucharist first 
Wednesdays of the month) followed 
by a pot luck supper.  Please bring a 
salad, main dish, drink or dessert to 
share!   For more information, contact 
Katherine Johnson (941-927-2066). 



THE CHURCH’S HISTORY with RACIAL EQUALITY  
Furthering our awareness of our shared history with racial issues, the diocese 
presents a common book read of Jemar Tisbey’s The Color of Compromise: The 
Truth About the American Church’s Complicity in Racism.  This diocesan-wide 
event kicks off (via Zoom) Monday, August 23rd, 7:00 – 8:30.  And, parishioner 
Maria Martin Thacker invites parishioners into a deeper dive in the historical, 
political and theological rise of racism in the US.  Her book study meets online 
weekly in September.  Buy the book now from your favorite bookseller! 
• Diocesan kick-off event:  Click here (https://episcopalswfl.org/digital_faith/

events/3185317 ) for info. 
• St. Boniface book study:  email Maria Thacker (mmthacker@gmail.com) for 

info or to sign up  

Center for Spiritual Transformation EDUCATIONAL 

OFFERING Saturday, August 14, 10:00 a.m. by Zoom:  

Parishioner Mike Kozubek talks on "The Creative Writing 

Spiritual Path."  In this unique presentation, in addition to 

reciting several poems and describing his writing voyage, 

a reading of Kozubek's short play Saving Moses will be 

presented by local actors, followed by a talk-back. 

 (Zoom ID: 849 5849 3207 / passcode: 596368) 

USHER MINISTRY As we move back to in-person 

church services, the role of the usher is critical.  
Ushers are the “the first representative” of Jesus for 

the worship service.  We need more volunteers for 
this ministry.  As many of us have discovered, 
ushering is the almost perfect way of meeting our 
church family and setting the stage for the worship 
experience.  Please contact the church office if you 

are interested in participating in this ministry.   

Worship, Teaching, Healing, Fellowship: 

 Hospitality Sunday mornings after the services in the 
Courtyard, join us for a cup of coffee and friendly fellowship.   

 Sunday morning Bible Study at 9:00 a.m. in the Library or 
by Zoom, email Fr. Jeff Hamblin jlh@jeffreyhamblin-md.com 

 The Healing Mission will be open Wednesdays 1:00 - 3:00 
p.m. and by appointment.  Call 941-349-5616 x335. 

 Thursday "Coffee Hour" at 10:00 a.m. by Zoom, contact 
Lisa Wolf for meeting information. 

 Men of Boniface gather in-person Fridays at 8:30 a.m. at 
the Serving Spoon (Osprey Ave), contact Reg Irvine for 
information (941)993-0010. 

 Prayer Shawl Ministry meets on Tuesdays at 1:00 p.m. in 
the Library to knit prayers together into shawls for those 
needing to be wrapped in God's healing love.  Email Meg 
Larrabee for info, meglarrabee@hotmail.com. 

 Literary Ladies discuss this month Perestroika in Paris by 
Jane Smiley by Zoom or in-person in the Library Thursday, 
August 12 at 10:30 a.m.  Contact Marilyn Hill, 941-374-
1990. 

 Contemplative Prayer meets via Zoom at 10:30 a.m. on 
the first and third Wednesdays of the month August 4 & 18 
(ID: 886 9678 4674  Passcode: 077733) 

Other opportunities to continue to stay connected  
with St. Boniface Church: 

A SACRED GROUND DIALOGUE CIRCLE will form at St. 
Boniface Church in November.  It will not be a “feel good” group -  it 
will be a truly honest, challenging, educational, fascinating, focus on 
race. It will involve deep self exploration, personal growth, dialogue 
with others who are different in a setting seldom experienced 
elsewhere. Together, we will form a group of people committed to 
confront, support and love one another other on ground that is sacred. 
This is part of the Episcopal Church’s Becoming Beloved Community 
initiative. Watch future newsletters for more information, or call Fr. 
Bob Thacker at (941) 412-5435. 

FLOWER GUILD is pleased to 
welcome Tina Tyler as its new leader.  
Tina brings with her a wealth of 
creativity and experience while 
serving in this  ministry at St. Martin-

in-the-Fields, Atlanta.  And we give thanks that she 
is now sharing these gifts of time and talent at St. 
Boniface!  If you are interested in participating in 
this ministry, please contact Tina via email 
(tinaandallanFL@gmail.com). 

GRIEF & LOSS GROUP Did you know there is 
more than one kind of grief?  There is simple 
grief, complex grief, and even ambiguous grief. 
Grief is not only a reaction to the death of a 
person, but the loss of anything or anyone that has 
meaning in our life.   Just as we were beginning to 
feel like normalcy returned, COVID once again is 
dictating a lot of our lives.  That is how grief 
operates as well, no matter the kind.  Beyond the 
Broken Heart, our grief and loss support group 
will meet next Sunday, August 15 at 11:15 am 
(after liturgy) in the Healing Mission.  We 
welcome anyone in need of compassionate 
companionship.  For information contact Rita 
Piovane at 610-442-0984. 

FROM THE LIBRARY TEAM   
Thank you for all the books that have 
been donated over the last few months to 
the Give and Take Book Cart! There are 
many new additions from which to choose. Each 
Sunday you will find it outside the Parish Hall! 
Take a look! 
Perhaps you are desiring a specific book inside the 
Library itself! Feel free to visit there during Sunday 
Coffee Hour. But please sign out any books that 
you borrow—Thank you!!! 

mailto:jlh@jeffreyhamblin-md.com


SPECIAL GIVING  Each month, above and beyond our regular giving, 
we have an opportunity to support a specific aspect of or parish life 
at St. Boniface.  August supports the work of our Pastoral Care 
Ministries – our Healing Mission, Eucharistic Visitors, Prayer Shawl 
ministry and Beyond the Broken Heart Grief and Loss program.  
Through these ministries, we are present with fellow parishioners 
and friends in the community struggling through times of trouble, 
crisis or need.  

ALL FAITHS FOOD BANK Later this year we hope to have the food 
bank’s familiar bright yellow barrels out again.  In the meantime you 
may donate non-perishable items at the food bank (941-379-6333), 
Salvation Army of Sarasota (941-952-0349), Meals on Wheels of 
Sarasota (941-366-6693), or any Sarasota County Goodwill location.  
We cannot accept items at the church at this time.  The food bank 
especially welcome; canned tuna, chicken or salmon, soups or stews, 
shelf-stable canned meat snacks, peanut butter & jelly, rice, pasta, 
beans, shelf-stable milk, canned vegetables, cereal, granola bars (no 
glass, damaged or open containers, please). 
 

AND OUR GRANTS & OUTREACH COMMITTEE recently  awarded a 
grant for $5,000 to All Faiths Food Bank to be used for their Summer 
Hunger Program.  As you all know, when school lets out, the kids no 
longer get free breakfast or lunch.  This grant from St. Boniface 
Church will help to ensure they will not be hungry this summer.   

BISHOP COADJUTOR SEARCH The upcoming in-person 
listening session is a great opportunity to participate in choosing 
the next bishop of Southwest Florida:  Saturday, August 7, 10 
a.m. at St. Wilfred’s Church, 3773 Wilkinson Rd. Sarasota. 

A NOTE from the SAFETY MANAGER We are well under way in the hurricane season, and it is 

expected to be a busy period with the potential for more storms.  While it is impossible to predict 
where or when they may impact our area it is best to plan for something we hope does not 
happen.  The church has a Safety Plan that addresses all the potential issues we may confront.  

Weather is a major part of this document. The weather portion presents a reasonable approach to 
securing property and evacuating those items of significance to the mainland.  The plan was 
developed using guidelines provided by the Diocese, Sarasota Emergency Management and 

FEMA.  In the eventuality of a possible storm impacting Siesta Key, we will 
implement the plan and make every effort to notify the church membership of 

possible closure of the church and what to expect as to when we can restore 
operations.  We hope that all members of the St Boniface family have a plan.   

Randy Thomas, Safety Officer, St. Boniface Church 

 ST. NICHOLAS FAIR  
wants you to be on the team! 

  

Sign-ups and planning have 
started for the Saturday, 
December 4 Fair! Join the team 
and be part of the fun! 
 

 Bring the following items to the church office: 
*Jewelry and handbags for “Pretty in Paradise” 

*Holiday decorations you no longer need or 
treasure 

*Home furnishings or collectibles  
*Used books 
 

Host your own table to sell your creations: 
*Arts and crafts of all kinds 
*Your original designs and creations 
 

Help out at a table or the food court: 
*The more people sign up, the shorter the shifts 
will be! 

*Everyone will have time to browse the fair and 
find the perfect gift for a loved one—or for 
yourself! 
 

All profits benefit a local outreach partner…
more on that very soon! 
 

For more information contact Ann Hardcastle at 

941-538-8980; Helen Francis at 941-928-7509; 

Alice Reid at 206-571-6393; or Prill Nugent at 312

-909-2609. 

SUMMER TIME GIVING   This summer has shaped up 

to be a busy one for us all!  Many of us are catching 

up on postponed vacations, or visiting with family and 

friends.  We give thanks for these blessings.  St. 

Boniface’s summer has been a full one, too, with 

worship, fellowship, outreach and groups beginning to 

regather.  Your donations make all the difference!  

Whether in town or on the road, please consider 

supporting your very active parish with a secure and 

convenient gift: Thank you! 

 online – Go to www.bonifacechurch.org and click 

on the Give tab. 

 by text  – Text Boniface to 73256 and follow the 

prompts. 

 through the church office (941-349-5616). 

FROM DEACON ELISA HANSEN St. Boniface's Discretionary 
Fund has recently been used to assist a mother of four 
children, ages four to ten years.  She has been working 
hard to complete her education as a Licensed Practical 
Nurse in order to better support her family, but her car 
broke down and she was not able to get to her 

classes.  Together with several other community agencies, St. Boniface's 
contribution has enabled her to continue her LPN training.  

You Shop, St. Boniface Benefits! -- Just click on 
the Amazon icon on our home page, and 
you’ll be taken directly to Amazon’s Smile 
website.  They’ll  rebate a percentage of your 
purchases to St. Boniface Church.   


