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Saint Boniface Episcopal Church 

Siesta Key 
 

A Service for Advent 
 

‘From Darkness to Light’ 

 
Sunday November 30th at 6pm 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
As the service progresses we move from "Darkness to Light". As the light gradually grows, so the 
darkness is banished. The Advent Procession is based upon the Advent (Great “O”) Antiphons which 
invoke the Coming of the Lord under various Old Testament titles. These will be sung before each of the 
readings.  
 
The service commences with the Matin Responsory from the Sarum Breviary which announces the hope 
of the Messiah, together with the hymn of St. Ambrose, "Veni, Redemptor gentium". As the service 
progresses, the light increases as lessons alternate with Carols culminating in J.M. Neale's translation of 
the 'Great O' Antiphons in the hymn, "O Come, O Come, Emmanuel"; to which the procession withdraws, 
after the Blessing.  
 
 
The first part of the service takes place in semi-darkness, so please study the order of service beforehand  
 
 
 

 ORGAN MUSIC BEFORE THE SERVICE  
composed by 

Dietrich Buxtehude 
  
  Chorale Prelude:   Nun komm der Heiden Heiland BuxWV211 

Magnificat Primi Toni BuxWV203 
Chorale Prelude:   Gott der Vater wohn uns bei BuxWV190 
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From the Narthex, the choir sings words from Matins of the First Sunday in Advent in the Sarum Breviary, set to 
music by Palestrina. Please remain seated. 
I look from afar: and lo, I see the power of God coming, and a cloud covering the whole earth  
Go ye out to meet him and say:  
Tell us, art thou he that should come to reign over thy people Israel?  
High and low, rich and poor, one with another,  
Go ye out to meet him and say:  
Hear, O thou Shepherd of Israel, thou that leadest Joseph like a sheep,  
Tell us, art thou he that should come?  
Stir up thy strength, O Lord, and come to reign over thy people, Israel.  
Glory be to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Ghost.  
I look from afar: and lo, I see the power of God coming, and a cloud covering the whole earth.  
 
 
The choir continue with the hymn of St. Ambrose,  
“Veni, Redemptor gentium".  
Come, thou Redeemer of the earth,  
And manifest thy virgin-birth:  
Let every age adoring fall;  
Such birth befits the God of all.  
 
Begotten of no human will,  
But of the Spirit, thou art still  
The Word of God in flesh arrayed,  
The promised fruit to man displayed.  
 
O equal to thy Father, thou!  
Gird on thy fleshly mantle now:  

The weakness of our mortal state  
With deathless might invigorate.  
 
Thy cradle here shall glitter bright,  
And darkness breathe a newer light,  
Where endless faith shall shine serene  
And twilight never intervene.  
 
All laud, eternal Son, to thee  
Whose advent sets thy people free,  
Whom with the Father we adore,  
And Holy Ghost for evermore. 

 
 

O SAPIENTIA 
 
Antiphon: O Wisdom, you came forth from the mouth of the Most High, and reach from one end of 

the earth to the other, mightily and sweetly ordering all things.  Come and teach us the 
way of prudence.  

 
Reading: Ecclesiasticus (Sirach) 24: 1-8 
 
CHOIR CAROL 
This is the truth sent from above,  
The truth of God, the God of love,  
Therefore don't turn me from your door,  
But hearken all both rich and poor.  
 
The first thing which I do relate  
Is that God did man create;  
The next thing which to you I'll tell -  
Woman was made with man to dwell.  
 
Thus we were heirs to endless woes,  
Till God the Lord did interpose;  
And so a promise soon did run  
That he would redeem us by his Son  

 
And at that season of the year  
Our blest Redeemer did appear;  
He here did live, and here did preach  
And many thousands he did teach.  
 
Thus he in love to us behaved,  
To show us how we must be saved;  
And if you want to know the way,  
Be pleased to hear what he did say. 
 
 

  
English traditional carol, arranged by Ralph Vaughan-Williams.  

 
As the procession moves to the Choir loft the congregation is asked to STAND and sing  
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HYMN 

 
The congregation is asked to be SEATED.  

 
O ADONAI 

 
Antiphon: O Adonai, ruler of the house of Israel, you appeared to Moses in the fire of the burning 

bush; on Mount Sinai you gave him your law: with outstretched arm, come and redeem us.   
 
Reading: Exodus 24: 12-17 
 
 
The congregation is asked to STAND and sing  
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HYMN 

 
The congregation is asked to be SEATED. 

 
O RADIX JESSE - ROOT OF JESSE  

 
Antiphon: O Root of Jesse, which standest for an ensign of the people, at whom kings shall shut their 

mouths, to whom the Gentiles shall seek: Come and deliver us, and tarry not.  
 
READING: Isaiah 11, 1 -10  
 
 
CHOIR CAROL  
There is no rose of such virtue 
as is the rose that bare Jesu: Alleluia. 
 
For in this rose contained was 
heaven and earth in little space: Res miranda. 
 
By that rose we may well see 
there be one God in persons three: Pares forma. 
 
Then leave we all this worldly mirth 
and follow we this joyous birth: Transeamus. 

 
     Music: John Joubert  Words: anonymous, 15th century 
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O CLAVIS DAVID 
 

Antiphon: O Key of David, and scepter of the house; you open and no one closes; you close and no 
one opens: come and deliver us from the chains of prison, we who sit in darkness and in 
the shadow of death. 

 
Reading:  Isaiah 22: 20-24 
 
The congregation is asked to STAND and sing  

 
HYMN 

 
The congregation is asked to be SEATED. 
 

O ORIENS 
 
Antiphon: O Rising dawn, brightness of the light eternal, sun of righteousness: come and enlighten 

those who sit in darkness and in the shadow of death.  
 
Reading: Luke 1: 26-38 & 76-79 
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CHOIR CAROL 
The angel Gabriel from heaven came,  
His wings as drifted snow, his eyes as flame;  
'All hail', said he, 'thou lowly maiden Mary’,  
Most highly favoured lady, Gloria!  
 
'For known a blessed Mother thou shalt be,  
All generations laud and honour thee,  
Thy Son shall be Emmanuel, by seers foretold.'  
Most highly favoured lady, Gloria!  
 
Then gentle Mary meekly bowed her head,  
'To me be as it pleaseth God,' she said  
'My soul shall laud and magnify his Holy Name.'  
Most highly favoured lady, Gloria!  
 
Of her, Emmanuel, the Christ was born 
In Bethlehem, all on a Christmas morn,  
And Christian folk throughout the world will ever say  
Most highly favoured lady, Gloria!  
 

 
O REX GENTIUM 

 
Antiphon: O King of nations, and their desire, you are the cornerstone that binds two into one: come 

and save the creature whom you have fashioned from clay. 
 
Reading: Isaiah 45: 8-15 
   
 
CHOIR CAROL  
People, look East. The time is near  
Of the crowning of the year. 
Make your house fair as you are able,  
Trim the hearth, and set the table.  
People, look east, and sing to-day:  
Love, the Guest, is on the way 
 
Furrows, be glad. Though earth is bare,  
One more seed is planted there:  
Give up your strength the seed to nourish  
That in course the flower may flourish.  
People, look East, and sing to-day:  
Love, the Rose, is on the way.  
 
Birds, though you long have ceased to build, 
Guard the nest that must be filled. 
Even the hour when wings are frozen  

God for fledging time has chosen. 
People, look east and sing today: 
Love, the Bird, is on the way. 
 
Stars, keep the watch. When night is dim  
One more light the bowl shall brim,  
Shining beyond the frosty weather,  
Bright as sun and moon together, 
People, look East, and sing to-day:  
Love, the Star, is on the way. 
 
Angels, announce to man and beast  
Him who cometh from the East. 
Set every peak and valley humming  
With the Word, the Lord is coming.  
People, look East, and sing to-day:  
Love, the Lord, is on the way. 

 
O EMMANUEL 

 
Antiphon: O Emmanuel, our King and Lawgiver, the Desire of all nations and their Salvation: Come and 

save us, O Lord our God.   
 
Reading: Isaiah 7: 10-14 
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O VIRGO VIRGINUM 
 
Antiphon: O Virgin of virgins, how shall this be? For neither before thee was there like any unto thee, 

nor shall there be after. Daughters of Jerusalem, why marvel ye at me? The thing which ye 
behold is a divine mystery.   

 
 
 
MAGNIFICAT 
My soul doth magnify the Lord: and my spirit hath rejoiced in God my Saviour. For he hath regarded: the 
lowliness of his handmaiden. For behold from henceforth: all generations shall call me blessed. For he 
that is mighty hath magnified me: and holy is his Name. And his mercy is on them that fear him 
throughout all generations. He hath shewed strength with his arm: he hath scattered the proud in the 
imagination of their hearts. He hath put down the mighty from their seat: and hath exalted the humble 
and meek. He hath filled the hungry with good things: and the rich he hath sent empty away. He 
remembering his mercy hath holpen his servant Israel: as he promised to our forefathers, Abraham and 
his seed for ever. 
 
Glory be to the Father and to the Son, and to the Holy Ghost. As it was in the beginning, is now, and ever 
shall be: world without end. Amen. 

Music: Charles Villiers Stanford in C 
 
Presider: Let us pray: 
 

The Advent Collects  
Almighty God, give us grace that we may cast away the works of darkness, and put upon us 
the armour of light, now in the time of this mortal life, in which thy Son Jesus Christ came to 
visit us in great humility; that in the last day, when he shall come again in his glorious majesty 
to judge both the quick and the dead, we may rise to the life immortal; through him who liveth 
and reigneth with thee and the Holy Ghost, now and ever. Amen.  

 
O Lord, raise up we pray thee thy power, and come among us, and with great might succour 
us; that whereas, through our sins and wickedness, we are sore let and hindered in running 
the race that is set before us, thy bountiful grace and mercy may speedily help and deliver us; 
through the satisfaction of thy Son our Lord, to whom with thee and the Holy Ghost be 
honour and glory, world without end. Amen.  
 

Presider: Our Father,  
All: who art in heaven, 

Hallowed be thy name, 
Thy kingdom come, 
Thy will be done, 
On earth as it is in heaven. 
Give us this day our daily bread 
And forgive us our trespasses 
As we forgive those who trespass against us. 
And lead us not into temptation, 
But deliver us from evil. 
For thine is the kingdom, and the power and the glory, 
For ever and ever. Amen. 

  
The congregation is asked to STAND and sing  
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HYMN  During the singing of this hymn an offertory will be taken and presented at the altar. 

 
The congregation is asked to remain standing.  
 
ADVENT RESPONSES  
 
Cantor:  Behold, the desire of all nations shall come  
Choir:  And the house of the Lord shall be filled with glory  
Cantor:  Lift up your heads O ye gates, and be ye lift up ye everlasting doors, and the King of Glory shall 

come in  
Choir:  And the house of the Lord shall be filled with glory  
Cantor:  Glory be to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Ghost.  
Choir:  And the house of the Lord shall be filled with glory.  
 
BLESSING  
Open wide, O Lord, the gates of heaven, and visit thy people in peace; send forth thy Spirit from on high 
that their hearts may be uplifted unto thee.  
 
O Lord who for us was born of a virgin, make holy thy people, and bless thine heritage.  
 
And the blessing of God Almighty, the Father, the Son and the Holy Ghost, be among you and abide with 
you now and for ever. Amen.  
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The procession withdraws  
 
HYMN  
"Great O" Antiphons  

 
 
 

ORGAN VOLUNTARY 
 

Prelude and Fugue in G minor Dietrich Buxtehude BuxWV149 
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Saint Boniface Friends of Music 
 

Join the Friends who make this special music possible. 
Pick up a leaflet “Marvelous Music at St Boniface” 

 
 

Brenda and Jim Albus 
Dr. and Mrs. Vernon Amundson 
Suzanne C. Barksdale 
Bob Bole 
Dr. and Mrs. Charles Bollman 
Dor and Bob Brown 
Will Brown 
Johanna Cleary 
Edward D. Cohen 
John Cooper 
Judy and Ted Copland 
Karen and Steve Dakan 
Dorothy Davis 
Gray Davis 
Barbara Diles 
Bruce Eberlin and Chuck Kelley 
David Ellwanger 
David and Nancy Evans 
Reid Farrell, Jr and Dale Willard 
Evelyn Ferguson 
Mikal Frey 
Chuck Frith 
Anne and Cope Garrett 
Dyson Gay 
Jon and Mary Gordon 
Lawrence and Mary Gurley 
Fred and Lorna Hard 
Liz Harper 
Debbie and Don Harvey 
Katie and Peter Hayes 
Wilson and Penny Hendry 
Robert L. Hesse 
Nancy Hinds 
Stella and Ed Holmes 
Erskine and Mary Jo Hopkins 
Phil Hubbell 
Suzanne and Oliver Janney 
Charles and Janet Kiblinger 

Jeanene Kortjohn 
Meg and Herbert Larrabee 
D’Arlene Llewellyn 
William and Nell Martin 
Ernie Matijasic 
Connie and Rooney Mereness 
Fred and Molly Moffat 
Ralph S. Morey and Lou Salamone 
Mary and Bruce Mozelle 
Paul and Mary Neuhauser 
Laura and Fred Pardee III 
Neil & Sue Page 
Beverly W Parker 
Fred and Shirlee Parman 
Muriel Patram 
Lou and Ginger Pavloff 
Jack and Linda Pendray 
Bob Phipps 
Muriel E. B. Quinn  
Sue Rector 
Grace Riker 
Roger Roszell 
Barbara Roth-Donaldson and  
Frank Donaldson 
Richard and Cynthia Sand 
Daryl Schaal 
Winafred N. Schoeffler 
John and Lyn Simensen 
Cynthia Smyth 
Roberta Somach 
William Spellacy 
Richard Street 
Anno Swain 
Daniel and June Walcott 
Michael and Jennifer Walker 
Cindy and Wes Wasdyke 
Jean M. Williams-Chase 
Mr. and Mrs. John V. Woellner 

 
 
 
We give special thanks to these Friends whose generosity helps underwrite our “Sundays at Six” concert 

series:  John Cooper, Gray Davis, Barbara Diles, Fred and Lorna Hard, Fred and Molly Moffat, Cynthia Smyth, 
Roberta Somach. 

 
Also to Phil Hubbell and Jack and Linda Pendray whose donations underwrite our special Instrumental 

Masses.  Extra special thanks go to Bob Bole, who sponsors two Choral Scholars and anonymous donors 
who sponsor Choral Scholarships with Schola Cantorum.  
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CHRISTMAS AT SAINT BONIFACE 
 

  
December 21st  

 
6pm Christmas Festival of Nine Lessons and Carols 

Schola Cantorum 
 
 

December 24th Christmas Eve 
 

4:30pm Paper Bag Pageant 
 

7:00pm Prelude 
7:30pm Mass of the Nativity 

 
10:30pm Prelude 

11:00pm Mass of the Nativity 
 
 

December 25th Christmas Day 
 

10:00am Christmas Eucharist with Carols

 
 
 
 

 
 
 

 


