
TODAY at ST. BONIFACE CHURCH 

REFRESHMENT SUNDAY Today, the Fourth Sunday of Lent, is known as 
Refreshment Sunday or in the Latin Laetare (Rejoice) Sunday. Since the Church 
gives us this opportunity to lighten the heaviness of the Lenten season, our 
worship today will feel less penitential. 
 

THE ALTAR DECORATIONS during Lent are provided and arranged by 
Doug Hall.   
 

HEALING PRAYERS Healing Ministers are available today during 
communion to pray with you for your special intentions.  After receiving 
communion, proceed to a station, one by the chapel or one in the back of the 
church. 
 

SUNDAY NURSERY Childcare is available for our youngest parishioners 
Sunday mornings 8:45 – 11:45 a.m. in the Nursery, located along the Courtyard, 
with Ms. Yu Ya, our licensed, professional caregiver. 
 

CHURCH SCHOOL  Catechesis of the Good Shepherd  Sunday mornings at 
10:00 am  in the True Vine Atrium, located just past the Bell Tower.  Our 
program is designed for children as young as 3, up through 5th grade. Activity 
areas include stories and parables of Jesus, Baptism, Communion, prayer and 
the Mystery of the Kingdom of God, practical life and care of the Atrium, 
artwork, geography of Israel.  
  

YOUTH GROUP meets on Sundays at 6:00 p.m. in the Youth Studio.  We 
welcome middle and high school students for food, fellowship and worship!  
Contact Wendy Prell for more info, 941-371-8559.  Confirmation class meets at 
5:00 p.m. on Sundays in the Library. 
 

SUNDAY ADULT EDUCATION in the Library at 9:00 a.m. with Fr. Wayne 
Farrell is an in-depth look and conversation of the Sunday scriptures.   
 

SUNDAY BOOK DISCUSSION at 9:00 a.m., in the St. Francis Room. The 
group is studying Mysteries of Faith by Mark McIntosh. Books ($13) are available 
for purchase in the church office.  All are welcome to join us in these lively 
conversations.  For more info, contact Mary Gurley, (941)342-5412. 
 

MUSLIMS AND ISLAM  Adult Ed program Sundays, 11:30 a.m., Boniface 
Community Center.  Nearly ¼ of the world's people are Muslims. They seek to 
live in the way of Islam, understanding that in many ways.  What are Islamic 
life's formative practices and ideas?  How did Islam develop? How has it 
evolved?  What about Islamic Law and its modern interpretations?  Women in 
Islam?  Extremist movements rooted in Islam?  Islamic revival and reform?  
We'll learn about Muslims and Islam as Christians seeking to love our 
neighbors and searching for truth amid our time's fears, rumors, and reports.  
Led by Rev. Jay T. Rock, historian of religions (Ph.D.). 
 

GIVE & TAKE BOOK CART  The Boniface Library Team is looking for book 
donations to fill up the Give & Take Cart.  Their ministry has been so embraced 
that the shelves are almost bare!  Please place your donated books in the bin by 
the cart, and thank you for contributing to this weekly ministry! 
   

LENTEN MEDITATIONS and MITE BOXES   These Lenten resources are 
available in the church entry area.  The daily meditations on Scripture and other 
sources of spiritual wisdom serve as a thoughtful guide for your Lenten 
journey.  (Visit www.episcopalrelief.org to download a copy or sign up for a 
daily email.)  The mite boxes provide a daily practice of providing for others 
from our own abundance.  We will return and bless the mite boxes on the first 
Sunday after Easter, April 23, then send the collection to ERD. 

 

DIOCESAN CYCLE OF PRAYER Today, pray for the parishes of St. Raphael's, 
Fort Myers Beach; St. Stephen's, New Port Richey; St. Thomas', St. Petersburg; 
St. Vincent's, St. Petersburg; St. Wilfred's, Sarasota; Trinity-by-the-Cove, Naples. 
 

SPECIAL OFFERING   Each month, above and beyond our regular giving, we have 
an opportunity to support a specific aspect of or parish life at Saint Boniface.  This 
month’s Special Offering is dedicated to the Staff Appreciation Fund, 
established by the Vestry as a means of recognizing the work of our staff with 
year-end giving, or honoring a member on a noteworthy occasion.  A glance at 
the back of this newsletter shows the breadth of ministries and activities the 
staff supports, ensuring that St. Boniface is a vital spiritual presence serving one 
another and our community in Christ’s name.  Your gift can be a tribute or 
memorial.  –Suzanne Barksdale, Sr. Warden of the Vestry 
 

COMING UP 

3-SERVICE SUNDAYS On Palm Sunday, April 9 and Easter Sunday, April 16, 
the services will be held at 7:45, 9:00 & 11:15 a.m. 
 
WONDERFUL WEDNESDAYS Join us for worship at 5:30 p.m. in the Church, 
social time and catered dinner at 6:00 in the Community Center, (for dinner 
reservations, please sign up at Coffee Hour or call 941-349-5616 x5 by noon the 
Tuesday before, $10pp).  March 8 – April 5:  “Learning Forgiveness”  A five-
week Lenten study led by Rev. Wayne Farrell, after dinner. 
 

FISH FRY FRIDAYS!  Join us every Friday for a delicious fish dinner that 
includes fried Tilapia, macaroni & cheese, coleslaw, cornbread, dessert and a 
drink - and all for only $12. Dine-in or take-out in the Boniface Community 
Center 5 - 8 p.m. 
 

MULCH MADNESS!  Our Eco-Stewardship Team (B.E.S.T.) and St. Joseph 
Workers invite you to a morning of mulch madness.   The church will provide 
the mulch, and we hope you’ll provide the hearts and hands to spruce up our 
church grounds in time for Easter.  Light refreshments provided.  Bring your 
work gloves & hats and meet up in the Courtyard on Saturday, April 1st, 8:30 – 
10:00.  Please sign up at coffee hour or call the church office, (941)349-5616. 
 
 

HOLY WEEK RETREAT  “He Needs You: Reflections on the Way of the Cross”  
You are invited to deepen your Holy Week experience and personal spiritual 
journey at a retreat on Saturday, April 8, from 9 am to 2 pm.  Led by parishioner 
and chaplain Bob Griffiths, we will seek through self-examination, prayer, and 
reflection on ways we may better bear our own crosses and help Jesus carry his 
as we follow him from Jericho to Calvary.   Please bring your own lunch; coffee 
and goodies provided starting at 8:30.  Reserve by calling 941-349-5616, ext. 5. 
 
PEACE & JUSTICE COMMITTEE EVENTS  All are welcome to: 
Nehemiah Action Assembly will meet on Monday, March 27, at 6 pm at the 
Municipal Auditorium. This is the annual spring in-gathering for Sarasota 
United for Responsibility and Equity (SURE), a group of 17 local churches 
whose parishes are concerned with the needs of those on the margins of the 
Sarasota area.  Membership in the group is not required for attendance. 
Gun Safety Forum, April 3, 1:30 p.m. at the Selby Library auditorium, 
sponsored by the Sarasota Co. Brady Chapter.  Guest speaker is Patti Brigham, 
Vice President, FL League of Women Voters, lecturing on present FL statutes on 
gun usage and efforts by the Legislature to expand or amend current laws. 
A Call to A.R.M.S. Walk for refugees and immigrants, Saturday, April 8 at 2 
pm. A non-denominational, non-partisan gathering in support of Acceptance, 
Refuge, Mercy and Solidarity (ARMS).  We’ll meet at "The Kissing" sculpture, 
then walk across the Ringling Bridge and back. Casual dress, it will be a silent 
walk with no written messages or signs. The organizers would like to have an 
estimate of participants from our parish by April 3.  A sign-up sheet will be in 
the Parish Hall at coffee hour. 

EASTER FLOWERS and MUSIC  The altar and sanctuary decorations, and 
special music we enjoy at Easter are thanks to memorial or thanksgiving gifts.  
To add your gift, please use the envelopes in the church entry (or note “Easter 
Flowers and Music” on the memo line of your check). All donations received by 
Palm Sunday, April 9, will be listed in the Easter Sunday leaflet. 
 

HOLY WEEK LABYRINTH WALK  Lent represents the time Jesus spent in the 
wilderness – a time for self-examination and reflection. It is a time of 
repentance, or turning around, a time to refocus your life. Lent is also a time for 
forgiveness of others and yourself, and it can be a time of developing a life of 
gratitude.  How are you growing closer to God?  Our labyrinth walk will focus 
on these ideas. Please join us on Monday, April 10 at 7:00 p.m. in the courtyard 
for this time of reflection and sharing.  For more information contact Sandy 
Wilbur, (941)366-7003. 
 

ST. BONIFACE CHURCH HOSTS DIOCESAN EVENT Bishop Smith will 
hold the Bishop’s Chrism Mass at St. Boniface on Tuesday, April 11, at 10:00 
a.m.  This is the annual renewal of ordination vows for the bishop and diocesan 
clergy, and the Eucharist is the time for the blessing of Chrism and Healing Oils 
for the diocese for the coming year.  All are welcome to attend the service. 
 

SAVE THE DATE!!   The St. Boniface Spring Picnic, sponsored by Foyers, is 
Friday, April 21 at the Sunset Pavilion, Siesta Key Beach.  Tickets are $10 per 
person (kids eat free), and include BBQ chicken, pulled pork, wine, and other 
beverages. Meet and Greet with appetizers and beverages is 5:30 pm and 
Dinner is 6:30 pm.  Sign-ups begin March 26, RSVP by calling 349-5616 (x 5), 
signing up at Coffee Hour, or online at bonifacechurch.org.  Reservations are 
required by April 17th, and your payment confirms your reservation.  For info 
call Connie Mereness (346-1844), Linda Pendray (312-0097), Holley Schroeder 
(966-1466), Bev Parker (349-8789) or Peg Davant (924-9895). 
 
 

THIS WEEK 

OFFICE:  Monday - Thursday 9:00 – 5:00 p.m., Friday 9:00 a.m. -– 1:00 p.m. 
HEALING MISSION: Open Tues. 10:00 a.m. – 12:00 p.m., Wed, 2:00 – 4:00 
p.m., Fri. 10:00 a.m. – 12:00 p.m. call (941)349-5616 x335 for an appointment. 
 

MONDAY, March 27 
5:00 p.m.      Yoga Class – St. Francis 
 

TUESDAY, March 28 
9:00 a.m.         Library Team - Library 

10:00 a.m.       Eucharist - Church  

1:00 p.m.         Prayer Shawl Ministry – Library 

5:00 p.m.         Handbell Choir Rehearsal – Choir Gallery 
 

WEDNESDAY, March 29  
4:30 p.m.         Conversational Spanish - Library 

5:30 p.m.         Evening Prayer – Church 

6:00 p.m.         Wonderful Wednesday Dinner – Community Center 

6:45 p.m.         After Dinner Program – Community Center 

7:00 p.m.         Choir Rehearsal – Choir Gallery 
 

THURSDAY, March 30  
9:00 a.m. Watercolor Group – St. Francis 

10:00 a.m. Eucharist – Church 
 

FRIDAY, March 31 
7:00 a.m.          Men’s Breakfast and Discussion –Serving Spoon, Osprey Ave. 

5:00 p.m.         Fish Fry – Community Center 
 

SATURDAY, April 1 
8:30 a.m.          Mulching event - Courtyard 


