
Saint Boniface News 
Published by Saint Boniface Episcopal Church, 5615 Midnight Pass Road, Sarasota, FL  34242  

DECEMBER 2014 

WEEKLY SERVICES 
 

Sunday Eucharists 

7:45, 9:00 & 11:15 am 
 

Tuesdays 10 a.m. 
Holy Eucharist 

 

Wednesdays 5:30 p.m. 
Evening Prayer  

(Eucharist first Wednesday) 
 

Thursdays 10 a.m. 
Holy Eucharist and Healing  

     Be not afraid. Jesus said it again and again to his followers: “Be not afraid.” When times are troubling, “Be 
not afraid.” When you feel alone, “Be not afraid.” When the future is unclear, “Be not afraid.” Like bookends on Jesus’ life, 
from the announcement of his birth to the proclamation of his resurrection, the heavens continually remind us to “Be not 
afraid.” 

     The Lord appeared to Joseph in a dream and said, "Joseph son of David, be not afraid to take Mary home as your wife, 
because what is conceived in her is from the Holy Spirit.” 

     The angel said to Mary, "Be not afraid, Mary, you have found favor with God. You will be with child and give birth to a son, 
and you are to give him the name Jesus.” 

     The angel of the Lord appeared to the shepherds, and the glory of the Lord shone around them, and they were terrified. 
But the angel said to them, “Be not afraid. I bring you good news of great joy that will be for all the people. Today in the town 
of David a Savior has been born to you; he is Christ the Lord.” 

     Again, at the resurrection, like an exclamation point, the angel said to the women at the tomb, “Be not afraid, for I know 
that you are looking for Jesus, who was crucified. He is not here; he has risen, just as he said.” 

     And finally, the resurrected Lord Jesus himself said to all who would follow him, “Peace I leave with you; my peace I give 
you. I do not give to you as the world gives. Do not let your hearts be troubled and be not afraid.” 

     When fear rattles across the airwaves, and when worries seem to fill your heart, remember the Holy Infant, the Prince of 
Peace. This Holy Season reminds you to rest in the arms of a Mighty Savior, born a child and yet a king, our Lord Jesus Christ. 

          Fr. John Hall  

CHURCH at the BEACH 

SATURDAY, Dec. 6 - 5:00 p.m. 
Come as you are for informal worship and 
fellowship – at the beach!  We meet at the 
yellow lifeguard tower on Siesta Key Beach 
at 5:00 pm. All are welcome! Every first 
Saturday night of the month, join friends 
for some simple songs, prayers, a brief 
homily -  a new way to worship in the 
beauty of God's creation!  Bring a chair or 
towel to sit on. 

CHRISTMAS 
at Saint Boniface Church  

Christmas Eve 

4:30 p.m.  Family Service  

with Pageant and Eucharist 
Every child is invited to be in our famous “paper bag” 

pageant.  Pick out your costume from the paper bags at the church 
entrance. This very family-friendly service lasts one hour or less 

 

7:00 p.m.  Christmas music for Choir, Strings and Organ 

7:30 p.m.  The Christ Mass, featuring the Mass of the Nativity 
 

10:30 p.m.  Christmas music for Choir, Strings and Organ 
11:00 p.m.  The Christ Mass, featuring the Mass of the Nativity 

 

Christmas Day  

10:00 a.m.  Christmas Day Eucharist with Organ and Carols 
 

Sunday, December 28 

7:45, 9:00 & 11:15 a.m.  Eucharists with Organ, Handbells & Carols 
 

New Year’s Day  

10:00 a.m.  Eucharist  

 

Memorial gifts and thanksgiving offerings support the Christmas music 
and decorations.  Please use the envelopes in the church entrance or call  

Carolyn Walker (941-349-5616 x316) by December 15     

From the Rector, 
John C. N. Hall 

December 2014        



DECEMBER at SAINT BONIFACE 

CHRISTMAS SHOPPING TIPS     
For thoughtful and meaningful gifts, we have a few suggestions!   

 

 Mini-Gift Fair – Among the many unique, quality, hand-crafted items 
from artisans around the globe, you’re sure to find something special 
for that special someone on your list at our Fair Trade Mini-Fair 
during Coffee Hours, Sunday, December 7.  Purchases benefit the 
artisans and their communities, and proceeds benefit St. Boniface’s 
local outreach. 

 Tribute Brick – The perfect gift for the person on your list who has 
everything!  Create your personal message, choose the installation 
location in the Courtyard, and we’ll do all the rest!  Forms are available 
in the church entrance and office, and on the website (search “brick”). 

 You Shop, St. Boniface Benefits -- Just click on the Amazon icon on 
our website home page, and you’ll be taken directly to Amazon’s 
website.  They’ll rebate a percentage of your purchases to St. Boniface.   

NEWMAN & OLTMAN GUITAR DUO!    December 14, 4 p.m. 
This acclaimed pair presents a special concert program celebrating the rich 

musical tradition of the Christmas season. The program includes music from 

their best-selling CD, A Christmas Pastorale - 600 Years of Carols, Chorales, 

Preludes & Pastorales For Two Guitars. Featuring music from the Renaissance, 

Baroque, and Classical eras, the program includes a wonderful variety of 

Christmas music, little-known gems, and variations on familiar themes, 

composed by Bach, Handel, Mendelssohn, Pachelbel, Brahms, Corelli, Luther, 

and many others.   Tickets ($15) can be purchased in advance in the Church 

Office or online (search “guitar”) at www.bonifacechurch.org. 

RECTOR’S BIBLE STUDY 

Join rector, John C. N. Hall, in the Library 

Sundays at 10:15 a.m. this month for these 

adult educational offerings: 

December 7 – “Psalms: Discovering a New 

Way”  

December 14 – “Reconstructed Christmas 

Pageant: Gospel Nativity” 

December 21 & 28  –  No classes 

WINTER SOLSTICE 

LABYRINTH WALK 

Saturday, December 20, 5 p.m.  

We’ll talk about the legends surrounding 
Winter Solstice, why Christmas may have 
been set for this time of year, and do a 
ritual for rebirth, forgiveness, and 
sharing.  All are welcome!  For more info, 
contact Sandy Wilbur, (941)366-7003.  

LESSONS & CAROLS  

December 21, 6 p.m. 
 

Our wonderful Schola Cantorum presents this 
ancient service made famous by King's College, 
Cambridge, UK, through their annual Christmas 
Eve worldwide broadcast. The readings tell the 
Christmas story, and between each reading we 
all get to sing favorite carols. Bring your friends, 
but come early, good seats disappear fast! 

BONIFACE  

HANDBELLS 

RINGING  

AT THE SERVICES 

DECEMBER 28! 

BLOOD DRIVE  This Christmas, what better gift to give than the gift of 

life!  It’s quick, simple, and (generally) painless.  You need to be in good 

health, over 17 years old and weigh more than 110 pounds.  To 

schedule your time and avoid long waits, sign up at Coffee Hour. Child 

care available 9:00-11:30 for donors. Sunday, December 21, 8:30 – 

12:30, in the church parking lot.  For more information, contact Nancy 

Rafter (941-346-3972). 

CHRISTMAS DINNER & CAROLING!   

Join us on December 10 at 6 p.m. for food, fellowship and Christmas-

caroling in the Community Center.  We’ll provide the holiday roast and 

dessert, you bring your favorite side dish to share.  Reservations, 

please, by signing up at the Welcome Table (outside the Church) or 

Parish Hall, or call (941)349-5616 x5.   

HOLIDAY BREAK 
The Church Office will be closed  

Wednesday, December 24 thru Friday, 
January 2.  Appointments, only, by 

contacting the staff member you need. 

YOUR YEAR-END GIFT  

MAKES THE DIFFERENCE!      
 

Your special one-time or additional year-
end gift helps us end the year on a 
healthy financial note and paves the way 
for great things in the new year.  For 
convenient, secure giving, visit our 
website (bonifacechurch.org).  In making 
your gift, please remember that for 2014 
deductions the IRS requires gifts to be 
post-marked or received by December 31.  
If your contribution is a charitable gift 
annuity or an IRA, stock, or trust 
distribution, please be sure to work with 
your financial planner so that your 
transfer reaches our account by the 

year’s end.  Thank you! 

http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/File:King%27s_College_Chapel.jpg


And MORE! 

YOUTH NEWS 

A big thanks to everyone who has joined us in playing Santa Clause and 

spreading Christmas joy to the Adopt-a-Family project. The gifts you have 

provided are sure to be a blessing to those receiving them this Christmas.  

As a reminder, the last day to return you UNWRAPPED gifts or to make a cash 

donation is DECEMBER 7th!! Youth group is having their final "official" Youth 

Group meeting that evening, and  to celebrate a great fall together, we are 

having an "Ugly Sweater, Shopping, Wrapping, Christmas Extravaganza!" We 

will meet at 4 p.m. at the Target in Palmer Ranch to finish up shopping for the 

Adopt-a-Family Program, and then head back to Church for the wrapping, 

organizing and party portion.  Anyone grades 6-12 is welcome to join in the 

fun! 

Even though our regular youth group meetings are wrapping up for 2014, we 

will still have opportunities for more casual fun and fellowship: 

Tuesday Homework Study Group - Meeting on Dec 2nd, 9th, and 16th. We are 

NOT meeting on Dec 23rd or 30th.  

Christmas Movie-a-Thon! Kick off winter break and get in the Christmas spirit 

by joining us for a viewing of some of your favorite Christmas movies - Friday, 

December 19th - 4:00-10:30 p.m. 

WALKING THE WAY ~ 2015 ANNUAL APPEAL  Thank you to all who’ve pledged for 2015!   
 

An exciting opportunity for our pledgers:  Your increased generosity now has the power to do twice as much thanks to a 
parishioner, who wishes to remain anonymous!  She has doubled her pledge from $5,000 to $10,000 – and extends a challenge 
for others to follow suit. Double your pledge and she will match your increase.  In her words, “I will match everyone who 
follows in doubling their pledge, up to $50,000 beyond my pledge.”  We welcome all pledge increases but this challenge is for 
doubling your pledge.   
 

If you’ve not yet pledged, we look forward to hearing from you!  Pledge materials are available in the church entry, the 
church office, and on our website.  We look forward to listing all pledgers in our January newsletter.   
 

Your pledge makes the difference as we look toward a vibrant 2015!  Your generosity equips St. Boniface to answer God’s call 
with vital ministries and worship, to be a caring and sharing presence in the world.  Change or make your pledge by 
contacting Betsie Danner at 941-349-5616 x318 or via email at bdanner@bonifacechurch.org.  

GREETINGS TO EACH OF YOU  

FROM YOUR SR. WARDEN 

By the time you receive this, we will have 

started Advent with a beautiful evening service 

on November 30.  I will have said a prayer of 

thanks on Thanksgiving for this wonderful 

church and parish - what a treasure it is.  

Please know that your Vestry wishes you a 

blessed Advent season, and hopes that 

wherever you celebrate our Lord’s birth, you will 

be surrounded by those you love.  This is a 

joyous season and a time to reflect on all the 

blessings God has given us, most of all, the 

birth of our Lord, Jesus Christ. For those that 

are traveling, may God keep you safe.  For 

those that are hosting family and friends, I hope 

we can worship together at one of our 

wonderful services. May God bless you.    

Doug Francis, Senior Warden 

MUSIC OF BUXTEHUDE (1637 – 1707) 
For the season of Advent, at our Sunday services, our 

Organists will present organ music of Dietrich 

Buxtehude, born in Denmark and living most of his 

life in Germany.   Typical of the music of his time, his 

compositions took the forms of Preludes and Fugues, 

Toccatas, Passacaglias, and preludes based on the 

chorales of the Lutheran churches of Denmark and 

Germany, which followed the themes of the church 

year.    

In 1668 Buxtehude was appointed organist of the 

Marienkirche in Lübeck, Germany, which was a very 

demanding post.  He succeeded Franz Tunder, whose 

daughter was “part of the deal,” the couple raised 

seven children.    In addition to playing two services 

every Sunday, he became the business manager of the 

church; hiring and paying employees, keeping the 

church records, and providing supplies.  He continued 

the tradition of Abendmusiken (“Evening Musicales”) 

started by his father-in-law, and which people 

traveled great distances to attend; amazingly, J.S. 

Bach walked 250 miles from Arnstadt to Lübeck! 

Three hundred years later, St. Boniface musicians are 

following in Buxtehude’s footsteps! 

Nearly two years ago, Presiding Bishop 
Schori testified very strongly in support of 
reasonable gun control before a 
Congressional Committee, and members of 
our St. Boniface Peace and Justice 
Committee began to consider how we might 
involve ourselves in resolving this serious 
issue. We soon found ourselves investing in 
printed signs and witnessing for reasonable 
gun control at the Sarasota Bayfront on 
Thursday afternoons. Then, much to our 
pleasant surprise, we were joined by other 
like-minded persons from a variety of other groups, churches, and 
localities who wanted to be a part of this effort; 

This group is now the Sarasota County Brady Chapter of the national 
Brady Campaign to Prevent Gun Violence, and you will not be 
surprised that our local Chapter Advocates Council consists of a 
majority of members from St. Boniface Church. 

Our primary objective is to make Sarasota County a successful model 
for reasonable gun control, which hopefully will inspire others in the 
state of Florida to form similar groups; and then to work cooperatively 
with each other to achieve mutual goals at the state and national level. 

David H. Evans, St. Boniface Peace & Justice Committee 

You can read more of David’s article on our website 
www.bonifacechurch.org/peace_justice 


