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WEEKLY SERVICES 
 

Sunday Eucharists 

8:00 & 10:00 am 
 

Tuesdays 10 a.m. 
Holy Eucharist  

 

Wednesdays 5:30 p.m. 
Evening Prayer 

(Eucharist first Wednesdays)  
 

Thursdays 10 a.m. 
Holy Eucharist and Healing  

Silent Light:  A Service of Healing for the Longest Night 

December 21 is the shortest, and therefore the darkest, day of the year.  

Over the past year many in our community have suffered loss, grief, or other 

difficulty, or are in the midst of challenges to their health.  For many, 

Christmas and the impending New Year bring up painful memories.  If you or 

someone you know is having a difficult time this Christmas, Silent Light: A 

Service of Healing for the Longest Night will focus on helping to ease the 

difficulties.  This year the moon is on the wax with the full moon arriving on 

Christmas night, December 25.  Nonetheless this time of year is particularly 

difficult for so many persons for any number of reasons.  The service will be 

a time for quiet reflection, lighting candles for loved ones being missed or in 

diminished health, anointing with holy oil, and the healing power of the Holy 

Eucharist.  All are welcome to this special service at 5:30 on December 21.   

DLS+    The Rev. Canon David L. Seger 
 

All are welcome to join us after this service for a  

Winter Solstice Labyrinth Walk at 7:00 p.m. 

 

Sunday, December 20 

6:00 p.m. 
 

Don’t miss this wonderful way to begin 

sharing the joy of Christmas!   The St. 

Boniface Parish Choir, under the 

direction of Mary Mozelle, Director of 

Music/Organist, will present the very 

popular Nine Lessons and Carols.   

The service begins with a procession 

as we sing, “Once in Royal David’s 

City,” then opening prayers and each of 

nine lessons will be read and carols will 

be sung.   We hope you will join us!   

CHRISTMAS 
at St. Boniface Church  

 

Christmas Eve 

4:30 p.m.  Family Service  
with Pageant and Eucharist 

Every child is invited to be in our famous “paper bag” pageant.   

Pick out your costume from the paper bags at the church entrance.  

This very family-friendly service lasts one hour or less 
 

7:00 p.m.  Christmas music for Choir, Strings and Organ  
7:30 p.m.  The Christ Mass 

 

10:30 p.m.  Christmas music for Choir, Strings and Organ  

11:00 p.m.  The Christ Mass 
 

Christmas Day  
10:00 a.m.  Christmas Day Eucharist with Organ and Carols 

 

Sunday, December 27 

8:00 & 10:00 a.m.  Eucharist with Carols 
 

New Year’s Eve, Thursday, December 31 

10:00 a.m.  Feast of the Holy Name 
 

Memorial gifts and thanksgiving offerings support the Christmas music 

and decorations.  Please use the envelopes in the church entrance 

or call Lisa Wolf (941-349-5616 x320) by December 18    

HOLIDAY BREAK 
The Church Office will be closed  

Thursday, December 24 thru Friday, 
January 1.  Appointments, only, by 
contacting the staff member you 
need.  The Preschool  is closed 

December 19 to January 3, resuming 
on Monday, January 4 

 

ANNUAL MEETING 

Sunday, January 17, 2016 
 

ALL-PARISH  

PLANNING MEETING 

Saturday, January 23 



 DECEMBER at St. Boniface  

BLOOD PRESSURE SCREENING 

Take a major step in looking after your 
health!  Parishioner and Faith 
Community Nurse, Doriel Boyce, 
encourages you to partake in our 
complimentary screening 
on December 13 in the 
Library following the 10:00 
service. 

WINTER SOLSTICE LABYRINTH WALK 

Monday, December 21, 7:00 p.m.  A 

time for rekindling or rebirthing 

ourselves...a time for forgiveness, a 

time for appreciating those around 

us. Come join us as we walk on the 

longest night to usher in the light of 

Christmas and beyond.  Everyone is welcome! We 

have finger labyrinths for those who may not want 

to walk the labyrinth, of if you have not walked a 

labyrinth before we are happy to help you get 

started.    

 

GIFT IDEAS FOR THAT PERSON ON YOUR LIST WHO HAS 
EVERYTHING   Looking for something for that someone on 
your list who has everything?  We can help!  A tribute brick to 
be placed in the Courtyard shares a special and lasting message.  
Their very own calligraphied name tag – which also supports 
our Eco-Stewardship Team – makes a nice stocking-stuffer.  If 
flowers are more their thing, what about giving the altar flowers 
on a special Sunday?  Contact the church office (941-349-5616)
for more information.  

NATIONAL GUN VIOLENCE SABBATH December 13  
On this, the third anniversary of the tragic Newtown school 
shooting, Faiths United to Prevent Gun Violence will draw 
attention to this day with prayers and programs at the 
Washington Cathedral and in many of our churches to 
remember those who have lost their lives to gunfire. A 
special reminder to our parishioners on this anniversary to 
join us on Thursdays at the Sarasota Bayfront from 4:00 - 
5:00 pm. to Witness for Gun Safety. Contact parishioner 
David Evans, member of Sarasota Brady Chapter, (941) 954
-2059 for more information. 

FAMILY PROMISE 

In this season of giving and receiving, our ministry to unhoused families has 

news to share.  ♦  Thanks to the generosity of parishioner Melliss Swenson, 

meal volunteers and guest families now have a new range when cooking in 

the St. Francis Room kitchen.  Thank you, Melliss!!  ♦ Guest families in this 

successful program work hard and save hard to regain housing and self-

sufficiency.  As you can imagine, Christmas is an especially tough time for 

them.  You can help by providing a gift card ($25 or less to Target or 

Walmart, or prepaid Visa or MasterCard), so the parents can do a little 

Christmas shopping for their children.  ♦  Families will be staying on our 

campus December 13-20 and there are many volunteer opportunities 

available!  Please contact parishioners Lea or Ray Droege for information 

(941-346-7809). 

CALLING ALL ST. BONIFACE AUTHORS!    

If you have a book to your name, we’d love 

to know about it!  Fiction, non-fiction, 

memoir, poetry – whatever your pen has 

put to paper. Please contact Betsie Danner 

(bdanner@bonifacechurch.org) with your 

name, book title, genre and publication 

date. 

WONDERFUL WEDNESDAYS! 
WONDERFUL WEDNESDAYS Join us for worship at 5:30 p.m. in the 

Church, social time and catered dinner at 6:00 in the Community Center, 

(for dinner reservations, please sign up at Coffee Hour or call 941-349-

5616 x5 by noon the Tuesday before, $10pp), then continued fellowship 

at these special happenings: 

December 2:  Advent Wreath Making  If you missed your chance to make 

a wreath for yourself, or to be shared with a shut-in, here’s your second 

chance!  $5 for supplies; pay at the door. 

December 9:  Christmas Caroling  Following dinner we’ll gather over 

cookies and hot chocolate for a sing-along of your favorite Christmas 

carols. 

December 16:  “A Child’s Christmas in Wales”  Settle in after dinner for a 

reading by parishioner, Bob Griffiths, of this Dylan Thomas favorite. 

December 23 and 30:  Wonderful Wednesday  Dinner and Program take a 
break—You are welcome to our Evening Prayer and Potluck supper  

January 6:  Epiphany and White Elephant Exchange  Our evening worship 

will celebrate Epiphany.  Then following dinner, is your chance to trade 

that “special” Christmas present for another treasure. 

BLOOD DRIVE 

This Christmas, what better gift to 

give than the gift of life!  It’s quick, 

simple, and (generally) painless.  You 

need to be in good health, over 17 

years old and weigh more than 110 

pounds.  To schedule your time and 

avoid long waits, sign up at Coffee 

Hour. Sunday, December 20, 8:30 – 

12:30, in the church parking lot.  For 

more information, contact Nancy 

Rafter (941-346-3972). 

EVENING PRAYER & POTLUCK 
On Wednesdays December 23 & 30, 
join us in the Parish Hall at 5:30 pm 
for Evening Prayer followed by a Pot 
Luck Supper.  Please bring a salad, 
main dish, drink or dessert to 
share!   For more information, contact 
Katherine Johnson (941-927-2066). 



and MORE! 

WHERE IN THE WORLD IS ST. BONIFACE?    In Syria, Newtown 

and places in between.  Parishioners kicked off Season with 

typical St. Boniface generosity! 

Our B.A.B.O.O.S. All Saints Festival was a wonderful morning of 

brunch, fellowship and silent auction.  Parishioners enjoyed (re)

connecting, browsing the auction baskets and learning about 

our ministries.  Capping off the festivities is the $3,000 raised for 

Episcopal Relief & Development’s work with Syrian refugees.  

Thanks to ERD's Gift Challenge Matching Funds, our gift 

becomes $6,000! 

We set out special tubs one Sunday to collect candy for Brothers 

and Sisters Doing the Right Thing. Their volunteers plan to stuff 

over 1,200 stockings to distribute to the children and youth in 

the Newtown community this Christmas. The tubs overflowed 

with treats that are sure to brighten these youths’ Christmas 

morning! 

Our October Giving Tree benefitted Sarasota’s Healthy Families 

program which serves at-risk families with young children. This 

highly successful community program – it boasts a 95% success 

rate! – teaches parenting skills and other tools to interrupt the 

cycle of child abuse and neglect. By picking a tag from the 

Giving Tree, parishioners provided basic necessities for the 

program’s “store.” Parents who participate earn “points” to use 

at the “store.” 

 

B.E.S.T. GREEN TIP  Per a new, comprehensive study, Earth is 
home to 3.04 trillion, vs. a prior count of 400 billion, trees, the 
dominant organisms comprising our forests and biomes.  Not such 
good news, however, for human influence, the same study shows, 
has now removed Earth's original number of trees by nearly half, 
and deforestation continues with increasing speed.  Approximately 
10 billion plus-and-climbing trees are lost each year.  Forest 
ecosystems are the biggest losers in their competition with 
humankind for space, and if this accelerating imbalance is left 
unchecked, the consequences for forests and humanity alike will be 
calamitous.  Ultimate biggest loser:   Mother Earth and ALL 
interdependence therein!  September 23rd past, President Obama 
thanked Pope Francis for exhorting all people to honor "our sacred 
obligation to protect our planet - God's magnificent gift to 
us."  AMEN!   -Katherine Johnson 

SEEKING SELFIES 
If you have a recent photo of 
you or your family, we would 
love to add it to our online parish 
directory.  You can send it by mail to 
the church office, or in an e-mail  to 

bdanner@bonifacechurch.org.  

(All pictures are for parish use only 
and are viewable by parish members 
only.) ORGAN MUSIC of JOHANN SEBASTIAN BACH  

 

During the season of Advent this year, all of the 

organ preludes and postludes for the Sunday 

morning services will feature the music of the great 

composer, Johann Sebastian Bach.  He lived from 

1685 to 1750, and during his lifetime composed 

great music for the church, especially for organ.   

Bach was a devout Christian, and wrote the phrase 

Soli Deo Gloria on the last page of every piece of music he 

composed, which translates to, “Only for the glory of God.”  

WOMEN’S BIBLE STUDY    

Starting January 12th, ladies, join Ruth Brown 

for an exciting video series and Bible Study 

on the book of Esther. This study is produced 

by Lifeway, and is created especially for 

women by Beth Moore.  This is a nine week 

study, meeting every Tuesday 10:00-

12:00.  Your workbook can be purchased for 

$15.99 on-line at lifeway.com OR at the 

Lifeway Christian book store on Fruitville 

Road.  Please sign up for this study with Ruth 

now or at Coffee Hour Sunday mornings (as 

of December 13). We understand you might 

not be able to commit to all 9 sessions, join 

us the days you can, you will be glad you 

did.   Questions?  Call Ruth Brown at (330) 

466-8619 or ruthbrown99@gmail.com.   

PIANO RECITAL Dutch pianist, Robbert de 
Vries, will present a recital of music by 
Chopin on Sunday, December 6, at 3:30 p.m. 
here at St.Boniface Church.  In addition to 
the b minor Sonata, the program will consist 
of the Polonaise op. 26, the Scherzo op. 39, 
the Berceuse, three Mazurkas, two Etudes 
and the Waltz op. 42.  Tickets are $15, 
available at the door at the time of the 
concert. 

LITERARY LADIES        

We hope you’ll join us in this newly formed 

book group.  Our inaugural meeting will be 

on Thursday, January 14, 2016 at 10:30am, 

at St. Boniface.  Future meetings will be 

held on the second Thursday of each month 

at 10:30am in the same location.  We have 

selected award winning All the Light We 

Cannot See by Anthony Doerr for discussion 

at this meeting.  Please come with your 

book suggestions for future meetings.  The 

group will be limited to a maximum of 

10.  Please email Rita Dadzis at 

rdadzis@gmail.com if you would like to be a 

member of this new group. 



 
Many Episcopalians are surprised to learn that The Reconciliation of a Penitent 

(BCP, pp. 446-452) is a Sacrament of The Episcopal Church.  In fact it is one of the seven 
sacraments of our Church (BCP p. 861).  Perhaps it is the least understood.  Why tell 
God something that He already knows … in the presence of another person?  There are 
times in our lives when things we do (or do not do) block us from growing spiritually.  
There are things that stand between us and God and we cannot get around them.  
Penance is a way of removing the barriers that our bad behaviors create.   
  

As a child I learned about Confession and a saying about it that I have never 
forgotten:  “All may.  Some should.  None must.”  My experience is that most of us place 
ourselves in the third category; consequently most Episcopalians never bother.  I have 
also found that once persons are made aware of the availability of this Sacrament some 
find it a considerable comfort and of spiritual value in their personal growth.   
 
 The centuries long practice of confessing one’s sins to God in the presence of a 
priest who can then pronounce absolution is a powerful sacrament.  I have found in my 
own life that it is an important way to make a break with past sins.  Saying the 
confession out loud and having a priest give counsel and pronounce absolution is a 
powerful act.  Not only do I affirm that The Episcopal Church offers the Sacrament of 
Reconciliation, I highly recommend the practice.   
 
 A Franciscan friar that I knew spoke of the Sacrament as God’s Septic Tank.  We 
dump the waste of our lives in Confession, freeing ourselves from the baggage too long 
carried around.  But having cleansed our hearts in Reconciliation, we must then let the 
sins go.  To go back over those past failings would be as useful as reaching back into a 
septic tank to stir up the contents.  Confess your sins and God will separate them from 
you as far as the east is from the west.  Confess them in the presence of another, 
expressing true repentance and amendment of life and you should find it easier to walk 
away from that past.   
 
 If this is something you would like to explore I invite you to consult with Andi 
Taylor or me.  We both are available to visit with you about this and assist you with 
your decision as well as how to make a self-examination in preparation for availing 
yourself of the Sacrament.  It is particularly appropriate in the seasons of Advent and 
Lent.  The Reconciliation of a Penitent is a matter of strictest confidentiality.  DLS+ 
 
The Rev. Canon David L. Seger 
 
  
 
 

The Reconciliation of a Penitent 



 
Greetings from your Sr. Warden, 
 

I hope this letter finds your heart filled with the memories of Thanksgiving with 
family, friends, and so much good food.  We all have so much for which to be thankful.  I’m 
especially thankful to God for our parish family and the joy and peace we enjoy in our 
worship and in our different ministries.  For those of you who were not able to come to the 
Thanksgiving Eve Eucharist, there were over fifty of us who filled the Chapel of Christ the 
King.  Our worship was led by Fr. David and the retired clergy with Mary Mozelle providing 
the piano music.  The readers, acolyte, and altar guild provided their usual support to 
make the worship service a wonderful, meaningful experience.  
 

As we approach the holy season of Advent and the celebration of the coming of our 
Lord, we give thanks to God the Giver for the blessed Annual Appeal we are having.  
Pledges have come in early and generously.  Increases and new pledges have far 
outweighed any decreases or lost pledges.  If things continue to track as they have been, 
we could come close to having a balanced budget in 2016.  For this we are most grateful 
and thank you for supporting Christ’s ministries at St. Boniface.  We are excited to share 
with you some ideas on how we can all join in to be of help to our community and to those 
who are in need. 
 

It hardly seems possible, but we are starting to make plans for our 2016 Annual 
Meeting and an All Parish Planning Meeting.  Our Annual Meeting will take place on 
Sunday, January 17 immediately following the 10:00 a.m. worship service.  We will provide 
a brief overview of our Annual 2015 Report, as well as the Annual Budget for 2016.  Fr. 
David will give us his thoughts about our transition journey from 2015 to 2016. 
 

The All-Parish Planning meeting will be held Saturday, January 23, and we will ask 
for your thoughts on our search for a new priest and about our worship and ministries for 
2016. 
 

My friends, we can’t do either of these meetings without each and every one of you.  
We are a family and your input is critical in planning how we wish to bring Christ’s love 
and caring into our community and the world.  We need to define and plan for what we 
want to be and what we want to do this coming year.  I believe God wants us to do it 
together, with all our voices being heard.  Please put these dates on your new 2016 
calendars. 
 

I thank God for his grace and guidance over this past year, and I thank you for being 
my family at St. Boniface Church. 
 
Blessings, 
Doug Francis 
 
 

From the Sr. Warden                                                                                    December 2015 
 


