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WEEKLY SERVICES

Sunday Eucharist
8:00 & 10:00 am
Tuesdays 10 a.m.
Holy Eucharist

As our St. Boniface Preschool comes to a finish, we celebrate
this ministry of over 36 years. We are thankful that this
supportive parish, beautiful campus and talented staff, through
the years, has loved and nurtured so many families and helped
to create leaders in this community and beyond.
…And a little child shall lead them. Isaiah 4:6

Wednesdays 5:30 p.m.
Evening Prayer
(Eucharist first Wednesdays)
Thursdays 10 a.m.
Holy Eucharist and Healing

Sunday, December 9
6:00 p.m.
Please join us for our annual service
of lessons and carols! The St.
Boniface Choir offers seasonal choral
music, presented alongside
congregational hymns and organ
music. This beautiful and well-loved
liturgy offers us the opportunity to
experience more fully the Advent
season in preparation for the
celebration of Christmas. All are
welcome!

Christmas at St. Boniface
Sunday, December 23 - Advent IV
8:00 & 10:00 a.m. Eucharist

our youngest parishioners on Sunday
mornings 8:45 – 11:45 a.m. in the
Nursery with Ms. Yu Ya, our licensed,
professional caregiver.

Christmas Eve
4:30 p.m. Family Service
with Pageant and Eucharist
Everyone is invited to be in our famous “paper bag” pageant.
Pick out your costume from the paper bags at the church entrance.
This very family-friendly service lasts one hour or less

CHURCH SCHOOL

7:00 p.m. Christmas music with visiting guest musicians
7:30 p.m. The Christ Mass

NURSERY Childcare is available for

Weaving God’s Promises
Children in Pre-K4 to 5th grade are
welcome to join us on Sundays at 10:00
a.m. A friendly greeter at the Welcome
Table can direct you and your child to
the classroom. The children return to
their parents in church just before
communion. For more information,
contact Fr. Jonathan Evans, (941)3495616 x313.

ST. BONIFACE CHURCH
ANNUAL MEETING
Sunday, January 27, 2019

10:30 p.m. Christmas music with visiting guest musicians
11:00 p.m. The Christ Mass (with incense)

Christmas Day
10:00 a.m. Christmas Day Eucharist with Organ and Carols
Sunday, December 30
8:00 & 10:00 a.m. Eucharist
Memorial gifts and thanksgiving offerings support the Christmas music
and decorations. Please use the envelopes in the church entrance or
call Lisa Wolf (941-349-5616 x320) by December 17

DECEMBER at St. Boniface Church
HOLIDAY HOURS

The Church Office will be open half days
Mondays, December 24 & 31, 9:00 a.m. to 1:00
p.m., then closed Tuesday, December 25 thru
Friday, December 28, and Tuesday, January 1.
Appointments, only, by contacting the staff
member you need.

FAITH & FOUNDATIONS
To better learn about our Episcopal and Anglican
heritage, sacraments, liturgies, and theologies of
the church, join us for Faith and Foundations.
The format includes lecture, sharing in groups,
and opportunities to practice. Lifelong
Episcopalians or new to the church—all are
welcome! Community Center

CONTEMPLATIVE PRAYER GROUP If you

are seeking some peaceful, reflective time in your
life, consider being a part of this prayer group.
Give yourself the gift of an hour of prayer and
sharing. The group meets in the Healing Mission
on Sunday, December 9 at 11:45 a.m and
Thursday, December 13 at 11:00 a.m. All are
welcome! For more information, please contact
Fr. Michael Piovane at 610-442-0983.
BLUE CHRISTMAS: A Way to Navigate the Holidays

Getting through the holidays while getting
through grief and loss is especially difficult. The
Beyond the Broken Heart support group for grief
and loss will be specifically addressing this issue on
December 2 at our gathering that meets in the
St. Francis Room. On Sunday, December 16, there
will be a Blue Christmas memorial in the outdoor
chapel, after the 10:00 liturgy in place of the usual
Beyond the Broken Heart meeting. Whether your
loss was recent or long ago, these two special
sessions may be a source of comfort and solace.

SUNDAY READINGS in DECEMBER
You may find these helpful in preparing for
worship Sunday mornings, or if you are joining us
via our live video stream. All readings are from the
NRSV translation of the Bible. Visit our website
and search “readings” for downloadable copies.
December 2, 1st Sunday of Advent: Jeremiah 33:14
-16; 1 Thessalonians 3:9-13; Luke 21:25-36; Psalm 25:1
-9
December 9, 2nd Sunday of Advent: Baruch 5:1-9
or Malachi 3:1-4; Philippians 1:3-11; Luke 3:1-6;
Canticle 4 or 16
December 16, 3rd Sunday of Advent: Zephaniah
3:14-20; Philippians 4:4-7; Luke 3:7-18; Canticle 9
December 23, 4th Sunday of Advent: Micah 5:2-5a;
Hebrews 10:5-10; Luke 1:39-45, (46-55); Canticle 15
(or 3) or Psalm 80:1-7
December 30, 1st Sunday after Christmas: Isaiah
61:10-62:3; Galatians 3:23-25; 4:4-7; John 1:1-18;
Psalm 147 or 147:13-21

This fall, from Cottage Meetings to
parishioner lay witnesses, we’ve shared
ideas for transforming generosity, as we
consider our financial support for St.
Boniface Church in 2019. Putting Jesus’ call for love, mercy and
justice first, how might our own lives look? How might St. Boniface
look?
We gratefully list all who have responded with their pledge for 2019.
If you have not yet pledged, please do so today! Additional pledge
info and materials are available in the church entry, the church office
and on our website (click on the Give tab).

NOMINATIONS for the VESTRY CLASS of 2021 If you are interested
in serving on the St. Boniface Church Vestry (term 2019-2021) or
nominating a fellow parishioner, forms are available on the counter in the
church entry, on our website, or in the church office.
For more
information, feel free to contact a member of the Vestry Nominating
Committee:
Suzanne Barksdale, Suzanne Gregory, Reg Irvine, Paul
Neuhauser (contact info on the back of this leaflet). Completed forms
should be in to the church office by December 6th.

WONDERFUL WEDNESDAYS
Join us for worship at 5:30 p.m. in the Church, social time and catered
dinner at 6:00 in the Community Center, (for dinner reservations, please
sign up at Coffee Hour or call 941-349-5616 x5 by noon the Tuesday
before, $10pp), then programs after dinner:
December 5, 12, 19: Adventen Art Join Deacon Elisa Hansen, Head of
Library Services at the John and Mable Ringling Museum of Art, for this
illuminating series.
December 26: no service, dinner or program

MEDITATION in MOTION: Labyrinth Event
This Advent, we will set aside some time to give people the opportunity to
walk the Labyrinth in prayerful support of the world’s displaced persons
seeking refuge and asylum. The United Nations estimates
there are currently 68.5 million people displaced by war,
violence, religion and poverty. Our gathering will begin at
10:30 a.m. on Saturday, December 8, in the Chapel of St.
Mary (outside) with a brief prayer service, then a guided
meditation walk of the Labyrinth.
HIKES & PRAYERS Join Fr. Jonathan and Fr. Fred Mann on this new
outdoor ministry! Meeting at Oscar Sherer State Park, we will lead
through a gentle hike (about a mile), stopping at various points to do
the liturgy together. Not a challenging walk, but be sure to bring your
walking shoes and water. A very family friendly event and great way
for us to enjoy God's creation! Saturday, December 15, 4:00 p.m., $5
entrance fee, meet up at the Nature Center. Please sign up at Coffee
Hour or contact the Church Office, 941-349-5616, if you plan on
coming.

YOUR YEAR-END GIFT MAKES THE DIFFERENCE!

Your special onetime or additional year-end gift helps us end the year on a healthy financial
note and paves the way for great things in the new year. For convenient,
secure giving, visit our website (www.bonifacechurch.org). In making your
gift, please remember that for 2018 deductions the IRS requires gifts to be
post-marked or received by December 31. If your contribution is a charitable
gift annuity or an IRA, stock, or trust distribution, please be sure to work with
your financial planner so that your transfer reaches our account by the year’s
end. Thank you!

and BEYOND!
FROM THE RECTOR’S DESK

December 2018

Let me begin by offering thanks to God for the initial response to our annual appeal! The Vestry is grateful to
all who have returned a pledge card. If you have not made your 2019 pledge, please do so. A special thank you
to the Stewardship Committee. As we Transform Generosity together, we’ll celebrate a final total in a few
weeks.
In the world around us, Christmas is already in full swing. But for us, first, it’s Advent!
Advent signals that we have started the new church year, and everything unfolds from here. Advent means
“coming toward.” All the words of the hymns and prayers this season reflect anticipation, reminding us to
watch, wait, prepare, long for, and hope. It is one of my favorite seasons because it focuses on all of the ways in which
Jesus Christ comes towards us; in his first and second coming, as well as in his daily visitation with us.
Which is why we will, again this Advent, use the Office of Morning Prayer for the Liturgy of the Word during the Sunday Holy
Eucharist. By hearing a portion of The Daily Office each Sunday, I hope that you will develop a deep affection for Morning
Prayer. Praying the Office each morning is a great way to join with Jesus daily, especially in preparation and anticipation for
Christmas.
Beyond praying the Daily Office, lighting your own Advent wreath or the keeping an Advent calendar are also helpful ways
to focus your daily devotion this season.
Another annual Advent tradition is the Festival of Nine Lessons and Carols. Join us here at 6:00 pm on the Second Sunday
of Advent, December 9, as the choir and readers present this wonderful and cherished Anglican event. Use the evening as an
opportunity to invite your friends and neighbors to experience your church.
On Thursday evening, December 13, I look forward to enjoying The Westcoast Black Theater Troupe’s performance of
“Black Nativity” with 150 or so of you at the Sarasota Opera House. Thanks to our organizers and sponsors for this fun night of
St. Boniface fellowship.
Finally, our Christmas worship this year promises to be as glorious as ever. Trish and I send you and your family our love
and best wishes for this holy season.
God bless,

Wayne+
CELEBRATING 65 YEARS!

St. Boniface Church will be celebrating its 65th
anniversary in 2019, with events planned throughout
the year. A subcommittee of the Vestry, including Judy
Stickler, Ann Hardcastle, Phil Baker, Reg Irvine and
Tom Krueger, has been meeting to make sure our
celebrations are festive, meaningful and memorable!
A church is not a building, but the people of God who worship
there. With that in mind, we will primarily focus on our members - for
it is all of us that together make St. Boniface Church unique.
We plan to publish a “history” of the parish, which will include
some highlights of our growth and development since our planting
as a mission church of the Church of the Redeemer. This section of
our history will include a discussion with pictures of our current
sanctuary, with its organ, cross over the altar, stained glass
windows, and kneelers, needlepointed by members of the
congregation.
We are hoping that all members of the parish who are
comfortable doing so will participate by sharing (in 250 words or
less) a key life event or experience, or a meaningful anecdote about
what St. Boniface means to you, and how membership has impacted
you and/or your family. As you enjoy holiday gatherings with family
and friends until then, think about what you’d like and are willing to
share. We will be preparing a template to help you organize your
story, which we will distribute during early January.

AND SAVE THE DATE! For our Dinner Gala
* * * Sunday, FEBRUARY 24, 2019 * * *
FROM THE LIBRARY TEAM
Did you know that St Boniface Church has its own
Library? It is located just past the Parish Hall. If you
are looking for a self help book, a particular
religious topic or a book written by one of our own
church members, the Church Library is the place to
visit! You’re welcome to borrow a book, but please
remember to sign it out! Happy browsing!

COMPASSIONATE CONVERSATIONS
Once per month
during season, we will take time to learn more about and pray
for the things in the world that grieve God and grieve us –
globally, nationally, and locally – and how our faith informs our
responses. The format includes an informative presentation
with small group discussions, learning how to talk with love
about difficult topics. Please join us for our next conversation
on Sunday, December 16, after the 10:00 service.
Lifetouch, Inc. professional photographers will
be back January 28 – February 1 taking more
photos for our parish pictorial directory! Make
BE SURE
your portrait appointment, at Coffee Hour or by
YOU’RE
calling the church office beginning December
IN THE
30.
There is no obligation to purchase
PICTURE!
anything.
Each household photographed
receives a free copy of the church directory
and a free 8 x 10 copy of their portrait. See
newsletter insert for more info. Our traditional print directories
will still be available but only those households photographed
will receive a copy of the color pictorial directory. If you will not
be here for the week of the photos and want to be in the
directory, please contact parishioner Alice Reid (see below).
Volunteers to help parishioners sign up for their portrait
appointments and/or make reminder calls are needed. To
volunteer or learn more, contact parishioners Alice Reid
(seattlealice@gmail.com or 206-571-6393) or Denise Ayre
(jndayre@gmail.com or 941-342-0446).

IRA’s as CHARITABLE GIFTS? If you are 70 ½ or older and facing

required minimum distributions from your IRA, you may benefit from the socalled IRA charitable rollover. This provision allows eligible individuals to
transfer up to $100,000 directly from an IRA to one or more qualified
charitable organizations (such as St. Boniface!). The IRA withdrawal counts
toward your RMD, but is not considered taxable income nor a tax deduction.
Consult your financial advisors to determine whether this giving option is
appropriate for you. Contact your IRA administrator for appropriate forms.

BONIFACE OUTREACH
RESURRECTION HOUSE is a day center for the homeless
population in Sarasota. It provides them with showers,
laundry, clothing, food and assistance with substance
abuse and mental health issues. The following items are
always in great demand, please drop off your donations in
the blue bin in the Parish Hall:
 men’s and women’s clothing – especially sweatshirts
and hoodies
 men’s jeans and shorts suitable for day labor work, and
black pants for restaurant jobs (sizes 36” and smaller)
 new underwear and socks
 shoes
 backpacks and totes
 personal size toiletries, towels, sheets and blankets are
also appreciated.
HABITAT for HUMANITY at ST. BONIFACE
The new Habitat community, Hammock Place, began
its volunteer phase last month. And we need you to help!
Habitat is planning a special St. Boniface build day on
Saturday, January 19 for the new 40-home community.
Parishioners are invited to volunteer, and/or to make
contributions to the $1,200 fund needed for this day (checks
payable to St. Boniface Church, noting “Habitat” on the
memo line). Want to get involved sooner? Volunteers are
welcome on Tuesdays, Thursdays and Saturdays from 7:30
- 12:00 noon. No special skills are needed – just the desire
to see a deserving family in a home of their own.
Early mornings with hammer in hand, not your calling?
A recently launched program offers new ways to support
Habitat Sarasota and prospective homeowners. A variety of
ways are available – including interviewing prospective
homeowners, teaching basic budgeting classes and
interviewing existing homeowners for suggestions on
making the program even more effective, and mentoring
future homeowners. This new program involves one
evening meeting a month, and as much additional time as
you are willing to give helping the new prospective
homeowners.
To be part of the action for this exciting new project
sign-up at www.habitatsrq.org or contact our parishioner,
Steve Reid (stevereid4@gmail.com or 206-571-6392).

STAYING IN TOUCH
“Dear St. Boniface Friends - Thank you so much for your
beautiful card which arrived today. You touched my
heart. It was so good to see so many familiar names - and
new ones as well. It was really kind of you to do this for
me. You brightened a rather dreary and cold (51 degrees)
day. There will be a special place in heaven for guys like
you who are so thoughtful of others. I doubt if I will get
back for a visit. But when I look at your card – and see you
when I join in the service on my computer every Sunday –
I'm back there again with my ‘family.’ Thanks so
much. Lots of love – Bob”
The above thank you is from longtime parishioner and
volunteer, Bob Karlson, on receipt of a “thinking of you
card” circulated by friends at Coffee Hour one morning.
Bob moved to Ohio to be near family in late 2016. But, as
you can see, he still feels part of our family!

MAKE ROOM for 2019!
Clean out your closets and cupboards, and bring your gently
used clothing and household goods to Goodwill. Their
Giving Mobile will be parked at St. Boniface Monday,
December 10 through Sunday, December 16, from 9am—
5pm each day. In 2017, Goodwill Manasota served 11,672
individuals, assisted 360 veterans, placed 555 people in jobs,
provided 19,450 hours of on-the-clock training and
education, diverted 41 million pounds from our local landfills
and had an economic impact of $92.1 million. Through the
sales of your donated goods and through philanthropic
donations, Goodwill provides employment training, job
placement, career services and other mission services that
lead to self-sufficiency. St. Boniface Church welcomes the
opportunity to partner with Goodwill.

LET YOUR LIGHT SHINE this Christmas with a special gift
for that person on your list who has everything! Episcopal
Relief & Development’s Gifts for Life alternative giving
catalog offers tangible and meaningful ways to create lasting
change this holiday season. Through the end of the year your
gift will have double the impact, thanks to a group of donors
who will make matching gifts. Visit their website (https://
support.episcopalrelief.org/gifts) or pick up a catalog from the
church entry area.

VIGIL for VICTIMS of GUN VIOLENCE
Join Sarasota Brady Chapter members on the sixth
anniversary of the Sandy Hook shootings for a vigil to be
held at St. Andrew Church of Christ 6908 Beneva Road.
Featured speaker will be state representative Margaret
Good. Friday, December 14, 6:00 p.m.
BLOOD DRIVE What better gift to give this Christmas than
the gift of life! Every donation touches up to 5 lives in our
community. It’s quick, simple, and (generally) painless. You
need to be in good health, be over 17 years old and weigh
more than 110 pounds. To schedule your appointment time,
sign up at Coffee Hour. Sunday, December 16, 8:30 –
12:00, in the church parking lot. For info contact Nancy
Rafter (941-402-3302).

VESTRY NEWS

HEALTH NEWS

OUR NEWEST VESTRY MEMBERS
We welcome to the vestry team
Sandy Wilbur (class of 2020) and Denise Ayre (class of 2019):

A word from the Parish Nurse:

Born in Buffalo, NY I've been moving south ever since,
landing in Sarasota in 2003. I found my way to St. Boniface
in June of that year.
Prior to coming here I was a physical education teacher for
kindergarten through college students in various parts of
New Jersey. I "retired" early and decided to look for
different experiences, which led to two different book
stores, nearly five years at a golf course working in the pro shop and office,
then a 1 1/2 year stint in a Victorian house museum as a docent and daily
office manager. While doing this I also served on the vestry and as junior
warden at Church of the Advent in Cape May, NJ.
Along came the opportunity to become executive director of NJAHPERD
(NJ Assoc. for Health, Physical Education, Recreation and Dance), which I
did for nearly nine years, working with terrific professionals. Together we
helped the association grow and become well known.
Early on at St. Boniface Church, I had the chance to work with the group
that ran the Global Gift Fair and also served on Wayne Farrell's
discernment committee.
Now I have the pleasure of being a member of B.E.S.T. (Boniface EcoStewardship Team), the Sunday Book Group, and the Center for Spiritual
Transformation team. I am a reader/chalice bearer, Eucharistic Visitor, and
it is my privilege to be the mentor for our EfM ( Education for Ministry)
group.
Thank you for the opportunity to serve. Sandy Wilbur, SCHC
My husband, John, and I moved from Indianapolis with
four cats December 13th, 2016, leaving four inches of
snow behind. I am a pharmacist by training but decided to
take “early” retirement to enjoy our new Florida living. I’m a
preacher’s kid, brought up in the Moravian Church which is
now in full communion with the Episcopal church. My path
to the Episcopal church was a bit circuitous but I finally got
there. We were members of Christ Church Cathedral in
Indianapolis for 20 years where I served on the vestry and
the last two years in Indianapolis were spent at Trinity Episcopal.
As with all people who relocate, we needed to find a doctor, a dentist, a vet
and, of course, a church home. After a bit of shopping, friends from
Indianapolis told us we should try St. Boniface and after the second visit, I
knew I had found that home. I think the onus of choosing and becoming
involved in a church is on the newcomer but the warmth and friendliness
shown at those first two visits and subsequently and openness to and
acceptance of all made that decision incredibly easy.
My stewardship of time and perhaps some talent has taken the form of
working with the church’s involvement with Rise Against Hunger, All Faith’s
Food Bank and, most recently, assisting with cooking breakfast for the
homeless and near-homeless at 12-Springs church downtown. (I’ve been
told I flip a mean pancake). Working with the 7-10 year-olds and Dr. Guyer
with the Siesta Youth Chorale has been a particular joy and I have very
much appreciated the opportunity to meet many parishioners as I have
been assisting with the pictorial directory.
I look forward to serving as one of your vestry persons for the next year
and to journeying together to see what God has in store for this incredible
parish. Denise Ayre

Fall is here, and a welcome back to our friends
who have been away for the summer!
The holidays are around the corner and flu
season is here. A reminder to have your flu shot if
you have not done so - last year’s flu season was
pretty bad.
This month I would like to focus on FALLS
PREVENTION, by being aware of and improving
our safety at home. Some suggestions:



have an occupational therapist evaluate your
home and make suggestions. Your physician
can refer one to you



improve lighting inside and outside, white
light rather than yellow



always turn the lights on and do not try to
navigate around furniture in the dark - no
matter how well you know your home, there
can be an accident



install nightlights, have a bedside lamp, and a
flashlight within reach in case of an
emergency



arrange furniture so it’s easier to navigate.
Rearrange other items in your home to make
them more easily accessible. Move items to
lower shelves if possible.



secure carpets and rugs, or use nonskid
rugs



have grab bars and grab rails installed in
bathroom and shower, and use skid trips in
shower. Have raised toilet seats installed.



clean up spills promptly, and avoid wet floors



be sure to close the dishwasher when you
have emptied or filled it – it’s so easy to trip
on an open door



be sure to use handrails on stairs and
walkways, inside and outside, and don’t
hesitate to use your cane or walker if you
need to, and make sure it’s always within
reach at bedside, etc.



always take the time to “SIT”, “STAND”, then
“MOVE.” This is called the three minute rule,
to give the body time to adjust - but take
whatever time needed



if you are alone, keep your phone handy, and
also, the use of an emergency help button is
a plus

I am sure we can all think of other things to help
us move in safety, and prevent injury to self.
Remember, “our body is God’s temple,” and we
need to take care.
HAPPY AND BLESSED CHRISTMAS SEASON TO ALL
Doriel Rock Boyce, RN

