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WEEKLY SERVICES

Sunday Eucharist
8:00 & 10:00 am
Tuesdays 10 a.m.
Holy Eucharist
Wednesdays 5:30 p.m.
Evening Prayer
(Eucharist first Wednesdays)
Thursdays 10 a.m.
Holy Eucharist and Healing
CHURCH SCHOOL
Weaving God’s Promises
Children in Pre-K4 to 5th grade
gather Sundays at 10:00 a.m. A
greeter at the Welcome Table can
direct you and your child to the
classroom. The children return to
their parents in church just before
Communion.

NURSERY Childcare is available for
our youngest parishioners on Sunday
mornings 8:45 – 11:45 a.m. in the
Nursery with Ms. Yu Ya, our licensed,
professional caregiver.

TAIZÉ at ST. BONIFACE
This very prayerful and moving
contemplative service, set in a casual
setting, will be officiated in the Chapel
of Christ the King on Saturday,
December 7, 5:00 p.m. If you are
interested in participating with the
readings or music please contact Fr.
Michael Piovane, 610-442-0983.

SERAPHIC FIRE December 9, 7:30 p.m.
The Friends of Music present this GRAMMY®-nominated
vocal ensemble, bringing a stunning performance with
Christmas carols both ancient and modern. James K. Bass,
director of Choral Studies at UCLA’s Herb Alpert School of
Music,
conducts.
Tickets
are
on
sale
now
at
bonifacechurch.org/music. Buy your tickets now for a
discounted price of $40, student discount tickets $25 (must
present a valid student ID at door). Tickets are $50 at door.

Christmas at St. Boniface
Sunday, December 22 - Advent IV
8:00 & 10:00 a.m. Holy Eucharist
Christmas Eve
4:00 p.m. Family Service
with Pageant and Holy Eucharist
Everyone is invited to be in our famous “paper bag” pageant.
Pick out your costume from the paper bags at the church entrance.
This very family-friendly service lasts one hour or less

7:00 p.m. The Christ Mass with Lessons & Carols
10:00 p.m. The Christ Mass with Lessons & Carols (with incense)

Christmas Day
10:00 a.m. Christmas Day Eucharist with Organ and Carols
Sunday, December 29 - Christmas I
8:00 & 10:00 a.m. Holy Eucharist
Memorial gifts and thanksgiving offerings support the Christmas music
and decorations. Please use the envelopes in the church entrance or
call Lisa Wolf (941-349-5616 x320) by December 16

EUCHARIST for the DEAF

Join us Sunday, December 1, 12:00
p.m. for a simple liturgy in American
Sign Language that’s accessible to
all Deaf people, regardless of their
proficiency in English.
All are
welcome! We will also hold another
service just before Christmas on
Sunday, December 22.
PRAYER & OUT A young adult get
together on select Sunday evenings at
8pm. We pray by candlelight and then go
out afterward. Contact Fr. Jonathan
Evans for details.

Saturday, December 7
9:00 am – 2:00 pm
St. Boniface
Community Center
with something for everyone!

DECEMBER at St. Boniface Church
Beyond the Broken Heart grief & loss
group invites you to attend a “Blue
Christmas” service on December 16 at
6:00 p.m., a special gathering for
anyone who feels the absence of loved
ones at this time of year, regardless of how recently or
long ago that loss may have occurred. For more
information contact Rita Valenti-Piovane (610)442-0984.

BROWN BAG CONVERSATIONS This new group
at St. Boniface Church meets next month on Thursday,
December 19 at 12:30 in the St. Francis Room,
gathering for lunch (BYO), a video, and discussion on a
timely topic of interest This month’s video is Diana
Butler Bass’ “Table Memory,“ on the collapse of
‘pyramid structures’ and renewal of ‘table structures.’

HIKES & PRAYERS December 21, 3:00 p.m., at

Myakka State Park (meeting just inside the entrance off
SR 72). Fr. Fred Mann will lead us in prayers as we walk
a few miles. Please call to sign up, 941-349-5616.

BLOOD DRIVE What better gift to give this Christmas
than the gift of life!
A few minutes on Sunday,
December 15, 8:30 – 12:00, in the church parking lot,
will impact up to 5 lives in our community. Donating is
quick, simple, and (generally) painless. You need to be
in good health, be over 17 years old and weigh more
than 110 pounds. All donors receive a coupon from
Carrabba’s for a free entrée with purchase of an entrée.
Schedule your appointment time at Coffee Hour. For info
contact Nancy Rafter (941-402-3302).

LITERARY LADIES meet on Thursday, December 12 at
10:00 a.m. in the Crediton Room to discuss Two Steps
Forward, by Graeme Simsion and Anne Buist. For more
information, contact Marilyn Hill, 941-374-1990.

JAMES GUYER ORGAN RECITAL Wednesday,
December 11, 12:15 at Church of the Redeemer,
with works by Bach, Demessieux, Dupré, and Near.

WOMEN’S BOOK GROUP
We’ll gather for a
Christmas party this month, and resume our book
discussions in the new year. Please bring a favorite
appetizer (finger food only!) and join in the festivities.
December 9, 3:30 pm., significant others welcome,
RSVP Joanna Cleary (941-966-8156).

SUNDAY READINGS in DECEMBER
You may find these helpful in preparing for worship
Sunday mornings, or if you are joining us via our live
video stream. All readings are from the NRSV translation
of the Bible. Visit our website and search “readings” for
downloadable copies.
December 1, Advent 1 Isaiah 2:1-5, Romans 13:11-14,
Matthew 24:36-44, Psalm 122
December 8, Advent 2 Isaiah 11:1-10, Romans 15:4-13,
Matthew 3:1-12, Psalm 72:1-7, 18-19
December 15, Advent 3 Isaiah 35:1-10, James 5:7-10,
Matthew 11:2-11, Psalm 146:4-9
December 22, Advent 4 Isaiah 7:10-16, Romans 1:1-7,
Matthew 1:18-25, Psalm 80:1-7, 16-18
December 29, First Sunday after Christmas Isaiah 61:1062:3, Galatians 3:23-25; 4:4-7, John 1:1-18, Psalm 147 or
147:13-21

If you’ve not had a chance to
respond to our annual appeal,
please take a moment to do so!
Your gift allows God’s abundance to flow through you, and
ensures Christ’s light shines brightly through St. Boniface into the world.
Materials are available in the church office and church entry area, and on
our website.

SHINING

OUR

LIGHT

NEWCOMER WELCOME RECEPTION If you’re new to St.
Boniface – or even if you’ve been here awhile, we hope you’ll join us at a
special reception just for you. Join Fr. Wayne Farrell and parish leaders
for conversation over croissants and coffee (other nibbles and libations
will be served as well!). We’ll talk about our many
activities and ministries, what makes St. Boniface unique,
answer your questions about the parish, and offer a tour of
the campus. RSVP at Coffee Hour, or by calling 941-3495616 x318, by December 8. St. Boniface Community
Center, Sunday, December 15, 11:15 – 12:45.

CONTEMPLATIVE PRAYER The medical community has recently
been documenting the health benefits of meditation, not only to
relieve stress, but also improve cardiac concerns and brain function.
The Contemplative Prayer time on the second Thursday of the month is
a good introduction to meditation, next meeting December 12, at 11:30
am, in the Healing Mission.

WONDERFUL WEDNESDAYS!
Join us for worship at 5:30 p.m. in the Church, social time and catered
dinner at 6:00 in the Community Center, (for dinner reservations, please
sign up at Coffee Hour or call 941-349-5616 x5 by noon the Tuesday
before, $12pp), then programs after dinner:
December 4 & 18: Dr. Jay Rock on Incarnation: God in Ordinary Flesh
Early Christians came to understand Jesus as God Incarnate slowly, and
through a long process of insight and argument, which is reflected in
writings from the Gospels to the Council of Chalcedon.
Jay T. Rock served as Coordinator for Interfaith Relations for the
Presbyterian Church (USA), directed the Interfaith Relations Office of the
National Council of the Churches of Christ (USA), and was on the staff of
Church World Service. He is an ordained minister in the Presbyterian
Church (USA), with a Ph.D. in History and Phenomenology of Religions.
December 11: We welcome Kyleanne Hunter, a Marine combat veteran,
hunter, and compelling advocate for gun safety. She is adjunct professor at
Georgetown University. She resides in Washington, DC and represents
Brady-United in its mission for gun safety.

The SIESTA YOUTH CHORALE is excited to
present their Holiday Concerts of the season! The first
one will be here at St. Boniface on December 11 at
6:00 p.m. at the start of Wonderful Wednesday dinner.
Be sure to come out that night to support these children
ages 3 through 14 as they get you all in the holiday spirit! The next day,
they will sing for a private event for the second year at Cafe Baci.

The PARISH PICTORAL DIRECTORY

is here! All parishioners who took part
in our photo weeks last winter receive a
complimentary copy – contact the
Church Office. For anyone wanting an
additional copy or who didn’t participate
in the photo weeks, a limited number of
copies are available for purchase ($5).

ST. BONIFACE
CHURCH
ANNUAL MEETING

Sunday
January 26, 2020

and MORE!
FROM THE RECTOR’S DESK
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Dear Friends,
Among the reasons that I love the Episcopal Church, and St
Boniface in particular, is our willingness to embrace liturgical variety.
Authorized by both the Church and Bishop Smith, we have over a
dozen expressions of public praise to God from the Daily Office to
the Holy Eucharist, in forms classic, modern, enriching and expansive. However we
don’t “change for change’s sake.” Rather, the rich variety provides us ways, like the
liturgical colors do, to enhance the meanings of the seasons or special days of the
Church year. Liturgical language can also reflect a parish or its community. The St.
Boniface parish is a wonderful gift of folks, a beautiful blending of ideas and
backgrounds, living in community, faithfully. And our variety in worship, always
rooted in Christ, reflects this gift.
Advent is the Church’s four week season of anticipation and preparation focusing on
all the ways that Christ comes to us, and leads us up to Christmas. To reflect these
themes the Advent wreath grows brighter each week, the color blue is used, and our
Sunday worship liturgy will, again this year, blend Morning Prayer with Holy
Communion.
Advent also wraps up our 65th Anniversary events with the Christmas Fair on
December 7. Please come to enjoy the day and welcome our neighbors to St.
Boniface.
Our Christmas Eve services this year will begin at 4, 7 and 10 pm. Christmas
Lessons and Carols will be part of the liturgy at 7 and 10. God’s love came down at
Christmas expressed in peace, joy, and salvation. Come, let us adore him.
God bless you,

Wayne+

YOUR YEAR-END GIFT MAKES the DIFFERENCE! Your special one-time or additional
year-end gift helps pave the way for great things next year. For convenient, secure giving, visit
our website (http://www.bonifacechurch.org/stewardship).
Some creative means of giving include a distribution from your IRA or appreciated stock (which
might earn you some tax savings), or a gift from your donor advised fund. In making your gift,
please remember that for 2019 deductions the IRS requires gifts to be post-marked or received
by December 31. If your contribution is a charitable gift annuity or an IRA, stock, or trust
distribution, please be sure to work with your financial planner so that your transfer reaches our
account by the year’s end. Thank you!

BONIFACE and LITTLE LEAGUE Last season, Luca Evans noticed that his
baseball team was sponsored by another church. He then asked Father
Wayne if St. Boniface Church could sponsor his team this year. Next thing you
know, Luca and his teammates are wearing St. Boniface jerseys and named
themselves “The Saints” - and had a pretty good season!

HOLIDAY HOURS

The Church Office will be open half
days Tuesdays, December 24 & 31, 9:00
a.m. to 1:00 p.m., then closed
Wednesday, December 25 thru Friday,
December 27, and Wednesday, January 1.
Appointments, only, by contacting the
staff member you need.
NOMINATIONS for the VESTRY CLASS
of 2022 If you are interested in serving
on the St. Boniface Church Vestry (term
2020-2022) or nominating a fellow
parishioner, contact a member of the
Vestry Nominating Committee:
Denise
Ayre, Jon Gordon, Rooney Mereness, Judy
Stickler (contact info on the back of this
newsletter).

TRANSPORTATION to CHURCH

Prefer not to drive at night? Don't drive
anymore?
St. Boniface Church has
partnered with ITN Suncoast, a nonprofit
transportation service for seniors. This
trusted transportation company will take
you to any church event for a discounted
rate. You will need to 1) fill out an
application available in the office, Parish
Hall or online, and 2) call a day ahead for
service arrangements (but by 1pm on Friday
for any weekend or Monday activity).
Contact Fr. Jonathan Evans for details.

NUNSENSE the MUSICAL!
The Friends of Music will be presenting the
hilarious musical, Nunsense, on March 13th and
14th. We need help in many many areas! We
are keeping it simple, but we need help in set
decoration, props, lighting and sound and
costuming. If you can help, please contact Jen
Weinstein at jweinstein@bonifacechurch.org or
484-744-0494.

FROM THE LIBRARY TEAM
Sarasota United for Responsibility and Equity’s (S.U.R.E.) season is underway,
and began with an energizing and powerful Community Problems Assembly in
November. At this meeting, our Rector, Wayne Farrell, was elected Co-Chair for the
coming year, three new covenanting congregations were welcomed, and participants
voted to address problems in the criminal justice system locally in 2020. The
Research Kick Off meeting in November discussed three topics to focus on this year:
affordable housing, local criminal justice, and restorative justice programs in the
public schools. If you have interest in participating in one of these committees,
please contact Trish Farrell. (941-266-3093).
All parishioners are invited to participate in these upcoming S.U.R.E. events:
 St. Boniface Sacred Conversations and Network Meeting - January/February
 The Rally - February 17 ♦ Nehemiah Action - March 23
 Celebration - May 18

Over the summer we received
many new donated books for our
St. Boniface Library, which have
been catalogued and added to our
shelves. The list is in Section A of
the Library, please remember to SIGN OUT
and IN any book you borrow using the
clipboard in the cubby.
If you love to read novels, be sure to check
out the GIVE and TAKE Cart found inside
the Parish Hall on Sunday mornings - thanks
to all who have shared their much loved
novels by donating them to our wonderful
ministry! Thank you!

PLASTIC SHOPPING BAGS We are so grateful for everyone who dropped off their plastic shopping bags for our sleeping mat

project. Thanks to your generosity, we have more than enough! Please continue to be good stewards of God’s creation and recycle
your bags at your local Publix.

