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FROM THE REV. NIKKI SEGER 
     “Welcome to The Sunshine State!” is a phrase that I anticipate hearing soon. 
Perhaps as you welcome me into the St. Boniface family, you might greet me 
with a slight twist: “Welcome to the place where the Son shines!” 

     Encouragement is required this time of year. December is the month with the 
least amount of light. Our lives get too busy with shopping, gatherings and travel. 
We stress over another year spent under the shadow of a global pandemic. 
Liturgically, we enter the season of Advent looking to the end-times (the 
Parousia) when we anticipate the coming of God’s kingdom. Even as we await 
the reign of God, we tremble with unknowing. Indeed, scripture tells us “… in 
those days, after that suffering, the sun will be darkened, and the moon will not 
give its light…” until the Son of Man comes in great power and glory. We wonder 
if we will be part of the elect – those who are gathered from the four corners of 
the earth. 

     A gift of this season can be found in stillness – perhaps even in darkness. Join 
me metaphorically in this numinous time. Can you imagine walking into the nave 
of St. Boniface during the pre-dawn hours? Let your eyes gaze at the cross. All is 
black. Yet wait for it. Keep awake. Stay alert! Imagine as the sun rises. Light 
filters through the blue, green, and red panes of the magnificent stained-glass 
windows from above. The cross glistens with refracted light. 

     How did I know that I was called to be among 
you? The Spirit came upon me in a lightning 
strike moment as I toured the sanctuary of St. 
Boniface. My eye was drawn to the cross. I saw 
all of God’s glory reflected in this place. Now, I 
invite you to share your Holy Ghost story with 
me. What draws you to St. Boniface? How is 
God manifested to you? Where, in your life, does 
the Son shine?  

CHURCH SCHOOL  
Weaving God’s Promises 

Children in Pre-K4 to 5th grade 
gather Sundays at 10:00 a.m, then 
return to their parents in church just 
before Communion. The first Sunday 
of the month is Family Sunday. 
Children participate in the full 
worship experience by joining their 
families for the entire service. 

Church School will take a holiday 
break on Sunday, December 26 

WEEKLY SERVICES 
 

Sunday Eucharist 
8:00 & 10:00 am 

 

Tuesdays 10 a.m. 
Holy Eucharist  

 

Wednesdays 5:30 p.m. 
Evening Prayer 

(Eucharist first Wednesdays)  

WEDNESDAY WORSHIP 
& POTLUCK 

 

We gather in the Parish Hall at 5:30 
pm for Evening Prayer (Eucharist first 
Wednesdays of the month) followed 
by a pot luck supper.  Please bring a 
salad, main dish, drink or dessert to 
share!   For more information, contact 
Katherine Johnson (941-927-2066). 

Wednesday, December 8, 7:00 pm  
South Florida’s favorite holiday 
tradition, A Seraphic Fire 
Christmas, returns to St. Boniface 
Church with Associate Conductor 
James K. Bass. In what promises 
to be a joyful celebration of the 
holiday season, Seraphic Fire 
singers will serenade audiences 
with classics like “Silent Night” 
and “Jesus Christ the Apple Tree,” 
surrounded by the warm glow of 
candles.  Get your tickets today, 
online at seraphicfire.org or call 
the Seraphic Fire box office (305-
285-9060). Seating is limited. 

 
 

Christmas at St. Boniface 
Christmas Eve 

4:00 p.m.  Family Service with Pageant and Holy Eucharist 
Everyone is invited to be in our famous “paper bag” pageant - 

pick out your costume from the paper bags at the church entrance! 
 

7:30 p.m.  The Christ Mass with Lessons & Carols 
 

Christmas Day  

10:00 a.m.  Christmas Day Eucharist with Organ and Carols 
 

Sunday, December 26 - Christmas I 

8:00 & 10:00 a.m.  Holy Eucharist 
 

Memorial gifts and thanksgiving offerings support the Christmas music 
and decorations.  Please use the envelopes in the church entrance  or 
church office, or call Lisa Wolf (941-349-5616 x320) by December 19   



Sarasota United for Responsibility and Equity 
The 2021-2022 season for SURE is underway, and St. Boniface will be 
holding a congregational “house meeting” in the Community Center 
on Sunday, December 12th after the 10:00 service. The Criminal 
Justice Committee has been working hard to develop an Adult Civil 
Citation program.   

District Attorney Brodsky has charged his “number two,” Ed Schaeffer, 
with getting the program across the finish line.  Sheriff Hoffman of 
Sarasota County, his assistant, Major Brian Wooding, and other law 
enforcement officials in the county and around the state, have been 
working on the program as well. The effort has required time and 
patience to implement a program that is acceptable to all parties.   

On November 9th, the committee met with Ed Schaeffer, who brought 
with him the 11th draft of the proposal being developed by him under 
Brodsky’s leadership, reflecting input from all parties to the 
negotiations.   While S.U.R.E. still has concerns, much progress has 
been made.    

CENTER for SPIRITUAL TRANSFORMATION 

Educational Offering Saturday, 

December 11, 10:00 a.m. by Zoom: 

“Music is How I Pray,” a presentation 

with parishioner and choir member, 

Jen Weinstein. “Those who sing, pray 

twice” is the perfect quote for Jen’s 
choir life. There are times in her life’s journey that a 

piece of music, or even just one phrase will sustain 

her through the moments of her life. We will look 

back at some of these memories and listen to the 

pieces that helped her through the good times and 

bad. (Zoom ID: 849 5849 3207 / passcode: 596368). 

BRADY CAMPAIGN GUN SAFETY WITNESS  Our 

local nonpartisan Witness for Gun Safety will meet on 
Thursdays, December 2, 9, 16 at 4:00  at the southern 

end of the Bayfront (different location than previously 
due to construction).  Signs will be provided, contact 
David and Nancy Evans, 941-954-2059 for information 
and specific location. 

Also join us for the 5th annual Vigil for Gun Violence 
Victims on December 10, 6:00 pm at First 
Congregational UCC (1031 S. Euclid Ave.).  Guest 
speaker will be Christian Heyne, a gun-violence 

survivor and vice president of Policy for Brady United. 

 

Worship, Teaching, Healing, Fellowship: 

 Hospitality Sunday mornings after the services in the 
Parish Hall, join us for a cup of coffee and friendly 
fellowship.   

 Sunday morning Bible Study at 9:00 a.m. in the Library or 
by Zoom, email Fr. Jeff Hamblin jlh@jeffreyhamblin-md.com 

 Sunday morning Book Discussion Group gathers in the 
Youth Studio at 9:00, and on Zoom, to discuss Julian of 
Norwich: Wisdom in a Time of Pandemic and Beyond by 
Matthew Fox.  For more information contact Vince Brennan 
vhbrennan43@gmail.com. 

 The Healing Mission is open Wednesdays 2:00—4:00 pm 
and Fridays 10:00a—12:00p, call 941-349-5616 x335 for an 
appointment. 

 St. Boniface Church's group for casual conversation in 
Spanish meets Wednesdays at 4:00 pm by Zoom.  For 
more information, contact Mary Gordon, 941-923-2302. 

 Thursday "Coffee Hour" at 10:00 a.m. by Zoom, contact 
Lisa Wolf for meeting information. 

 Men of Boniface gather Fridays at 8:00 a.m. by Zoom, 
contact Reg Irvine for information (941)993-0010. 

 Prayer Shawl Ministry meets on Tuesdays at 1:00 p.m. in 
the Library to knit prayers together into shawls for those 
needing to be wrapped in God's healing love.  Email Meg 
Larrabee for info, meglarrabee@hotmail.com. 

 The Women’s Book Group meets this month on Monday, 
December 6 at 3:30 p.m. to discuss The Mystery of Mrs. 
Christie by Marie Benedict.  For information and meeting 
place, contact Cynthia Smyth 908-568-9210.  

 Literary Ladies discuss this month The Book Woman of 
Troublesome Creek by Kim Michele Richard by Zoom 
Thursday, December 9 at 10:30 a.m.  Contact Marilyn Hill, 
941-374-1990, for information. 

 Contemplative Prayer meets via Zoom at 10:30 a.m. on 
the first and third Wednesdays of the month (December 1 
& 15) (ID: 886 9678 4674  Passcode: 077733) 

Opportunities to continue to stay connected  
with St. Boniface Church: 

BEYOND the BROKEN HEART The grief and 
loss support group at St. Boniface Church is a 
sharing of compassionate companionship for  
unsettling times.  This month we will gather in the 
Healing Mission after the 10:00 service on 
December 12, and will include a brief meditation 
led by The Rev. Tom Kearney. You are invited to 
bring a memento or verse to memorialize your 
loss.  December 12th is also National Candle 
Lighting Day for those who grieve. If you cannot 
join us in person, we encourage you to light a 
candle in honor of those who you mourn. For 
information contact Rita Piovane at 610-442-0984 
or drritav@gmail.com. 

NOMINATIONS for VESTRY members, class of 
2024, are now being accepted.  Please contact 
vestry members Suzanne Gregory (941-726-
1688), Alice Reid (206-571-6393), Ray Droege (941
-587-4649) or Larry Patton (405-831-3810) if 
interested. 

THE HEALING MISSION  is open Wednesdays 2:00-
4:00 and Fridays 10:00-12:00, please call for a half 
hour appointment at 941-349-5616 ext 335.  Two 
healing ministers will offer healing touch prayer 
during a private appointment for visitors who are 
vaccinated and masked.  Our mission is to stand in 
prayer with the visitor as we present their petitions 
to God.  We pray for body, mind and spirit.  All 
healing is God’s healing, in God’s time and way.  Our 
consecrated sanctuary of prayer has been soaked in 
continual prayer for 58 years.  Come rest and be 
renewed in the peace and silence.   

mailto:jlh@jeffreyhamblin-md.com


In 2021, the St. Boniface GRANTS & OUTREACH 
committee honored twelve grant recipients, 
providing help for children, the homeless, abused 
women, immigrant children without parents, the 
hungry, mentally challenged men and women 
experiencing homelessness, and last, but not least, 
providing solar lights for families in Tanzania.  Your 
generosity is making a difference in the lives of many.  
Thank you to Fr. Wayne, the Vestry, and you, our 
generous congregation, for shining God’s light here at 
home, and as far as Africa this year.   

The Gratitude Commission and Vestry extend deep appreciation for the responses to-date to 
the Giving Campaign for 2022!  We are 74% toward our goal needed to support our parish 
worship and ministries, and our community outreach.  Together, giving our best 
gifts with gratitude, grace and generosity, we can look forward to an abundant 
year at St. Boniface!  If you have not yet responded with your pledge, please visit 

our website (www.bonifacechurch.org/stewardship or use the QR code) or contact 
the church office (941-349-5616 x315).  

DONATIONS of STOCK—New Information  A gift of stock not only benefits St. Boniface Church, it benefits you, the donor.  
You can claim a charitable contribution deduction based on the current market value of the donated stock.  You may also be 
able to avoid taxes on your stock’s appreciated value.  Should you wish to gift stock, please contact Joe Master, Director of 
Business & Finance at 941-349-5616 ext 315 (transfers of stock come in with no name attached, so this will ensure that your 
donation is posted to your record of giving).  Please communicate the following information to your broker for an electronic 
transfer of stock:  DTC # 0226   F/B/O NFS A/C # JJF-000462  Client Name: St. Boniface Church        Thank you! 

ST NICK’S MARKET 
  

Pick up some holiday gifts—and 
support St. Boniface Church’s grants & 
outreach ministry!  Sunday, December 
5 after services in the Parish Hall, shop 
Fair Trade items, “Bags & 
Baubles” (handbags, jewelry), local 
honey, extra poinsettias, and a few other treats—one-stop 
shop and support! 

THE GIVING TREE did exactly that this year - 
we had an amazing harvest!  In April we had 
our first ever “virtual Tree” supporting Emma 
Booker Elementary School, and the generosity 
and support was overwhelming.  In July, we 

gave to Family Promise of Sarasota - once 
again, a tremendous response.  In September, we supported 
Second Heart Homes.  It took two car trips to deliver that 
harvest!  In November, the Tree benefitted the Francis House, 
and, yet again, overwhelming generosity.  Thank you for the gifts 
you give to those less fortunate, and may you be blessed as you 
have blessed others. 

MIGRATION MINISTRY UPDATE In late October, Yainiet and her 

daughter were introduced to the St. Boniface community and 

received a blessing.  Both mother and daughter are doing well and 

settling into their transitional housing here.   

The Migration Ministry team is looking forward to participating in the 

pioneer program, Neighbor to Neighbor, which the Episcopal 

Migration Ministries sponsors, in late January or early February 

2022.  This will be a 10- week program consisting pre-recorded 

modules our team will view and then meet with our moderator, Rev. 

Chris McNabb.  We are among the first participants who will explore 

and learn how to become more effective partners in welcoming 

asylum seekers into our community.  We are excited because not 

only is the Neighbor to Neighbor program educational, it is also an 

opportunity to build a network which connects and supports other 

parishes and churches who are doing the same type of work. For 

more in formation please go to the website 

episcopalmigrationministries.org/neighbortoneighbor.org 

If you are interested in this ministry, contact Randy Thomas (803) 

606-1911 or Deborah Caby (314) 606-7577 for more information. 

You Shop, St. Boniface Benefits! -- 
Just click on the Amazon icon on 
our home page, and you’ll be taken 
directly to Amazon’s Smile website.  
They’ll  rebate a percentage of your 
purchases to St. Boniface Church.   

ADVENT MUSIC SERIES 

Inspired by our Quarantina Concerts, this series will take 
place every Wednesday in December at 7:00 pm.  Join 
us for these special music events: 

Dec 1—Astralis Ensemble/Angela Massey, Flute 

Dec 8—Seraphic Fire (ticketed) 

Dec16—Reverb A Cappella from Florida State University 

Dec 23—Christmas Carol Sing-a-long with the Choir 

EPISCOPAL RELIEF & DEVELOPMENT is kicking off 
its annual Year-End Match, offering supporters 
the opportunity to transform lives with twice the 
impact this holiday season. Thanks to a very 
generous group of donors, contributions that 
Episcopal Relief & Development receives between 
now and the end of the year will be doubled, 

dollar for dollar, up 
to a total of 
$650,000.  Give 
your gift online at 
ERD’s website 

https://support.episcopalrelief.org/2021match?ID=211027RPAYE0100&utm_medium=web&utm_campaign=fy21holiday&utm_source=211027RPAYE0100

