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FROM THE RECTOR’S DESK 

It is good to be back after a wonderful sabbatical leave. Thank you 

for making it possible and thanks also to the Vestry, staff, and 

assisting clergy for all of their good work while I was away.  

Several big events have occurred since my return. On September 23 

as part of the ordination of our new Bishop Coadjutor The Rt. Rev 

Douglas Scharf, the Presiding Bishop of the Episcopal Church, The 

Most Rev. Michael Curry, was here at St. Boniface meeting with the diocesan clergy. 

The next week we all experienced Hurricane Ian. On Sunday, October 9, Bishop 

Smith and Mary were here, and Bp. Scharf was with us for All Saints Day November 

1. That’s three bishops here in seven weeks! Officially, Bishop Dabney retires, and 

Bishop Doug takes over on Saturday, December 10. 

Now, Advent is here (which also means Happy New Church Year!). Week by week 

as the Advent wreath glows from a single flame to its four-candle brightness, we 

move closer toward the coming of Christ in glory. Yet the contrast between the 

preparatory season of Advent and the festal season of Christmas should be quite 

noticeable in our worship elements of liturgy, décor, and music. So again this Advent 

our worship each Sunday will begin with the simple beauty and canticles of Morning 

Prayer followed by the Holy Communion. Potted orchids will replace the cut floral 

arrangements and fewer candles will be at the altar. And along with the powerful 

texts of the Advent hymns, the choir each week will offer a portion of Handel’s 

Messiah. Finally, Advent is the season of anticipating all of the ways that God is 

coming towards us. And as we have been anticipating and looking for our Strategic 

Plan to come towards us, Nikki and I will be weaving the new Plan’s three approved 

Targets, and their Goals and Milestones into our Advent sermons. Lots of other 

parish events are spotlighted in this newsletter. 

November was also the month of Thanksgiving Day. And, as we begin our seventh 

Advent and Christmas seasons together, I am grateful and thankful to God, and to 

you, for the faithfulness that I have seen and the blessings that I have received while 

serving with and among you.  

God bless you,  Wayne+ 

CHURCH SCHOOL  
Weaving God’s Promises 

Children in Pre-K4 to 5th grade gather 
Sundays at 10:00 a.m, then return to 
their parents in church just before 
Communion. The first Sunday of the 
month is Family Sunday. Children 
participate in the full worship 
experience by joining their families 
for the entire service. 

Church School will take a holiday 
break on Sunday, December 25 

WEEKLY SERVICES 
 

Sunday Eucharist 
8:00 & 10:00 am 

 

Tuesdays 10 a.m. 
Holy Eucharist  

 

Wednesdays 5:00 p.m. 
Evening Prayer 

(Eucharist first Wednesdays)  

WEDNESDAY WORSHIP 
& POTLUCK 

 

We gather in the Parish Hall at 5:00* 
pm for Evening Prayer (Eucharist first 
Wednesdays of the month) followed by 
a pot luck supper.  Please bring a salad, 
main dish, drink or dessert to 
share!   For more information, contact 
Katherine Johnson (941-927-2066). 
*Note earlier start time for month of 
December 

TAIZÉ SERVICE Saturday, December 
3, 6:00 pm “Celebrating the Angels 
Among Us.”  If you are interested in 
reading or helping with set up, please 
contact Fr. Piovane or Rita at 610-442-

0984 or drritav@gmail.com.  

 
 

Christmas at St. Boniface Church 
Christmas Eve 

4:00 p.m.  Family Service with Pageant and Holy Eucharist 
Everyone is invited to be in our famous “paper bag” pageant - 

pick out your costume from the paper bags at the church entrance! 
 

7:30 p.m.  Christmas Eucharist featuring selections from Handel’s Messiah 
 

Sunday, December 25 - Christmas Day  
10:00 a.m.  Christmas Day Eucharist with Organ and Carols 

 

Sunday, January 1 - The Holy Name of Our Lord Jesus Christ 
8:00 & 10:00 a.m.  Holy Eucharist 

 

Memorial gifts and thanksgiving offerings support the Christmas music 
and decorations.  Please use the envelopes in the church entrance  or 
church office, or call Lisa Wolf (941-349-5616 x320) by December 19   

Contemplative Prayer meets via 
Zoom bi-monthly at 10:30 am on the 

first and third Wednesdays of the 
month (December 7 & 21)  

ID: 892 2764 4433  Passcode: 772976 

Nominations for members of the 
vestry class of 2025 are now being 
accepted.  Please contact vestry 
members Justin Miller (765-716-
5915), Beverly Parker (941-349-8789), 
Charlie Pettengill (941-408-5780), or 
Judy Stickler (941-359-1288)  



Sarasota United for Responsibility and Equity 
(SURE) meets to form committees working on 
affordable housing, mental health and civil citations 
in the community, and restorative justice in the 
schools-- Join us Tuesday December 6, 6:00 pm, 
Pine Shores Presbyterian Church, Beechwood Ave. 
For more information, contact Mike Kozubek  312-
919-0321 or smkozubek@gmail.com. 

CENTER for SPIRITUAL TRANSFORMATION 

Educational Offering Saturday, December 

10, 10:00 a.m. by Zoom: Parishioner Tom 

Kearney will discuss the spirituality of 

outreach and serving others. During this 

session we will be able to share examples 

from our own thinking and experiences as Fr. Tom 

facilitates the conversation.  (Zoom ID: 849 5849 

3207 / passcode: 596368). 

BRADY CAMPAIGN GUN SAFETY WITNESS  Our 

local non-partisan Witness for Gun Safety meets at the 

Sarasota Bayfront (along US 41 at the southern end of 

the parking lot) Thursdays from 4:00 – 5:00 p.m.   Signs 

will be provided, contact David and Nancy Evans, 941-

954-2059 for information . 
THE ADVENT WREATH  The custom of lighting 
candles on a decorated wreath comes to us from the 
Lutheran Church in Scandinavia. Like the Christmas 
tree, the Advent wreath has its origins in pre-
Christian festivals of light which celebrated the 

winter solstice, that time in the year when the sun reaches its southern 
most point in the heavens and the days are the darkest and most 
gloomy. Because they longed for the return of the sun's light and life, 
the ancients stopped all usual activity, sacrificed the use of their 
wagon wheels and hung them up, festooned with lights and greens in 
their celebration halls. There they awaited the return of their sun-god, 
thinking of the warmth and life he brought. Celebrations culminated 
in the "nativity" of the sun - the turning point of the year. In recent 
years its use has become widespread in most Christian churches in the 
West as a reminder of our time of preparation for the coming of 
Christ, both at Bethlehem and at the end of the world. 

 The candles are usually white or red in the Lutheran 
tradition. We are also familiar with the use of dark blue or purple 
candles, and perhaps the third one being rose, since these are the 
traditional colors of church vestments for the four Sundays of Advent. 
The dark blue (Sarum Blue) symbolizes the night watch, waiting for 
the light to come, both the light of His historical coming and His 
return at the end of time. Rose was used to show a day of some 
relaxation of discipline in an otherwise strict season. Rose vestments 
have traditionally been worn on the 3rd Sunday of Advent, also known 
as Gaudete Sunday meaning "Rejoice, the time is near."  Each Sunday 
of Advent a new candle is lit, with prayer, until all four are lit on the 
Sunday before Christmas. 

Join fellow parishioners for Sipping at Sunset in the 

Boniface Community Center from 5-7pm this  Friday, 

December 2.  This casual gathering is a celebration of 

the Vestry's adoption of our Strategic Plan (note this 

event was previously announced as taking place in 

the Courtyard).  Contact Bevie Parker 937-572-2357 

or 941-349-8789 for  information. 

DONATIONS of STOCK—A gift of stock not only 
benefits St. Boniface Church, it benefits you, the donor.  
You can claim a charitable contribution deduction 
based on the current market value of the donated 
stock.  You may also be able to avoid taxes on your 
stock’s appreciated value.  Should you wish to gift 
stock, please contact Joe Master, Director of Business 
& Finance at 941-349-5616 ext 315 (transfers of stock 
come in with no name attached, so this will ensure that 
your donation is posted to your record of giving).  
Please communicate the following information to your 
broker for an electronic transfer of stock:  DTC # 0701    
A/C # 3HK04793  Client Name: St. Boniface Church        
Thank you! 

B.E.S.T ideas for an eco-friendly Christmas: Reuse 
decorations & tableware; use washable napkins & 
tablecloths; use LED lights and set timers; buy gifts 
with little or no packaging; give reusable essentials, 
homemade food & gifts; give a donation to charity in 
honor of a loved one; spend time outdoors! 

Save the Date! Plan on participating, or attending, the weeklong celebration of Creative Expressions by the Arts of Boniface 
ministry. This gala event and art showcase will be held the week of January 13 - 20.  Contact Zerbe Sodervick 
(ArtStudioZerbe@gmail.com) for more information. 


