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Episcopal Relief & Development first responded to the crisis in Syria in September 2013 
through two local partners - the Holy Land Institute for the Deaf (HLID) in Jordan and the 
Lebanon-based Fellowship of Middle East Evangelical Churches (FMEEC) in Syria itself.  
FMEEC is an association of the Evangelical (Protestant) churches of the Middle East, of which 
the Episcopal Church in Jerusalem and the Middle East/Diocese of Jerusalem are members. 
FMEEC supported local churches around Homs - the epi-center of the civil war - in providing 
food and essential items such as medicine, blankets, clothing, and rent assistance for families 
who chose to stay in their homes rather than be displaced to refugee camps outside the 
country.  However, more than 2 million refugees fled to neighboring areas. The HLID provided 
assistance to refugees in the Zaatari refugee camp who had hearing, vision, physical, or 
cognitive disabilities.  The camp housed 130,000 refugees, making it the fifth largest city in 
Jordan.   
 
In August 2014, ERD renewed its support for FMEEC’s relief efforts to provide food vouchers 
and rent assistance through local churches to those who had been forced to relocate, 
particularly the most vulnerable – the elderly, widows, and families with children.  The UN 
estimated that approximately 10.8 million people needed humanitarian assistance, including 
6.45 million internally displaced people.  An additional 2.9 million people had fled the country as 
refugees.  
 
In August 2015, ERD again renewed its support for FMEEC, which has been involved since the 
crisis began more than four years ago.  It continues to work with host communities and 
churches to meet the basic needs of increasingly large numbers of displaced people seeking 
safety.  Some areas in Syria have remained relatively isolated from violence.  The Tartous 
Governorate is currently home to more than 200,000 persons who have been forced to flee their 
homes.  However, as the conflict continues to escalate, communities are struggling to absorb 
the growing numbers of people looking for shelter.  The availability of housing has diminished, 
and the costs have increased considerably – leaving the newly displaced to take refuge in 
schools, unfinished buildings, and other outdoor spaces.  FMEEC’s primary goal is to equip 
these safe regions to act as host communities to those who have lost their homes and 
livelihoods.  To address critical needs of vulnerable families, FMEEC, with ERD support, is 
working with local clergy in three locations to provide displaced households with cash aid for 
rent and fuel. 
 
Early last month (September), the number of refugees attempting to reach safety in Europe 
increased so drastically that ERD began to seek potential ecumenical partnerships with 
organizations active in transit countries - such as Islamic Relief in Greece, the Anglican 
Alliance, and the ACT Alliance.  According to the UN, so far in 2015 more than 381,000 
refugees have crossed the Mediterranean into Europe, half of this number from Syria.  The 
large influx of displaced Syrians is challenging European host countries, some of which are also 
sheltering people displaced by conflict in Iraq, Afghanistan, Eritrea, and other countries.  An 
estimated 4.1 million people have fled Syria, many taking refuge in Lebanon (1.1 million), 
Jordan (630,000), and Turkey (1.9 million).  An additional 7.6 million are displaced within Syria, 
where ERD continues to support FMEEC in helping to provide food and shelter to the 
vulnerable. 
 
As large numbers of people continue to seek safety in Europe, ERD is supporting not only the 
agencies in Syria, but is also Anglican Communion partners through The Episcopal Church’s 
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Convocation of Episcopal Churches in Europe and The Church of England’s Diocese in Europe, 
as well as interfaith partners such as Islamic Relief. These agencies are leveraging ERD’s 
support to meet critical needs for basic supplies, as well as language and cultural mediation to 
lower the anxiety of displacement and help people access available services.   
 
Please continue to pray for all those fleeing violence and unrest.  Your donation to ERD’s Syria 
Response Fund will help support relief efforts as the country's civil war enters its fifth year.  
You may give a check to St. Boniface (marked Syria) or visit the ERD website, 
www.episcopalrelief.org. 
 
Check back next week to see what else you can do to support this ongoing and critical need. 
 
 
 
ERD’s Continued Response for Syrian Refugees & What People Can Do to Help 
(10/17/15) 

 

 ERD’s relationships with Anglican Communion and ecumenical organizations are enabling it to 
contribute efficiently and effectively to the relief of those fleeing the Syrian conflict.  In Italy, the 
primary outreach ministry of St. Paul’s Within the Walls Episcopal Church in Rome is the Joel 
Nafuma Refugee Center, which provides a safe space for 200-250 individuals a day to receive 
legal, vocational, medical, and language services.  ERD support will enable the Center to 
expand and serve the increased number of displaced people seeking safety and assistance.  
The Church of England’s Diocese in Europe plans to distribute emergency funds to churches in 
Greece, Italy, France, and Hungary that are responding to the needs of displaced people for 
food, clothing, shelter materials, and medical supplies.  The Diocese is also working with 
Orthodox churches in these areas, which expands the capacity to ensure needs are met. 
Islamic Relief is active on the island of Lesvos, Greece, where Syrians arrive at the northern 
town of Molyvos, closest to Turkey, and then travel to the southeastern town of Mitilini to take 
the ferry to the mainland.  Arabic-speaking Islamic Relief staff, working with other organizations 
and local volunteers, are offering food and guidance to arrivals, including information about 
transportation options such as buses to save the 40-mile journey on foot. 
 
The U.S. Episcopal Migration Ministries has been monitoring the situation and suggests three 
things Episcopalians can do to take action: 

 Volunteer with one of our local resettlement partners to welcome new Americans: 
 http://bit.ly/EMMpartners 

 Join the #RefugeesWelcome global social media campaign urging governments to 
welcome refugees to their countries by using the hashtag #RefugeesWelcome on your 
social media channels.  

 Sign the White House petition asking the President and the government to pledge to 
resettle at least 65,000 Syrians by 2016: http://1.usa.gov/1L6zh9l.  

 
In addition, St. Boniface Parishioners can support ERD’s Syrian relief efforts in two ways: 

 Donate to ERD’s Syria Response Fund by a check to St. Boniface (marked Syria) or 
through the ERD website: www.episcopalrelief.org. 

 Our BABOOS All Saints Festival brought in over $3,000 for ERD’s Syrian 
Response Fund, a matching opportunity at ERD will turn our gift into $6,000!  

 
And please continue to pray for all those displaced by violence and conflict.   
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A Prayer for the Victims of the Syrian Conflict 
We pray for those damaged by the fighting in Syria. 
To the wounded and injured:  
Come Lord Jesus. 
To the terrified who are living in shock:  
Come Lord Jesus 
To the hungry and homeless, refugee, and exile:  
Come Lord Jesus 
To those bringing humanitarian aid:  
Give protection Lord Jesus 
To those administering medical assistance:  
Give protection Lord Jesus. 
To those offering counsel and care:  
Give protection Lord Jesus. 
For all making the sacrifice of love:  
Give the strength of your Spirit  
and the joy of your comfort. 
In the hope of Christ we pray.  Amen. 
                    -Church of England Prayers for Syria 

 

https://www.churchofengland.org/prayer-worship/topical-prayers/prayers-for-syria.aspx

