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WEEKLY SERVICES 
 

Sunday Eucharists 

8:00 & 10:00 am 
 

Tuesdays 10 a.m. 
Holy Eucharist  

 

Wednesdays 5:30 p.m. 
Evening Prayer 

(Eucharist first Wednesdays)  
 

Thursdays 10 a.m. 
Holy Eucharist and Healing  

 

January 2016                               The Rev. Canon David L. Seger 
Dear Sisters and Brothers in Christ, 

I loved the Christmas Eve paper bag pageant.  Not only did we have many 
children participating, but siblings, parents, grandparents, and, for all I 
know, great grandparents.  I found it touching with makeshift costumes as 
folks entered the church with families together in joy at the upcoming 
"extravaganza."  The animals--birds, sheep with cleverly made ears and 
feathers--tickled me.  It also reminded me of an ancient text: 

 O great mystery, and wonderful sacrament, 
that animals should see the new-born Lord, lying in a manger! 

Blessed is the Virgin whose womb was worthy to bear Christ the Lord. 
Alleluia! 

This text set to music by composers as varied as Byrd, Palestrina, Poulenc, 
and Victoria, is often known by its Latin title, O Magnum 
Mysterium.  Whatever the setting, it is a much loved Christmas anthem 
reminding us of the breathtaking humility encompassed in the doctrine of 
the Incarnation.  And the Word became flesh and lived among us. (John 
1:14).  Not only among us--among the animals. 
 

O Magnum Mysterium tells us it actually happened.  Upon the first to gaze 
upon the Word made flesh were the animals--dumb, uncomprehending, 
interested more in food than in him who is the Bread of Life.  The animals 
were clueless.   
 

But I wonder if we are also clueless?  We know the theology.  Jesus is "God 
from God, Light from Light, true God from true God, begotten, not made, of 
one Being with the Father ... For us and for our salvation he came down 
from heaven; by the power of the Holy Spirit he became incarnate from the 
Virgin Mary, and was made man."  We believe it and we say it week after 
week.  We are more intelligent than the beasts.  But can any of us fully 
understand what the Incarnation means?  Almighty God created the 
galaxies and clusters of galaxies; his artistry fashioned the heavens and the 
earth, from the immensity of the universe to the smallest subatomic 
particle.  This same God has been born.  He "emptied himself," as Saint Paul 
puts it, "taking the form of a slave, being in human likeness."  (Philippians 
2:7). 
 

The breathtaking humility of the Incarnation is not simply centered in the 
fact that the animals gazed upon the King.  It is also found in the fact that 
we gaze upon the King.  We are a race of rebels, as uncomprehending in 
our own way as the sheep and the cows, yet we are the subjects of the 
Word Made Flesh.  He was born for us.  He will die for us.  He will rise for 
us.  In this holy season we join Mary and Joseph, and the shepherds, the 
magi, and the panoply of beasts as we look in wonder at the one through 
whom all things were made, and who now lives among us.   
 

As we enter 2016  may we be led and guided by the O Magnum 
Mysterium who shows us the true path for our faith community.   

Blessings, David+ 

NEW LOOK for the  

BONIFACE WEBSITE! 
Our website boasts a fresh 
new look for the new year!  
You’ll find the same help-
ful, informative parish 
news, now in an easier-to-
read and -navigate layout.  
Be sure to scroll to the 
bottom of the page for links 
to the member login (to 
check your giving and your 
groups info, and the church 
c a l e n d a r ) ,  a n d  o u r 
livestream video of our 
10:00 Sunday worship. 

 

ANNUAL MEETING 

Sunday, January 17, 2016 
A summary about our worship 
and finances in 2015, as well as a 
first look at what’s to come in 
2016.  Please join us in the 
Community Center immediately 
following the 10:00 a.m. service, 
refreshments will be served. 

 

ALL-PARISH  

PLANNING MEETING 

Saturday, January 23 

9:00 am — 2:00 pm 

This will be the opportunity for 
you to help us in our calling of a 

Priest-in-Charge - we need to hear 

your voice!  Please register on our 

website (search “planning”), call 

(941)349-5616 ext. 5, or sign-up 
on our list in the Parish Hall. 



 JANUARY at St. Boniface  

BLOOD PRESSURE SCREENING 

Take a major step in looking after your 
health!  Parishioner and Faith Community 

Nurse, Doriel Boyce, encourages you to 
partake in our complimentary 

screening on January 10 in 
the Library following the 10:00 

service. 

MIDWINTER MEDITATION RETREAT 

Saturday, January 16, 9 - noon.  Experience 

the stillness of Midwinter!  Evaleon (Marilyn) 

Hill will lead you in a relaxing, step by step 

experience of meditation which will bring 

you to deep inner peace. You will also revel 

creatively in your senses as you learn to take 

a beautiful nature walk mindfully. Morning 

coffee included, all are welcome to this free 

event.  Call (941)349-5616 x5 to register, or 

sign-up in the Parish Hall.  For more 

information, call Evaleon Hill, (941)374-1990. 

CÍRCULO ESPAÑOL  
Bienvenidos to all who would like to 
practice spoken Spanish in a relaxed setting 
with others.  There are no books, no tests, 
and no homework; we all just want to 
improve and refresh the ability that we have 
in the language and help one another in 
doing so.  The círculo meets on 
Wednesdays (beginning January 13) from 
4:30 – 5:30 p.m. in the Library.  For more 
info contact Mary Gordon, (941)923-2302. 

ST. BONIFACE TALENT ON DISPLAY 
To kick off their Winter Exhibit, the Boniface Watercolor Group invites you 
to enjoy goodies, fellowship and a painting demo during Coffee Hour 
following the 10:00 service, Sunday, January 10. All new works will be on 
display, and many pieces are for sale, with a portion of the sale supporting 
the ministries of St. Boniface -- thanks to the generosity of the artists.  For 
more info on the paintings for sale or on the Watercolor Group, contact 
Jane Aguilard 941-927-8442. 

How to Buy a Painting:  (1)  Choose your painting.   (2) Contact 
Jane Aguilard at 941-927-8442 and let her know the painting 
and the artist, and the value noted on the painting’s label.   (3)  
Write a check to St. Boniface for the amount, and note the 
artist/painting and the value on the memo line.  (4)  Enjoy your 
beautiful new piece of artwork!  

WOMEN’S BIBLE STUDY    

Starting January 12th, ladies, join Ruth Brown 

for an exciting video series and Bible Study on 

the book of Esther. This study is produced by 

Lifeway, and is created especially for women 

by Beth Moore.  This is a nine week study, 

meeting every Tuesday 10:00-12:00.  Your 

workbook can be purchased for $15.99 on-

line at lifeway.com OR at the Lifeway Christian 

book store on Fruitville Road.  Please sign up 

for this study with Ruth now or at Coffee Hour 

Sunday mornings.  We understand you might 

not be able to commit to all 9 sessions, join 

us the days you can, you will be glad you 

did.   Questions?  Call Ruth Brown at (330) 

466-8619 or ruthbrown99@gmail.com.   

PUT SOME “WILL POWER” IN YOUR NEW YEAR’S RESOLUTIONS     

The New Year is the perfect time to make sure your affairs are in order.  
By spending a few moments now to make a list of your loved ones, 
important charitable groups (including Saint Boniface!), and your 
accumulated assets, you can create a plan that ensures what you have 
goes to who you want.  To get started, check our planning tool at 
www.bonifacechurch.org (search “wills planning”) or contact Betsie Danner 
(941-349-5616 x318 or bdanner@bonifacechurch.org). 

Concert Organist Zach Hemenway  

Sunday, January 10, 6:00 p.m. 
 

We are thrilled to welcome organist Zach Hemenway to 

St. Boniface Church as part of our concert series.  He 

will be playing works by Bach, Franck, Vierne and 

Dupré on our wonderful Moeller pipe organ.  We’re 

sure that this fine artist is going to thrill the audience 

with every note!  We are so fortunate to have both a 

great instrument and also an amazing acoustical space 

which allows the organ to be used to its fullest capacity.  Mr. 

Hemenway comes to us from Philadelphia where he serves as Director 

of Music at Saint Paul’s Episcopal Church. A FREE event, thanks to the 

Boniface Friends of Music. 

WONDERFUL WEDNESDAYS! 

Join us for worship at 5:30 p.m., social time and catered dinner at 6:00 in 
the Community Center, (for dinner, please call 941-349-5616 x5 by noon 
the Tuesday before for reservations, $10pp), then programs after dinner.   

January 6 — Epiphany and White Elephant Gift Exchange Evening 
worship will celebrate Epiphany.  Then following dinner, it’s your chance 
to trade that “special” Christmas present for another treasure at our gift 
swap! 

January 13— TBD 

January 20 — “One Mississippi, Two Mississippi: A Talk on Racism and 
Reconciliation”   To mark the Martin Luther King holiday and remind us of 
the strides made and still ahead of us, parishioner and noted author, Carol 
George-Poppen, leads us on an exploration of Freedom Summer of 1964 in 
Mississippi.  George's book, One Mississippi, Two Mississippi: Methodists, 
Murder, and the Struggle for Racial Justice in Neshoba County (Oxford), is 
essentially a micro-history of Mt. Zion Methodist Church in Philadelphia, 
Mississippi, site of the Voting Rights School planned by local black 
activists and slain civil rights workers Andy Goodman, James Chaney, and 
Mickey Schwerner.  The church was burned by the Klan and the three men 
were murdered by its members, reminding us of the persistent violence, 
sometimes referred to as America's "original sin," that has characterized 
the history of the neighboring communities of blacks and whites. 

January 27 — TBD 

FISH FRY FRIDAYS are BACK! 
Join us Fridays for a delicious 
fish dinner that includes fried 

Tilapia, macaroni & cheese, 
coleslaw, cornbread, dessert 

and a drink - and all for only $10! Meals are 
available for dine-in or take-out in the 
Boniface Community Center 5 - 8 p.m.   



and MORE! 

GIVING TREE 

The New Year represents new beginnings for us all.  Pick a tag from our 

Giving Tree this month and help the eager students at Emma E. Booker 

Elementary School get theirs off to a promising start.  Well into their school 

year, many of these students in the Newtown community have already 

exhausted their school supplies.  Giving Tree tags show a shopping list of 

needed classroom basics; or get a head start purchase items from the list 

below.  For more info, contact Nancy Rafter at 941-735-3174. 

Items Needed (leave items under the Giving Tree in the Parish Hall by 

January 31) 

 pencils  
 packages of erasers (the little ones that go on top of the pencils) 
 crayons - 8 pack 
 glue sticks 
 toothbrushes & toothpaste 
 socks - boys or girls (sized for 1st or 2nd graders) 
   

Want to do more?  Consider volunteering with the students! Contact Dee 

Webber at webber.dee@gmail.com or (941) 379-3500. 

VISIT HISTORIC SPANISH POINT with B.E.S.T.  
The Boniface Eco-Stewardship Team (B.E.S.T.) invites you to visit Historic 
Spanish Point in Osprey for a guided tour of historical, environmental and 
archaeological sites, plus new renovations and additions. The field trip 
takes place on Saturday, February 20.  Plan to meet at Spanish Point at 
9:45 for our tour which begins at 10 a.m. The walk is approximately one 
mile and takes about two hours for viewing. A 7 passenger tram can be 
requested. Admission charge is $8 and the fee for a picnic lunch (if desired) 
is an additional $8.  Please note: admission and any picnic lunches must be 
paid for in advance.  Sign up, make your payments and get more details at 
coffee hours in January.  For more info contact Katherine Johnson (941-927
-2066). 

 

Hello my friends,                 FROM THE SR. WARDEN, January 2016  
    The church was full of God’s family, children were all dressed in pageant 

fixings, the bells, strings, and flute were filling the air with blessed sounds, 

and the choir and organ made the most beautiful music imaginable.  We 

were all celebrating our Lord’s birth with joy, love, and peace.  It just 

doesn’t get any better than that.  We are truly blessed, my friends. 

    Last year was a year of growth for the church, the parish, and for many 

of us.  I have learned so much this year about forgiveness, understanding, 

and compassion, but mostly about the one, true important thing:  our 

worship and service to God.  I know you all join me in thanks to both Fr. 

Eric and Fr. David for helping us move to a place of peace and love as we 

worship our Lord.  

    As I think about the many wonderful ministries that bring us together at. 

St. Boniface, I see the power that fellowship has in understanding God’s 

will.  This is a church filled with caring, talented people, and through you, 

we can create a future with many more opportunities for outreach as we 

move into a new year.   

    I hope each and every one of you will join us for the Annual Meeting on 

Sunday, January 17th at 11:15 a.m. in the Boniface Community Center, 

and then for the All Parish Planning Meeting on Saturday, January 23 from 

9:00 a.m. to 2:00 p.m.  The Annual Meeting will give you a broad picture 

about our worship and finances in 2015, as well as a first look at 2016.  

The All Parish Planning Meeting will be an opportunity for you to help us in 

our calling of a Rector.  We need to hear your voice. 

     I’m joined by the Vestry, Staff, and Clergy in wishing each of you and 

your families a very Happy New Year.    
Yours in Christ,  Doug Francis 

FAMILY PROMISE THANK YOU 

More than $500 in $25 gift cards was donated to 

Family Promise of Sarasota, thanks to the generosity 

of our parishioners!  This programs supports 

unhoused families who are working to lift 

themselves and their children back to stability, 

independence.  These gift cards helped make 

Christmas merrier and brighter for these families.  

Thanks go, too, to the many parishioners who 

volunteered with meals, transportation, set up and 

on-campus hosting during our December host week 

at St. Boniface.  Thank you all for living the spirit of 

Christmas.  For more info on this parish ministry, 

contact Ray or Lea Droege at 941-346-7809. 

GETTING TO KNOW YOU!    

If you’re new to St. Boniface, we hope you’ll 

join us at a special reception just for you.  

Parish leaders will be on hand to answer your 

questions about the parish, our many 

activities and ministries, and how to take part.  

They’ll also be interested to hear how things 

were done at your former parish!  Nibbles and 

libations provided.  RSVP to the church office 

(941-349-5616 x318) by January 31.  Sunday, 

February 7, 11:10 am, St. Boniface 

Community Center. 

ADULT ED – PSALMS:   

ANTIDOTE TO ANXIETY     
What would it take for Psalms to be a more 
accessible resource for dealing with life?  
Understanding the Psalms at a deeper level will 
be the focus of a six session class.  Just as there 
are different varieties of prayer, so there are 
many varieties of psalms, giving expression to all 
that makes us human, always in relationship with 
a God who loves us anyhow.  Psalms address all 
the seasons and conditions of life, and when we 
identify those and identify with them, we can 
turn a psalm into our own life-sustaining prayer.  
Together, we’ll cover some examples that offer 
such potential and also examine a few which, on 
the surface at least, seem quite alien to our 
experience and contrary to our faith.  Read more 
on the Adult Education page of our website.  Led 
by Al Poppen, one of our retired clergy.  St. 
Boniface Library, Sundays, January 24 – 
February 28, 9:00. 

PIANO RECITAL Brice Hamilton, a 21 year 
old Bradenton native, will be presenting a 
classical piano recital on  Saturday, January 
16, 1:00 p.m., here at St. Boniface Church.  
Brice performs in various capacities as a 
music student, and also as a soloist in 
universities around Florida. His performance 
will include works of J.S. Bach, Debussy, and 
Rachmaninoff.  All are welcome to this 
recital. 

mailto:webber.dee@gmail.com
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