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WEEKLY SERVICES 
 

Sunday Eucharists 

8:00 & 10:00 am 
 

Tuesdays 10 a.m. 
Holy Eucharist  

 

Wednesdays 5:30 p.m. 
Evening Prayer 

(Eucharist first Wednesdays)  
 

Thursdays 10 a.m. 
Holy Eucharist and Healing  

As we celebrate St. Boniface Day on June 5, I want to share with you an abridged version of a 
paper that I wrote in Seminary on the life of our patron. Citations available upon request. God 
bless you and Happy St. Boniface Day, Wayne+ 

      St. Boniface, the Apostle of Germany, was born named Wynfrith in Crediton, Devon in 
England about the year 680. He was “a man who had a deeper influence on the history of 
Europe than any Englishman who ever lived.” The Church recalls his life each June 5. 

      Wynfrith, son of a wealthy merchant, grew up hearing the exciting stories of the saints of 
the church. While still a boy, his father fell gravely ill. The local monks prayed diligently for 
his eventual recovery. The family saw this restoration to health as a sign from God, and 
allowed their son to enter the monastery at around the age of six.  

    Happening concurrently, the Roman Empire had collapsed in about 500. In its place, 
Western Europe developed tribal systems and ambitious invaders to fill the secular power 
vacuum. Additionally, Islam was spreading its influence from North Africa into Europe.   

      Wynfrith became a Benedictine monk. At the age of thirty was ordained a priest. In 716, he 
set off for his first missionary journey in Frisia, a coastal region along the southeastern 
corner of the North Sea in what today is mostly a large part of the Netherlands. The mission 
was a failure.  

      Returning to England in 717, Wynfrith decided that the ultimate success of any missionary 
venture would depend on the support of both the church and the secular authority. 

      In May of 719, Pope Gregory II commissioned Wynfrith as a missionary and assigned him 
to the region of Germany. Gregory II also changed the English missionary’s name to Boniface.   

      About this same time, tribal strongman Charles Martel was consolidating his power in the 
region. By the eighth century about 1/3 of the lands in Europe were controlled by the Church. 
To fund his battles against various foes, including the invading Muslims, Martel confiscated 
church properties. 

      Still in 723, now Bishop Boniface decided to visit Charles Martel who respected the Church 
as long as it would not hinder him. Boniface returned boldly to his Germanic mission field 
and soon undertook a task for which he became legendary.  

      At Geismar, located near the center of today’s modern Germany, the new Christina 
converts encouraged Boniface to cut down a large tree sacred to the pagans known as “The 
Oak of Jupiter.”  Legend holds that as Boniface, an inexperienced woodsman laid ax to the 
trunk, a mighty wind came up and fell the tree. The pagan voices went from cursing to praise. 
From the wood of the tree Boniface erected a small chapel on the spot as a testimony to the 
power of God. 

      By 732, Boniface was elevated to Archbishop. This same year, Charles Martel defeated the 
Islamic advance into Europe at the Battle of Tours and Pointers. The victory marked Charles 
Martel as the “Defender of Christianity.” 

      In 738 Boniface appealed to be released from his papal commission. Instead, with Charles 
Martel at the height of his power, the Pope needed a man of Boniface’s skill in the region.  

      In 741 Charles Martel died, dividing the kingdom between his sons Carloman and Pepin. 
Carloman gave over his rule to his brother in 747. Through Boniface, Pepin sought spiritual 
authority in bestowing the mystical quality of kingship. Papal approval would sanctify the 
procedure plus recognize the credibility of his new monarchy throughout the Christian 
world.   

      In November of 751, Boniface as papal legate and Archbishop anointed Pepin as King, the 
first of the Carolingian house. Before long, the Carolingians would describe themselves as 
“ruling by the grace of God.” So it was Boniface who, in many ways, helped to lay the 
foundations for the rule of Charlemagne to be crowned “Emperor” by Pope Leo in 800. 

      Now an old man, Boniface returned to the missionary work of his younger days. On June 5, 
754 at an outdoor confirmation service in Frisia, he and his entire party were attacked by 
fanatical pagans and martyred. Legend holds that Boniface attempted to protect his head 
with a Gospel book. The pagan’s sword tore the book’s pages as it shattered the head of the 
saint.   

      In 1954--- 1200 years after his martyrdom---St. Boniface Episcopal Church in Sarasota, 
Florida was founded as a new mission congregation. While we do not know the founders’ 
intention or motivation in the choice of our name, “Boniface” is an appropriate name for any 
Christian community which is dedicated to, as the Saint was, The Great Commission of Jesus 
to the Church, to “Go into all the world…”  

NURSERY Childcare is available for 

our youngest parishioners on Sunday 

mornings 8:45 – 11:45 a.m. in the 

Nursery with Ms. Yu Ya, our licensed, 

professional caregiver. 

CHURCH SCHOOL  
Join us Sunday mornings at 10:00 
am in the Atrium!  Our Catechesis 
of the Good Shepherd program  
welcomes children age 3 up 
through 5th grade. Activity areas 
include stories and parables of 
Jesus, Baptism, Communion, 
prayer and the Mystery of the 
Kingdom of God, practical life and 
care of the Atrium, artwork, 
geography of Israel. For more 
information, contact JoAnn 
McManus (941)921-3021. Church 
School will take a break for the 
month of July.    

YOUTH GROUP  
We meet on Sundays at 6:00 p.m. in the 

Youth Studio welcoming middle and 

high school students for food, 

fellowship and worship!  Contact 

Wendy Prell for more information, 941-

371-8559.   

WEDNESDAY EVENING 

PRAYER & POTLUCK 
Join us for worship at 5:30 p.m. in the 

Par ish Hal l  (Euchar i st  f i rst 

Wednesdays), followed by a potluck 

supper.  Please bring a salad, main 

dish, drink or dessert to share!  For 

more information, contact Katherine 

Johnson (941)927-2066. 



JUNE at St. Boniface Church  

A MOTOWN CHRISTMAS  
December 5, the Westcoast Black Theatre is 

where you’ll want to be for a special Boniface 

evening of fundraising and fellowship.  Tickets are 

$75 and available now, and all proceeds benefit St. Boniface Church.  For 

more info, contact the church office (941-349-5616 x5). 

CALLING ALL CLOSET CHORISTERS! 

Do you enjoy music? Do you sing in the shower, car, or other 
"personal" location? Have you ever wondered what it would be like 
to sing with a group of others who enjoy exercising their vocal 
apparatus but have been too shy to try? If so, consider joining the 
Summer Choir! This no-pressure group will lead singing in Sunday 
worship from June 18 through August 27. Each week, the choir will 
rehearse on Sunday mornings at 9 AM and sing for the 10 AM 
service. Reading music is not required. The St. Boniface Summer 
Choir needs you! Consider joining us. Entire families/couples 
welcome! Children as well! For more information, talk with 
Choirmaster/Organist James Guyer (941-349-5616 x326 by phone or 
music@bonifacechurch.org for email). 

GETTING TO KNOW  

OUR PARISH LEADERS    
Stop by our second Welcome Table – this one 
outside the Parish Hall – following the 10:00 
service this summer.  Each week we’ll feature 
one of our ministry groups and/or our Vestry.  
They look forward to chatting with you, and 
answering questions you might have.  So, grab 
a cup of coffee and stop by! 

THE WOMEN’S BOOK GROUP  

next meets on Monday, June 5 at 3:30 p.m. 
at the home of Connie McManus (941-923-
5366), and the book for discussion is The 
Flash of Green by John MacDonald. 

WE NEED YOU!  What a great time to try your 

hand at one of our essential and on-going 

ministries.  Even in the lazy days of summer, our 

many ministries and activities still continue at full 

pace.  The Altar Guild, Flower Guild, Greeters, 

Nursery Team, and Ushers would welcome you 

volunteering with them.  This is a great way to try 

something new, meet new friends, have fun – all 

while helping your parish carry out our good 

works!  Contact Betsie Danner in the church 

office (941-349-5616 x318). 

LIBRARY NOTES  
As the summer sets in and activities 
slow down there is more time to 
read and relax. Perhaps you would 

like to borrow a book from the St. Boniface 
Library? Visit the Library on Sundays and check 
out books written by our own talented authors, 
or choose a book from our collection of self-
help or religious topics. The Library Team is 
creating a digital list of books housed in the 
library, and we look forward to having it on the 
St. Boniface Church website in early 2018.  
Happy reading!                  – The Library Team  

DADS & GRADS 

Looking for something a little different to celebrate 
your dad or your new graduate?  A commemorative 
brick makes a lasting tribute for Fathers’ Day or 
graduation day – or other special occasion.  Create your own message to 
be permanently engraved on a brick, let us know which area of the 
Courtyard you’d like it placed.  And we’ll do the rest. $125 per brick.  
Order forms are available in the church entry or on our website 
(www.bonifacechurch.org and type “brick” in the search box). 

YOU OUGHTA BE IN PICTURES!     

Add your photo to our online parish directory (accessibly by members only) with a recent photo of yourself.  Please 

email your photo to bdanner@bonifacechurch.org or mail it to the church office.   

WELCOMING NEW MEMBERS 
We bid a warm welcome to the following parishioners who 
have joined St. Boniface Church recently through 
confirmation, reception or transfer!  To learn more about 
joining our parish, contact Betsie Danner in the church office 
(941-349-5616 x318 or bdanner@bonifacechurch.org). 
Denise and John Ayre; Phil Baker and Steve Graham; Kay and 
Bob Goodman; James and Nancy, and Karalina, Annika, 
Andrew and Kirsten Guyer; Alice and Steve Reid;  
Jen Weinstein 

SPECIAL GIVING 
Each month, above and beyond our regular giving, we have an 
opportunity to support a specific aspect of or parish life at 
Saint Boniface.  June’s special offering fills our “Tool Box” and 

ensures we have the materials and funds needed for special tasks to keep 
our campus a safe and welcoming place for all.  With 9 buildings, 21 toilets, 
82 external doors and 23 air conditioners, our campus always has at least 
one “fix it” project underway!  Envelopes are available in the church entry 
area, or you may make your check to St. Boniface and note Tool Fund on 
the memo line.  Your gift may be made in memory or thanksgiving.  Gifts 
received by June 11 will be listed in the Sunday leaflet on Father’s Day. 

SUMMER SOLSTICE 

LABYRINTH WALK 

Let us celebrate Summer Solstice 
on June 21st at 7:00 p.m. at our 
labyrinth.  Bring your journal, if 
you use one, or something in which to write.   

We'll walk the labyrinth and ponder this 
question: "We are all spiritual beings. How is 
God calling you to express your spirituality?" Not 
walked a labyrinth before, but are curious about 
this?? Come along! We will help you get started. 



and MORE! 

CONGRATULATIONS GRADUATES! 
Vic Dina and Veronica Folian will both 
graduate from Riverview High School on 
June 3, and will be furthering their 
education at local colleges in the fall.  On 
Sunday, May 28, Vic and Veronica 
received gifts from the Boniface 
Scholarship Fund, the 20th class of 

recipients since the 
fund’s inception.  
G o o d  l u c k , 
graduates! 

 

 

FIGHTING CHILD HUNGER 

This summer 40,000 children in our community will go hungry.  St. Boniface is 

doing something about it.  And you can, too!  We’ve awarded $4,000 to All Faiths 

Food Bank’s Campaign Against Summer Hunger, providing meal-filled backpacks for 

local children this summer.  For $160 you can give a hungry child in Sarasota or 

Desoto County a WHOLE summer's worth of backpacks for $160.  Or, give any 

amount you choose and feed a child for part of the summer.  (Make your check 

payable to St Boniface and note “AFFB Summer Hunger” on the memo line.)  You 

can also join us at one of our backpack stuffing events (see below) at All Faiths Food 

Bank (8171 Blaikie Court, Sarasota,  34240) – just sign up at Coffee Hour.           – St. 

Boniface Grants & Outreach Committee 

       Thursday, June 22:  8:00 - 10:00  summer backpack packing         

        Saturday, July 8:  8:30 – 10:30 non-perishable food sorting 

HURRICANE SEASON  “Make a plan, be informed and get a kit.”   

These are the top three basic things we can all do to prepare for 
any hurricanes headed our way this season, according to Episcopal 
Relief & Development.  Pick up a copy of their Individual & Family 
Preparedness sheet in the church entry, or from the ERD website 
(episcopalrelief.org, search “handouts, family preparedness”).  ERD 
is the independent outreach arm of the Episcopal Church.  Their 
work around the world helps communities prevent, prepare for and 
recover from emergencies and disasters.  Their teams, affiliated 
with local organizations, is often among the first onsite and the last 
to leave.  In case of storm evacuation for Siesta Key, St. Boniface 
Church’s relocation site will be St. Wilfred’s Episcopal Church on 
Wilkinson Road, two blocks east of Beneva.  Sunday services are 
at 7:45am and 10:00am, and an additional service will be added at 
12:00 noon for St. Boniface. 

FAMILY PROMISE of SARASOTA 

St. Boniface supports our homeless family ministry 
through the Family Promise program.  The Family 
Promise Board of Trustees needs new members due to 
end of terms for some current members.  The national 
Family Promise documents state it's the representatives 
of the congregations that staff the Board.  We specifically 
need people with expertise in accounting, finance, law, 
human services, and grant writing.   You do NOT need 
previous experience with a non-profit board position. We 
DO need someone willing to help steer this organization 
into the future.  Please contact Joy Mayer, a current 
Board member, if you have questions or an interest in 
participating, at joy.m.mayer@gmail.com.   

Thank you!  Lea Droege, St. Boniface FP Coordinator 

WHERE IN THE WORLD IS ST. BONIFACE?    The year was barely underway before St. Boniface Church was 

rolling up its sleeves – quite literally! – to reach out to those in physical, financial or emotional need.   

 Our blood drives for the Suncoast Communities Blood Bank have touched 55 lives in our community – those 

undergoing surgeries, burn therapy and chemo. 

 We’ve been busy fighting hunger.  Our second annual Rise Against Hunger meal packaging event was wildly 

successful.  Over 125 parishioners and friends gathered to package 15,120 meals ultimately bound for Haiti.  

We not only raised the required 29¢ cost per meal, but enough to also give $2,524 to RAH’s water initiatives, 

providing hygiene, wells and infrastructure in the countries where their meals are distributed.  Locally, we 

joined in All Faiths Food Bank’s Campaign Against Summer Hunger, gathering to stuff 1,700 backpacks with 

nutritious food for hungry children. 

 Through our Family Promise host weeks we’ve helped un-housed families work their way back to self-

sufficiency and dignity.  To-date, we’ve provided shelter, meals and fellowship – right on our own church 

campus – to 9 families with children ranging from 1-year to 15-years old.  Our Grants & Outreach Committee 

has extended our care for the community’s homeless with a $2,000 grant to Resurrection House.  

 Our Giving Tree has collected items for young children on their first night in the foster care program 

(Guardian ad Litem), household basics for seniors seeking to live independently (Senior Friendship Centers), 

and diapers and infant needs for at-risk families (Healthy Families). 

 Our recently re-formed Peace & Justice Committee has helped us focus on racism (book study group), the 

plight of refugees and immigrants (Open A.R.M.S. Walk), gun safety (weekly Brady Campaign Bayfront 

Watches).  Thanks to the P&J Committee’s urging and education, we are the newest member of Sarasota 

United for Responsibility and Equity (S.U.R.E.), an affiliation of local congregations working toward 

accountability and social justice in our community.   

 Our Eco-Stewardship Team (B.E.S.T.) highlighted the need to care for our planet, with their Creation Sunday 

speaker from the This Spaceship Earth project. 

 We collected pennies to $10 bills in our Lenten mite boxes for Episcopal Relief & Development, the Church’s 

independent outreach arm, for their worldwide relief and development work. 

And it doesn’t stop here!  Plans are already underway for youth mission trip, additional hunger fighting events 

and host weeks for un-housed families.  Who knows where in the world you’ll find St. Boniface next! 


