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Have you ever looked forward to something – and then, when it happened, it was so much more than 

you ever anticipated? 

We all have hopes. We all have goals that we live into. We all have dreams that call us to get up every 

morning and lead our lives. 

This is exactly what happened to a man named Simeon in the gospel this morning. He knew the Messiah 

was coming. He waited and prayed every day for the Messiah to arrive. He felt that he would not see death until 

he laid his eyes on the Lord's Messiah. 

Today is the Feast of the Presentation of Our Lord in the Temple. Now, this holy day usually gets 

hidden during the week. But, this year it appears on a Sunday. Today we remember the day when Mary and 

Joseph presented their baby boy in the temple. The Church has commemorated The Presentation — also known 

as Candlemas — since the fourth century. 

In the Gospel this morning we meet Simeon. Old Simeon waits in the Temple. He knows the prophecy 

that when the Messiah comes, he will "suddenly come to his Temple." So, if you want to see the Messiah, your 

best bet is to hang around the Temple. 

Old Simeon has been there for years. Every morning, he has gotten up, had his bagel and coffee, and 

gone to work at the Temple. 

He has the right credentials, according to Luke. Luke says that he is both "righteous and devout." You 

can't get any better in the Jewish faith than being righteous and devout. He is also faithful in his vocation as a 

"Messiah-watcher." He never misses. He is there every day. He has just the right the credentials to spot the 

Messiah when he shows up. 

Well, when Mary and Joseph arrive at the Temple something stirs in Simeon. This very old man takes a 

six-week-old child up into his arms and praises God. If you have ever been to Evening Prayer, you may 

remember his Song – 



Lord, you now have set your servant free, to go in peace as you have promised;  

For these eyes of mine have seen the Savior, whom you have prepared for all the world to see:  

A Light to enlighten the nations, and the glory of your people Israel.  

The scene is a moving one: an old man now ready to die holding a six-week-old baby, who is at long last 

"the salvation for all people." Simeon's discovery and his joy exceeded his expectations. He didn’t know what it 

all meant. But he did know that something great and significant was taking place and he was part of it. 

But, the fact is, that Simeon was an exception. The first century world wasn’t prepared for the coming of this 

Christ. They were looking for a warrior Messiah. They were seeking an aggressive deliverer who would crush 

evil and bring political freedom. 

Yet, Simeon discovered the unexpected Jesus. 

Israel expected the Messiah to come with fanfare. He did not. They expected Jesus to bring political 

freedom from foreign occupation. Instead, he brought freedom from sin and guilt. They expected a Jesus who 

would dazzle them by miraculous feats. But instead, he healed the sick, cared for the poor, and fed the hungry. 

They expected a Messiah who would make life easier, reduce taxes, end unemployment, and bring down prices. 

He didn't. 

If anything, Jesus made life harder. He talked about crosses and not about crowns. He talked about his 

way of life being harder. He talked about the entrance being narrow and that few would find it. He talked about 

loving your enemy, and turning the other cheek, and forgiving others as God has forgiven you. He challenged 

others to leave all behind and set their minds and hearts on the kingdom of God. 

They expected a Christ who would be a smashing success. But, to them, he was a failure because he died 

like a common criminal on a cross. He was the unexpected Christ because he didn’t fit into their plan. They 

wanted a Christ they could keep for themselves exclusively as part of their nation. But, his life was like a river 

with a current so strong that no bank could contain it. 

Two-thousand years ago, Jesus did not come like men and women expected him to come. He may not come 

today where we expect him to come. We have a tendency to look for God to come among us in the bright spots 



of the world – in the creeds and in the cathedrals. But Jesus is so often found in the shadows, with the sick and 

the diseased, with the poor and the despised, with the lonely and the oppressed. 

I heard a story about a man jumped into a cab in New York City and told the cabbie to take him to God. 

Without hesitation the cabbie drove him to St. Patrick's Cathedral. As the man got out of the cab he asked the 

driver, "Are you sure that God is here?" 

The cabbie answered, "If he’s not here, he’s not in town."  

I wonder if it ever entered the cabbie’s mind to take the man to Bellevue Hospital, or Harlem, or under a 

bridge somewhere. 

Much of the time, this world of ours is not easy. And it’s not likely to change any time soon. If you 

search your own heart, you know it’s true. The memories of past unfaithfulness from those we love. The 

knowledge that our children wander away from the life we want them to live. A disturbing word from the 

doctor. A job that’s no longer fulfilling. And, it feels like there’s nothing you can do about it. Not now. Not any 

more. And, it’s always there. 

But, my friends, the Messiah has come into this same world. Simeon saw is clearly. This is it. There will 

be no more Messiahs. No Messiah is going to rush in and solve all your problems for you. No one on a white 

horse. No one is coming on a cloud to bring to you a perfect world. It's not going to happen. 

But, old Simeon saw beyond this. The one we have been waiting for has come. The world doesn't have 

to be perfect for us to find healing and wholeness. It doesn't have to be perfect for us to experience the peace 

and joy that can come to our lives. We can still know those things, even though life isn't perfect.  

Have you ever looked forward to something – and then, when it happened, it was so much more than 

you ever anticipated? 

The Christ has come into the world. Has your heart moved like the heart of old Simeon? Do you find Christ in 

the most unexpected places? Do you feel the surprise of God? 

Lord, you now have set your servant free, to go in peace as you have promised;  

For these eyes of mine have seen the Savior, whom you have prepared for all the world to see:  

A Light to enlighten the nations, and the glory of your people Israel.  



Amen. 

 

 


