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WEEKLY SERVICES 
 

Sunday Eucharists 

8:00 & 10:00 am 
 

Tuesdays 10 a.m. 
Holy Eucharist  

 

Wednesdays 5:30 p.m. 
Evening Prayer 

(Eucharist first Wednesdays)  
 

Thursdays 10 a.m. 
Holy Eucharist and Healing  

HELP ERD RESPOND TO THE EARTHQUAKES and FLOODS 
 

Please give to Episcopal Relief &Development’s Disaster Response Fund to 

help it provide urgent assistance to communities affected by major disasters, 

such as the recent earthquakes in Japan and Ecuador, and floods in Texas.  In 

the wake of such emergencies, this fund supplies critical necessities such as 

food, water, medicine, shelter, and supports people in devastated 

communities as they recover and rebuild.  Your gift immediately provides aid 

when and where it is needed most.  You may donate to ERD’s Disaster 

Response Fund by a check to St. Boniface Church (marked “ERD”), or through 

the ERD website www.episcopalrelief.org. 

 

SPECIAL OFFERING 

Each month, above and beyond our regular giving, we have an opportunity to 

support a specific aspect of or parish life at St. Boniface Church.  May’s 

giving decorates our altar on Mothers ’ Day with an arrangement that 

celebrates Mothers on their special day.  It also helps adorn our altar 

throughout the year with linens and other decoration that dignify and beautify 

our worship.  Your gift may be given in tribute or memorial.  Extra envelopes 

are available in the church entry area, or you may make your check payable 

to St. Boniface Church and note Mothers’ Day Flowers and Altar on the 

memo line.   

SUNDAY MORNING ADULT ED 

“Discovering God’s Vision for your 

Life:  You and your Spiritual Gifts”  

Join Associate Rector, Andi Taylor, 

Sundays at 9:00 a.m. in the Library to 

explore your God-given gifts and what 

direction they may lead! 

EDUCATION for MINISTRY GRADUATIONS 
Our EfM (Education for Ministry) class will have four graduates honored on 
Sunday, May 15! They have studied the Bible, learned church history, 
discussed different beliefs and bonded closely with the entire group of nine.  
Judith Radasch Stickler, from St. Boniface Church, Alida & David 
Turner, from Bradenton, and Lin Wheeler, who attends St. Boniface 
when she is in town, have contributed so much to our whole group and have 
grown spiritually and theologically.  Come celebrate with them on May 15, 
and consider joining EfM when we start up in the Fall.  Questions??? Contact 
Sandy Wilbur (941-366-7003) or e mail sandywilbur76@gmail.com  

SUNDAY MORNING BOOK 

DISCUSSION 
 

W e  c o n t i n u e  o u r 
discussions on the book by 
Richard Rohr, Falling 
Upward - A Spirituality for 
the Two Halves of Life.  All 
are welcome to join us in 

these lively conversations, Sundays, 
9:00 a.m., in the St. Francis Room. 

STATIONS of the  

RESURRECTION 

Follow the apostles through Easter 

morning to Pentecost Sunday with 

14 stations devoted to the events of 

these 50 days of Easter.  We will 

gather in the courtyard and walk 

through the campus to various stops 

where the stories will be read, 

prayed upon and rejoiced in 

singing. Following the service, the 

Hea l ing  Mis s ion  wi l l  o f fe r 

re freshments  in  the Par ish 

Hall. Come celebrate as God's 

people! Saturday, May 7, 9:00 a.m. 

 

A Very Special Sunday ~ May 8 

Sunday, May 8 is Mother’s Day, a time to 
celebrate those special people in our lives.  At 
St. Boniface Church, it will also be a morning 
to honor our graduating high school seniors 
at the 10 a.m. service, and present them with 
gifts from the Boniface Scholarship Fund.  
Congratulations to Jacob Taylor, Glenn Tompkins, and 
Meg van Deventer! 

Also, the Youth Group will be doing a minute-for-ministry 
on their summer Mission Trip to Princeton, IL with 
leaders Wendy Prell and Edward Palermo.  We hope you 
can join us! 



 MAY at St. Boniface Church  

BLOOD PRESSURE SCREENING 

Take a major step in looking after your 
health!  Parishioner and Faith Community 

Nurse, Doriel Boyce, encourages you to 
partake in our complimentary 

screening on May 8 in the Library 
following the 10:00 service. 

WONDERFUL WEDNESDAYS May 4 & 11: Join us for worship at 5:30 
p.m. in the Church, social time and catered dinner at 6:00 in the 
Community Center, (for dinner reservations, please sign up at Coffee 
Hour or call 941-349-5616 x5 by noon the Tuesday before, $10pp), 
then our program to follow at 7:00 p.m.: “Follow” We wrap up this 
video and discussion series led by Andi Taylor.  No matter what you 
believe, no matter how you behave, Jesus invites you to follow! Stay 
after dinner for a brief video presentation by Andy Stanley followed by 
conversation to help us learn to live as children of God.  
 

WEDNESDAY EVENING PRAYER & POTLUCK beginning May 18:  
Join us for worship at 5:30 p.m. in the Parish Hall, followed by a potluck 

supper.  Please bring a salad, main dish, drink or dessert to share!  For 

more information, contact Katherine Johnson (941)927-2066. 

THE WOMEN’S BOOK GROUP next 
meets on Monday, May 2 at 3:30 p.m. at 
the home of Grace Riker (941-924-8908).  
They will discuss Under the Wide and 
Starry Sky, by Nancy Horan. For more 
information about the meeting or the 
book group, contact Connie McManus, 
(941-923-5366). 

 

PRESCHOOL  NEWS 
Another year at our Preschool is coming to a close, 

with graduation on May 12 and our last day the 13th.  

Congratulations to our eight 4-year-olds who will be 

moving up to Kindergarten! 

We are gearing up for some summer camp fun with art, music, 

science, fitness, drama, and many more activities. Two 4-week 

sessions are being offered for children ages 1-5 (June 6 - July 1 

and July 11—Aug 5, 9 am - 1pm), and we’d love to have you join 

us!  Contact Preschool Director, Sarah Schebel, 941-349-5616 

x330 to register and learn more. 

AND the Preschool is now registering for the 2016-2017 

school year!  Contact Sarah for details.   

BLOOD DRIVE   

Roll up your sleeves and give the gift of 

life!  It’s quick, simple, and (generally) 

painless.  You need to be in good health, 

over 17 years old and weigh more than 110 

pounds.  Sunday, May 1, 8:30 – 12:30, in the 

church parking lot.  For information 

contact Nancy Rafter (941-735-3174). 

LIBRARY OPEN THIS SUNDAY    

The St. Boniface Library (next door to the coffee hour room) will be open 
this Sunday, May 1, following the 10:00 a.m. service, for your browsing!  A 
team member will be there to welcome you, and help you find just the 
book you need – from current popular reads to self-help to biblical 
commentary and more.   

READ ANY GOOD BOOKS LATELY?   

As summer breezes blow and the pace slows down, perhaps you'll find 
yourself reading more. Please know that the Give and Take Cart operates 
all year round. We would love to have you share your latest read with us! 
Please drop your book(s) off in the Library Bin inside the Parish Hall.  

SPECIAL CONCERT  
Here at St. Boniface Church on Sunday, May 8 at 
4:00 p.m., the Friends of Allison vocal ensemble 
will present a special concert celebrating the 
lives of children who have gone early to God.  
This annual event is a multi-faith, multicultural 
performance of vocal works from many genres, 
including the classics and opera, madrigal and 
Celtic, pop, jazz, chant, and gospel. Sacred works 
are also performed from the Judeo-Christian 
liturgies.  A moment of candle lighting and the 
naming of children's names is included in the 
program, all are welcome to attend (freewill 
offering).   

FAMILY POTLUCK 

Families of all ages are invited to join us for 

a poolside potluck on Saturday, May 7 at 

4:00 p.m. at the Sandpiper Beach Club 

Resort, 6414 Midnight Pass Road, Siesta 

Key.  Jim Tompkins is our host, and will 

provide and grill the hamburgers and hot 

dogs - please bring a dish to share.  Call, 

text, or email Jo Ann McManus with any 

questions and to RSVP, 941-356-5456 or 

joannmc01@gmail.com. 

MOMS, DADS AND GRADS! 

Looking for the perfect gift to celebrate your 
mom, your dad or your new graduate?  A 
commemorative brick makes a lasting tribute 
for Mothers’ Day, Fathers’ Day or graduation 
day – or other special occasion.  Create your own message to be 
permanently engraved on a brick, let us know which area of the 
Courtyard you’d like it placed,  $125 per brick.  Order forms are 
available in the church entry or on our website 
(www.bonifacechurch.org, type “brick” in the search box). 



and MORE! 

HELPING UN-HOUSED FAMILIES and CHILDREN 

Did you know nearly half of the homeless in our community are 

families with children?  And St. Boniface is part of the solution, 

helping some of these families work their way back to independence!  

Serving as a host congregation one week each quarter, we provide 

shelter, meals and companionship – right here on our campus! – to 

up to three families at a time in the highly successful Family 

Promise program.  These are families who have found themselves 

without housing because of illness, job loss, family upheaval or other 

crisis.  Each host week nearly 100 of your fellow parishioners rally to 

help set up the guest families’ rooms and dining/lounge space, 

prepare meals, wash bed linens, act as overnight or Saturday hosts 

(staying in the Healing Mission with its on-site restroom), and simply 

to enjoy getting to know these wonderful people and their children.  

We invite you to join us!  Our next host week is May 22 – 29.  

See www.familypromisesarasota.org to learn more, and contact 

parishioners Ray and Lea Droege (941-346-7809) to volunteer. 

Family Promise Dine Out – Here’s another way to support this 

great program:  Enjoy a tasty dinner at the White Horse British Pub 

(6240 N. Lockwood Ridge Rd.) from 5:00 – 9:00, Thursday, May 19 

and 20% of your tab will be given to Family Promise! 

THE ST. BONIFACE CONCERT SERIES celebrated the 

conclusion of its 2015 – 2016 season with a performance by 
the Sarasota Youth Opera on Sunday, April 10th.   There 
were 452 in attendance and everyone enjoyed the wonderful 

program.  We can look forward to hearing the Sarasota 
Youth Opera again next year, and are pleased to report that 
the total number of people attending our concerts this 
season was just over 2,000!   Thanks especially to the 
Friends of Music for their generous donations, making the 
Concert Series possible.  We are also excited to announce 
that the 2016 -2017 season will open on October 16th with a 
performance by The Romm Family Trio – two trumpets and 
piano, featuring Ronald Romm, a founding member of the 
Canadian Brass!   The season will also include many other 
wonderful performances – keep watch for new 
season brochures toward the end of summer. 

Mary Mozelle, Director of Music 

LET’S STOP HUNGER NOW!! 

Remember how much fun we had putting 

together 10,000 meals in March?  You were all 

so generous with your time and treasure. Are 

you ready to have more fun and do more 

good?  Come join the Grants Committee and 

continue our fight against hunger. Together 

we will sort food and package it for one of the 

food bank's many distribution partners 

throughout the community.  Here's your 

chance to find out what happens to the 

hundreds of pounds of food St. Boniface 

parishioners have donated to our community 

food pantry.  Sign up in the Parish Hall at 

Coffee Hour May 22 & 29; or contact Helen 

Francis at 941-921-6820.  If we all work 

together we can STOP HUNGER NOW.  Thank 

you.  All Faiths Food Bank, 8171 Blaikie Ct, 

Sarasota, FL 34240.  Saturday, June 4 from 

9:00 -11:00 a.m.   

–the St. Boniface Grants Committee 

HEADING “HOME” FOR THE SUMMER?    
Please add these to-dos to your list! 

 Let the church office know your summer address, so we can 
direct your mail to the right place. 

 Send us your email address to get the latest scoop while you’re 
away. 

 When emptying your pantry, bring any unopened, non-
perishable items to the church.  We have bright yellow All Faiths 
Food Bank bins in the church and parish hall waiting for your 
donations! 

 Is your bookshelf or night stand cluttered with books you’ve 
already read?  Drop them off in the Library Team’s book bin in 
the Parish Hall.  They’ll find a happy home on the Give-and-Take 
Cart or in our Library. 

BONIFACE YOUTH ARE BACK! 
 

Exciting News!  St. Boniface Church has an active 

Youth Group once again.  You may have seen 

some of the youth doing beach parking, or on 

campus Sunday evenings!  On Sunday mornings, 

we have been parking to raise money for our 

summer mission trip to Princeton, IL, June 18 - 

25.  Then on Sunday evenings, we have been 

busy preparing for our trip, bonding, and 

exploring ideas on how to develop the program to 

match the students’ needs, worship styles, and 

ensure it is inviting to others.  We welcome 

Middle and High School students, meetings on 

Sundays are at 6:00 p.m. in the Youth Studio, 

please contact Wendy Prell, (941)313-0620, for 

more information. 

CREATING and HONORING LEGACIES 

Are wills and estate plans mere legal issues?  
Grab a Book of Common Prayer and check 
out page 445.  It tells us that parents should 
make provisions for their families.  It also 
says that all people should make 
arrangements for our worldly goods not only 
for our families, but also “for religious and 
charitable uses” if we are able.  Yes, wills 
and estate plans involve our lawyers.  But, 
they begin with our Christian faith and 
values. 

Next month’s newsletter will honor our 
Boniface Cornerstone Society members, those 
parishioners who have provided for St. 
Boniface’s future ministries through their 
wills and estate plans. 



MAY 2016 

Hello friends,            

Many of you have asked me about the progress of the search, and I’m pleased to say that we 
have four wonderful applicants that have been fully vetted by the Diocese. 

We have been in touch with each of the applicants and are now reading all their documents, 
listening to their sermons, calling their references, and scheduling Skype interviews with them. 

Our original plan was to review all documents and references of the four applicants, and through 
prayerful discernment, narrow the list to our final two choices.  However, after studying the four 
applicants, it is apparent that any one of them would bring a peaceful, loving ministry to St. Boniface 
Church.  So, we have decided to visit all four parishes and then to have all four applicants spend a 
weekend at St. Boniface.  

As you might guess, the decision to bring all four applicants to the final discernment brings with 
it three challenges:   

First, our expenses will be twice our original estimate.  This is a challenge for us since we are 
still about $70,000 - $90,000 short of balancing our budget for this year.  Some of the retired clergy 
have vowed to help us fund these extra trips, but we will need your help as well.  This is probably the 
most important financial commitment we will make for years to come.  If you can see your way clear to 
make an extra contribution, please label your donation “search.” 

Second, our discernment process will be extended about two to three weeks, ending most likely 
the third week in August.  The Bishop will likely have a plan to supply clergy for us after David leaves 
and until the new Priest-in-Charge is in residence. 

Third, our visitation team will be out of town for four weeks, rather than just two.  That challenge 
has been met through the dedication of the team to make all four trips.  God bless them and their 
families for that big commitment. 

After the visits have been completed, we will have several meetings to review our notes and 
findings, followed by two weeks of discernment and listening to God’s will as we pick which applicant to 
call as Priest-in-Charge for St. Boniface Church. 

Should you have any questions about the search, please call me or any other Vestry member.  
Our contact numbers are listed on the colored bulletin each week and on the Vestry webpage on the 
Church’s website. 

Thank you for your continued support and patience.  I have faith that God has great things in store for 
St. Boniface Church.  

Yours in Christ, 

Doug Francis 
Senior Warden 



 

 

Discernment timeline for calling of Priest in Charge at St. Boniface – Rev. 1 
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A Case for The Episcopal Church – May 2016 
 

 May 15th, the Feast of Pentecost, marking the end of Easter Season is often 
called the birthday of the Church.  Before the coming of the Spirit there were only 
followers of Jesus, but after the Spirit’s descent they were joined to Christ and 
became one Body with him, children of God by the power of the Holy Spirit.  From 
this moment the Church started to spread throughout the world.  The gift of the 
Spirit incorporated believers into Christ empowering them for their own particular 
ministry.  There are many gifts the Apostle Paul tells us but all are for the common 
good, the building up of the Church of God.   
 Jesus intended that the One Spirit unite all of his followers in One Body.  But 
here we are divided into many, sometimes competing, denominations.  As we 
approach Pentecost I would like to suggest that there is a particular gift that has 
been given to The Episcopal Church.  That gift does not make us the whole Church or 
the “best” Church or, obviously, the only true Church.  But the Spirit has gifted us 
with a special quality that enables us to make a contribution to the whole of Christ’s 
Church.   
 William Temple, the 98th Archbishop of Canterbury (1942-1944) wrote: “Our 
special character and, as we believe, our peculiar contribution to the Universal 
Church arises from the fact that, owing to historical circumstances, we have been 
enabled to combine in one fellowship the traditional faith and order of the catholic 
Church with that immediacy of approach to God through Christ to which the 
evangelical churches especially bear witness and freedom of intellectual inquiry, 
whereby the correlation of the Christian revelation and advancing knowledge is 
constantly effected. “  
 The last fifty years have not been kind to Episcopalians nor to English-
speaking Anglicans in general in the United Kingdom, Canada, or Australia.  It seems 
we have constantly been in conflict with ourselves over liturgical renewal, hymnody, 
polity, and human sexuality.  The result being a loss of vitality, identity and purpose, 
as well as a loss in membership.  However, there has been a slight reversal over the 
last three years as our Church seeks to find our way into the future God has for us.  I 
am finding that we are becoming more effective witnesses to Jesus and the Gospel, 
out of a sense of being uniquely gifted by the Spirit for a special role in this world.  
There are people out there waiting for what we can offer them.   
 Our particular gifts come out of our particular history, the way that the 
Reformation came to England and the way in which the Church of England tried to 
be faithful in its particular historical circumstances.  Looking back, I see the hand of 
God in the events of this history.  Not everything that happened was for the best, but 
God made something wonderful to develop out of those particular events and we 
are heirs of that family history.  Along the lines of Archbishop Temple’s statement, 
our particular gift seems to be three-fold.   
 The first reason has to do with the word “catholic.”  Our Church has 
preserved the traditional faith and structure of the church catholic.  This is who we 
are.  Our religion is expressed through our catholic structure.  Bishops, priests, 
deacons, Baptism and the Eucharistic liturgy, visits by the Bishop for Confirmation, 
the Sacrament of Marriage, daily Morning and Evening Prayer, keeping the feasts 



and fasts of the Church year—these are the marks of our identity as a community 
that lives in conscious continuity with the one historical life of the Church since its 
earliest days.  These are the badges of our self-awareness. 
 What are the marks of an Episcopalian?  It is someone who is at Eucharist on 
Sundays and Holy Days, someone whose devotional life is centered on the Book of 
Common Prayer and its daily round of prayers.  It is someone who acknowledges the 
authority of the Bishop and who is grateful for the gift of priesthood out of which 
Christ bestows on the Church the sacramental graces of the Holy Spirit.  An 
Episcopalian is someone who worships God in a liturgical way—an ordered way of 
worship in conscious continuity with the historical Church.  Liturgical means 
participatory, learning your part so that you can take your place in the public drama 
of worship.  It means not to fret that visitors cannot immediately understand what 
we are doing.  Why should they?  What we do is rich and multi-layered.  One has to 
be initiated into it.  An Episcopalian is one who does not feel that she/he has to 
apologize about things like keeping Lent, going to church in the middle of the week 
when a feast day falls on it, being accountable to a wider group than the local 
congregation.  These are the badges of our distinctiveness.  We are meant to delight 
in them—like Jewish persons who eat kosher since it is the way of praising God and 
being a part of that historic faith.   
 Being catholic means to delight in the fact that we inherit a way of life.  We do 
not vote in our congregation about a code of conduct or articles of faith.  They are 
already there in our tradition.  The catholic order and structure witness to us that 
we are one with the one life of the Church, as it has existed in this world since the 
days of Jesus.  Our personal life is grounded in a sacramental life that is larger than 
we are.  We do not make it up, but share in a religion already there—the life of Jesus 
as taught and mediated by the historic Church.   
 The second reason has to do with a quality that we can only call evangelical.  
Despite what some say The Episcopal Church and its members delight in evangelical 
prerogatives.  The easiest way to define evangelism is to talk about the immediacy of 
a personal relationship with Jesus.  Each person for herself or himself is expected 
and privileged to know Jesus personally and intimately.  There is no sense of being 
separated from Jesus by any structure or person having to come to Jesus through 
someone else or something else.  There is no sense of a faith that is remote or 
impersonal.  A relationship with Jesus is meant to be direct, life changing, a matter of 
daily living.  The Bible is an owned book for all, a manual for daily prayer and life, 
and a place to encounter Jesus in the power of the Holy Spirit.  There is a directness 
of apprehension in Scripture—a genuine encounter with God.  Worship is to be 
warm and whole hearted—the response of those whose lives are touched by Jesus.   
 The gift of The Episcopal Church is the combination of both evangelical and 
catholic in one body.  This is not to say that any congregation embodies this 
perfectly.  Some are more evangelical, some more catholic.  Yet, the ideal is the 
combination: the warmth of evangelical experience poured into and expressed 
through catholic order, the sacramental life nurturing a close personal relationship 
with Jesus.  Those who want to take the personal side of religion in a greater 
direction of individual liberty will probably want a purely evangelical church with 
little structure in worship and much congregational freedom to choose its own way.  



Those who want to take the corporate side of religion in a greater direction of 
institutional solidarity will want to affiliate with the Roman Catholic Church where 
there is more of a sense of hierarchical authority and less congregational freedom.   
 Our way as Episcopalians is to try not to diminish what it means either to be 
a catholic in essentials nor an evangelical in essentials, but to express the 
evangelical life in a catholic order, to express the catholic faith with evangelical 
immediacy.  This is not to say that we have it right, or that we are the only ones 
trying for this combination.  There needs, in fact, to be a renewal of both the 
evangelical and the catholic in modern Anglicanism.  We are being challenged on the 
evangelical side by many evangelical denominations and within our Church by 
African evangelical Anglicans.  They are reminding us of something we have 
forgotten: it is still possible to be excited about Jesus and the Gospel and the power 
available in Christ to renew our lives.  That excitement makes converts—and 
making converts is what evangelism is all about.  Episcopalians need an evangelical 
renewal—to recover an excitement about the Gospel and to fall in love with Jesus.  
We also need a renewal of the catholic element in our life.  The great strength of 
Catholicism has always been spirituality—the nurture and development of a solid 
Christian character and the deep Spirit-led life, based on the sacraments and the 
spiritual prayer disciplines.  The ravages of individualism and worldliness need to 
be countered by a strong corporate sense of spiritual discipline rooted in the long 
history of faith and practice in the Catholic Church.  The Episcopal Church at its best 
combines these two elements in a constructive and exciting way.  There is every 
reason to suppose that we an find our way forward if we are willing to let the Spirit 
blow again through this Church and renew us as catholic and evangelical.   
 The third point in making a case for The Episcopal Church is freedom of 
intellectual inquiry—a willingness to wrestle with the ideas of the world in which 
we find ourselves, to take seriously the best thought of the age, to respond to it and 
engage it out of a convinced Christian commitment.  Historically The Episcopal 
Church has provided fresh open spaces and encouragement for this kind of 
enterprise.  Some Christians do not have much interest in a serious engagement 
with modern thought.  They want an unchanging religion with few ambiguities.  
They do not want to rethink their faith in the light of new ideas or research.  At some 
risk of oversimplifying this is what we call fundamentalism—a reaction against 
what is modern, an attempt to keep Christian thinking within narrow, well-worn 
channels.  You can be a catholic fundamentalist or an evangelical fundamentalist.  
Someone who clings to the pope as infallibly true in what he teaches is a 
fundamentalist as much as someone who clings to the Bible as interpreted a century 
ago as infallibly true.  Many fundamentalists are very good people and excellent 
Christians, but this is not what it means to be an Episcopalian.   
 But just because we are not fundamentalists does not mean that we simply 
accept modern thought.  For the last forty years or so that has been one of our chief 
problems.  Episcopalians have been so afraid of being thought of as fundamentalists 
that we have fallen into the opposite trap and have assimilated our thinking to that 
of the modern world.  Again, at the risk of oversimplifying, we usually associate this 
failing with the word “liberalism” that has come to stand for a kind of sell-out to the 
modern secular world.  Many people are coming to see these days that liberalism 



has infected the Church and crippled both its catholic life and its evangelical 
experience.  In the name of openness and inclusiveness, it has betrayed the Church 
by giving up what is distinctively Christian and offering to the world only what it 
will accept on its own terms.   
 Anglicanism has not done this in the past.  The greatest Anglican and 
Episcopalian thinkers have always been those who have taken the core of their 
Christian belief from the ancient, unified tradition of the Church.  Out of this 
conviction and commitment they have then wrestled with the best of modern 
thought, seeking to render the faith understandable to modern people, not 
acceptable.  I am hopeful that a real renewal is coming to The Episcopal Church, but 
it will not come from the old liberalism.  It will not come from the catholic or the 
evangelical variety of fundamentalism, either.  If it comes, it will come from a 
recovery of our roots—a fresh appreciation of how to be catholic, evangelical, and 
open to serious thinking, all at the same time.   
 As Episcopalians we are heirs to the full life of the historic Church from the 
days of the apostles.  Our particular shape comes from the history of the Church of 
England, but our life is the one life Christ imparted by the Holy Spirit and needs to be 
shared with a world that is increasingly estranged from Jesus.  Evangelicals, both 
within our Church and outside it are showing us that when people are excited about 
Jesus and the gospel the Spirit is present with power and people are converted to 
Christ.  That is something we have known in our past; Jesus is first and people must 
be told about him.  There is also a renewed interest in our society in the inner life, as 
the emptiness of materialism is more and more perceived.  Our catholic heritage is 
filled with wisdom about the nurture and growth of the Spiritual life.  We 
Episcopalians are heirs to that wisdom.  If we can recover evangelical experience 
and catholic discipline—which is our own tradition and roots—we will be able again 
to engage the best in modern thought and have a contribution to make to the Church 
and the world that is God’s own and in which he has placed us as a sign of his 
kingdom.   
 As the Feast of Pentecost approaches I think we as Episcopalians should have 
a sense of joy at the richness of our heritage and at the glorious calling we have in 
the Church of God.  I praise God that I am an Episcopalian; God has used us in the 
past and will in the future if we let him, if we faithfully use the gifts he has given us.    
 
 
Blessings, 
 
David L. Seger 
 


