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WEEKLY SERVICES 
 

Sunday Eucharist 

8:00 & 10:00 am 
 

Tuesdays 10 a.m. 
Holy Eucharist  

 

Wednesdays 5:30 p.m. 
Evening Prayer 

(Eucharist first Wednesdays)  
 

Thursdays 10 a.m. 
Holy Eucharist and Healing  

NURSERY Childcare is available for 

our youngest parishioners on Sunday 

mornings 8:45 – 11:45 a.m. in the 

Nursery with Ms. Yu Ya, our licensed, 

professional caregiver. 

CHURCH SCHOOL  
Join us Sunday mornings at 10:00  in 
the Atrium!  Our Catechesis of the 
Good Shepherd program  welcomes 
children age 3 up through 5th grade. 
Activity areas include stories and 
parables of Jesus, Baptism, 
Communion, prayer and the Mystery 
of the Kingdom of God, practical life 
and care of the Atrium, artwork, 
geography of Israel. For more 
information, contact Fr. Jonathan 
Evans, (941)349-5616 x313 

Ministry to Children and Youth in the Twenty-first Century 
 

     Like many of you, I experienced the old model of Episcopal Church 
ministry to children and youth in the mid-to-late twentieth century. An 
army of Sunday School teachers gathering weekly, with classrooms filled 
with children, teams of young acolytes, children’s choirs, and a dozen or 
more twelve-year-olds presented to the bishop for Confirmation each 
year.  

     For a variety of reasons, that reality no longer exists as the norm. And worrying and 
wringing our hands, longing for that old model to return, is really not helpful. 

     This does not, however, mean that we have abandoned our ministry to children and 
youth. Indeed each of these traditional programs still happen here under the guidance 
of our priest associate, Jonathan Evans, and dedicated volunteers (albeit modified in 
response to our lived reality). 

     So then, Sunday attendance of children at church is no longer the only way that we 
should look at, understand, and respond to our ministry to children. In fact, every 
parish, regardless of its number of children attending on Sundays, can and should 
have a ministry to youth because they are still a reality in our communities. They still 
need the love, care, and support of the church. 

     This means looking for and finding new and additional ways to reach out and 
minister to children. And we are doing this at St. Boniface Church. 

     Our Grants and Outreach Committee distributes tens of thousands of dollars 
annually  throughout our community. It has, as one of its priorities, responding to grant 
requests for programs that support children. And they do! 

     The St. Boniface Preschool is our largest single ministry enterprise. Its budget is 
close to two hundred thousand dollars per year. Add to that the thousands of “in kind” 
dollars including buildings, bookkeeping, insurance, oversight by the rector and 
Preschool Board, pastoral and musical enrichment from our church staff, and parish 
volunteers. As a result, these children see and know God’s love right here, every day. 

     At St. Boniface we value God’s gift of music. Beginning this fall, the Siesta Youth 
Chorale, a program that we will wholly sponsor and staff with the talents of James 
Guyer, will deliver an exceptional program encouraging and enriching the musical 
growth of Sarasota’s children. In addition, the Friends of Music, through the Boniface 
Music Series, has this year initiated the Boniface Young Artist Showcase, which 
spotlights and awards generous scholarships to the best youth talent in the area. 

     Finally, many of our local ministry partners including SURE, Family Promise, All 
Faiths Food Bank, and Habitat for Humanity each have a significant interest in, and 
concern for, area children delivering a variety of services that improve their lives. 
SURE, for example, initiated and convinced the county sheriff to issue civil citations 
instead of arresting area minors for “youthful indiscretions." A youth arrest forecloses 
many future opportunities such as college, the armed forces, and many jobs. 

     This is what ministry to children and youth in the twenty-first century looks like. 
And we are doing it all, right here. While many of these children are not here 
worshiping with us every Sunday, they know that God loves them because their 
lives are blessed and enriched by the ministries of the church. 

     So the next time someone asks you if St. Boniface has a large and active 
children’s ministry, the answer is YES! Thanks be to God. Blessings to you. -Wayne 

YOUTH GROUP welcomes high school 

students and young adults on Sunday 

evenings for food, fun, fellowship and 

worship!  Contact Fr. Jonathan Evans for 

more information, (941)349-5616 x313.  

After May  20, Youth Group takes a break 

for the summer and will resume in the fall. 

RECITAL and EVENSONG Service 
Join us Sunday, May 6, for this meditative and serene style of worship that 
has been sung regularly in the Anglican Communion since the 16th century. 
This long-standing tradition lends itself as a liturgy, driven 

primarily by choral music, some of 
which is sung by the choir and some 
by the congregation.  A 4:00 p.m. 
recital precedes the service with the 
talented young violinist, Giordano 
Scarano, accompanied by pianist 
Jesse Martins, Music Director of the  
Sarasota Youth Opera. 

WEDNESDAY EVENING 

PRAYER & POTLUCK 
Join us for Evening Prayer at 5:30 p.m. in the 

Parish Hall (Eucharist first Wednesdays), a 

calming service, taken from the Book of 

Common Prayer, of scripture, affirmations of 

faith, prayers and restoration for the new days 

at hand.  A potluck supper and time of 

fellowship follows the service, please bring a 

salad, main dish, drink or dessert to share.  For 

more information, contact Katherine Johnson 

(941)927-2066. 



MAY at St. Boniface Church  

Thanks to the energy of our 40+ 

ministry groups, parishioners and 

newcomers can share a talent, meet 

new friends and deepen their spirituality.   This month we focus our 

spotlight on a handful of our ministries that help us explore our 

spirituality and deepen our understanding of our own calling to 

ministry. 
 

Dream Group:  We learn about dreams, their implications and how 

they were used in Biblical times, helping us grow spiritually and 

personally.  Contact Candace Boyd, 941-312-9062 

Education for Ministry: This seminary-level seminar fosters healthy 

questioning for those seeking to grow spiritually and to uncover their 

call to Christian ministry —whether ordained or lay  — in the world.  

Contact, Sandy Wilbur, 941-366-7003  

Evening Prayer:  We invite you to enjoy an oasis of calm and renewed 

purpose during this lay-led mid-week service.  From May to 

September a potluck supper follows the service; from October to 

April a catered supper and adult programs follow.  Contact, Katherine 

Johnson 941- 927-2066 

Flower Guild:  We work one Saturday a month, in rotation, arranging 

the flowers that beautify our worship.  Contact Betsie Danner 941-349

-5616 x318 

GRADUATE SUNDAY ~ MAY 13 
Join us at the 10:00 service to honor this 
year’s graduating high school senior, 
Jesse Rollins, on Sunday, May 13, and 
present him with a gift from the Boniface 
Scholarship Fund. 

THE WOMEN’S BOOK GROUP next meets 
Monday, May 14, 3:30 p.m. at the home of 
Connie McManus and the book for discussion is 
The Absolutely True Diary of a Part-Time Indian, by 
Sherman Alexie.  For more info contact Connie 
McManus 941-923-5366. 

ART SHOW and SALE 

The Watercolor Group continues their Spring Show 

and Sale in the Parish Hall, featuring all new artworks.  

Most pieces are for sale, with a portion of the sale 

supporting the ministries of St. Boniface, 

thanks to the generosity of the artists.  For 

more information about the St. Boniface 

Watercolor Group or to purchase artwork, 

please contact Jane Aguilard, 941-927-8442.  

GRATITUDE COFFEE HOUR 
Last fall parish leadership shared our vision for 

growth in our parish and its ministries.  We also 

shared our need for your increased generosity – a 

20% growth in pledges, specifically.  Your response 

has been nothing short of amazing!  Join us for a 

special Coffee Hour to see the ways your generosity 

has multiplied and blessed both St. Boniface and our 

community.  Parish Hall, Sunday, May 20th. 

PARISH DIRECTORY If you’ve provided your cell phone number to the church 

office, but do not want it included in our parish directory, please let us know 

by May 31st.  Call the church office at 941-349-5616 or email us at 

office@bonifacechurch.org.  Thank you! 

SPECIAL GIVING  Each month, above and beyond our regular 
giving, we have an opportunity to support a specific aspect of or 
parish life at St. Boniface Church.  May’s giving decorates our altar 
on Mothers’ Day with an arrangement that celebrates Mothers on 
their special day.  It also helps adorn our altar throughout the year 
with linens and other decoration that dignify and beautify our 
worship.  Your gift may be given in tribute or memorial.  Extra 
envelopes are available in the church entry area, or you may make 
your check payable to St. Boniface and note “Mothers’ Day Flowers” 
on the memo line.  All gifts received by May 8th will be noted in the 

leaflet on Mother’s Day, May 13.   

SPECIAL SPEAKER MAY 6 

Care for those with dementia can be daunting, and 
sometimes our loved ones require more care than we 
can provide. Residential approaches are sometimes 
needed. Ms. Cheryl Hymel with Spring Hills Memory 
Care Community will be presenting on memory care 
options Sunday, May 6 at 11:30 in the Library. All are 
welcome. 

BLACK NATIVITY with the WESTCOAST 
BLACK THEATRE TROUPE    Don’t miss  this 
special evening for St. Boniface parishioners 
and friends!  We’ll gather at the Sarasota 
Opera House for a private reception of heavy 
hors d’oeuvres and cash bar.  Then, settle into 

reserved front-and-center seating for this holiday favorite.  Thanks to 
generous sponsors, all proceeds benefit St. Boniface’s ministries.  
Reservations ($90 center orchestra, $80 side orchestra) are available after 
Sunday services, by contacting the church office or on the church website 
(http://www.bonifacechurch.org/parish).   Dec 13 – seats are going quickly, 
so reserve now! 

HEADING HOME for the SUMMER?  
Please add these to-dos to your list! 

 Let the church office know your summer 
address, so we can direct your mail to 
the right place. 

 Send us your email address to get the 
latest scoop while you’re away. 

 When emptying your pantry, bring any 
unopened, non-perishable items to the 
church.  We have bright yellow All Faiths 
Food Bank bins in the church and parish 
hall waiting for your donations! 

 Donate your books of fiction to the “Give 
and Take” cart to share 

 Remember you can stay in touch with your 
“winter church” through the newsletter 
and e-blast, website and our video stream 
of the Sunday service.  

MOMS, DADS & GRADS 

Celebrate your special mom, dad or new graduate 
with something unique!  A commemorative brick 
makes a lasting tribute for Mothers’ Day, Fathers’ 
Day or graduation day – or other special occasion.  Create your own 
message to be permanently engraved on a brick, let us know which area 
of the Courtyard you’d like it placed.  And we’ll do the rest. $125 per 
brick.  Order forms are available in the church entry or on our website 
(www.bonifacechurch.org and type “brick” in the search box). 

http://www.bonifacechurch.org/parish


and MORE! 

 

 

PRESCHOOL  NEWS         
     May is the end of our preschool year, and we are planning our 

end-of-year celebration that will include a program and lunch.  Our 

teachers are looking forward to summer and have planned some 

exciting activities for the children that will build their imaginations 

and challenge their play. We are looking for some very specific 

volunteers this summer.  If you have a gift of telling Bible stories to 

young children, we need you! Please contact the preschool office at 

extension 330.  

     We would like to thank Sandy 

Wilbur for her wonderful Labyrinth 

introduction. Children followed her 

lead and direction as they twisted 

and turned on their journey 

together. 

    The Preschool Board and 

teachers turned out for last month’s 

Open House to answer questions 

and give tours to perspective 

families.  The event’s advertising continues to get inquiries and tour 

requests.  Board members have also been hard at work updating the 

website and helping with beach parking during spring break.  Please 

pray for our continued growth and blessings as we serve the 

youngest members of our community.  

- Susan O’Carroll, St. Boniface Preschool Director  

STEPHEN MINISTRY 

     Did you know that we offer Stephen 

Ministers here at St. Boniface Church? 

     Stephen Ministers are laypeople—Christian 

men and women—trained to listen and be with 

people experiencing a difficult time in life, 

such as grief, divorce, job loss, chronic or terminal illness, or 

relocation. Their time with you is confidential.  

     Stephen Ministers come from all walks of life. Their 

commonality? A passion for bringing Christ’s love and care 

to people during a time of need. 

     Since 1975, more than 650,000 people from more than 

12,000 congregations and other organizations have been 

trained as Stephen Ministers, and we have nine Stephen 

Ministers who feel called to support others through difficult 

times. 

     If you would like to know more or to refer someone, 

please contact our Stephen Minister Leader, John Buszin, 941

-927-3334 or Fr. Jonathan Evans, 941-349-5616 x313.  

 FROM YOUTH MISSIONER, VERONICA FOLIAN 
Group Mission Trips is an organization that runs Mission Trips around the 
continental United States. Each year they choose around 80 young 
adults to lead the camps. Luckily, I was one of the applicants chosen to 
embark on these missions! Over this summer I have the privilege of 
spreading the Group Mission Trips' statement of faith, We help youth 

leaders by creating mission trip experiences where youth encounter Jesus. As 
Program Manager, I am one of four leaders in each camp that run the mission trips in 
each location. Each team goes on two or three different mission trips throughout 
the summer. Ever since the first mission trip I went on in 2014 with our church I 
knew I wanted to become a Summer Staffer. I am so thankful for all the amazing 
relationships I have made at St. Boniface Church, our youth group has always been a 
second home for me. I am so excited to be a part of this incredible organization, 
helping others is such a fulfilling feeling. I look forward to all the incredible 
adventures I will go on, the memories I will make, the growing I will do, and 
relationship I will create.   ~ Veronica 

SUMMER COFFEE HOURS We welcome all bakers -- or 
those whose personal chefs are Costco, Gordon Foods 
or Publix  ;-)  –  to share your treats at our Sunday 
morning Coffee Hours.  Sign up in the Parish Hall or 
contact Betsie Danner (941-349-5616 x318 or 

bdanner@bonifacechurch.org).  

BRADY CAMPAIGN GUN SAFETY WITNESS  All are 
invited to join our Brady weekly Bay-front Witness for Gun Safety 
on Thursdays from 4:00 - 5:00 p.m. near the Unconditional 
Surrender Statue on Tamiami Trail.  Signage provided.  For 

information, contact David & Nancy Evans (941) 954-2059. 

LOOKING FOR SOMETHING NEW THIS 
SUMMER?    How about trying your hand at 
one of our ministries that make Sunday 
morning happen!  The Altar Guild, Flower 
Guild, Greeters, Nursery Caregivers, 
Sound Team, Ushers or Video Team 
welcome you to join then!  With the lazy days 
of summer ahead, what a great time to have 
some fun, meet new friends and pick up a 
new skill – all while helping out with essential 
and on-going ministries. Training is available.  
Contact Betsie Danner in the church office 
(941-349-5616 x318).  

HOUSING for HARDWORKING FAMILIES 
A small cadre of St. Boniface parishioners have already 
logged 54 hours of hands-on work with Habitat for 
Humanity in Sarasota.  We hope to put in over 100 hours 
by next fall!  Come out and join us on Tuesday, Thursday 
and/or Saturday mornings -- no special skills or tools 
required, just a desire to put a roof over a family’s head.  
These homes allow hard-working families to live near their 
jobs in our community.   With Habitat for Humanity 
launching a 40-unit neighborhood this fall, we plan on 
hosting an all-Boniface Work Day on the new site in 
November.  Interested in volunteering or making a 
donation?    Contact parishioner Steve Reid (206-571-6392 
or stevereid4@gmail.com) to learn more. 

MANY THANKS from the LIBRARY TEAM 

 TO Jackie Ekgren for donating the magazine 
subscription “Biblical Archeology Review”. 

 TO Charlotte Calhoun for all the hours of typing to 
create a  list of all the books in our library (by 
category). 

 TO Jane and Charlie Pettengill for their weekly TLC 
of the books on the Give and Take Cart. 

 TO Joanne Admundson for her informative Spotlight 
on the Library. 

 TO Mary and Allen Ivy for the books purchased for 
the Peace and Justice Shelf. 

 

Please continue to visit our library over the summer and 
PLEASE be sure to "check out” the book  with your 
name, contact info and date on the form provided. 
Happy Reading!!!!  - The Library Team 


