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From the Rector’s Desk  
 

As I began the search late this summer for our new Assistant Rector, I was told by 
one church official that, in this time of COVID, I would only have two or three 
applicants. We received 12 names: eight women and four men. And from all over; 
four from our diocese, seven from other US dioceses, and one from South 
America. We heard from new clergy, seasoned clergy, and clergy nearing 
retirement. I enjoyed getting to know them and telling the wonderful story of our 
parish. 

Among the candidates, The Rev. Nikki Seger brings the 
most skills and gifts to the position. Nikki has been ordained 
for seven years, coming to us from St. Michael’s Episcopal 
Church in Lansing, Michigan, where she has been rector 
and lives with her wife, Jennifer. Nikki wrote to me recently 
saying, “It is very clear that I am called to St. Boniface… I 
am excited to work with the staff and congregation...My 
imagination runs wild with all the possibilities that the Spirit 
is providing.” I agree! Nikki’s first Sunday will be 
December 5, the second Sunday in Advent. 

Advent is not an appetizer for Christmas - it is a whole course, and is the start of 
the Church year. The word means “coming toward,” focusing on all the ways that 
Jesus comes towards us. The season starts at the end, with Jesus’ second 
coming, completing God’s dream for the Kingdom. Then, it shifts to John the 
Baptist pointing to the coming of “the lamb of God.” And in week four, we meet 
Mary, the mother of our Lord, as she prepares for the coming of her son. 

We will, as we have done for the past several years, use Morning Prayer at the 
Sunday Holy Eucharists in Advent as the Liturgy of the Word, with the Holy 
Communion following. Doing so marks intentionally the spiritual shift of this unique 
time. 

As I write to you, the COVID risk in Sarasota is falling, and for this we give thanks 
to God. In light of safer surroundings, consider returning to in-person worship each 
Sunday. We have missed you. Christian communities are meant to worship 
together, in the same space. And I promise you that the music sounds so much 
better in church than through your speakers! 

    God bless,  Wayne+ 

GIVING PACKETS available NOVEMBER 7!  

It’s with gratitude and excitement that Giving Packets 

will be available on All Saints Sunday, November 7. If 

you cannot pick it up then, never fear—the packet 

will be mailed to your home the following week! The 

Gratitude Commission thanks you in advance for 

carefully discerning your gift in support of St. 

Boniface’s Mission and Ministries in 2022. 

Remember, your gifts define our operating budget for the year. 

Please bring your 2022 Pledge of Intent to Give back to the church by Abundance 

Sunday—November 21. There are several ways to give: fill out the form in your 

packet and mail it to the office; go to bonifacechurch.org and click on “GIVE” at the 

top or bottom of the home page; hover your smart phone over the QR code in the 

Sunday bulletin. Our focus in this campaign has been on Gratitude to God, 
transformed by Grace into Generosity. Thank you for being a part of this mission. 

 

EVENSONG SERVICE & RECITAL 

Sunday, November 7, 5:00 
 

Join us in-person or online 

for a recital featuring 

Young Artist Showcase 

finalist Nicholas Kovalev, 

violin, and the St. Boniface 

Parish Choir. Works by 

Webster, Tye, C. F. South, 

Lange, and Bainton for the service 

following. 

CHURCH SCHOOL  
Weaving God’s Promises 

Children in Pre-K4 to 5th grade 
gather Sundays at 10:00 a.m, then 
return to their parents in church just 
before Communion. The first Sunday 
of the month is Family Sunday. 
Children participate in the full 
worship experience by joining their 
families for the entire service. 

Church School will take a holiday 
break on Sunday, November 28 

WEEKLY SERVICES 
 

Sunday Eucharist 
8:00 & 10:00 am 

 

Tuesdays 10 a.m. 
Holy Eucharist  

 

Wednesdays 5:30 p.m. 
Evening Prayer 

(Eucharist first Wednesdays)  

WEDNESDAY WORSHIP 
& POTLUCK 

 

We gather in the Parish Hall at 5:30 
pm for Evening Prayer (Eucharist first 
Wednesdays of the month) followed 
by a pot luck supper.  Please bring a 
salad, main dish, drink or dessert to 
share!   For more information, contact 
Katherine Johnson (941-927-2066). 

NOMINATIONS for VESTRY 
members, class of 2024, are now being 

accepted.  Please contact vestry 
members Suzanne Gregory (941-726-
1688), Alice Reid (206-571-6393), Ray 

Droege (941-587-4649) or Larry Patton 
(405-831-3810) if interested. 

DAYLIGHT SAVING TIME!   
Don’t forget to turn your clocks back one hour on November 7. 



Center for Spiritual Transformation EDUCATIONAL 

OFFERING Saturday, November 13, 10:00 a.m. by Zoom: 

A presentation by Lara Wulff, entitled “Thoughts on 

Prayer and Leadership in Complex Times.”   Dr.Wulff will 

discuss St. Teresa of Avila, and contemplate the calming 

prayer on St. Teresa’s Bookmark.  (Zoom ID: 849 5849 

3207 / passcode: 596368). 

 

Worship, Teaching, Healing, Fellowship: 

 Hospitality Sunday mornings after the services in the 
Courtyard, join us for a cup of coffee and friendly fellowship.   

 Sunday morning Bible Study at 9:00 a.m. in the Library or 
by Zoom, email Fr. Jeff Hamblin jlh@jeffreyhamblin-md.com 

 Sunday morning Book Discussion Group gathers in the St. 
Francis Room at 9:00, and on Zoom, to discuss Life of the 
Beloved by Henri J.M. Nouwen.  For more information 
contact Vince Brennan vhbrennan43@gmail.com. 

 The Healing Mission is open Wednesdays 2:00—4:00 pm 
and Fridays 10:00a—12:00p, call 941-349-5616 x335 for an 
appointment. 

 St. Boniface Church's group for casual conversation in 
Spanish meets Wednesdays at 4:00 pm by Zoom.  For 
more information, contact Mary Gordon, 941-923-2302. 

 Thursday "Coffee Hour" at 10:00 a.m. by Zoom, contact 
Lisa Wolf for meeting information. 

 Men of Boniface gather Fridays at 8:00 a.m. by Zoom, 
contact Reg Irvine for information (941)993-0010. 

 Prayer Shawl Ministry meets on Tuesdays at 1:00 p.m. in 
the Library to knit prayers together into shawls for those 
needing to be wrapped in God's healing love.  Email Meg 
Larrabee for info, meglarrabee@hotmail.com. 

 The Women’s Book Group meets this month on Monday, 
November 1 at 3:30 p.m. to discuss Lock Every Door by 
Riley Sager.  For information and meeting place, contact 
Cynthia Smyth 908-568-9210.  

 Literary Ladies discuss this month The Mountains Sing by 
Nguyen Pham Que Mai  by Zoom Thursday, November 11 
at 10:30 a.m.  Contact Marilyn Hill, 941-374-1990, for 
information. 

 Contemplative Prayer meets via Zoom at 10:30 a.m. on 
the first and third Wednesdays of the month (November 3 
& 17) (ID: 886 9678 4674  Passcode: 077733) 

Other opportunities to continue to stay connected  
with St. Boniface Church: 

RACE, RACISM, RACIAL JUSTICE “Love one another as I have 
loved you.”  Looking back at our country’s and our own history, how 
have we lived out Jesus’ words?  St. Boniface will soon launch our 
second Sacred Ground Dialogue Circle, a program of the Episcopal 
Church.  The Circle offers a safe, yet candid, opportunity for us to 
explore this question. Dr. Leonard Pitts, Pulitzer Prize commentator for 
the Miami Herald, says this about Sacred Ground Dialogue Circles: 
“Understand that this is sacred ground and it hurts to walk here. But 
at the same time we need to walk here, need the strength, the sense 
of purpose, the knowledge of self, that walking here imparts…I know 
it’s a hard walk. I know it causes pain. But this much I also know: if 
ever we learn to tread this ground together, there’s no place we can’t 
go.”  Starting November 16th, we will meet monthly hybrid-style – 
both in–person and virtually.  To learn more or to sign up, stop by the 
info table at Coffee Hour, or contact Fr. Bob Thacker 
(robertthacker@ymail.com or 941-412-5435). 

BEYOND the BROKEN HEART The grief and 
loss support group at St. Boniface Church is a 
sharing of compassionate companionship for  
unsettling times.  To meet the diverse needs of the 
grieving and bereaved, we have extended our 
gathering time to twice a month, meeting on 
second and fourth Sundays (November 14 & 28).  
We gather in the Healing Mission immediately 
following the 10 am liturgy.  We welcome you to 
join us.  For information contact Rita Piovane at 
610-442-0984 or drritav@gmail.com. 

LIGHTS!  ACTION! ...MINISTRIES!  You may 

have noticed a photographer and videographer 

recently at Sunday worship, touring the church 

campus, and dropping in on various parish activities 

and ministry groups.  This professional team and 

their resulting video is a gift of parishioner Marjorie 

Floyd, and Christopher Brantley from Marjorie’s 

firm, Strategic Marketing Resources, Inc. 

(www.thinksmr.com).  After donating countless 

hours of recording and editing, they have produced a 

polished, informative piece about our parish 

community and ministries overview.  Guests at our 

Grateful Gatherings enjoyed the first look.  We now 

invite you to view it – and share it with your friends 

– by clicking on Who We Are under the Welcome 

tab on the church’s website.  Thank you, Marjorie, 

and Christopher, and Strategic Marketing 

Resources! 

THE HEALING MISSION  is open Wednesdays 2:00-
4:00 and Fridays 10:00-12:00, please call for a half 
hour appointment at 941-349-5616 ext 335.  Two 
healing ministers will offer healing touch prayer 
during a private appointment for visitors who are 
vaccinated and masked.  Our mission is to stand in 
prayer with the visitor as we present their petitions 
to God.  We pray for body, mind and spirit.  All 
healing is God’s healing, in God’s time and way.  Our 
consecrated sanctuary of prayer has been soaked in 
continual prayer for 58 years.  Come rest and be 
renewed in the peace and silence.  “Where two or 
three are gathered together in my name, there am I 
in the midst of them.” Matthew 18:20 

THANKSGIVING SERVICE 
In observance of Thanksgiving, the Holy Eucharist 
will be celebrated on the Eve of Thanksgiving, 
Wednesday, November 24, 6:30 p.m.  Join us in-
person or online. 
  

THANKSGIVING OFFERING This month your 
special giving can do double duty.  Not only will it 
fuel the nurturing ministries at St. Boniface, it can 
also feed the hungry in our community.  Once we 
have achieved $1,000, we will donate all additional 
gifts to All Faiths Food Bank.  Your gift may be a 
memorial or tribute.  Please use the envelope in 
your packet or send your check to St. Boniface 
marked Thanksgiving Day.  

mailto:jlh@jeffreyhamblin-md.com


SPECIAL RECITAL Wednesday, November 17, 7:00 pm 
here at St. Boniface Church. The Perlman Music Program/
Suncoast presents  PMP Alumni: Around Town featuring “Ysaÿe 

& The Organ” with Max Tan, violin, Marisa Gupta, piano,  
and Chris Chen, organ.  Performing repertoire by J.S. 
Bach, Ernest Chausson, Tomaso Antonio Vitali and Charles 
Gounod.  A reception with the artists will follow the 
performance.  Tickets are $18 and will be available at 
PerlmanSuncoast.org beginning November 8.  Please note 
Perlman Suncoast is following #SafeArtsSarasota protocols for 
all events. For more information visit: perlmansuncoast.org/
health-and-safety-guidelines. 

DONATIONS of STOCK—New Information  A gift of stock not only benefits St. Boniface Church, it benefits you, the donor.  
You can claim a charitable contribution deduction based on the current market value of the donated stock.  You may also be 
able to avoid taxes on your stock’s appreciated value.  Should you wish to gift stock, please contact Joe Master, Director of 
Business & Finance at 941-349-5616 ext 315 (transfers of stock come in with no name attached, so this will ensure that your 
donation is posted to your record of giving).  Please communicate the following information to your broker for an electronic 
transfer of stock:  DTC # 0226   F/B/O NFS A/C # JJF-000462  Client Name: St. Boniface Church        Thank you! 

Out of an Abundance of Caution... 
  

We have carefully and prayerfully discerned 
the need to postpone our in-person St. 
Nicholas Fair in early December 2021. Until 
such time as it’s safe, we will care for each 
other by putting health first.  

But don’t worry—the St. Nicholas committee 
has big plans in the works. This winter we introduce St. Nick’s 
Market—a rotating series of pop-up sales of some of the most 
popular items from the fair! Poinsettias! Fair Trade Market 
Items! Organic catnip! All that and more are coming your way 
in the near future.  Watch your Sunday Bulletin for updates! 

GIVING TREE   Thank you for 
the generous outpouring of 
donations for the September 
Giving Tree, benefitting 
Second Heart Homes.  It took 

Megan, the Director, two  full 
car loads to deliver the 
donated items.  In her thank 
you note, she writes “We are 
so grateful for your generosity and willingness to serve 
those most in need.”  Aren’t we blessed to be able to 
help those most in need? 
 

Our November Giving Tree helps the Francis House, a 
new program established by Family Promise of 
Sarasota.  Named in honor of parishioner Doug Francis, 
the Francis House  specifically serves a vulnerable 

segment of the homeless population — pregnant or 
newly delivered moms.  Pick a tag from the tree to learn 
more, and how you can help give the moms and their 
babies a good start!   

MIGRATION MINISTRY UPDATE Our first family has moved into the 

transitional housing the Migration Ministry Team prepared with 

help from the entire congregation.  It is our pleasure to introduce 

Yainiet and Ashley Garcia.  Yainiet (JI-knee-yet) is originally from 

Cuba, is documented, and her daughter, Ashley, was born after 

Yainiet arrived in the United States. Ashley is 22 months old and 

loves to explore and enjoy the playground here on campus.  

Yainiet is a patient and loving mother, who most of all, wishes for 

stability for her child.  

Much has happened in these last few weeks; moving, orientation, 

navigating transportation issues, working towards a driver’s 

license, ESL lessons, applying for better paying jobs and getting 

settled has had us all in a whirlwind of activity. 

If you feel you have a talent to share or extra love to give, please 

consider becoming a companion on this journey.  Contact Randy 

Thomas (803) 606-1911 or Deborah Caby (314) 606-7577 for 

more information. 

SERAPHIC FIRE IN CONCERT Wednesday, December 8, 7:00 p.m. South Florida’s favorite 
holiday tradition, A Seraphic Fire Christmas, returns to St. Boniface Church with Associate 
Conductor James K. Bass. In what promises to be a joyful celebration of the holiday season, 
Seraphic Fire singers will serenade audiences with classics like Silent Night and Jesus Christ 
the Apple Tree, surrounded by the warm glow of candles.  Get your tickets today, online at 
seraphicfire.org or call the Seraphic Fire box office (305.285.9060). Seating is limited. 

ST. BONIFACE GARDENS  Two replanted landscaped 
spots now grace our campus: 
This summer, parishioners Jim Tompkins and Norma 
Lynn Haughwout re-landscaped the signage area 
along Midnight Pass Road.  Over three weeks, they 
weeded, replanted and installed a brick border.  
Throughout the summer months, we and passersby 
enjoyed the beautiful, bright red geraniums and 
greenery.  Thank you, Jim and Norma Lynn! 
A gift of 21 succulents prompted members of our 
parish to upgrade the raised beds between the Parish 

Hall and the playground.  
Spending several mornings 
weeding, digging in the dirt, 
transplanting and laying fresh 
mulch, the group has 
transformed the space into an 
inviting spot to pause and take 
in the beauty of God’s 
Creation.  Thank you, Denise 
Ayre, Ray Droege, Donna 
Grantham, Meg Larrabee, 

Jenifer Parker, and Grace Riker!  



A new program established by Family Promise of 

Sarasota, launching in November 2021, specifically 

serves a vulnerable segment of the homeless 

population — pregnant or newly delivered moms.   
 

A 2 bedroom/2 bathroom house (named Francis House to 

honor parishioner Doug Francis for his leadership with 

Family Promise) was offered for the purpose of giving 

shelter to these families.  Mothers and their children may 

remain in the house until the youngest child is 3 months 

old, at which time they will transition to independent living 

or into a longer term support program.  As you can imagine, 

they have many needs for themselves and  their newborn. 

 

You can help give the moms and their babies  

a good start—turn this tag over for  

the wish list of much-needed items 

Keeping families safely together 



Please, new items only: 
 

 Diapers (size newborn / one / two)                Diaper wipes                         

 Diaper Genie                                                 Rash cream/lotion 

 Baby Bottles (non-breakable)                     Sippy cups 

 Disinfectant kit for bottles                         Bottle drying rack 

 Burp cloths                                                    Children’s books 
 

 Feminine hygiene products  

 Nursing pads 

 Deodorant 

 Toothpaste 

 Disposable razors 

 Shampoo & conditioner 

 Hand sanitizer 

 Flashlights and batteries 
 

 Bandaids (all sizes) 

 Calamine lotion 

 Cortizone (anti-itch) cream 

 Childrens Benadryl 

 Polysporin/ Neosporin (first aid antibiotic) ointment 
 

If you are shopping on-line, consider having your items sent to the St. 

Boniface church office (5615 Midnight Pass Rd., Sarasota, FL  34242) 
 

Please drop off your items by Sunday, November 28. 

Francis House 
a Family Promise of Sarasota program 
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