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WEEKLY SERVICES 
 

Sunday Eucharists 

8:00 & 10:00 am 
(3-service schedule begins Nov.2) 

 

Tuesdays 10 a.m. 
Holy Eucharist 

 

Wednesdays 5:30 p.m. 
Evening Prayer  

(Eucharist first Wednesday) 
 

Thursdays 10 a.m. 
Holy Eucharist and Healing  

From the Rector, John C. N. Hall         
October 2014       “Episcopal Calisthenics” 
     Stand. Sit. Kneel. Repeat. Stand. Sit. Kneel. Repeat. To the 
casual observer, a Sunday morning Eucharist in the local 
Episcopal Church might look a bit like a calisthenics class. We’re 
up. We’re down. And we’re up again. 

Have you ever noticed the rubrics in The Book of Common Prayer? The rubrics 
are those little comments in italicized fine print. They are like the rules in the 
playbook. They function as stage directions for the clergy and congregation as we 
celebrate our liturgy together. There are some rubrics that are meant to be 
optional and others that are not. Many of the rubrics refer to our posture – the 
physical stance of our bodies – during a specific portion of the service. 
     The Eucharist begins with the rubric stating, “The people standing...” We stand 
to begin our celebration. We continue to stand until the Lessons (the Bible 
readings) begin, when we are instructed simply, “The people sit.” The lesson 
from the Gospel, the final reading, is framed with the rubric directing “Then, all 
standing, the Deacon or a Priest reads the Gospel…” 
Following the Sermon, we recite the Nicene Creed “…all standing.” Here it is 
interesting to note that the prayer book makes no mention of a change in our 
posture for the Prayers of the People that follow the Creed. The flow of the 
rubrics encourages us to continue to stand for our prayers. This is not a new idea. 
In fact, it goes back to the ancient Judeo-Christian stance for prayer that is 
standing, not kneeling, or sitting. 
     After the Peace, The Great Thanksgiving (Communion) begins with the rubric 
instructing, “The people remain standing.” Following the Sanctus (“Holy, Holy, 
Holy Lord…”), and then only in Eucharistic Prayers A, B, and D, we are given an 
option. Our stance may change according to the rubric “The people stand or 
kneel.” At this point, one is given the opportunity to kneel. This is the first and 
only mention of kneeling in all the service. Even so, the first stance listed in any 
optional prayer book rubric – here “The people stand…” – is the preferred 
posture. 

     Why is it that for some, especially for long-time Episcopalians, it just doesn’t 
feel right to pray without kneeling? Perhaps it is the memory of the old 1928 
edition of our prayer book that required “…the Priest and all those who are 
minded to receive the Holy Communion, [shall be] humbly kneeling.” Truth be 
told, our new prayer book was authorized in 1979, now 35 years ago. Our current 
rubrics are half-a-lifetime the norm. 
     So why do we have these rubrics for how we pray? A hint to the answer is 
found in the name of the prayer book that houses these rules. The Book of 
Common Prayer is our guide to our common worship. We pray as a group in 
common – with one another – celebrating together with the same words, the 
same prayers, and the same postures. 
So, shall we stand, sit, or kneel? If your back or your will requires you to stand, or 
to sit, or to kneel, then please do. The rubrics, however, can guide your heart to a 
fuller common understanding of our common prayer.  Fr. John Hall  

CHURCH at the BEACH 

SATURDAY, Oct. 4 - 6:30 p.m. 
Come as you are for informal worship 
and fellowship – at the beach!  We meet 
at the yellow lifeguard tower on Siesta 
Key Beach at 6:30 pm. All are welcome!
Every first Saturday night of the month, 
join friends for some simple songs, 
prayers, a brief homily -  a new way to 
worship in the beauty of God's creation!  
Bring a chair or towel to sit on. 

BLESSING of the ANIMALS 

Join us on St. Francis Day, Saturday, 
October 4, at 10 a.m. in the Courtyard. All 
animals (appropriately leashed or caged) are 
welcome! Contributions of pet food for 
Sarasota County Humane Society distribution 
will be accepted. Representatives from 
Audubon Society, Crowley Museum and 
Nature Center, Greyhound Rescue, Nate's 
(Benderson) Honor Animal Rescue, 
PETCO, Save Our Seabirds, Southeastern 
Guide Dogs, and the Wildlife Center of 

Venice will also be in 
attendance. Refreshments 
for animals and owners 
provided by the Boniface 

Eco-StewardshipTeam.   



OCTOBER at SAINT BONIFACE 

THE WOMEN’S BOOK GROUP next 
meets on Monday, October 6, 7:30pm at 
the home of Mary Gordon  (941-923-
2302), and the book discussed will be 
Queen of the Desert by Georgina Howell.  
For more information, contact Connie 
McManus, (941)923-5366. 

SARASOTA PRIDE DAY   St. Boniface 
Church looks forward to our fourth year of  
participating in Sarasota Pride Day, and 
pro-actively reaching out to the LGBT 
community in our area.  Our table will be in 
the main tent, and we will offer written 
materials and conversation to all who 
come by.  We welcome volunteer help with 
setting up our area beginning at 10:30 
a.m., staffing the table during the day 
(minimum of one hour, please), and taking 
it all down after 6 p.m.   Please help our 
wonderful parish extend the hand of 
Christian friendship on this special day.  
To volunteer or for more information, 
contact Bill Wood (941)929-
7591.  Downtown Sarasota at the foot of 
Main Street and Gulfstream 
Avenue,  Saturday, October 18, 12:00 

noon to 6 p.m. 

CÍRCULO ESPAÑOL Bienvenidos to all 
who would like to practice spoken 
Spanish in a relaxed setting with others.  
There are no books, no tests, and no 
homework; we all just want to improve 
and refresh the ability that we have in 
the language and help one another in 
doing so.  The círculo meets on 
Wednesdays from 5:00 - 6:00 p.m. in the 
Library, starting October 1.  For more info 
contact Mary Gordon, (941)923-2302. 

Sundays at Six CONCERT ~ October 12 

Mark your calendars for an exciting opportunity to hear the 

international concert organist, Haig Mardirosian, on Sunday, 

October 12 at 6:00 pm.  Haig Mardirosian is both a performer and 

a recording artist with twenty recordings to his credit.  He is also a 

composer and conductor, and currently serves as Dean of the 

College of Arts and Letters at University of Tampa.  His exciting program will 

include works by Mendelssohn, Mozart and Grieg, and promises to give us a 

wonderful sampling of the glorious sounds of the St. Boniface pipe organ.  A free 

concert, thanks to the Boniface Friends of Music (free-will offering). 

WALKING THE WAY    

Join your fellow parishioners this Fall on a journey of 

gratitude and generosity for our 2015 Annual Appeal.       

 For 6 Sundays, beginning October 5, we’ll hear stories 

from fellow parishioners, read reflections from Episcopal 

leaders across the country, and have time to contemplate 

our own journeys.  On Saturday, October 25, we hope 

you’ll join us at Tapas & Chocolate, Vision & Giving, our 

parishwide fellowship and stewardship event.  Our 

appeal culminates on Abundance Sunday, November 9, when we’ll 

bless our pledges for 2015 and the life-giving ministries they support. 

  Watch this space and your mailboxes for more info! 

RENEW YOUR LOVE OF THE GAME   

Attention retirees who played BRIDGE 30 

years ago!  Free lessons are being offered 

at St. Boniface Church for those who 

would love to get back into it or those who 

would like to learn this timeless game.  

Meet us in the Parish Hall on Wednesdays 

at 1:00 p.m. (beginning October 22) for 

lessons, then all skill levels are welcome 

at 1:30 for Bridge play.  A nominal fee will 

be asked for to cover supplies.  For more 

information, contact Winafred Schoeffler, 

(941) 349-0030. 

WONDERFUL WEDNESDAYS begin in October!  

 October 1 Parish Cookout & Ice Cream Social

 October 8

 October 15

 October 22

 October 29

Ready to have fun and meet other members of St. 

Boniface?  Join Foyers and plan to attend our Kick Off  Event (Hors 

D’oeuvres, Desserts and Libations) Friday, November 21, 6 – 7:30 pm in 

the Community Center.  FOYERS is FUN…small groups of parishioners 

who get acquainted over a meal in each others’ homes (or a local 

restaurant).  Sign up at coffee hour Sunday mornings.  For more 

information call Debbie Harvey (346-3234), Connie Mereness (346-1844), 

Linda Pendray (312-0097) or Holley Schroeder (966-1466). 

MUSIC for HARP & FLUTE ~ October 26, 4 p.m. 

Ann Hobson Pilot, former principal harp of the Boston Symphony 
Orchestra, together with Leone Buyse, Mullen Professor of Flute at Rice 
University’s Shepherd School of Music and former principal flutist with 

Boston Symphony Orchestra. In the wonderful 
acoustics of St. Boniface Church, these two outstanding 
musicians will present a varied program including 
works by Bizet, Fauré, Donizetti, Telemann, Pierné and 
others.  Not to be missed! Tickets are only $10, now 
available in the Church Office, on our website (search 
“harp”), or pay at the door. 



And MORE! 

STEPHEN MINISTRY -  

A One-to-One Caring Ministry for Laypeople   

A Grief Poem, by Doris G. 

     I see my love in dreams. 

 I see the sun shining, 

     but rain is falling, and so am I. 

 My eyes are full of tears, and so am I. 

     My love has died, and so will I. 

How many people do we know who carry their burden of grief 

alone?  Be part of our Stephen Ministry team, and get the skills 

you need to reach out to those in need! 

October is application time for those who would like to receive 

the 50 hours training to be a Stephen Minister! Training dates 

are now confirmed:  Jan. 9-11, Feb. 6-8, Mar. 6-8,  Apr. 10-12. 

 Applications are available on the Boniface website, or in the 

Narthex and parish office.   Applications are due Sunday, Nov. 

2nd.  Interviews will be held in December to discern if this is 

the right fit of ministry and timing for the applicant.  Call Andi 

Taylor with questions: (941) 349-5616 x313. 

THE BELLS ARE BACK!!!  The 
beautiful Handbells of St. Boniface will 
ring glorious music once again on 
Sunday, October 12, 2014 at the 10:00 
am service.   Don’t miss this opportunity to hear these 
wonderful instruments, played by our very own talented 
St. Boniface Ringers!  We have been rehearsing for many 
weeks during the summer in preparation for this 
“return” of the Handbells to our worship services. The 
group will ring a lovely Prelude entitled, “Morning Hymn 
of Praise,” and they will also play an introspective piece 
entitled, “Reverie,” during Communion. Please be there 
to welcome the St. Boniface Ringers.  Mary Mozelle 

SPECIAL OFFERING for FELLOWSHIP AND HOSPITALITY    

“Do not neglect to show hospitality to strangers, for by doing 
that some have entertained angels without knowing it.”  --
Hebrews 13:2   Helping the newest among us feel included is 
one of the hallmarks of Christianity and a core value at St. 
Boniface.  There are many ways that we extend hospitality:  
the Welcome Table, Coffee Hour, Wonderful Wednesdays, 
inviting a new face to join one of our ministry groups, 
opening our campus to the community – naming only a few.  
Each of these provides a way for us to open ourselves and 
our parish to be Christ to those whom Christ sends us.   

Your special offering for Fellowship and Hospitality may be 
made in memory or thanksgiving.  Gifts received by October 
19 will be gratefully listed in the October 26 leaflet. 

HOMEWORK as MINISTRY - REALLY! 
Do you remember having homework? I certainly remember 

the excitement of leaving school for the day, but the dread of 

needing to complete homework later that evening. This is 

something current students are still thinking about and doing 

every day. 

In addition to our weekly youth group meeting and monthly 

community activities, we also offer a weekly homework group. 

This began because last fall one student needed a little extra 

help on homework. Over the last year without any formal 

announcement, this became a weekly meeting with a 

handful of students gathering each week at a Starbucks. The 

goal of working on homework was met, but a new element 

emerged. It was another weekly opportunity for them to be 

together, build community, and deepen their relationships 

with each other. They had the chance to express their 

frustrations and excitements about school and life with each 

other and with me. 

Now our homework meeting is something all of the students 

and parents know about and are invited to. I love the chance 

I have to encourage them, counsel them, and model 

faithfulness to them. Even better, they are doing those things 

for each other!   – Alex Everson 

Tapas & Chocolate, Vision & Giving      
Save the date for this evening of fellowship and 

stewardship for our 2015 annual appeal, Walking 

the Way!  We’ll enjoy appetizers, chocolate, 

flamenco guitar and remarks from parish leadership.  

Childcare provided.  Saturday, October 25.  Watch your 

mailboxes for your invitation! 

LIVING WELL, GIVING WELL  In October and early November, 
the Walking the Way bible study with the Rector explores the 
principles and practices of embracing the Way of Jesus in 

regard to giving and generosity. 
Early Christians were known as the People of The Way. They 
were recognized for their love of their neighbor, fellowship in 
the breaking of bread, and their commitment to follow the 

life and practice of Jesus. 
Jesus shows us that the way to life abundant is through the 
practices of prayer, forgiveness, giving, and unconditional 
positive regard and respect to all, especially to those who 
live on the margins of society. Jesus shows us The Way into 

the heart of God. 
Join us on Sunday mornings (9 am, Community Center) in 
this spiritual pilgrimage to gain insight, clarity and purpose 
of what it means to be a People of the Way, recognizing 
that what is given comes from the provision and grace of 
God. Learn how our day-to-day living can shape us into 

being a People of the Way. 

          Church School 

This month we are learning about how 

the Bible came to be.  We will look at 

ancient languages and manuscripts and practice some of our 

own calligraphy and illuminations!  We continue to meet at 

9:00 am in the True Vine Atrium throughout October. 

 

SUNDAY 3-SERVICE SCHEDULE  

begins NOVEMBER 2! 

7:45 ~ 9:00 ~ 11:15 a.m. 
AND 

DAYLIGHT SAVING TIME ends NOVEMBER 2 -  

Don’t forget to turn your clocks back one hour  

for standard time! 



WHERE IN THE WORLD IS ST. BONIFACE? 
 

Building Awareness and Bridges  Programs following Wonderful Wednesday dinners in October 

and November feature speakers from organizations where St. Boniface grants are touching lives and 

transforming our community.  The program is free and open to all; the dinner ($10 pp) requires 

reservations (941-349-5616 x5).  You’ll hear from leaders and meet fellow parishioners taking action 

for homelessness, hunger relief and child safety. 

 

Family Promise of Sarasota, Inc.   With families and children representing the largest and fastest 

growing segment of homeless people in our community, St. Boniface actively supports this successful 

community program.  You can play a role, too! 

 St. Boniface Host Week.  From Oct 26 – Nov 2, our church campus will be “home” for a few guest 

families.  Join the 50-some parishioners who will set up sleeping quarters, prepare meals and tackle 

other simple duties.  Contact parishioners Ray or Lea Droege (941-346-7809). 

 Wonderful Wednesday Program, Oct 8   Learn more about the program.  Who are most at risk?  

What’s being done?  How easily can you to be part of the solution?  The program begins after the 

Wonderful Wednesday supper. 

 Shop for a Cause, Oct 11, 10am-9pm  Get a sneak peek at the new University Town Center before 

it opens to the public!  With a Macy’s Shopping Pass, Family Promise receives $5 for each pass sold; 

and you get access to the mall, discounts on qualified Macy’s purchases that day and entry for a 

drawing for a $500 gift card.  Contact parishioners Ray or Lea Droege (941-346-7809) for info. 

 Dine-Out at Capt. Brian’s, Oct 14, 5pm-8pm   A portion of your dinner tab goes to Family Promise 

of Sarasota, supporting its work in the community.  8421 N. Tamiami Trail (1/2 mile north of 

University Parkway), 941-313-7682. 

 One Concert, Oct 18, 7pm   Many musicians, many congregations, one God, one cause.  This live 

music event benefits Family Promise.  Bahia Vista Church, 4041 Bahia Vista Street, 941-377-4041. 

 

Suncoast Communities Blood Bank Drive   A half hour of your time can mean life or death – 

literally -- for someone in our community!  It’s quick, simple, and (generally) painless.  You need to be 

in good health, over 17 years old and weigh more than 110 pounds.  To schedule your time and 

avoid long waits, sign up at Coffee Hour. Child care available 9:00-11:30 for donors. Sunday, October 

26, 8:30 – 12:30, in the church parking lot.  For info contact Nancy Rafter (941-346-3972). 

 

Our food drive for our community’s pantry, All Faiths Food Bank, and our community’s day shelter 

for the homeless, Resurrection House, continue.  Visit our website for info. 

 

Where in the world is St. Boniface?  That’s where! 



GREETINGS FROM YOUR SENIOR WARDEN School is in and our Preschool is up and running.  Taking a tour of the 

classrooms and meeting the teachers and students help me realize how special this ministry is. The parents spoke very highly 

of our program and had so many good things to say about the Director, Sarah Schebel, and her teaching staff.  I believe this 

program is regaining the acclaim it once had, and under Sarah’s leadership, should continue to grow. 

Another special experience for me this week was to be a part of the Wednesday summer prayer group.  They conducted a 

beautiful prayer worship service before sitting down together with snacks, beverages, and a delicious potluck dinner.  The 

worship, food, and conversation were very special.  I kept thinking that our small gathering must have been like many of those 

done during Jesus’ time. 

We have so many special small groups that get together in God’s name to pray and enjoy the company of each other.  What a 

blessing this church is.  I hope each of you have an opportunity to participate in the many ministries we offer. 

A note about Vestry activity:  The Vestry has approved the formation of a Finance Committee, with the objectives of increasing 

budget transparency and communication to the congregation, and to make initial recommendations to the Vestry on the 

formation of the budget for the coming year.  

Please remember that the Vestry meetings are open to anyone, but the Bylaws state that visitors do not have voice or vote.  

We welcome any and all who are interested. 

I look forward to worshiping with you.  May God bless you and the wonderful church he has given us. 

                                                                                                                                   Doug Francis, Senior Warden 

Task Force on Gun Control ... the Sarasota Brady Chapter   
 

Parishioners are invited to a Task Force progress report on our 

contribution to the furtherance of reasonable gun control in 

our country since the Sandy Hook incident in 2012.  Following 

the admonition for gun control by Presiding Bishop Schori, and 

with the support of our Rector, our Task Force was formed in 

the spring of 2013.  Then, in January of this year, we began to 

build public awareness by witnessing at the Sarasota Bayfront 

each Thursday afternoon with printed signage.  The response 

to this was very positive, and we invited other like-minded 

friends and congregants from other churches to join us in 

promoting the cause.   

Representing a larger body of supporters, the Task Force then 

applied to become a Chapter of the Brady Campaign to Prevent 

Gun Violence.  We were accepted in June (their only Chapter 

in Florida - there are 20 in California), and we now intend to 

apply the Brady resources to prevent gun violence through 

other positive avenues in our community.   

For more information about this, you are invited to join us on 

Thursday, October 9th, at 7:00 pm in the St. Boniface Library.   

David H. Evans, St. Boniface Peace & Justice Committee            

INSTRUCTED EUCHARIST   

The answers to your deepest questions will be 

revealed on the first two Sundays in October! No 

more will you wander around saying, “What’s a 

collect?” Never again will you awake in the 

middle of the night mumbling, “Now, where is 

that memorial acclamation?” Now you will have 

the response to that troublesome inquiry, “Do 

you dip?”  Our Holy Eucharists will not include a 

sermon, but rather, we will divide and distribute 

the “sermon time” throughout the service for 

moments of instruction about the individual 

elements that make up our liturgy. To begin, on 

Sunday, October 5th, you will learn about the first 

half of our liturgy known as the service of The 

Word of God. Then, on Sunday, October 12th, 

instruction will cover the second half of the 

liturgy, the service of the table known as The 

Holy Communion. 

EPISCOPAL RELIEF & DEVELOPMENT HELPING STEM EBOLA CRISIS   With the death toll from this 

virus escalating, ERD (the independent outreach arm of the Episcopal Church) is working closely with the 

Episcopal Church of Liberia and the Anglican Diocese of Bo in Sierra Leone to help stem Ebola’s spread and 

care for those in need.  Partners in both countries are mobilizing local volunteers to promote accurate 

information about the virus in person, by radio and with posters.  ERD is also at work distributing critical 

medical supplies and food since shipments of these essentials have been restricted.  “The trusted 

reputation and widespread networks of the Church in Liberia and Sierra Leone have enabled a swift and 

effective response to the Ebola crisis,” said Abiy Seifu, Senior Program Officer. “They are able to mobilize 

and reach people at the grassroots level with accurate information and help for those most in need.”   ERD 

invites you to lend your support with your prayers and your contribution.  Visit their website 

(www.episcopalrelief.org) or write a check to St. Boniface with ERD on the memo line.  

http://www.episcopalrelief.org

