
PEACE AND JUSTICE COMMITTEE
MINUTES

April 10, 2014

David Evans called the meeting to order at 7:00 pm. in the Parish Library.

MEMBERS ATTENDING:  Mary Gurley, Cynthia Smyth, Nancy and David
Evans.

MARCH MINUTES:  It was moved by Cynthia Smyth, and Seconded by
Mary Gurley, that the March Minutes be approved as circulated.  There 
being no additions or corrections, the March Minutes were approved.

Interim March - April Review:  David Evans highlighted several activities
which took place during the previous month, including:  (1)  The Lakeland
C.I.W. Publix Witness (Fri. - Sat., 3/14 - 3/15).  The C.I.W.ʼs successful tour
of the Mid-West and Southern States culminated in their “Now is the Time”  
Vigil and March to a gathering finale in Lakeland attended by 1000 people.  
Details of this impressive Witness was circulated among the Committee 
members;  (2)  The DVD Showing of “Chasing Ice”  (Wed., 3/19/14).  This 
second-half showing following our Wednesday Dinner generated a very 
good turn-out, discussion, and debate surrounding the issue of global 
warming.  One viewer suggested that the film should be shown in the 
science classes of our public schools.  Several educators attending our 
viewing resolved to make an inquiry at the local schools regarding this 
possibility;  (3) Sheria Law Presentation (Selby Library, 3/29/14).  On March 
29, David and Nancy attended an A.C.L.U. presentation on the history and 
practice of Sheria Law at the Selby Library.  The speaker gave valuable
insights as to the origins of Sheria Law and how it applies within and 
beyond the Muslim nations.  Mary Gurley suggested that this might be a 
very good subject for a book study group.  David and others will look into 
the available reading resources

MAJOR AGENDA ITEMS  



    
! Gun Control Initiatives.  Our original Task Force on Gun Control
" has now evolved into a broad coalition of like-minded citizens 
" representing the greater Sarasota area who have been gathering at 
" the Bay-front each Thursday since January 2nd.  David and Nancy 
" are now in discussion with the Brady Campaign to Prevent Gun 
" Violence regarding the possibility of becoming a Sarasota Brady 
" Chapter of their national organization, which represents very much 
" the same objectives we have promoted since our inception.  If 
" approved as one of the Brady Chapters, we will be allied with a very 
" valuable resource and support group over the long term.  It is also 
" worthy of note that the Brady organization has given the state of 
" Florida an “F” grade on gun violence.

ADJOURNMENT.  There being no further business before the Committee,
Mary Gurley moved to adjourn the meeting.  Seconded by Cynthia Smyth.  
Hearing no objection, the meeting was adjourned at 7:45 pm.

Respectfully,

David H. Evans

P.S.  The Peace and Justice Committee is not scheduled to meet in May.
Thanks for all your support!  Have a wonderful summer.  Shalom.  


