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Dear Friends in Christ, 
 
Last year I shared a vision with you in a stewardship sermon; “Imagine fully funding mission and ministry at St. 
Boniface in 2017... We can enhance our music ministry by hiring a full time organist-choirmaster…enhance our 
Christian education to children, youth, and adults by adding a fulltime priest associate at mid-year…engage more in 
outreach both here and abroad…and respond to the needs of our facility.” 

Now, just one year later, look how God has blessed us! 

Dr. James Guyer and The Rev. Jonathan Evans are here and doing great work! Joining SURE means that we are doing 
effective justice work in Sarasota. Our Rise Against Hunger event provided close to 16,000 meals for the hungry in 
other parts of the world. And work continues on our buildings and grounds. 

However, you will recall that our pledged gifts for 2017 fell short of the needs to support all of this work. It was only 
natural that some of us held back in giving, waiting to see things unfold. Yet ever-confident in God’s faithfulness and 
our future, the Vestry boldly filled that financial gap through a one-time investment of undesignated funds. 

Today, the future that we dreamed about together, is here!  We are grateful.  We are bearing good fruit. We all want 
it to continue.  And it will continue if together, we each take a share of that investment made by the Vestry last year. 

We have been told by the Stewardship Committee that this requires a 20% increase in giving. So how do we get 
there? We get there by coming to understand more deeply how our giving is an expression of our Christian 
discipleship. 

The General Convention of Episcopal Church has for decades resolved that the minimum standard of giving expected 
of each of us is the tithe.  Tithing is the faithful act of God’s people each giving 10% of their annual revenue joyfully 
for the work of ministry. Many in our parish tithe now.  Even more are striving to tithe. 

My hope is that all of us are being transformed toward understanding giving as discipleship. As this happens, giving 
becomes an expression of praise to God rather than a burden of obligation to the church.  It becomes a spiritual act 
of thanksgiving for all that we have been freely given. 

As you pray about your pledge for 2018, consider all of these things. God has richly blessed our lives and the life of 
this community of faith. Let’s continue the journey together as disciples of Jesus Christ and respond faithfully and 
joyfully with our financial gifts. 
 

God bless you, 
 

 
The Rev. Wayne F. Farrell 
Rector 


