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WEEKLY SERVICES 
 

Sunday Eucharists 

8:00 & 10:00 am 
 

Tuesdays 10 a.m. 
Holy Eucharist 

(beginning September 16) 
 

Wednesdays 5:30 p.m. 
Evening Prayer  

(Eucharist first Wednesday) 
 

Thursdays 10 a.m. 
Holy Eucharist and Healing  

From the Rector, John C. N. Hall                 
September 2014  
     My first thought was, “How could I have slept so late?” It 
was my day off and I hadn’t set an alarm. I woke to look at the 
clock without my glasses. It read 9:00 a.m.! 

     “The dog must really need to go out and she must be 
starving!” I thought. Hopping up, I blindly stumbled to let Ruby out of her kennel. 
Although she didn’t seem anxious, I hurried to take her out to the back yard. 

     “It seems so dark out,” I thought. Without my glasses I reasoned, “It must be 
really cloudy.” 

     As Ruby and I rushed inside to feed her, my still-unaided eyes caught a 
glimpse of the kitchen clock. Even without my glasses, I could clearly see these 
large numerals announcing that it was actually just past 7:00 a.m. 

     My firm belief in my first misconception – that it was 9:00 a.m. – caused me to 
fabricate several additional faulty beliefs. It was not mid-morning at 9:00 a.m. It 
was only 7:00 a.m. and the sun hadn’t even cleared the horizon. Yet, I believed I 
had slept very late. I was sure the dog was crossing her legs and starving. I 
positively knew it was cloudy enough to make mid-morning appear dark. 

     None of my beliefs were true. I just needed my glasses to clarify things. 

     At times, all of us believe things that are not true. Perhaps a friend told us a 
“fact” about an event that never happened. Maybe we poorly perceived a 
situation and assumed the worst. Possibly, we have only half the story. It could 
be that our understanding is patently in error. 

     Before we settle into complete surety of belief about a topic, or a question, or 
a person – or even about what time it really is – it might be helpful to check out 
the accuracy of our thought, opinion, or belief. We might not have all the facts. 

     Or we might just need to put on our glasses. 
 

     Here at St. Boniface, our Vestry, my Staff, and I strive to provide you with 
current,  accurate, clear, and transparent information. Vestry meetings are 
always open to visitors. My staff and I are always ready to respond to your 
questions and concerns. Working with you, we can catch a glimpse of God’s 
future for our congregation together.   

 Fr. John Hall  

CHURCH at the BEACH 

SATURDAY, Sept. 6 - 7:00 p.m. 
Come as you are for informal worship and 
fellowship – at the beach!  We meet at 
the yellow lifeguard tower on Siesta Key 
Beach at 7 pm. All are welcome! Every 
first Saturday night of the month, join 
friends new and old for some simple 
songs, prayers, a brief homily -  a new 
way to worship in the beauty of God's 
creation!  Bring a chair or towel to sit on. 

WEDNESDAY WORSHIP  
On Wednesday evenings, we meet in the 
Parish Hall at 5:30 pm for Evening 
Prayer (or Eucharist first Wednesdays) 
followed by a Pot Luck Supper.  Please 
bring a salad, main dish, drink or dessert 
to share!   For more information, contact 
Katherine Johnson (941-927-2066). 

BRASS & ORGAN CONCERT ~ September 14 

The First Brass of Sarasota and organist, Neil Page, present “Heroic Brass – 

Surviving”, a musical reflection on the events that took place on 9/11, and an 

honor to those First Responders who lost their lives.  The performance will also 

showcase three of this region’s young virtuosos, Carlann Evans, Sara Peeples-

McNatt, and Frederico Valencia.  Repertoire includes John Williams' "Summon 

the Heroes," and "The Theme from Superman," "Mars from The Planets" by 

Gustav Holst and in keeping with the groups sacred roots, the brass will raise 

the roof with original arrangements by Rick Nichols: "Holy, Holy, Holy," 

"Worship the King," and "Be Still My Soul."   

Sunday, September 14, 4:00 p.m., here at St. Boniface.  Advance tickets 

($15) may be purchased in the Church Office, online at www.thefirstbrass.org, 

by calling (941)928-0296, or at the door for $20. 



HAPPENING at SAINT BONIFACE 

THE WOMEN’S BOOK GROUP next 
meets on Monday, September 8, 
7:30pm at the home of Jan Huff  (941-
735-8700), and the book discussed will 
be People of the Book by Geraldine 
Brooks.  For more information, contact 
Connie McManus, (941)923-5366. 

STEPHEN MINISTRY - A One-to-One Caring Ministry for Laypeople   

We are so excited to reinitiate this ministry at St. Boniface! 

Please learn more at our "Christian Caregiving" class, 

Sundays in September at 9:00 am in the St. Francis 

Room.  You are welcome to drop-in as your schedule permits, 

or read the book along with us! 

Official Stephen Ministry Training will be scheduled over 4 

weekends throughout the winter and spring.  Our tentative 

dates are Jan 8-10, Feb 6-8, Mar 6-8, Apr 8-10, for you to plan ahead.   

Applications to become a Stephen Minister will be available October 1 and due 

November 1.  Each applicant will schedule an interview with the Stephen 

Leaders during the month of December. 

We need lots of MEN in this ministry, so please listen, if God is giving YOU a 

nudge!  Please contact Andi Taylor for more information (941)349-5616 x313 or 

ataylor@bonifacechurch.org 

B.E.S.T. RECYCLING PROGRAM  
The Boniface Eco-Stewardship Team will have their recycling container available during coffee hours this 
month (September). Used inkjet cartridges, cell phones and laptop computers will be responsibly recycled, 
and in return they receive funds for their eco-friendly projects and activities.  Contact Grace Riker for more 
information, (941)924-8908. 

HURRICANE PREPAREDNESS 

FORUM 
A community seminar on Hurricane 
Preparedness for Siesta Key residents 
and businesses, presented by Sarasota 
County Emergency Management, will be 
held here in the St. Boniface Community 
Center on Tuesday, September 9, 6 - 8 
p.m.  The seminar is sponsored in 
conjunction with the Siesta Key Chamber 
of Commerce, the Siesta Key Association,  
& the Siesta Key Village Association, and 
is open to all.  

SUPPORTING THE CLERGY DISCRETIONARY FUND 
Each month, above and beyond our regular giving, we have an opportunity to 
support one of the many ministries at Saint Boniface.  September’s Special 
Offering builds up the Discretionary Fund.  Through this fund our clergy 
assist individuals in need, support special outreach, pay for clergy and staff 
continuing education and seed new ministries and projects.  Every gift of 
any size makes a difference!  You may make your gift in memory or 
thanksgiving.  All gifts received by September 21 will be gratefully noted in 
the leaflet on the last Sunday of the month.  

BLESSING of the ANIMALS 

Join us on St. Francis Day, Saturday, October 
4, at 10 a.m. in the Courtyard. All animals 
appropriately leashed or caged are welcome! 
Contributions of pet food for Sarasota County 
Humane Society distribution will be accepted. 
Representatives from animal assistance 
agencies will be in attendance. Refreshments 
for animals and owners provided by B.E.S.T. 
Contact Grace Riker at 941-924-8908. 
  

RECTOR’S BIBLE STUDY 

Join John Hall at 9:00 a.m. in the Library these Sundays this 
month for bible study - Please bring your bible, and a pencil, 

too.   

Sept. 7      “Word and Art: The St. John’s Bible” 

Sept. 14    (No class) 

Sept. 21    “Jonah: An Outrageous Excuse for a Prophet”  

Sept. 28    (No class) 

SERVING UP MEALS AND DIGNITY   This month we continue our 
on-going support to two long-time community partners, All Faiths 
Food Bank and Resurrection House.  Your donations help our 
community’s food bank provide thousands of meals to those that would 
otherwise go hungry, and provide dignity-preserving basics for clients at 
Sarasota’s day center for the homeless.  The food bank welcomes your 
canned non-perishables.  Resurrection House welcomes men's 30-36 
jeans (new or used), men's boxer shorts (new!), men’s sneakers (new or 
used), men’s and women's white cotton socks (new!), ponchos/rain gear, 
and back packs/totes/etc.  Please leave your donations in the special bins 
– Resurrection House’s bin is in the Parish Hall, and the Food Bank bin 
is in the church. 

WALKING THE WAY:  

ANNUAL APPEAL 2015    

J o i n  y o u r  f e l l o w 

parishioners on a journey 

o f  generos i ty  and 

gratitude this Fall.  

Together, we’ll explore 

what it means to be people 

of the way, as early Christians were 

called, and how we will uphold our 

transforming parish ministries. 

 

Hold the date:  Saturday, October 25, 

5:30.  Along the way we’ll pause for 

Tapas and Chocolate, Vision and 

Giving.  Watch for info to follow! 



And MORE! 

GREETINGS FROM YOUR SENIOR WARDEN I hope you have had an opportunity to either attend or listen to the 

All Parish Forums conducted by Fr. Hall and by your Vestry last month.  It was good to hear Fr. Hall share with all of us 

your comments about what you appreciate at St. Boniface, and then to hear about the exciting programming for the fall 

and spring. 

With technology at St. Boniface moving ahead at lightning speed, we were able to stream the Forums live, as well as 

place them on our web site for future viewing. We are working toward providing this same technology for future church 

services and special events, giving those who are unable to enjoy the community of our worship services a continuing 

connection to their family at St. Boniface.  

I’d like to add a word about the Vestry’s Forum on management of your gifts.  Please know that the Vestry functions to 

serve the parish of St. Boniface, so that we as a church, may better serve God and His people. Know also, that we are 

committed to transparency and responsible decision making, as we manage the generosity of your gifts.  We are 

presently working on ways to keep you periodically informed about the status of the budget. 

The Vestry meetings, held on the third Thursday of each month in the Parish Hall, are open to those who might be 

interested.  As stated in our By Laws, however, your attendance comes with no voice or vote.  Should you have an issue 

to be presented at any meeting, please see our Rector.    

Thanks for being patient as we grow into a bright future.  Together, we have many hearts and lives to touch with God’s 

love.  May God Bless this church.                                                                                   Doug Francis, Senior Warden 

ART SHOW and SALE ART SHOW and SALE ART SHOW and SALE Members 

of the St. Boniface Watercolor Group 
invite you to view their recent works 
in the Parish Hall.  All pieces are also 
for sale; thanks to the artists’ 
generosity a portion of each sale 
benefits the ministries of St. 
Boniface.  To purchase artwork, 
please contact a member of the 
Watercolor Group in the Parish Hall 
on Sundays between 10:00 and 
11:00 a.m., or a member of the St. 
Boniface staff during 
normal business hours.   

For further information, 
please contact Jane 
Aguilard (941)927-8442. 

WAYS TO GIVE  We welcome our 
parishioners’ generosity!  It makes 
possible the joyful worship or vibrant 
ministries we offer – on Sundays and 
throughout the week.   There are many 
ways to support our parish.  Many 
parishioners use automatic payment 
options through their bank account or 
credit/debit cards.  This offers ease of 
mind for those of us with busy lives, or 
who travel or are seasonal members:  you 
don’t have to worry about your pledge or 
other offerings, as your bank does the 
work for you!  Of course, you can contact 
the church office to make changes as you 
need to.  For more info see our website 
(www.bonifacechurch.org/stewardship) or 
contact Betsie Danner (941-349-5616 
x318 or bdanner@bonifacechurch.org). 

FROM THE YOUTH MINISTER 
This fall, youth group is all about C.A.N.S.! What is C.A.N.S.? It is an 

acronym to help define the simple but intentional way we spend our time 

together as a Christian community, as a youth group. Here is what each 

letter briefly stands for: 

Community - Spending time together: fun, adventure, memories.  

Adoration - Simply put, this is an opportunity for worship, which can come 

in many forms. We will take time to make God our focus, thanking, loving, 

and talking to God in ways you may never have thought of.  

Nurturing - What is God saying to you? How does God fit into your life? 

How do we fit into God's plan? What does it mean to be a Christian? 

Service - As a Christian community, we are called to love and serve 

others and this is just one way we can intentionally take time to do that 

together. 
 

These are things we already naturally do when we gather together, 

however, each week at youth group and during youth outings, we are 

going to take time to do activities that intentionally focus on one or two 

of these elements. It is my hope that through this fall the students and 

leaders will grow in deeper faithful relationships with each other and with 

God.     – Alex Everson 

Church School News 

We are so proud of our Catechists who completed 100 hours of training to 

serve our youngest Seekers!   
 

Jo Ann McManus - has been at St. Boniface for nearly 3 decades 

and has taught Church School for 15 years!  She has a daughter 

who is a senior at Pine View this year! 

 

Wendy Prell - has been at St. Boniface for over a dozen 

years, and taught Church School since she arrived! She also has a 

daughter in her senior year of high school at SMA! 

 

Susan Zwakman - has been at St. Boniface for 15 years and taught 

Church School the whole time! She is both mom and grandma, and 

splits her time between Sarasota and Amery, Wisconsin! 


