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SEPTEMBER 2016 

WEEKLY SERVICES 
 

Sunday Eucharists 

8:00 & 10:00 am 
 

Tuesdays 10 a.m. 
Holy Eucharist  

 

Wednesdays 5:30 p.m. 
Evening Prayer 

(Eucharist first Wednesdays)  
 

Thursdays 10 a.m. 
Holy Eucharist and Healing  

ANIMAL BLESSING 
Join us Saturday, October 1, at 10:00 
a.m. in the Courtyard in honor of St. 
Francis of Assisi!  All animals 
appropriately leashed or caged are 
welcome! Contributions of pet food for 
Sarasota County Humane Society 
distribution will be accepted, and 
representatives from animal protection 
and assistance agencies will be in 
attendance. Refreshments for animals 
and owners provided by B.E.S.T. 
Contact Grace Riker at 941-924-8908 
for more information. 

CLERGY DISCRETIONARY FUND 

Among the many resources we have for reaching out to those in need or 
supporting a special project is the Clergy Discretionary Fund, the focus of 
September’s special offering.  Your gift, of whatever amount, helps ensure 
St. Boniface can readily meet unforeseen and worthy needs. 

Throughout the year, above and beyond our regular giving, our special 
offerings provide opportunities to support special ministries at Saint 
Boniface. You may make your gift in memory or thanksgiving. 

WRAPPING UP PREPARE THE WAY   
We kicked off our mid-year stewardship effort, Prepare the Way, in late 
July.  The goal was to prepare both our hearts and our household for the 
arrival of our new priest-in-charge later this fall, by filling in our 
$85,000 budget gap.   And … you did it!!  We wrapped up this effort on 
the last Sunday in August: 160 households responded with over $92,000.  
Your gifts filled the budget gap, to present our priest-in-charge with a 
balanced parish budget.  On Sunday, September 4, we'll celebrate at 
Wrap the Gap (see info in this newsletter).  

REACHING OUT TO LOUISIANA 
 

Recent torrential rains in Louisiana have devastated the area, flooding entire 

neighborhoods and forcing more than 30,000 people from their homes.  Some 

have lost everything.  Episcopal Relief and Development, the independent 

outreach arm of the Episcopal Church, is already on hand, working with local 

churches and organizations.  Your gift will help ERD with supplies and relief for 

the those whose lives have been turned upside down.  You can give on ERD’s 

website www.episcopalrelief.org or by making a check to St. Boniface with 

“ERD” noted on the memo line.  

 

 

PRESCHOOL  NEWS 
Preschool Director, 

Sarah Schebel,  and St. 

Boniface welcome two 

new teachers to the 

Preschool team!  The 

new school year begins Tuesday, September 6, and Ms. Kylie, Ms. Sarah, Ms. 

Tanya, Ms. Chelly, Ms. Carol, Ms. Danielle and Ms. Tonya are ready to welcome 

all their students.   There are just a few more openings left in the Preschool, call 

Sarah if interested, (941)349-5616 x330.  

WEDNESDAY EVENING 

PRAYER and POTLUCK 

Join us for worship (Eucharist first 

Wednesday) at 5:30 p.m. in the 

Parish Hall, followed by a potluck 

supper.  Please bring a salad, main 

dish, drink or dessert to share!  For 

more information, contact Katherine 

Johnson (941)927-2066. 

BASEBALL WITH THE BISHOP Join the diocesan staff and area parishes for a fun

-filled night at Rays stadium, where they will take on the Red Sox Friday, 

September 23 at 7 p.m.  All are invited, and can relax and ride in a cushy, air-

conditioned bus to the game and not have to worry about parking or traffic – and 

for only $37 per person (includes game ticket + bus)!  Sign up on our website, or 

call the reservation line at (941)349-5616 x5.  Payment 

confirms your reservation, and a portion of ticket sales 

benefits the Episcopal Charities Fund.  For more info, contact 

Lisa Wolf (941)349-5616 x320 or lwolf@bonifacechurch.org.   

SUNDAY MORNING BOOK 

DISCUSSION 
 

We continue our discussions on the 
book by Richard Rohr, Falling 
Upward - A Spirituality for the Two 
Halves of Life.  All are welcome to 
join us in these lively conversations. 
Resuming Sunday, September 11, 
9:00 a.m., in the St. Francis Room. 

http://www.episcopalrelief.org


SEPTEMBER at St. Boniface Church  

FROM THE PARISH NURSE 

Parishioner and Faith Community Nurse, 
Doriel Boyce, offers information about the 
Zika virus in an article on our website.  
Should you have any questions, call Doriel 
(941)554-4084. 

LET OUR LIGHTS SHINE!  A project initiated by the Boniface Eco-
Stewardship Team (B.E.S.T.) will be completed this month:  New 
overhead lights are being installed to add brighter, safer and more 
cost/energy efficient lighting for our outside walkways. This project 
also coordinates with the work of the church’s Accessibility Task Force. 
The current outdoor lighting includes 47 old fixtures using 60 watt 
bulbs. The cost per year in kilowatts is currently $522.37. The new 
lights are environmentally superior and will cost $121.89 to operate, 
creating a savings of $480.00 per year. These LED bulbs are made to 
last approximately 20 years.  B.E.S.T. is grateful to a major donor and 
Team members for their contributions. We also thank Buildings and 
Grounds representatives for their help: Vestry member Vince Brennan, 
and Dick Walker and Tony Consalvo. This project is dedicated to the 
memory of Kay McGimpsey, former leader of B.E.S.T. and our guiding 
light. 

NURSERY 
 

Childcare is available for our 

youngest parishioners Sunday 

mornings 8:45 – 11:45 a.m. in 

the Nursery with Ms. Yu Ya, our 

l i c e n s e d ,  p r o f e s s i o n a l 

caregiver. 

GREETERS 
 

We welcome anyone who 
would like to welcome and 
greet visitors and parishioners 
on Sunday mornings.  If that 
ministry is of interest to you, 
please contact Connie or 
Rooney Mereness 941-346-
1844. 

TEXT TO GIVE! 
We’re excited to present this convenient, secure way for you to fulfill your 
pledge or give to St. Boniface.  Follow the simple steps below to make 
your gift! 

 Send a text to 73256, with Boniface as the message.  (You may want 
to save this number in your contacts Boniface Text Giving for quick 
access in the future.). 

 You’ll receive a confirming text in response. 

 Click on the link included in the text. 

 When the link opens, follow the prompts for the amount, the fund 
(you can scroll through the options to make your choice), and your 
credit card and contact info.  

 Then click the “give” button. 

 You’ll receive an email confirming your gift for your records.  

THE WOMEN’S BOOK GROUP will 
discuss Team of Rivals, by Doris Goodwin 
at their September meeting (September 12, 
3:30). They’ll gather at the home of Kathy 
Neubauer.  Because parking is limited, 
Kathy highly encourages carpooling.  
Please RSVP 941-312-0126.  For more 
information, contact Connie McManus, 
(941-923-5366). 

ST. BONIFACE IS FIGHTING HUNGER 

The Grants and Outreach Committee invites 

you to become a soldier in the fight against 

hunger.  On Saturday, September 17 from 

9:00-11:00 a.m. at All Faiths Food Bank, we will 

sort and package food for distribution 

throughout the community.  So put on your 

"fatigues" and join us. This is our chance to 

make a difference in the fight against 

hunger.  Sign up in the Parish Hall at Coffee 

Hour or contact Helen Francis at 941-921-

6820.  All Faiths Food Bank, 8171 Blaikie Ct, 

Sarasota, Florida 34240. 

READ ANY GOOD BOOKS LATELY?   

Thanks to Jane and Charlie 
Pettengill, the Give and Take Cart 
radiates with ever changing books 
each week. Be sure to stop by on 

Sunday to check out the selection. We 
welcome your newly read books to add to 
the cart. Please drop them in the bin at the 
Parish Hall. Thank you!   

--The St. Boniface Library Team 

CHURCH SCHOOL 
Join us Sunday mornings at 10:00 am in the Atrium!  
Our Catechesis of the Good Shepherd program 
continues through the summer, welcoming children age 
3, up through 5th grade. Activity areas include 
practical life and care of the Atrium, artwork, 
geography of Israel, stories and parables of Jesus, 
Baptism, Communion, prayer and the Mystery of the 
Kingdom of God.  For more information, contact Jo Ann 
McManus (941)921-3021.     

CÍRCULO ESPAÑOL  

Bienvenidos to all who would like to 
practice spoken Spanish in a relaxed 
setting with others.  There are no books, 
no tests, and no homework; we all just 
want to improve and refresh the ability that 
we have in the language and help one 
another in doing so.  The círculo meets on 
Wednesdays (beginning September 28) 
from 4:30—5:30 p.m. in the Library.  For 
more info contact Mary Gordon, (941)923-
2302. 

http://images.acswebnetworks.com/1/1367/FromtheParishNursesept2016.pdf


and MORE! 

 

FOYERS 2017 

Ready to have fun and meet other members of 

St. Boniface Church?  Join Foyers 2017 and 

attend our Kick-Off Event (hors d’oeuvres, 

desserts and libations) Friday, November 18th, 

6 – 7:30 pm in the Parish Hall.  FOYERS is 

FUN…small groups of parishioners get 

acquainted over a meal in each other’s homes 

(or a local restaurant).  Watch for sign-ups at 

coffee hour in the coming months.  For more 

information call Debbie Harvey (346-3234), 

Connie Mereness (346-1844), Holley 

Schroeder (966-1466) or Peg Davant (924-

9895) 

St. BONIFACE GRANT FUNDS ENRICH LIVES 

The Grants & Outreach Committee shares this wonderful 

feedback on how our parish helps support, enrich and enhance 

the lives of those who have been recipients of our grants.  The 

following is a thank you from Brothers and Sisters Doing the 

Right Thing, a local program serving the youth in Newtown, as 

it relates to their special summer programs which we support: 

This summer, teens who attended Brothers and Sisters Doing 

the Right Thing's Summer Program had an exceptional and 

very special treat! … Because of St. Boniface Church, this 

summer offered an exceptionally wonderful experience for 

these young people - a trip to visit one of America's finest 

black colleges - Bethune Cookman University in Daytona 

Beach.  Since 1943, the university has graduated more than 

13,200 students who follow the school motto of "Enter to 

Learn, Depart to Serve."  Our youth enjoyed a guided tour that 

introduced them to the more than 37 fields of study …They 

learned that college educations can help them find 

employment in the fields of education, medicine, business, 

politics, government, science, religion, athletics and 

environmental studies.  Trips such as this are vital to 

introducing youth to the world outside their own 

environments. 

THANK YOU, St. Boniface, for opening up the world to our 

young people! 

 

CELEBRATING A LIFE AND LEGACY 
With thanksgiving, the Vestry recently received the bequest of 
Winafred Schoeffler.  She and her husband, Dwight, joined St. 
Boniface Church in the late 1990s.  Immediately, Winafred jumped 
into parish life, participating in the Women’s Book Group, Cí rculo 
Espan ol, Episcopal Church Women, Foyers, Sunday’s Bible Study, 
and Education for Ministry.  Traveling on our mission trip to the 
Dominican Republic and volunteering with Family Promise were 
two of the ways she shared her concern for others.  Reaching out to 
the newcomer, fellowship and bridge were among her passions, and 
she combined them by creating the Bridge Group, which brought 
together parishioners as well as community members for afternoons 
of friendly competition on the church campus.  The common thread 
through Winafred’s active life here was her love of St. Boniface -- its 
ministries and its people.  Because of her planned generosity, the 
ministries and fellowship that were so important to Winafred will 
continue to thrive, welcoming newcomers and enveloping them in 
our parish life, just as she and Dwight once were. 

To discuss creating your legacy by including St. Boniface in your 
legacy or planned giving, contact Betsie Danner at 941-349-5616 
x318 or bdanner@bonifacechurch.org. 

PROJECT GRANTS AVAILABLE 

Do you work with a non-profit organization 

dedicated to improving the lives of folks in 

Sarasota, in Florida, or beyond?  Is this group 

looking for grant opportunities to get a 

special idea or project off the ground?  The 

Grants & Outreach Committee may be able 

to help!  Simply go into the church website, 

click on “Serve” at the top of the page, and 

scroll down to “Grants.”  Everything the 

group needs to know about our criteria and 

application process is on that site!  Please 

note that the deadline for submitting your 

proposal is by 1:00, Friday, October 7.  If you 

would like more information, kindly email 

Annarita Scott at annaritascott@aol.com; be 

sure to include your phone number in your 

request for info.  Help support your 

organization’s good projects with the 

assistance of St. Boniface Church 

YOUTH NEWS 

The Youth Group will once again travel to 
Orlando for the “Rock the Universe” 
Christian music festival weekend September 
9th — 11th.   

AND our meetings have resumed for the 
year,  we welcome Middle and High School 
students for food, fellowship and worship. 
Meetings on Sundays are at 6:00 p.m. in the 
Youth Studio.  Contact Wendy Prell for more 
info, 941-371-8559.  

And mark your calendars for our first concert of the season: 
 

October 16, 2016 ~ 6:00 p.m. 

The Romm Family Trio 



Dear St. Boniface Parishioners,       SEPTEMBER 2016 

Prepare the Way:  Oh my, what generosity!  You heard what was needed and why it was needed, and 

you responded, and oh, did you respond.  This will be the first in several years that the Vestry has not 

carried over a deficit into the next year, and with the same type of generous response to our upcoming 

annual appeal, we will once again be able to maintain a balanced budget.  Thanks to the Prepare the 

Way Committee for clearly communicating our challenge and for the creativity in crafting the campaign.  

And a big “thank you” to each and every one of you that gave from your heart to support this wonderful 

church.  Let’s break our diets and celebrate our achievement with the Wrap the Gap ice cream social in 

the Parish Hall after the services this Sunday. 

Our search for an interim Director of Music has ended on a most joyful note.  Mr. James Johnston will 

be with us from September 2 until January 1, 2017.  Jim brings an extraordinary amount of musical 

talent and experience as an organist and choral conductor.  Jim will direct the music program starting 

September 11.  Be sure to welcome him on that Sunday.  

What a blessing it has been to have Robert Reeves and Peg Smith provide the music for our worship 

services in July and August.  They both are so talented and well loved by all of us.  Our section leaders 

have provided song while our wonderful volunteer choir has had a well-deserved vacation.  We will be 

happy to have them back again starting September 11. 

Our newly opened Nursery care saw its first children these past few Sundays.  Care is provided each 

Sunday from 8:45 a.m. – 11:45 a.m. by the professional care giver, Yu Ya Hersey and a parent 

volunteer, Angela Naff.  The Nursery room has been set up with safety and cleanliness as the main 

goals.  Having a Nursery and Sunday School provides opportunity for young families to worship with 

us, so tell your friends about our family-friendly church and invite them to worship with us.   

I must share with you comments made by the Bishop after he preached and celebrated at worship with 

us August 28.  You made him feel so welcome that he felt it was like having his own parish again.  He 

had fun and could feel the strong energy and spirit in our congregation.  His brief moment on the 

“pitcher’s mound” during announcements was a great warm up for our trip to Baseball with the Bishop 

on Friday night, September 23.  I told him his pitch was a ball, but he insisted it was a strike ...so it was 

a strike.  I’ll look forward to being with you for an evening of fun and laughter (and I’m not talking about 

the Ray’s performance).  We helped them win last year, and we can do it again.  Sign up in the Parish 

Hall and we’ll take you to the door step of the stadium in fine Episcopal style (that’s right, we will have 

free wine and snacks). 

Thanks to all of you for making Sunday’s at St. Boniface such a blessed experience.  Worshiping with 

so many friends is truly heartwarming. 

May God bless each one of you and bless St. Boniface Church with his peace and love. 

Doug Francis 
Sr. Warden 
 

 



Wrap the Gap! 
You helped Prepare the Way! 

 

Your gifts filled the gap, to present our priest-in-charge with a 
balanced parish budget.  

 
the Prepare the Way Team & Vestry invite you to an 

 

Ice Cream Social 
 

Sunday, September 4 
following the 10:00 service  
St. Boniface Parish Hall 

Now it’s time to celebrate! 


