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WEEKLY SERVICES 
 

Sunday Eucharists 

8:00 & 10:00 am 
 

Tuesdays 10 a.m. 
Holy Eucharist  

 

Wednesdays 5:30 p.m. 
Evening Prayer 

(Eucharist first Wednesdays)  
 

Thursdays 10 a.m. 
Holy Eucharist and Healing  

NURSERY Childcare is available for 

our youngest parishioners on Sunday 

mornings 8:45 – 11:45 a.m. in the 

Nursery with Ms. Yu Ya, our licensed, 

professional caregiver. 

CHURCH SCHOOL  
Join us Sunday mornings at 10:00  
in the Atrium!  Our Catechesis of 
the Good Shepherd program  
welcomes children age 3 up through 
5th grade. Activity areas include 
stories and parables of Jesus, 
Baptism, Communion, prayer and 
the Mystery of the Kingdom of God, 
practical life and care of the 
Atrium, artwork, geography of 
Israel. For more information, 
contact Fr. Jonathan Evans, (941)
349-5616 x313 

Writings from Wayne                                                       August 25, 2017 
     A year ago today, August 25, 2016, Trish and I arrived in 

the peaceful Shenandoah National Park in Virginia having 

driven many miles along the beautiful Skyline Drive earlier that 

day. We were taking the last week of vacation and we both 

love getting away to the mountains.  

     This trip was particularly necessary for me. For the past 

several months my future had been unpredictable, being part 

of the search for a new priest-in-charge at St. Boniface 

Church.  

     Every search process takes twists and turns. In each, there is a lack of feeling 

in control (I’m not good at that, ask Trish). And bishops, vestries, congregations, 

and the candidates and their families each feel that unsettledness. Plus you still 

have a job to do faithfully at your current parish (you know, the folks who are 

paying you). 

     Moreover, the waiting is especially frustrating when you have a strong sense 

of call, as I did, in this case. So this trip came just at the right time. I could get 

myself out of my own head and enjoy some time away in different surroundings. 

Still, I’m sure that you can guess what was the most frequent topic of 

conversation for the previous two days driving from Florida in the car! 

     And wouldn’t you know it. That evening as Trish and I are leaving the 

campground program celebrating the Centennial of the National Park Service, my 

phone rings. It’s Doug Francis, Senior Warden of the parish, but I’m only getting 

about every third word that he is saying.  The cell phone service is sketchy in 

Shenandoah Park, so I ask Doug if I can find a better location and call him back. 

     Driving back to the Lodge on the pitch-black road, a couple of signal bars light 

up on the phone as we pass the Spitler Knoll Overlook at elevation 3,285. We pull 

off, I call Doug, and he shares the news with me; the vestry had met and voted 

earlier that day to call me as their priest. He had spoken to the bishop and finally 

said, “I hope its not too late to call you. We just couldn’t wait!”  

     Psalm 121 is my favorite. It begins; I lift my eyes to the hills; from where is my 

help to come? My help comes from the Lord, the maker of heaven and earth… 

Standing on the brow of that overlook seeing the stars above and the valley 

below was the absolute perfect place to learn that I was coming back to St. 

Boniface and serve as your priest. 

     Scripture informs us that bearing fruit is the sign of the Holy Spirit at work. As I 

look back over the twelve months since that mountaintop phone call, I believe 

that much good fruit has been borne here. I hope that you agree. And I look 

forward to many more years of faithful work and worship together in this part of 

God’s vineyard. 

     God bless you, Wayne 

CROISSANTS, COFFEE & CONVERSATION  
– a Newcomer Welcome Reception!     

 

If you’re new to St. Boniface – or even if you’ve been here awhile - we 
hope you’ll join us at a special reception just for you.  Parish leaders will 
be on hand to answer your questions about the parish, our many 
activities and ministries, and how to take part.  Croissants and coffee, 
and other nibbles and libations, will be served.  RSVP (at Coffee Hour, or 
by calling 941-349-5616 x318) by September 3.  St. Boniface Community 
Center, Sunday, September 10, 11:15 – 12:30. 

YOUTH GROUP  
We meet on Sundays at 6:00 p.m. in the 

Youth Studio welcoming middle and 

high school students for food, 

fellowship and worship!  Contact Fr. 

Jonathan Evans for more information, 

941-349-5616 x313  

WEDNESDAY EVENING 

PRAYER & POTLUCK 
Join us for worship at 5:30 p.m. in the 

Par ish Hal l  (Euchar i st  f i rst 

Wednesdays), followed by a potluck 

supper.  Please bring a salad, main 

dish, drink or dessert to share!  For 

more information, contact Katherine 

Johnson (941)927-2066. 



SEPTEMBER at St. Boniface Church  

Thanks to the energy of our 40+ 

ministry groups, parishioners and 

newcomers can share a talent, 

meet new friends and deepen their spirituality.  This month we 

shine the spotlight on our worship ministries, and the volunteers 

who support our Sunday morning services.   
 

Sound Team:  This behind-the-scenes crew manages the church’s 

many microphones and hearing systems.  Our goal is to ensure 

all can hear and so participate in worship. Ted Copland, 350-8485 
 

Altar Guild: Our behind-the-scenes work ensures all runs 

smoothly for weekly and special services, and that our altar 

glorifies our worship. Joanne Heiland, 349-4321 
 

Video Streaming Team:  We capture the main service so those 

unable to join us on Sunday mornings can still feel part of our 

parish community by viewing the service live or watching it later.  

Vince Brennan 356-4400 
 

Altar Teams:  Youth and adults assist clergy, serving as acolytes, 

lay readers, chalicers and vergers. Harry Davant, 924-9895 

LITURGY COMPANIONS for our MINISTRY to the DEAF      

The undertaking is simple:  using your finger, you’ll underline in the 

leaflet what’s being said from the pulpit or altar.  And the outcome is 

profound:  our deaf members will feel wholly involved in our spoken 

and sung worship Sunday mornings.  We’ll provide leaflets and 

sermon print outs for you to use in guiding our deaf members through 

the morning’s service.  If you can serve one or more Sundays a 

month, you’ll make a difference!  Please contact Betsie Danner in the 

church office (941-349-5616 x318 or bdanner@bonifacechurch.org). 

THE WOMEN’S BOOK GROUP next meets 
Monday, September 11, 3:30 p.m. at the home 
of Mary Gordon 941-923-2302 and the book is 
The Last Runaway by Tracy Chevalier.  For more 
info contact Connie McManus, 941-923-5366. 

LABYRINTH WALK - September 21 

Let us come together to celebrate the Fall Equinox, a time of almost 

equal day and night. The sun will cross the celestial equator. It is a time 

for reflection on successes and failures and to have 

rituals for protection and security.  Our walk will begin 

at 7:00 p.m. Please bring thoughts on how we can 

reconcile ourselves peacefully with those whom we 

disagree.  For more information contact Sandy Wilbur 

by email, sandywilbur76@gmail.com. Hope to see you 

then!   

RETREAT WITH SR. CAROL BEEVERS  
God is always near, we just don't always recognize 
God's presence. All are welcome to join Sr. Beevers for 
“The Nearness of God” retreat on Thursday, September 
14, 10:00 a.m. - 1:30 p.m. at the Franciscan Center, 
Tampa.  Presentation and lunch, and mass will be 
celebrated. Register by September 12, online at 
www.franciscancentertampa.org. Fee: $25.00 (includes 
lunch). 

SPECIAL GIVING 

Each month, above and beyond our regular giving, we 

have an opportunity to support a specific aspect of or 

parish life at Saint Boniface.  Your September special 

gift helps ready our parish’s outreach to those in need.  

Whether it’s through hands-on work, financial 

assistance, or sharing our campus meeting and prayer 

space, we carry out Jesus’ command to care for one 

another.  You may make your gift in thanksgiving or in 

memory. 

BONIFACE BOOK STUDY GROUP reconvenes on 
Sunday, September 10 in the St. Francis Room.  
Taking a break from books, we’ll watch and discuss a 
video stream from Richard Rohr's Conspire 
Conference, held in mid-July. Please join us!  We 
promise a warm welcome and lively, engaging 
conversation.   

CÍRCULO ESPAÑOL  
Bienvenidos to all who would like to practice 
spoken Spanish in a relaxed setting with others.  
There are no books, no tests, and no homework; we 
all just want to improve and refresh the ability that 
we have in the language and help one another in 
doing so.  The círculo meets on Wednesdays 
(beginning September 20) from 4:30—5:30 p.m. in 
the Library.  For more information contact Mary 
Gordon, (941)923-2302. 

BASEBALL WITH THE BISHOP  

Join the diocesan staff and area parishes for a 

fun-filled night at Rays stadium, where they will 

take on the Red Sox Friday, September 15 at 7 

p.m.  All are invited, and can relax and ride in a 

cushy, air-conditioned bus to the game and not have to worry about 

parking or traffic – and for only $37 per person (includes game ticket 

+ bus)!  Sign up (by September 10) on our website, or call the 

reservation line at (941)349-5616 x5.  Payment confirms your 

reservation, and a portion of ticket sales benefits the Episcopal 

Charities Fund.  For more info, contact Lisa Wolf (941)349-5616 

x320 or lwolf@bonifacechurch.org.   

ANIMAL BLESSING 
Join us Saturday, October 7, at 
10:00 a.m. in the Courtyard in 
honor of St. Francis of Assisi!  All 
animals appropriately leashed or 
caged are welcome! Contributions of 

pet food for Sarasota County Humane Society 
distribution will be accepted.   Refreshments for 
animals and owners provided by B.E.S.T. Contact 
Grace Riker at 941-924-8908 for more 
information. 



and MORE! 

A THANK YOU FOR THE FRUITS OF OUR JULY GIVING TREE  
Through our July Giving Tree, St. Boniface reached out to the students in Newtown’s Emma E. Booker Elementary school.  We 
asked parishioners to provide school supplies and backpacks for these little ones, and you responded from the bottom of your 
hearts!  Please read on for a thank you note from Brothers and Sisters Doing the Right Thing, our partner in this effort, who 
collected your donations and distributed them to the school children. 
 

Dear Friends at St. Boniface, 

     That first day of school is, perhaps, the most important day of the year for all children.  It is there and then a child gets, 
unfortunately, “judged” by their peers, and their teachers……….is this a child who will succeed, is this a child who is properly 
prepared, is this a child who dresses as the school demands…proper shoes, proper required uniform, has funds for lunch, or is 
registered for free meals, has the necessary school supplies...will I be able to make a difference for this child? 

     These are the questions “asked” that demanding first day, and this year St. Boniface truly reached out to help those children, 
those in Sarasota’s very neediest area – Newtown – with proper beginnings.  Beautiful backpacks, needed pencils, crayons, 
socks, paper, folders……..you cannot believe what a difference such makes in the school days of His neediest children. 

     “Then Jesus said to His host…..When you give a banquet, invite the poor, the crippled, the lame, the blind, and you will be 
blessed.  Although they cannot repay you, you will be repaid at the resurrection of the righteous. “  -- Luke 14:14 
 

 With thanks, 

 Dee Webber, Assistant Program Director, Brothers and Sisters Doing the Right Thing 

 

 

YOUTH NEWS -  A FEW UPDATES 

      It has been nothing less than a pleasure and honor to work with our youth 

group over the past summer. It’s a tight and welcoming group that comforts one 

another, and wrestles with questions of their faith and life. 

       One of the highlights was helping out with Family Promise during our host 

week. On the first night, our youth group led games and crafts with the seven 

children we were hosting. These games included crab soccer, human hungry, 

hungry hippos, and games of tag with pool noodles. Yes, you’d have to have 

been there to see it!  And the youngsters, I’m told, couldn’t stop talking about 

how much fun they had. 

       We’re looking ahead to this Fall season in fun, service, and prayer every 

Sunday night.  We look forward to helping out again with Family Promise in 

October, and also plan to visit elderly folks in assisted living. I’m working on 

more events that I can’t wait to share with you all! 

     In the meantime, please pray for our youth group as we evolve in our faith 

and in our love. 

     In Christ, Fr. Jonathan 

 

PRESCHOOL  NEWS 
    Another new school year begins Tuesday, September 5, and 
our staff, Ms. Sarah, Ms. Kylie, Ms. Tanya, Ms. Chelly, and Ms. 
Carol, are excited and ready to start!  All the classrooms got 

spiffed-up last month with cleaning and painting, ready to welcome our 
students.  And we look forward to our Fall Family Picnic on September 22. 

    Our preschool welcomes children ages 1-5. Our program is from 9:00 a.m. 
to 12:00 p.m. Monday through Friday, with 2-, 3- and 5-day 
schedules.  Before-care (8:30 - 9:00 a.m.) and After-care (12:00 - 3:00 
p.m.) options are also available. Contact Preschool Director, Sarah Schebel, 
941-349-5616 x330 to register and learn more. 

SAVE THE DATE - Foyers 2018 

Ready to have FUN and meet other St. Boniface 
parishioners?  Join FOYERS 2018 and plan to 
attend our Kick-Off Event (hors d’oeuvres, 
desserts & libations) Friday, November 17, 6:00 
– 7:30 pm in the Parish Hall.  FOYERS is FUN…
small groups of parishioners get acquainted over a 
meal in each other's homes (or local restaurant).  
Watch for sign-ups at coffee hour in the coming 
months.  For more information call  Connie 
Mereness (346-1844), Holley Schroeder (966-
1466), Bev Parker (349-8789) or Peg Davant (924
-9895). 

Journey Together  in 2018 

Watch your mailbox for your cottage meeting invitation!  We’ll gather with our rector, Wayne Farrell, and Priest 

Associate, Jonathan Evans, and other parish leadership.  Over light refreshments in fellow parishioners’ homes, they 

will share our accomplishments and the exciting vision for 2018 at St Boniface Church.   Last year, we asked you invest 

in St. Boniface with your increased generosity, and that investment is now beginning to bear fruit.  Plans are in the 

works for dynamic additions to our adult education and church school and youth programs, for greater pastoral care 

ministries, for fun and meaningful outreach opportunities, for rich music offerings, and of course for fellowship time.  

When you receive your invitation, be sure to sign up promptly!  You’ll want to assure your place at the gathering of 

your choice.  

And mark your calendars for our first music 

event of the season and inaugural “St. Boniface 

Young Artist Showcase” concert: 

October 15, 2017 ~ 6:00 p.m. 

Matthew Vero, piano 

 

 

 

 

 

 


