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SEPTEMBER 2019 

WEEKLY SERVICES 
 

Sunday Eucharist 

8:00 & 10:00 am 
 

Tuesdays 10 a.m. 
Holy Eucharist  

 

Wednesdays 5:30 p.m. 
Evening Prayer 

(Eucharist first Wednesdays)  
 

Thursdays 10 a.m. 
Holy Eucharist and Healing  

NURSERY Childcare is available for 
our youngest parishioners on Sunday 
mornings 8:45 – 11:45 a.m. in the 
Nursery with Ms. Yu Ya, our licensed, 

professional caregiver. 

CHURCH SCHOOL  
Weaving God’s Promises 

Children in Pre-K4 to 5th grade are 
welcome to join us on Sundays at 
10:00 a.m.  A friendly greeter at 
the Welcome Table can direct you 
and your child to the classroom. 
The children return to their 
parents in church just before 
communion.  

FROM THE RECTOR’S DESK          SEPTEMBER 2019                                                                                               
 

Dear Friends, 

    Things are gearing up for an exciting fall season at St Boniface 

Church. Our 65th anniversary continues. And as the last bit of 

summer winds down, Trish and I are enjoying a driving trip around 

the Great Lakes. Stopping in beautiful coastal towns and meeting 

their wonderful people, I have been captured particularly by the 

expression of humanity at the various historical lifesaving stations. 

These were established because of the colossal storms that happen on the Lakes. Each 

town has a different story about how their station came into being, but at the center of 

each story is the response to souls in distress. In time, these local humanitarian efforts 

developed into the United States Life-Saving Service, which then became today’s Coast 

Guard. Their mission reminds me of 

the Church and the Great 

Commission from Jesus; for us to go 

into the world and care for the 

spiritual souls of those who are in 

distress. Like the coastal towns of the 

Great Lakes, every Christian 

community, in every generation, 

establishes a particular “lifesaving 

station” for the care of souls unique to 

its context and location. 

    Sarasota in general, and Siesta Key in particular, is a creative arts culture. Our 

neighborhood is made up of folks that are bright, thoughtful and spiritual, who, at the 

same time, don’t express their spirituality in conventional ways. As such, the 

conventional expressions of church enjoyed by us often do not connect with them. As 

an example, the attendance at the drum circle at the Siesta public beach at sunset on 

Sundays attracts more folks than worship at the Key’s three churches on Sunday 

mornings. 

    So, I began thinking and praying about how we might do better at being a spiritual 

lifesaving station to our closest neighbors. 

    There are a variety of ways in which Christians throughout the ages have connected 

with God. For most of us it’s through weekly worship. However, for a variety of reasons, 

people are searching for different ways to understand God. Moreover, I believe, even 

without them knowing it, that the story of Christianity is of great value to people that 

consider themselves spiritual but not religious. St. Boniface Church is in a unique 

position to make this connection. The launching of our Center for Spiritual 

Transformation will do just that. I am grateful to the clergy and volunteers who 

have worked diligently for more than a year designing programs and curriculum for the 

CST. I hope that you will watch for and attend programs that might interest you and, 

more importantly, invite your unchurched friends to seek out this new spiritual lifesaving 

station on Siesta Key. 

         God bless you, Wayne+ 

WEDNESDAY WORSHIP 
& POTLUCK 

 

We gather in the Parish Hall at 5:30 
pm for Evening Prayer (Eucharist 
first Wednesdays of the month) 
f o l l o w e d  b y  a  p o t  l u c k 
supper.  Please bring a salad, main 
dish, drink or dessert to share!   For 
more information, contact Katherine 
Johnson (941-927-2066). 

 

EUCHARIST for the DEAF ~ Sunday, September 8, 12:00 pm 

 

We are adapting the worship of the Church to the language and culture of the 
Deaf in order to bring the Good News of the Gospel to those who have no way 
of hearing it.  We have designed a simple liturgy in “the language of the 
people” (in this case, American Sign Language) that will be accessible to all 
Deaf people, regardless of their proficiency in English, and that will reflect the 
ways of relating that are common in the Deaf community.  This liturgy is 
simpler and easier to understand, less wordy and easier to follow, and engages 
the congregation in dialogue.  Please join us—all are welcome!   

Fr. Richard Mahaffy   

CONTEMPLATIVE PRAYER 
 

If you are seeking some peaceful, 

reflective time in your life, consider 

being a part of this prayer group.  

Give yourself the gift of an hour of 

prayer and sharing.  The group 

meets this summer in the Healing 

Mission Thursday, September 12 at 

11:00 a.m.  For more info, contact Fr. 

Michael Piovane at 610-442-0983. 



SEPTEMBER at St. Boniface Church  

EVENSONG SERVICE & RECITAL 

Sunday, September 29, 5:00 p.m. 
 

The service will be preceded by a recital featuring 
2019 Young Artist Showcase scholarship recipient, 
Noah Hardaway. As a pianist, Mr. Hardaway is 
already earning great acclaim and honors. He 
holds degrees from the prestigious music 
programs at Rice University and Shenandoah 
University. The recital will be followed by a Choral 
Evensong featuring the works of Parry, Webster, 
Williams and Coates. 

SUNDAY READINGS in SEPTEMBER 

You may find these helpful in preparing for worship 

Sunday mornings, or if you are joining us via our live video 

stream.  All readings are from the NRSV translation of the 

Bible.  Visit our website and search “readings” for 

downloadable copies. 

September 1, Pentecost XII Sirach 10:12-18 or Proverbs 

25:6-7; Psalm 112; Hebrews 13:1-8, 15-16; Luke 14:1, 7-14 

September 8, Pentecost XIII Deuteronomy 30:15-20; Psalm 

1; Philemon 1-21; Luke 14:25-33 

September 15, Pentecost XIV  Exodus 32:7-14; Psalm 51:1-

11; 1 Timothy 1:12-17; Luke 15:1-10 

September 22, Pentecost XV Amos 8:4-7; Psalm 113; 1 

Timothy 2:1-7; Luke 16:1-13  
September 29, Pentecost XVI  Amos 6:1a,4-7; Psalm 146; 1 

Timothy 6:6-19; Luke 16:19-31 

SEPTEMBER SPECIAL GIVING supports our newest 
ministry, the Center for Spiritual Transformation at St. 
Boniface Church, now launching after many months of 
prayer, planning and preparation.  Several of our long-
standing and well-serving ministries are combining 
their energies with newly developing efforts to further 
open St. Boniface Church to both parishioners and to 
the community.  We will share pathways for seekers 
new and deep-rooted to further explore and deepen 

their spirituality – as we all strive to draw closer to our Creator’s love.  
Your gift this month both celebrates and supports this new endeavor, 

and may be made in thanksgiving or memory. 

BEST GREEN TIP  BE AWARE!  We can do better in minimizing our 
garbage footprint! 

 Start with biobags:  Unlike regular plastic bags, these inexpensive 
ones are derived from plant starches, and are compostable 
polymers, great for recycling with yard waste or compost.  And, 
they are distributed locally from Palm Harbor Florida, go to 
biobagusa.com to order. 

 Try to use Thermos-type bottles instead of plastic ones.  And it’s 
nice to know there are responsible companies, like Ford, who use 
millions of recycled plastic bottles to make parts for underneath 
cars. 

Have faith!  God is using us as his stewards in a team effort. 
- Anne Moffitt, for the Boniface Eco-Stewardship Team 

BLOOD PRESSURE SCREENING   

Take a major step in looking after your health!  Parishioner 

and Faith Community Nurse, Doriel Boyce, encourages you 
to partake in our complimentary screening in the Library 

on Sunday, September 8 following the 10:00 service. 

THE WOMEN’S BOOK GROUP 

will meet Monday, September 9, at 3:30 p.m. at the 
home of Grace Riker (941-924-8908) to discuss The 
Lost Carousel of Provence, by Juliet Blackwell. All are 
welcome! For more information, call Cynthia Smyth at 
908-568-9210. 

SETTING THE TONE FOR QUALITY HOSPITALITY    
Share an hour or so on Sunday mornings, we promise 
you’ll make an impact with fellow parishioners and 
visitors!  As a Greeter, your warm welcome at the 
church doors will create a positive and lasting 
impression with visitors – as well as long-time 
members. Our Ushers continue the hospitality as 
worshippers enter the church, creating a comfortable 
worship experience for all.  If you see yourself 
participating in either of these ministries, helping all 
feel at ease in God’s house, please contact Connie and 
Rooney Mereness (Greeters) at 941-346-1844 or Jane 
Aguilard (Ushers) 941-927-8442. 

SYC NEEDS VOLUNTEERS! 

The Siesta Youth Chorale are looking for adult 
volunteers for rehearsals!   No experience necessary!!!  
Rehearsals are Tuesday afternoon at 4:00 to 4:45pm 
and Wednesdays from 3:50-4:20pm and then 4:30 to 
5:45pm.  It works out perfectly for those coming to the St. Boniface 
campus those days!!!   Some of our younger readers could use help 
finding a hymn or going from line to line in their music and there are 
many, many more ways to help!  If you are interested, please contact Jen 
Weinstein at 484-744-0494 or by email syc@bonifacechurch.org. 

Beyond the Broken Heart is an ongoing 
support ministry for those dealing with 
grief and loss.  Recognizing the broad 
scope of loss, St. Boniface Church has a 

ministry of support for those who are grieving.  We will 
next meet on Sunday, September 15 at 11:30 a.m. in 
the Healing Mission.  For more information contact 
Rita Valenti-Piovane (610)442-0984. 

 

JOIN THE ALTAR GUILD!  They are the behind the 
scenes stars of our Sunday morning and mid-week 
worship.  Teams of volunteers take one week a month, 
working together to ensure the altar is set and the 
communion elements are prepared; they also clear the 
altar following services.  Their work lends dignity and 
beauty to our worship.  Our Altar Guild members value 
their work and the friendships they’ve made.  For more 
information, contact Leslie McLean (941-923-9104). 

SUMMER HUNGER NO MATCH FOR ST. BONIFACE!  

As many as 40,000 children in our greater community are at risk of 
hunger during the summer.  During the break, they lose access to the 
school-sponsored breakfast and lunch program.  That’s where our local 
food pantry, All Faiths Food Bank, steps in to provide backpacks filled 
with nutritious meals and snacks for these children.  And that’s where 
the St. Boniface Grants & Outreach Committee steps in.  They 
organized three backpack-stuffing events at the food bank.  A total of 
58 parishioners gathered, and stuffed over 5,000 backpacks.  That’s 
5,400 youngsters whose hunger was fed!  To learn more about the 
work of our Grants & Outreach Committee, contact Helen Francis (941-
921-6820.) 



and BEYOND! 

TAIZÉ at ST. BONIFACE CHURCH 
This very prayerful and moving contemporary service, set 
in a casual setting, will be offered  monthly here at St. 
Boniface beginning Saturday,  October 5, 5:00 p.m. If you 
are interested in participating with the readings or music 
please contact Fr. Michael Piovane at 610-442-0983 or email 
drritav@gmail.com.  

 

“BROWN BAG” CONVERSATIONS 
 

This new group at St. Boniface Church meets next month on 
Thursday, October 24 at 12:30 in the St. Francis Room, 
gathering for lunch (BYO), a video, and discussion on a wide 
number of timely topics of interest in our ever changing 
world.  Please invite a friend, a neighbor, and join us in 
these sure-to-be-lively, stimulating conversations!   

 

 

 

 
 

Mark your calendars!  And join us for these special events 

celebrating St. Boniface Church and the ways God’s light shines 

into the world through us (watch for more info to follow). 
 

Day of Gratitude, Grace and Generosity 

Explore, celebrate and reaffirm the many gifts of our vibrant 

spiritual home.   Saturday, October 12, 9:30am – 3:30pm 
  

Shining our Light Celebration Meals 

Join us for either dinner or lunch, for fellowship and a special 

guest speaker.  How are we blessed, and how are we a blessing in 

the world?  Monday, October 28 – dinner OR Tuesday, October 

29 - lunch 
 

BABOOS (Boniface and a Bunch of Other Saints) 

Enjoy fun, food and fellowship at our annual fall social event.  

Saturday, 5:30pm, November 2 

INAUGURAL ST. NICHOLAS FAIR 
needs your time, talents and treasures! 

 

Our 65th anniversary celebrations throughout 
2019 will be continued with the inaugural St. 
Nicholas Fair on Saturday, December 7. The real 
St. Nicholas was a Christian bishop born in the 
third century who dedicated his life to protecting 
and helping those in need—especially children—with incredible 
generosity.  Over time the legend of his gift-giving grew, and 
eventually St. Nicholas transformed into the character called Santa 
Claus, who brings Christmas presents to children all over the 
world. All proceeds from the fair will support the Outreach 
Ministries of St. Boniface Church. 
The fair has a role for every St. Boniface parishioner! SIGN-UPS for 
volunteering will start in October. And don’t forget to bring your 
used jewelry, handbags, and books to the church office.  Contact 
Ann Hardcastle for more information, 941-538-8980. 

LITERARY LADIES meets next month on Thursday, October 10 at 10:00 

a.m. in the Crediton Room to discuss The Women in the Castle, by Jessica 

Shattuck.  For more information, contact Marilyn Hill, 941-374-1990. 

ANIMAL BLESSING 
Join us Saturday, October 5, at 10 a.m. in the Courtyard in 
honor of St. Francis of Assisi.  All animals appropriately 
leashed or caged are welcome! Contributions of pet food for 
Sarasota County Humane Society distribution gladly 
accepted. Refreshments for animals and owners provided by 
Boniface Eco-Stewardship Team (B.E.S.T.). Contact Grace 
Riker  941-924-8908 for information. 

“ARE YOU OK?”  Late last month some 12 
parishioners and staff members learned how to 
respond when someone collapses or faces other 
life-threatening situations.  Participants received 
hands-on training in CPR. Thanks to the very 
dynamic instructor, all in the class say they feel 
confident in providing this straight-forward life-
saving technique when faced with someone who 
is unresponsive and not breathing.  If you are 
interested in taking part in the next scheduled 
class at St. Boniface Church, contact parishioner Michael Pate 
(patejmichael@gmail.com).  

GRATITUDE, GRACE and GENEROSITY 

A Day Celebrating St. Boniface Church!  
On October 12, we are celebrating all things St. 
Boniface, with various opportunities to explore and 
reaffirm all the reasons it is our spiritual home. Save the 
date, and plan to share in this exciting day, recognizing 
the gifts of the past 65 years that have enabled us to 
thrive as the vibrant community we love! 

 SHINING OUR LIGHT 

Save the Date — BABOOS 2019!  

Saturday, November 2nd 5:30—8:00 pm 

(Boniface And a Bunch Of Other Saints) 

Mark your calendars now and plan to attend, we are looking forward 

to an enthusiastic turn-out of all saintly parishioners & friends! 

https://secure.accessacs.com/access/eventlogin.aspx?id=bcgDAcIDZlQluN1U6l8BYg==&site=90120&ReturnUrl=events%2fwz_people.aspx&ChurchID=2088&EventID=179752&sn=90120

