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With joyful hope in uncertain times,  

let us give for what can be. 
  

What is certain in these uncertain times is that the 

ministry and mission of St. Boniface Church will 

continue.  To make sure that in 2021 our church 

community is ready for the new normal, this fall we 

will be asking you to pledge your support and share 

your commitment for what can be in the new year.  

Look for this theme -- Faith-Filled Generosity -- in 

communications to come as we work together, 

usually virtually, to promote our vision for St. Boniface Church. 

Your stewardship committee:  Jon and Mary Gordon, co-chairs, John 

Dickie, Amy and Bob Ferrell, Kathie Hayes, Prill and Chris Nugent, Gisela 

Vaughan, Bill Wood, with Betsie Danner as our staff liaison and Vince 

Brennan as our technical adviser. 

FROM THE RECTOR’S DESK              

My dear friends, 

While we all miss being together, St. Boniface, with God’s 
help, remains busy moving forward, responding faithfully 
to what is happening around us; natural disasters, a 
pandemic, economic uncertainty, and social change. The 
Rev. John Wesley, an eighteenth century Anglican priest, 
evangelist, and founder of Methodism once said, “Pray 

like it all depends upon God and work like it all depends upon you.”  

As this year’s hurricanes, fires, and other events happen, we continue to pray 
for those who are and will be in harm’s way, and for those recovering.  To be 
better prepared and act more rapidly here, the Vestry has put in place a 
Safety Response Team. I am grateful to our members who have agreed to 
participate, especially its coordinator, Randy Thomas. In addition, stronger 
and longer lasting metal roofs have been put on the Community Center and 
the Healing Mission.  

As COVID-19 continues its unpredictable track, I thank you for understanding 
when we suspended in-person worship in early July. We did so to keep us 
safe, and to not burden the local healthcare system as cases began to rise. 
Now, as Sarasota looks to be on the other side of that spike we are planning 
to re-gather for in-person worship on September 13, 2020. (This is 
assuming that trends do not rise as schools open.) Earlier protocols will 
remain in place including; reservations for the 8am or 10am service, wearing 
face coverings, and keeping safe distances. The Sunday 10 am live stream 
will continue, allowing you to decide which way of worship suits you best. 

Facing the continuing economic crisis, we are reaching out through local 
elementary schools to help more area families with assistance for rent, 
utilities, transportation and medical expenses. Your gift to the Discretionary 
Fund makes this possible. Plus, we are making our campus available to 
Family Promise, as they reengage their work transitioning homeless families. 

Finally, in response to social change, our Sacred Ground Dialogue Circle, a 
curriculum of the Episcopal Church, begins their work this month. Joining our 
other Social Justice ministries, I am grateful that so many of you are 
participating. And I look forward to the other ways that the Holy Spirit will be 
moving St. Boniface toward Becoming the Beloved Community. 

Stay faithful, stay happy, and stay safe.  God bless you,   Wayne+ 

Earlier this year our business manager, Cindy Hannon, 
announced she would be retiring after 33 years with St. 
Boniface Church.  In recognition of the many hats Cindy wore 
and her indispensable support to the church, the Rector and 
vestry invited parishioners to contribute to a farewell 
monetary “purse” and to send cards and well-wishes.  Cindy’s 
note of thanks: 

Dear St. Boniface Friends, 
WOW! The outpouring of cards, notes and 
well wishes from all of you on my retirement 
has been overwhelming. 
I will always cherish my years at St. Boniface 
Church.  It has meant so much to me to be 
part of this community of wonderful 

parishioners and staff.  Thank you so much for your 
generous gifts and thoughtfulness. — Cindy Hannon 

Your St. Boniface Church Grants and Outreach 
Committee is continuing to work through 
Covid19, and outreach is more important now 
than ever.  In May, UnidosNow was awarded a 
$3,000 grant to assist low income students and 
their families who, due to the pandemic, had lost 
their ability to pay for basic necessities (this grant 
was recommended by St. Boniface’s Migration 
Ministry).   

We hope to help more small ministries, where 
the effect of a grant will be more impactful, and 
we will prioritize hunger and homelessness at 
this time.  The Committee welcomes grant 
applications, to be received by October 1st.  We 
look forward to hearing from you.  Contact us 
with any questions or for more information. 
 

Helen Francis, Chair, St. Boniface Grants and Outreach 
Committee 941-921-6820 or hfrancis112@comcast.net 

FROM THE LIBRARY TEAM The St. Boniface Library Team hasn’t figured out how to shelve library books via Zoom, but we have made 
the BOOK CART available outside the CHURCH OFFICE during daily office hours. Feel free to drop by to donate the books you may have read 
and choose one from our cart to enjoy at home!  We hope to open the Church Library in late Fall. If you need a particular book NOW from our 
collection, please make arrangements through the church office to access the Library. 

QUARANTINA CONCERTS  This part of 
our varied music ministry provides a unique 
mixture of historically informed instrumental 
and sacred choral music performed live at St. 
Boniface Church, to be viewed from the 
comfort and safety of your home.  Tune in on 
Wednesday nights at 7:30 pm on our website, 
on boxcast.tv or on our Facebook page: 
 

Sep 2 - Jesse Munoz, violin 
Sep 9 - Ann Moe, organ 
Sep 16 - Ricardo Rivera, baritone 
Sep 23 - David Kessler, tenor 
Sep 30 - Jesse Martins, piano, Nadine Trudel, 
cello, Milene Moreira, violin 
 

These programs are brought to you by the Boniface 
Friends of Music.  Please consider a donation to help 
us continue this concert series. Any gift you can make 
goes a long way; a $200 donation will sponsor an 
entire Wednesday night concert (or consider $100 as 
co-sponsor), and will receive a live thank you.  

http://www.bonifacechurch.org/music
http://boxcast.tv/
https://www.facebook.com/Bonifacechurchmusic/


EDUCATIONAL OFFERING On Sunday, September 

13 at 5:00 pm, parishioner Professor Carrie Beneš, 

will discuss “The Black Death and Lessons for 

Today.” In an interview with Fr. Jonathan Evans, she 

will explore the background of the Black Death, 

spirituality and coping in medieval times, and the 

lessons they offer for us today. This will be a Zoom 

meeting, ID: 828 0518 2387 and passcode: 795982. 

Prof. Beneš teaches Medieval & Renaissance History 

at New College of Florida, and is a cultural historian 

specializing in late medieval Italy, especially political 

propaganda and urban history. 

Worship, Teaching, Fellowship: 

 Sunday morning services at 10:00 continue to be live-streamed 
via our website. In-person Sunday worship may begin September 
13, with limited seating.  Watch for more details, including how to 
sign up, and mandatory safety protocols you will need to follow. 

 Sunday morning Bible Study at 9:00 by Zoom, contact Fr. Jeff 
Hamblin 

 Sunday morning Book Discussion at 9:00 by Zoom, 
contact Vince Brennan 

 Morning Prayer at 9:30 am, Monday - Friday and Evening 
Prayer at 5:00 pm, Monday-Friday, on our Facebook page.  

 Wednesday music offered weekly at 7:30 p.m. on our website. 

 Thursday "Coffee Hour" at 10:00 a.m. by this Zoom 
link (password 771888) 

 Men of Boniface gather each Friday at 8:00 a.m. by this Zoom 
link 

 Prayer Shawl Ministry continues on Tuesdays on Zoom to 
knit prayers together into shawls for those needing to be wrapped 
in God's healing love.  Contact Meg Larrabee for the invite. 

 Literary Ladies discuss this month The Dutch House by Anne 
Patchett by Zoom (password 335397) Thursday, September 10 at 
10:30 a.m. 

 A special Center for Spiritual Transformation (CST) educational 
event with Fr. Michael Piovane Exploring Meditation and 
Contemplation. Saturday, September 12 at 10:00 a.m. 
by Zoom (ID 849 5849 3207 and password  596368 ). 

 Join us for Contemplative Prayer Wednesdays September 2 & 16 
at 10:30 a.m. via this Zoom link with Fr. Michael Piovane. 

Many opportunities to continue to stay connected  
with St. Boniface Church: 

Healing & Pastoral Care: 

 The clergy are always available to speak to, please call Fr. Wayne 

Farrell (941-266-2140) or Fr. Jonathan Evans (786-540-5704). 

 Healing ministers are available by phone to offer a mini-session 
of healing prayer: lifting of intentions, Lord's Prayer, few minutes 
of silent meditation and final grace.  Call (941)349-5616 x335 and 
leave a message at the Healing Mission. 

 Prayer requests Each week your intentions are held up in prayer 
by the Pastoral Care Team, and then are prayed throughout the 
week by the Prayer Group.  Call 941-349-5616 x318.  We need 
only first names - no last names or circumstance needed, please. 

 Prayer shawls are available, contact Connie Mereness, 941-346-
1844 to arrange a time for one to be dropped off at your doorstep. 

 Clergy look forward to meeting with you for front yard 
fellowship.  We can set up lawn chairs in your front yard or 
driveway and share good company - safely out-of-doors and 6 feet 
apart, of course.  To set up a visit, call the church office. 

SPECIAL GIVING THIS MONTH  In September,  
we bolster our teaching ministries.  Through our 
varied programs – our professionally staffed 
nursery, Sunday School, Young Adult Ministry, 
adult education groups -- we learn what it means 
to be people of God and followers of Jesus.  We 
practice how to strengthen our inner lives.  We 
learn how carry that love, healing and 
compassion into the world.  Even in these 
unusual times, we still continue to gather (albeit 
online!), learning, and supporting one another as 
we grow together.  You may make your gift in 
memory or thanksgiving. 

SUPPORT SQUAD  It seems 
everything involves Zoom 

these days!  If you’d like a little 
support becoming familiar with this 
online gathering tool, please call the 
church office.  We’ll be happy to put 
you in touch with a fellow parishioner 
who can walk you through set up and 
use.  Also, please let us know if you’d 
like to lend your skills to this group! 

OF WHAT ARE WE STEWARDS? – Community! Stewardship, how we recognize 
and respond to God at work within us, touches every part of our lives:  financial, 
family and friends, health, work and play.    
God has given us each other, and we are designed to live in community.  This is 
especially so within our spiritual home.  Together, we meet with strength and 
support, diversity and growth to a greater degree than we would as individuals.  
Even as we are safely-distanced and gathering online, you will find community at 
St. Boniface!  How can we appreciate and steward this gift?  Learn about and 
pray for the breadth of ministries at St. Boniface.  Find one that bolsters you, that 
lets you share your strengths with others.  Find one that helps you experience 
and express the beauty of God’s wide creation.  To paraphrase St. Paul, sing, pray, 
teach, study, share, come together.  By being good stewards of our community, 
we grow in grace.  For where two or three are gathered in my name, I am there 
among them.  – Matthew 18:20 

IMPORTANT UPDATE FROM ST. NICHOLAS 

To my dear friends at St. Boniface Church,  

I know all you kids are staying safe 
this year and taking care of your 
elderly relatives. Since I’m 18 
centuries old myself, I can relate! It’s 
too early to have us get together in 
person in December for another 
wonderful fair like we had last year. 
Never fear, though, my team and I have some 
great ideas for unique gifts and special giving 
opportunities to commemorate the universal 
Spirit of St. Nicholas. Stay tuned for more details! 

CREATING A LEGACY   With Fall’s approach 
and its traditional thoughts of harvest, we are 
reminded that someone took care to plant the seeds 
that became the crops to harvest.  Sowing seeds is 
an act of planning and of hope.  We take the time to 
consider what is important to us, what we want for 
ourselves and our loved ones for the future.  You 
can plant seeds for St. Boniface’s future by 
including the parish in your will or other estate gift.   
Every gift matters!  We treasure your desire to 
ensure that our works continue for generations to 
come.  For information on creating a legacy at St. 
Boniface, contact Betsie Danner (349-5616 x318 or 
bdanner@bonifacechurch.org). 

SAVE THE DATE!  Our annual 
Blessing of the Animals, Saturday, 

October 3—watch for details! 
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