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From the Rector’s Desk  
 

    One of the great joys of being your rector at St. Boniface 

Church is serving God alongside our great assembly of 

Assisting Clergy and Clergy in Residence. These nineteen 

men and women (a number that few parishes can claim) 

ordained in the Episcopal Church and other denominations, 

continue to faithfully live their vocations (once ordained, 

always ordained) but no longer work full time in parish ministry. And while we do 

not compensate them financially, their presence here blesses us in so many 

ways. And I am particularly grateful this summer and fall for the participation of 

the Assisting Clergy team on Sunday mornings, preaching and celebrating, 

during our search for a new Associate Rector. Precisely because they come from 

different places, seminary backgrounds, and professional ministry experiences, 

they make endless contributions toward our work of continuing Christ’s mission in 

the world. I seek their advice, regularly. Finally, their choosing St. Boniface as 

their spiritual home in Sarasota gives an extremely strong and affirming 

endorsement of our worship, theology, mission, and community to folks who are 

looking to join a church. Their names are listed on the last page of this newsletter. 

We thank God for each of our Assisting Clergy and Clergy in Residence. 

Speaking   of clergy, nominations are open until September 30, 2021, for the next 

Bishop of the Diocese of Southwest Florida. The website, 

www.bishopsearchswfl.org, includes the profile of what we are seeking in our 

next bishop, and to how to make a nomination. 

    God bless you,  Wayne+ 

UPCOMING SEASON of GRATITUDE James tells us, “Every generous act of giving, 

with every perfect gift, is from above, coming down from the Father of lights.” (1:17)  

Indeed, we are blessed with the abundance of God’s gifts. Let us celebrate the 

richness of His blessings!  Soon, you will begin receiving a variety of messages 

designed to make this our year-long celebration of gratitude one of spiritual growth, one 

of capitalizing on the opportunities that await us, and one of entering the next era in the 

life of St. Boniface Church.  Stay tuned!   

 

EVENSONG SERVICE & RECITAL ~Sunday, September 5, 5:00 
 

Join us in-person or online for a recital with Boniface Young Artist 

Showcase classical guitarist, Wade LeCain, performing works by 

Mozart, Sor, Arabe, Tarrega, and Debussy. The Evensong service 

following includes compositions by  Hildegard von Bingen, 

Christopher Tye, and C.H.H. Parry. 

CHURCH SCHOOL  
Weaving God’s Promises 

Children in Pre-K4 to 5th grade 
gather Sundays at 10:00 a.m.  A 
greeter at the Welcome Table can 
direct you and your child to the 
classroom. The children return to 
their parents in church just before 
Communion.  Church School takes a 
break September 5 for the holiday. 

WEEKLY SERVICES 
 

Sunday Eucharist 
8:00 & 10:00 am 

 

Tuesdays 10 a.m. 
Holy Eucharist  

 

Wednesdays 5:30 p.m. 
Evening Prayer 

(Eucharist first Wednesdays)  

NURSERY Childcare is available for 
our youngest parishioners on Sunday 
mornings 8:45 – 11:45 a.m. in the 
Nursery with Ms. Yu Ya, our licensed, 

professional caregiver. 

WEDNESDAY WORSHIP 
& POTLUCK 

 

We gather in the Parish Hall at 5:30 
pm for Evening Prayer (Eucharist first 
Wednesdays of the month) followed 
by a pot luck supper.  Please bring a 
salad, main dish, drink or dessert to 
share!   For more information, contact 
Katherine Johnson (941-927-2066). 

The DISASTER RELIEF FUND of Episcopal Relief & Development helps partners and dioceses reach 
people in vulnerable communities devastated by recent catastrophes. Your gift enables ERD to respond 
immediately, and aid in long-term recovery.   To double your kindness, up to $5,000 from the St. 
Boniface Discretionary Aid Fund will match your gifts, dollar for dollar.   Make your gift via St. Boniface 
Church (your check payable to the church, with ERD on the memo line) or directly to Episcopal Relief 
& Development (episcopalrelief.org/hurricane-relief-fund).  If you give directly to ERD, contact the church 
office to let us know your gift amount, so it will be included in the challenge. 



The CHURCH’S HISTORY with RACIAL EQUALITY  
Our parishioner Maria Thacker invites you to join in 
a four-week book study this month of The Color of 
Compromise, by Jemar Tisby.  The small group will 
provide an intimate setting to discuss a difficult 
topic, sharing our own personal experiences and 
understandings. For more information or to sign up, 
email Maria Thacker (mmthacker@gmail.com). 

Center for Spiritual Transformation 

EDUCATIONAL OFFERING Saturday, September 

11, 10:00 a.m. by Zoom: “Outreach, the Soul of the 

Church.”  Parishioners Helen & Doug Francis talk on 

how outreach has enriched their spiritual lives. Their 
belief is that these ministries have brought God’s 

love into the community, and without the church’s 

support there would be less opportunity to make a difference in 

people’s lives.  (Zoom ID: 849 5849 3207 / passcode: 596368) 

SETTING THE TONE for QUALITY HOSPITALITY 
Share an hour or so on Sunday mornings, and we 
promise you’ll make an impact with fellow parishioners 

and visitors!  As a Greeter, your warm welcome at the 
church doors will create a positive and lasting 
impression with visitors – as well as long-time 
members. Our Ushers continue the hospitality as 
people enter the church, creating a comfortable 

worship experience for all.  If you see yourself 
participating in either of these ministries, helping all 
feel at ease in God’s house, please contact Connie 
Mereness (Greeters) at 941-346-1844 or Randy 
Thomas (Ushers) 808-606-1911.   

SEPTEMBER’S SPECIAL GIVING supports our Center for Spiritual 
Transformation at St. Boniface Church, now entering its third year.  
Long-standing and newly emerging ministries are combining to create a 
center where parishioners and community members can further 
explore and deepen their spirituality.  In times that can seem 
increasingly troubled and fractured, we give thanks for the Center, 
offering pathways to draw closer to our Creator’s love.  To learn more, 
visit http://www.bonifacechurch.org/cst.  Your gift may be made in 
thanksgiving or memory. 

Worship, Teaching, Healing, Fellowship: 

 Hospitality Sunday mornings after the services in the 
Courtyard, join us for a cup of coffee and friendly fellowship.   

 Sunday morning Bible Study at 9:00 a.m. in the Library or 
by Zoom, email Fr. Jeff Hamblin jlh@jeffreyhamblin-md.com 

 The Healing Mission is suspending in-person appointments 
at this time.  A prayer session is available over the phone. 
Call 941-349-5616 x335 and leave a message. 

 Thursday "Coffee Hour" at 10:00 a.m. by Zoom, contact 
Lisa Wolf for meeting information. 

 Men of Boniface gather in-person Fridays at 8:30 a.m. at 
the Serving Spoon (Osprey Ave), contact Reg Irvine for 
information (941)993-0010. 

 Prayer Shawl Ministry meets on Tuesdays at 1:00 p.m. in 
the Library to knit prayers together into shawls for those 
needing to be wrapped in God's healing love.  Email Meg 
Larrabee for info, meglarrabee@hotmail.com. 

 Literary Ladies discuss this month The Children Act by Ian 
McEwan by Zoom Wednesday, September 8 at 10:30 a.m.  
Contact Marilyn Hill, 941-374-1990, for information. 

 Contemplative Prayer meets via Zoom at 10:30 a.m. on 
the first and third Wednesdays of the month September 1 
& 15 (ID: 886 9678 4674  Passcode: 077733) 

Other opportunities to continue to stay connected  
with St. Boniface Church: 

RACE, RACISM, RACIAL JUSTICE The topic has been very 
much at the forefront of our news.  This November, we plan to form 
our second Sacred Ground Dialogue Circle at St. Boniface, which will 
meet monthly for about a year.  Together, our group will be committed 
to confront, love, and support one another in a safe, caring 
environment as we explore our inner attitudes about race.  Each 
session will require one and a half to two hours of individual 
preparation reading and watching assigned videos.  If you’re 
interested, contact Fr. Bob Thacker for more information 
(robertthacker@ymail.com). 

DONATIONS of STOCK—New Information  A gift of stock not only benefits St. Boniface Church, it benefits you, the donor.  You 
can claim a charitable contribution deduction based on the current market value of the donated stock.  You may also be able to 
avoid taxes on your stock’s appreciated value.  Should you wish to gift stock, please contact Joe Master, Director of Business & 
Finance at 941-349-5616 ext 315 (transfers of stock come in with no name attached so this will ensure that your donation is 
posted to your record of giving).  Please communicate the following information to your broker for an electronic transfer of stock:  
DTC # 0226   F/B/O NFS A/C # JJF-000462  Client Name: St. Boniface Church        Thank you! 

BEYOND the BROKEN HEART “Grief isn’t just 
for death—It’s also for friendships that have 
ended, losing your community, missing the 
certainty you once had, questioning your 
judgement, releasing who you once were, feeling 
lost and unanchored, losing traditions you loved.” 

(Heidi Koss MA, LHMC)  
Beyond the Broke Heart, a grief and loss support 
group at St. Boniface church is a sharing of 
compassionate companionship for such unsettling 
times.  To meet the diverse needs of the grieving 
and bereaved, we have extended our gathering 
time to twice a month, meeting on second and 
fourth Sundays (September 12 and 26).  We gather 
in the Healing Mission at immediately following 
the 10 am liturgy.  We welcome you to join us. 
For information contact Rita Piovane at 610-442-
0984 or drritav@gmail.com. 

CÍRCULO ESPAÑOL St. Boniface Church's group 
for casual conversation in Spanish, will resume soon; 
be on the look-out for announcements in the weekly 
bulletin.  If you are not already on the 
communication list for the círculo and would like 
more information, please contact Mary Gordon, 941-
923-2302, jmkpl@aol.com.  

SAVE the DATE!  The Boniface Eco
-Stewardship Team (B.E.S.T.) is 
looking forward to celebrating the 
annual Blessing of the Animals on 
Saturday, October 9 at 10 a.m., 
gathering in the Courtyard and 

mailto:jlh@jeffreyhamblin-md.com


ALL FAITHS FOOD BANK Later this year we hope to get 
the go-ahead from AFFB to put out their familiar bright 
yellow barrels out again.  In the meantime you may 
donate non-perishable items at the food bank (941-379-
6333), Salvation Army of Sarasota (941-952-0349), Meals 
on Wheels of Sarasota (941-366-6693), or any Sarasota 
County Goodwill location.  We cannot accept items at the 
church at this time. The food bank especially welcome; 
canned tuna, chicken or salmon, soups or stews, shelf-
stable canned meat snacks, peanut butter & jelly, rice, 
pasta, beans, shelf-stable milk, canned vegetables, cereal, 
granola bars (no glass, damaged or open containers, 
please). 

AUTUMN HARVEST CAMPAIGN The Rakay Family 
Foundation is matching dollar for dollar donations to 
AFFB through September 30—make your gift online 
today at www.allfaithsfoodbank.org/autumn-harvest. 

 
A SPECIAL INVITATION from  

ST. NICHOLAS—Meet me at the fair 
On December 4! 

  

 

Here’s how you can join the fun! 
 

 Bring the following items to the church office: 
*Gently used jewelry and handbags 

*Holiday decorations you no longer need or treasure 
*Home furnishings or collectibles  

*Used books 
 

Host your own table to sell your creations: 
*Arts and crafts of all kinds 
*Your original designs and creations 
 

Help out at a table or the food court: 
*Sign up in the Parish Hall or contact one of us below 
*Everyone will have time to browse the fair and find the 
perfect gift for a loved one—or for yourself! 
 

All proceeds benefit SECOND HEART HOMES 
*this Sarasota-based organization is dedicated to providing 
permanent housing and high-touch support to homeless or 
at-risk individuals experiencing mental health issues.  
 

For more information contact Ann Hardcastle at 941-538-

8980; Helen Francis at 941-928-7509; Alice Reid at 206-571- 

6393. 

GIVING TREE   Our parish outreach this 

month supports Second Heart Homes, 

providing housing and critical support 

services to homeless adult members of our 

community with mental health issues. Their 

high-touch, tailored-service approach 

revives dignity, establishes stability, and teaches independence. 

Clients come to their programs based on their commitment to 

address their health, remain sober and achieve personal goals 

toward self-sufficiency.  You can help with your purchase of any 

of the basic necessities on this wish list.  If you are shopping on 

line, consider having your items sent to the church office (5615 

Midnight Pass Road, Sarasota, FL  34242) Attn:  Giving Tree.  Be 

sure to drop off your items by Sunday, September 26! 

Ground Coffee and Filters (standard size), Toilet Paper, Paper 
Towels, Dish Soap, Laundry Detergent, Men’s Deodorant, Bleach 
Spray, Clorox Wipes, Windex, Magic Erasers, Plug in Glade/
Airwick Scents and Refills, Free-standing Lawn Waste Bags 

CREATING A LEGACY With Fall’s approach and its traditional 
thoughts of harvest, we are reminded that someone took 
care to plant the seeds that became the crops to harvest.  
Sowing seeds is an act of planning and of hope.  We take 
the time to consider what is important to us, what we want 
for ourselves and our loved ones for the future.  You can 
plant seeds for St. Boniface’s future by including the parish 
in your will or other estate gift.   Every gift matters!  We 
treasure your desire to ensure that our works continue for 
generations to come.  For information on creating a legacy 
at Saint Boniface, contact the church office (941-349-5616). 

 

GROWING IN THE SPIRIT AND IN PURPOSE    

Eager to grow more deeply in the Spirit and discern how 

your gifts can best serve God’s Creation?  Join us in our 

Education for Ministry program!  EfM is a four-year 

program of study, which you’ll commit to one year at a time.  

The first-year concentrates on the Old Testament.  The 

second-year concentrates on the New Testament.  The third-

year studies the history of Christianity.  Fourth-year reviews 

theology and inter-faith issues.  Each year we write a 

spiritual biography and read two additional “interlude” 

books.  We’ll meet Friday mornings September – May, with 

breaks for holidays on the St. Boniface campus and online.  

To sign up or for more info please contact Douglas Smith 

(desmith7780@gmail.com). 

A THANK YOU for the JULY GIVING TREE  Family Promise of 
Sarasota thanks St. Boniface for your generous outpouring for 
families facing homelessness. Through your gifts, you have given 
families at risk the hope of staying in their homes and having a sense 
of normalcy.  Thank you for the care and love put into the items you 
donated.  God Bless you for your kind hearts.   

9/11 TWENTIETH YEAR COMMEMORATION 
 

6:00-7:30 pm Saturday September 11, 2021 at the 
Sarasota National Cemetery’s 2800-seat Patriot Plaza 
ampitheater. Bishop Dabney Smith will speak 
joining local leaders, military officials, and a 70-voice 
choir. Masks are recommended for all attending.. No 
reservations needed. 9820 Clark Rd/SR 72 (three 
miles east of I-75). (Rain date: Sunday September 
12, 2021, 6:00 p.m.) 

ST. BONIFACE CHURCH WELCOMES AA and AL-ANON   

We are pleased to provide meeting space year-round on the 
church campus for AA and Al-Anon groups.  Currently five 
groups meet here throughout the week, striving to stay sober 
and maintain healthy relationships in the face of alcohol 
abuse.  For more information, visit AASRQ.org. 
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